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regarded (with good reason) as hostile to him. He was so pleased

he read the article twice and wrote me the following letter:

April 22, 1950
Dear Margie:— I have just finished another reading of the
article in today’s Saturday Evening Post. It is a very good state-
ment of the facts—made in such a way as to offend no one—not

even your very touchy family on both sides! I really don’t see

how you ever succeeded in getting the terrible anti-Truman
Post to publish the facts as they are... .

While I was out singing for my supper—and dreadful suppers
they usually were on the great American road—my best friend
Drucie Snyder, daughter of Dad’s Secretary of the Treasury, was
doing something a lot more important: falling in love. She be-
came engaged to Major John Ernest Horton, one of the White

House aides, late in 1949, with the wedding scheduled for Janu-

ary 26 in the National Cathedral. This was one of the major

events of the Washington season and there was a whirl-of parties

connected with it. I think that Dru’s marriage gave Dad some-

thing of a shock. We had always been so close that we were prac-

tically sisters in his eyes, and it made him realize that we had

really grown up. On January 15, 1950, Dad and Mother went to

a party for Drucie and in a philosophic mood, he penned the

following note on his calendar:

Bess and I go to a ‘“‘brunch”—whatever that is—at the Smith’s

place out in Va. They have a lovely place out on the road to

Leesburg—about a mile south of the road and seven or eight

miles west of Falls Church.

The party was for the daughter of the Sec. of the Treasury—

one of my oldest and very best friends. I remember—as all men

over sixty do—when Drucie was born. She has grown up along

with Margie and Jane Lingo and now she is getting married to

a nice boy John Horton of Kansas City.

When I came into the Blair House from the party above

mentioned a call from my Air Aide, Gen. Landry, was awaiting

me. He told me that Gen. H. H. (Happy) Arnold had died. The

first of the Big Five to go. A grand man, a great commander

and one of the original U.S. Air Force. He was a good friend of

mine—a great loss.

They come, they get married, they pass. It is life—but some-

times hard to bear.

[ 442]

Four days later Dad wrote an interesting combination an

obituary and reminiscence for General Arnold. In the light
 o

coming events, notice the last sentence.

General of the Air Force Henry H. Arnold was buried in

Arlington today. He was a great man. I knew him when he was

a Major in the Signal Corps. He was at Ft. Riley, Kansas
, in

922 when I was there. ;

oor occasion at Ft. Riley I attended a party given by
the Commandant for Lt. Col. Patton, afterwards Blood &

Guts” on the occasion of his promotion from Majer. ‘The Com

mandant was Lt. Col. Wainwright, known as Skinny,” who

long afterwards held the bag for General of the Army Mac-

Arthur in the Philippines. Patton and Wainwright were 
tops 1n

my book. I am not acquainted with MacArthur.

Dad’s knowledge of military history frequently amazed a

people. Joe Feeney, the genial ex-navy captain who became the

White House congressional liaison man in 1949, had majored in

history in college, and he loved to draw Dad into conversations

on their mutually favorite subject. Two others who invariably

joined the conversation—I should add that most of this talking

was done at Key West, there simply wasn’t ume in the White

House—were Charlie Ross and Bill Hassett, both very well-read

gentlemen. 
—

One night at Key West the four of them began discussing e

great military battles of history. Charlie and Bill began oq’

ing quite vehemently on who did what and why. There's a!

one way to settle this,” Dad said, and called for four settings©

silverware. He placed them on the table and proceeded to give

a step-by-step narration of the fourteen major battles of world

history, starting with Hannibal’s victory at Cannae. As they were

going to bed that night, Joe Feeney said, “Mr. President, I never

enjoyed anything so much. My father-in-law was a newspaper

editor, but he was a great disciple of religious history. One night

I listened to him for a couple of hours while he went over the

thirty-six forms of religion, who the founders were, that sort of

thing.”

Dad’s eyes brightened. “You know I've been doing some study-

ing on religious history,” he said. “Tomorrow morning down at

the beach we'll talk about it.”

[443]
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Force Base.

15 February 1949

Air Progress Demonstration, Andrews Air

| .

General Landry, The President,
Symington, General

General Kuter,

General Vaughan, Secretary

Vandenberg.
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12 February 1949

Lincoln Day Ceremonies at the Lincoln
Memorial, Washington, D. C.

Admiral Reginald Belknap, Commander in Chief
of the Military Order of the Loyal Legion;

‘Admiral Dennison; The President; General
Landry;and Colonel Crawford, Officer in
Charge of the Lincoln Day Ceremonies.

‘



i
e
 
a

—

+
 
S
e
y

e
t
 
c
e
r

RAL Cfo AAT
y

7 Wait

OPIS RE ite

y ~

(Met {Ad eg a?

1 hankey 4g

fal

7 «}

aioe

LE



29 January 1949
Carswell Air Force Base, Fort Worth, ‘Texas

7th Anniversary of the 8th Air Force

General Ramey, General Spaatz, General Eaker,

‘General LeMay, General’ Kepner, General’©

McMullin, General Landry,. Colonel some a.and

Colonel Rober Ee.
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29 January 1949

Carswell Air Force Base, Fort Worth, Texas.

General Spaatz decorates members of the —
Eighth Air Force as a part of the 7th Anni-.

versary celebration.
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29.January 1949 ..

Carswell Air Force Base, Fort Worth, Texas

B-36ts pass in review. 7th Anniversary—

celebration of the 8th Air Force.
\
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29 January 1949 |

Carswell Air Force Base, Fort Worth, Texas

7th Anniversary of the 8th Air Force.

General Landry. General LeMay, General Spaatz,
Mr. Amon G. Carter, General Eaker, General
Ramey, General McMullin,and General Kepner
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