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Upon completion of final identifications, all data were transferred to
IBM cards, preparatory to analysis.

ANALYSIS OF THE DATA

Broadly stated, the problem at this point consisted of the judicious

\pplicauon of scientific methods of categorizing and analyzing the sub-
Jjective data in reports of sightings of unidentified acrial objects. It was
recognized thal an approach to this problem could best be made by a sys-
tematic sorting and tabalation program to give {requency and percentage
distributions of the important characteristics of sightings. A suggestion
that an attempt be made to anticipate all questions that might be asked in
the future about a sighting or a group of sightings, and to provide answers,
was rejected. The systematic approach alse made it possible to develop
a detailed reference manual of the attributes of the sightings included in
this study.

Thus, at the beginning of the analysis, a detailed plan was developed
for sorting, counting, and tabulating the informaticn from the punched-card
abstracts of reports of sightings. It was believed at the time, and later
substantiated, that the results of the program for sorting.and tabulating

would serve as a guide for the more sophisticated treatment involving
statistical methods,

Also, it was anticipated that Any patterns or trends that might be
found could be subjected to concentrated dy in the hope of discovering
significant information relating to the characte
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