sity of the
Jerome Clark,
Allen Hynex t
jes in Cucago and ex rof “Inter
vonal U.F.O. Reporte
“What's interesting s that
hay in the absence

ing wave. There hasn't really been
anything sighted since the 1970's. If |
were parancid, I'd say it's quiet, 100
quiet”

Fredertk Pohl, a science fiction
writer, said beltef in U.F.0."s is flour-
ishing now because the nation’s politi-
cal leaders are seen as flounderning.
“We're toid by our leadership 0 be
resolute inst terrorism, yet they
make deals.” he said "“We're toid
‘Star Wars' is the future, but no one
other than Ronald Reagan believes it.
Peopie have lost Lrust in reality and
they're jooking for something else.”

Michael Wertheimer, 2 psycholo-
gist at the University of Colorado who
has participated in studies that de-

punked U.F O. reports, agreed that
feelings of heiplessness tended
rewnforce the urge (o believe in the ex-
traterrestrial

Paul Kurtz, a philosopher at the
State University of New York at Buf-
falo and chairman of the Committee
for the Scientific Investigation of
Claims of the Paranormal, said the
current U.F.O. wave was “part of 2
bizarre (rend in which there is no
sense of standards of evidence.”

Dr. Maccabee, the Navy physicist,
canceeded that skeptics often made
valid points. ““But the simpie fact is
that there are unexplained sight-
ings,” he added. 'Over the past 40
years there have been 100,000 sight-
ings, with 10 to 20 percent that are
hard (o explain.”

In the case of the pu Eisen-
hower documents, he said, ‘‘maybe
somebody’s been clever, but | think
there's a good chance they are au-
thentic.”"
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