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SDALE DAI

HILLSDALE, MICHIGAN, MONDAY, MAY 16, 1966 12 PAGES

William (Bud) Van 'Horn,
Hillsdale County Civil Defense
Director today challenged Dr.
Allen J. Hynek’'s theory that
the unidentified Flying Objects
reported n Hillsdale were noth-
ing more than marsh gas.

. Hinek, a Northwéstern Uni-
versity astrophysicist, serving
asg a scientific consultant to the
US. Air Force’s Project Blue
Book, spent part of a day in
Hillsdale investigating a sight-
ing reported by Van Horn and
a number of students at Hills-
dale College. Several days la-
ter, Hynek held a news con-
ference and said it was his
opinion the sightinz in Hillsdale
was nothing more than marsh
gas.

Van Horn, in challenging
the marsh gas theory points
out that the conditions un-
der which marsh gas |is
most likely to form were
not present on March 21,
the night the UFO was re-
ported by the college stu-
dents. He also says Hynek
ignored any reports of
movement and according to
Van Horn pursued a line of
questioning apparently de-
signed to substantiate the
marsh gas theory, an ex-
planation Van Horn thinks
Hynek had decided upon
even before coming to Hills-
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In support of his criticism of
Hynek, Van Horn has distrib-
uted a fourspart report: an
analysis of Dr. Hymnek's new
release, a report and photo
made by two hizh school stu-
dents from Bay City, discus-
€jon of a letter written 0 Van
Hora Ly Dr. Hymek March 29
.2 8. pholo which, -VA, ~Heva.
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s a UF
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ERF—This pleture Is submitted gsoph showga light holoﬂ"od a&um\

orn ted on
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4 i 15 different ite in ,Dr. Hy
Director osthe final port of sun creates the glare of lsgh' ﬁ: 5 Tews se:
ebunal 10 Dr, J. Allen Hynek’s twees ot Jgwer left. The long ddrk strégk

—Hynek d;scuued only the
‘Dexter and Hillsdale sighting
«and Van Horn addresses him-

thot UFQ’s “Bre morsh gos.
entified by“Van Horn is the
hue spot in the ypper right

directly above the windmill appenrs so be
a rust spot on the picture. The picture
.was token July, 1965 near Conipr"l:, Voo

e picture. Although it may Morn’said the person who “'self only to the Hillsdale inves-
ce on newsprini, the photo- .wyre declined fo be identified. . 'lﬁ"“-
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“Certain Mm
men have played pranks
tiares.” Van Horn: “Dr. B,

vias well aware that the
incident occurtd on W &
March 23 and oot on th(

2—Hynek:

ning of March 2.

3—Hypek said Pe :Ihﬁ
out “inconsistent stiate
ments.”

ments that Dr. Hypek |
interested in were the
consistent ones and it is m
belief and knowledge
questiomning people that th:
inconsistent statemewnt
were very few.”

4—Hynek: *“The majority ol
observers in both cases repori-
ed only lights—red. yellow, and
green, silent giowing Bghte,
near the ground. They have rot
described an object.”  Van
Horn: “We did not describe” the
outline of an object but Dr.
Hynek was not interested when
we attempted to describe o
him the ascending and descend-
ing in a uniform manner cf
lwo separate color lizhts to a
height of approximately 100-150
{eet. He was informed by my-
self that at one tme [ couid
make out a convex suriace be-
tween the nwo lights which I
estimated 25 feet between.™”

5—Hynek: “Witnesses have
described glowing lights—!lights
that seemed to move but never
far from a definite locale, or
which  suddenly  disappeared
and popped up at another
place.” Van Hom: ‘hxu was
ty no means the

that

T—Hynek: “It was (the light
in both cases a verv localized
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Proressor J. E. McJcnzld
University of Arizonz -

is in zown - would like tTo came by for 2 minute or Two to talk wita you
about your bill on the UFO --

He aas been concerned with this prooblem, he seays, for a dozen yexrs -
has done a lot of interviewing of people - and had besn se: up o 3o
a sudy this summer but the AF decision based on the Advisory Ccmmittee's

=
*

recommendations to se: up some xind of investizazory procedure Juzasaed That

He would like a copy of the bill and release -- and expectis to be uz
nere sometime thismorning -
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5/19/66

From the office of
Congressman Edward Hutchinson FOR RELEASE ON DELIVERY

Lth District / Michigan

WASHINGTON -- Congressman Edward Hutchinson of Michigesn's Fourth District today
said he was drafting a resolution urging the House Armed Services Committee to
study methods used by the Air Force in investigating reports of "unidentified flying
objects."

"It seems to me that the Air Force is much too quick to close the books on
these investigations," Hutchinson charged.

Rep. Hutchinson said his decision to offer the resolution in the House was
prompted by an exhaustive investigation into the March 21 UFO sighting at Hillsdale,
Michigan, by William E. Van Horn, director of the Hillsdale County Civil Defense
organization.

"The Air Force reportedly closed out its investigation of the sighting after
three and a half hours," Hutchinson said. "Mr. Van Horn's study took seven weeks and,
in refuting the Air Force investigator's 'swamp gas' theory, left several important

questions which should be answered."

Areiqry piog Y plessn woy Adoocologq

"Mr. Van Horn raised another serious issue when he charged that the Air Force's
attitude in such cases may well have induced reliable witnesses in other sightings to
withhold the information for fear they would be ridiculed," he said.

"The obvious danger in allowing & situation like this to continue," Butchinson
said, "is that the day may come when information of a very important nature might be
withheld for the same reason, with serious consequences to our country."

May 12 Van Hornm sent a 2h-page report on the results of his investigation to
Rep. Hutchinson, whose seven-county district includes Hillsdale. Using U.S. Weather
Bureau records, Van Horn apparently refuted the '"marsh gas theory" with which the
Air Force investigator, Dr. J. A, Hynek, of Northwestern University, explained the
UFO sighting. According to Van Horn, wind velocity and temperature were not
conducive to producing the marsh gas phenomena.

A major portion of the report was devoted to the results of tests conducted at
the scene the day after the sighting by two young amateur scientists. They reported
an unusually high level of radiation in the area, but subsequent checks with geiger
counters shovwed radiation to be decreasing at a rapid rate. Chemical analysis also
revealed quantities of the element Boron in both water and soil. Boron is not found
in Michigen. Boron compounds are commonly used in the manufacture of glass and
cleaning agents, but the element also is being used as a solid and liquid fuel for
rocket igniters, experimental rocket motors, in nuclear experiments, and by the Air

Force as a laminate for experimental plastics.
AR EEE
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records, correspondence, memorandums, papers, and docu-
ments, ns it deems necessary; except that neither the com-
mittee nor any subcommittee thereof may sit while the
Honse is meeting unless special leave to sit shall have been
obtained from the House. Subpenas may be issued under
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any
member of the committee designated by him, and may be
served by any person designated by such chairman or
member.

The committee shall report to the House as soon as prac-
ticable during the present Congress the results of its in-
vestigation and study, together with such recommendations
as it deems advisable. Any such report which is made
when the Iouse is not in session shall be filed with the

('lerk of the House.
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20 H. RES. 866

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

May 24,1966

Mr. Hereninsox submitted the following resolution ; which was referred to the

—

10

11

Committee on Rules

RESOLUTION

2esolved, That the Committee on Armed Services, acting
as a whole or by subcommittee, is authorized and directed
to conduct a full and complete investigation and study of
reports, and present methods of investigation, in Michigan
and elsewhere, of unidentified flying objects.

For the purpose of carrying out this resolution the
committee or subcommittee is authorized to sit and act
during the present Congress at such times and places within
the United States, whether the House is in session, has
recessed, or las adjourned, to hold such hearings. and to
require, by subpena or otherwise, the attendance and testi-
mony of such witnesses and the production of such books,

\'
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