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THE PRESIDENT
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THE WHITE HOUSE
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RT YOUR DECISION TO HALT THE BOMBINGS ON NQRTH_VTETNAM so

THAT PEACE CAN BE ACHIEVED IN VIETNAY THANK YOU

>

W ) Dopastincnt of Stata
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FEB 29 1968

~ncERVATORY

The President =-- Page 2.

"The President wishes to thank you for your support of
his views." '

Sincerely,

CS:vs

CC: Council for a Livable World
Senator Edward Brooke
Senator Edward Kennedy
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HARVARD COLLEGE OBSERVATORY
. 60 GARDEN STREET
CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02138

AREA CODE 617 868-7600

CABLE ADDRESS “OBSERVATORY”

February 26, 19638

The President
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

During the past few weeks there has been a great
deal of discussion on the possible use of tactical nuclear
weapons in Southeast Asia. I wish to register my
approval that such weapons have not been used, and I wish
to indicate my deepest hope that such weapons not be
used in the Vietnamese conflict. Nuclear weapons have
been used against human populations only twice in the
history of mankind: both times by the United States,
both times against Asian peoples. If we use such weapons
again we are open to valid charges of racism and a barbaric
lack of concern for human life. 1In addition, there is
a continuous spectrum in the yields of nuclear weapons;
the introduction of low-yield tactical nuclear weapons can
lead through only a few escalation steps to the use of
strategic nuclear weapons and global nuclear holocaust.
Neither morality, nor politics, nor the long-term national
interest can be served by using nuclear weapons in Vietnam,
It also may be time to begin thinking of whether the
United States should not have some other interests besides
its own parochial ones, whether we do not have some larger

responsibility to the whole of mankind.

I appreciate that you do not personally read many
of the letters written to you, but I would be grateful if
whoever does read this would not send me a reply beginning,
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Wi BARDEN BTHERT ,
EAMBRINIEE, MASRACHUGETTS 09148

FAME ARHIERE (HIRBRVATIAY MEA COBE 17 B68-7600

Falhvuary 46, 1968

e Pyaaldant
Thw Whitte Honed
Washbng bang Oy

Weue My Prealdenkt

Duving the paat Few weeks Ehere has heen a great
dual b dlacusalon g tie posaible use of tactical nuclear
wenpoine An Howtheaal Asia, T wish ke reglsater my
approval that auel wedpons have nok heen ueed, and T wish
(o tndicate wy deepeal hope Ethat sueh weapons not be
waed fn the Vietnawesse confliokE, Nuelear weapons have
heen Weed apgaluat hawan pupulations enly twice in the
hWigtory of wankindy  both times by the Uniced fBtates,
both (lwes agalnalt Aalan peoples. TF we use seuch weapons
apaln we ave open Lo valid charges of raclem and a barbaric
tavk of concern Foe human Life, Tn additien, there 1s
a cont bnnone apsetrun dn the yields of nuclear weapons;
(he (otroduotion of low=yield taetieal nuclear weapons can
tead thvough only a few escalation steps to the use of
civategto nuolear weapons and glebal nuelear holocaust.
Neltlher movallty, nor polittes, ner the leng=term national
iwlevest van he mevved by uslng nuelear weapons in Vietnam,
bt aleo wmay be tlme Lo begin Ehinking eof whether the
Unitted States ahould nek have some other interests besldes
(te own paroehlal ones, whether we doe not have some larger
veaponefbility to the whole of wmanlkind,

[ appreciate that you do not personally read many
of the letteva written to you, but I would be grateful if
whoever doea read this would net send me a reply beginning,
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