now ask ourselves what it could have
been.'”

In an abrupt about face, Smith
announced before the May 17, 1955
session of the Commons’ Special Com-
mitte on Broadcasting that no UFOs had
ever been detected at the Shirley Bay
station. About this same time, Captain
Edward J. Ruppelt (having earlier
served as chief UFO investigator for the
U.S. Air Force) was reportedly told by
RCAF Intelligence officers that only
“officially’* had the Shirley Bay station
produced negative results. These devel-
opments led some UFO researchers to
conclude that Smith had been success-
fully silenced by officialdom.

Part Two (continued from the previous issue)

UFOs and the Canadian Government

[Copyright © Grégory M. Kanon 1976)

Another interesting UFO encounter
occurred on the evening of November 6,
1957 near Lake Baskatong (100 miles
north of Ottawa). An immense, bright
object, which hovered low over a hill,
was observed for 15 minutes by several
people. The object was described as
being so bright that it illuminated
numerous trees on the hill, as well as
clouds overhead. During the sighting, a
radio ceased to function. and when one
of the witnesses, an electronics engin-
eer, attempted to use his short-wave
recciver, he found all wavelengths
blocked by a very strong, code-like
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signal. When the object finally de-
parted. the equipment returned to
normal.

While some excellent UFO cases of
the 1950's, like those mentioned above.
have been successfully recorded and
made public. most such cases undoubt-
edly fell victim to government apathy.
The Canadian press further aggravated
the situation by failing to ask the
government any embarrassing ques-
tions. As such. Ottawa managed to
create the illusion that it was doing a
good job of investigating UFOs, but that
there was really *'very little to go on."
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