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3 March 2953 Since there waa nothing gained by
identifying the object involved, this

Laboratory of WADC for further ‘analy

Luke AFB, Arizona

DESCRIPTION WADC, thio incident vill be carried

In thie instance, the object vas never observed, but @ bigh altitude con~ TI. couctUsTON

@eneation pattern vee observed. When firet sighted, the contrail was approxt-

ately 3008500. feet in diareter. The pattern began with @ smooth nite 3s vont
Leading edge, very thin in depth and vith en irregwler trailing edge. Ae the

Bource gave chase, the contrail made a light dip to the KW and began clinbing

at 20 degrees. During this maneuver, source and odject vere at right angles

‘and he observed the pattern to appear es a sharp nosed, very thin object cbout

300-500 feet long vith en irregular, vhispy trailing edge. Immediately, a

heavy condensation tratl began to form and extended for approxinately 1000 ft.

Yack, at vhich point it separated into a double trai} vbich again vas approxt-

Bately 1000 ft. long, ending abruptly. At thie tine, the object vas traveling

fat on ectinated 400 mph true afr speed. The most unusual feature was that the

ontrail stayed with the tnsighted object, and did not extend across the aky

in the case of conventional aircraft contrails.

Ti. DISCUSSION

‘The contrail vas observed by the pilots of three F-84 type aircraft with
only one giving chase. This pilot chased the contrat? for 50-60 niles béfore

Dreaking off. A full ermnent end fuel load vas being carried, however, source

stated he vas closing with the object fairly vell. During the chase, this

pilot took opproxinately 30 feet of gun canera filn. This film vas received
in very good condition, and hes been analyzed by the photographic laboratory
et RADC. ‘Their conclusions are:

| @. The vhite streak photographed te probably a vapor traf) from a rapidly
Roving object of unknown velocity. ‘The object iteclf is invisible in the
Photographs.

D, ‘The exhaust vapor trail, apporently from a tvin propulsion untt, fe
more pronounced at the end of the filn thon at the start, as though the object
were accelerating in response to pursuit. Toe configurations in the trai2
eppear to be due to nancuvers perforned by the object.

no Sores vapor trail, thought to be due to lifting surfaces, io
@lso in evidence, but it dtsstpates rapidly. ‘Thie edditional ereto be centered about the exhaust trail. SS ae

sone’raptithin the Period of tine represented by the fis, the p
plane ray have reduced the distence between the object and dtccle, hevereethe Light patho axe not parallel by a conosderable angle, 00 that the objectsdtetance and velocity vith respect to the plane cannot be deternined vith userPrec 

Pi

ographte

2 7362 GNCLASSIF {ED


