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Representative L. Menven Rivers,

Chairman, Armed Services Committee,

U.S. House of Representatives,

Washington, D.C. a

Dear CrrarrmMan Rivers: No doubt you have noted the recent flurry of
paper stories about unidentified flying objects (UFO's). I have taken
Interest in these accounts because many of the latest reported sightings have been
in my home State of Michigan. ;
The Air Force sent a consultant, Astrophysicist Dr. J. Allen Hynek of Nort!

western University, to Michigan to investigate the various reports; and he dis
missed all of them as the product of college student pranks or swamp gas or an

impression created by the rising crescent moon and the planet Venus. I do not
agree that all of these reports can be or should be so easily explained away.

Because T think there may be substance to some of these reports and because I i
believe the American people are entitled to a more thorough explanation than has —_|
been given them by the Air Force to date, I am proposing that either the J |

and Astronautics Committee or the Armed Services Committee of the House sched-

ule hearings on the subject of UFO's and invite testimony from both the execu-
tive branch of the Government and some of the persons who claim to have seen

UFO's.

I enclose material which I think will be helpful to you in assessing the ad-

visability of an investigation of UFO's, _

May I first call to your attention a column by Roscoe Drummond, published

last Sunday in which Mr. Drummond says, “Maybe all of these reported sightings
are whimsical, imaginary or unreal; but we need a more credible and detached

appraisal of the evidence than we are getting.” ; 3

Mr. Drummond goes on to state, “We need to get all the data drawn toget!

in one place and examined far more objectively than anyone hax done xo far, A

stable public opinion will come from a trustworthy look at the evidence, not from.

belittling it. °

‘The time has come for the President or Congress to name an objective and —

respected panel to investigate, appraixe, and report on all present and future evi-

@ence about what is going o1

1 agree fully with Mr. Drummond's statements. I also suggest you scan the

enclosed series of six articles by Bulkley Griffin of the Griffin-Larrabee News

here. In the last of his articles, published last January, Mr. Griffin

ys, “A main conclusion can be briefly stated. It is that the Air Force is mix-

leading the public by its continuing campaign to produce and maintain belief —

that all sightings can be explained away as mixidentification of familiar objects,

such as balloons, stars, and aircraft.” ees.
I have just today received a number of telegrams urging a congressional inves-—

tigation of UFO's. One is from retired Air Force Col. Harold R. Brown, Ard-

more, Tenn., who says, “I have seen UFO. Will be available to testify.” g

Another, from Mrs, Ethyle M. Davis, Eugene, Oreg., reads, “9 out of 10 people

want truth of UFO's. Dress your investigation to the fullest.”

Ronald Colier of Los Angeles, who identities himself as “a scientist from MEQ”
urges that you “do everything in your power to make Air Force Project

Book (the Air Force name for its study and verdicts on UFO reports) known to

the peopl Are we toa e that everyone who says he has seen UFO's 1s an

unreliable witness?

A UPI story out of Ann Arbor, Mic!

least 40 persons, including 12 policemen, said today that they saw a strange flyi

object guarded by 4 sister ships land in a swamp near here Sunday night.”

Matt Surrell of Station WJR, Detroit, cites an eye witness account of a recent

UFO sighting by Emile Grenier of Ann Arbor, an aeronautical engineer employet
by Ford Motor Co. He points out that an aeronautical engineer can hardly

considered an untrustworthy witness,

In the firm belief that the American public deserves a better nation th

that thus far given by the Air Force, I strongly recommend that bea con
mittee investigation of the UFO phenomena.

I think we owe it to the people to establish credibility regarding UFO's and
produce the greatest possible enlightenment on this subject.

Kindest personal regards .

2 Sincerely, ‘i
OFFICE OF THE GrRap R. Forp, Member of Ooi

DIRECTOR OF PROJECT Enclosures,


