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Honxes and fanlings due o Unstable Persmgh‘t:‘ec

Sume have suggested that all UKFQ reports were the results of pranks and hoaxes,
or were made by people with unstable personalities, This attitude was particularly
prevalent during the time period when the Air Force investigation was being operated
under the code name of Project Grudge. A few airlines even went as far as w ground
every pilot who reported secing a “‘flying saucer.'’ The only way for the pilot to
regain flight status was to undergo a psychiatric examination. ‘There was a noticeable
decline in pilot reports during this time interval, and a few peaple interpreted this
decline to prove that UFO's were cither hoaxesor the result of unstable personalities.
It is of interest that NICAP (The National Investigations Committee on Acrial Phe-
nomena) even today siill receives reports from commercial pilots who neglect to
notify cither the Air lForce or their own airline,

There are a number of cases which indicate that not all reports fall in the hoax
category. We will examine one such case now, It is the Socorro, New Mexico sighting
made by police Sergeant Lonnie Zamora, Sergeant Zamora was patrolling the streets
of Socorro on 24 April 1964 when he saw a shiny object drift down into an arca of
gullics on the edge of town. He also heard a loud roaring noise which sounded as if
an old dynamite shed located out that way had exploded, He immediately radiocd
police headquarters, and drove out toward the shed. “amora was forced to stop
about 150 yards away from a deep gully in which there appeared to be an overturncd
car. He radioed that he was investigating a possible wreck, and then worked his car
up onto the mesa and over toward the edge of the gully. He parked short, and when he
walked the final few fcet to the edge, he was amazed 1o sec that it was not a car but
instead was a weird cggshaped object about fifteen feet long, white in color and
resting on short, metal legs. Beside it, unaware of his presence were wo bumanoids
dressed in silvery coveralls, They seemed to be working on a portion of the underside
of the object. Zamora was still standing there, surprised, when thiey suddenly noticed
him and dove out of sight around the object. Zamora also headed the other way, back
toward his car. lle glanced back at the object just as a bright blue flame shot down
from the underside.  Within seconds the eggshaped thing rose out of the gully with
“‘an earsplitting roar.”” The object was out of sight over the nearby mountains
almost immediately, and Sergeant Zamora was moving the opposite direction almost
as fast when he met Sergeant Sam Chavez who was responding to Zamora's earlier
radio calls. Together they investigated the gully and found the bushes charred and
still smoking where the blue flame had jetted down on them. About the charred area
were four deep marks where the metal legs had been. Each mark was three and

‘one-half inches deep, and was circular in shape. The sand in the gully was very
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