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I. DESCRIPTION

+ wvag never observed, but a high altitude con-
huoi?oﬁ:tmn“m’ob‘:rmﬁe When firet sighted, the contrail wus approxi-
Eately 300-500 feet in diameter. The pattern degon with & snooth hﬁ-h;nko
leading edge, very thin in depth and vith an irregular tr’a_}_llna gre . ;hc
source gove chase, the contrail made a slight dip to the MW and begen climbing
at 20 dogrees. During this mancuver, gource and object were at right angles
snd he obgerved the pattern to sppear 63 a sharp nosed, very thin object sbout
300-500 foet long with en irregular, vhispy trailing edge. L-:cd}nl.ely, a
heavy condensation trail began to form and extended for approxizately 1000 ft.
back, at vhich point 1t separated into a double trail which again was approxi-
mately 1000 £t. long, ending sbruptly. At this tine, the object was traveling
at an estimated 400 mph true air epeed. The most unusual feature was that the
contrail stayed with the unsighted object, and 4id not extend across the sky
as in the case of conventional aircraft contrails.

IXI. DISCUSSION

The contrail was cbserved by the pillots of three F-8% type sircraft with
only one giving chase. This pilot chased the contrail for 50-60 miles before
breaking off. A full ermamént eand fuel load vas beisg carried, however, source
stated he was closing with the object fairly well. During the chage, this
pilot tock approximately 30 feet of gun camera film, This i) was received
in very good condition, and has been mnalyzed by the photogrephic laboratory
at KADC. Their conclusions are:

a. The vhite stresk photogrephed fs prodadly e vapor trail from a rapldly
=oving cbject of unknowvn velocity. The object itself is invisidle in the
Pphotographs.

b. The exhaust vapor trail, epperently from & twin propulsion unit, is
more pronounced at the end of the film than ot the st rt, as though the object
wvere accelerating in response to pursult, The configurations in the trail
sppear to be due to mancuvers perforpmed by the object.

€. An ndditlonal vapor trefl, thought to be dus %o 1lifting ourfaces, is

also in ovidence, but it dissipates rapidly, Thie sddisl .- are
10 be centered about the exhaust trafl, i Hopl i B e

d, Within the period of tize represented by the £11
i Yy the A=, th hotographic
plane zay have reduced the dictance between the ob;e‘c'.‘:\.—.::':.tgz‘g Dﬁgc:’;"
;i,c‘:ilghz :m.h? M:e n:‘:‘gu-nl‘.c‘. by & conslderable engle, so that the ochéta
stance and velocity Tespect to the plane cannot g 56 -
il "e plane cannot be determined with use
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Since there vma nothing gained by
1dentifying the object involved,
Laboratory of WADC for further mnalysis
WADC, this incident will de carried

IXI. CONCLUSION
Unknova.




