Mars. Actually, in each case, the interval is a close appraximation to the synodic period of
the planet; for Venus, the synodic period varies from $70.8 to 567.8 days, and for Maras, from 767 to
803 days. X

One could then choose intervals of 20 days, say 10 days on either side of a favorable arrival date,
and Jook t0 Se¢ how many UFOQ's were sighted in each such “‘favorable arrival interval,”” here named
fai, (Plural fais). If there were no Increase ia the number of UFO's in these fais, then it would be
unlikely that any considerable number of UFO's had been arriving from Mars or Venus,

Someone is certain to raise the questionasto whether or not a Martian or a Venutian would elect
to travel in a minimum-energy orbit. Here 1 shall assume that intelligent beings from any part of the
universe will choose to travel by means and paths that will minimize the expenditure of energy.

‘This fai approach to the problem can becarried a step farthor. One can make a list of the UFO's
observed in the fais, and look at the record of each to see if the UFO was observed traveling in the
direction it would have ifit came from Mars (or Venus) in a minimum-energy orbit. Roughly speaking,
a space vehicle from Mars shouldovertake the earth from behind and one from Venus should be over-
taken by the earth. Thus one could determine whether the path of approach was associated with the
proper radiant point in space; here We use the term in the Sense in which it used in connection with
meteors.

Now to Jook at the evidence! Alistol UFO's sighted between September 8, 1956 and December 31,
1983 was examined. Nine fals of 20 days were found in thia interval, § for Venus and 4 for Mars.
Circular paths were assumed for Venus, Earth and Mars in computing travel times for space vehicles,
but no particular difficulty is encountered if one elects to allow for the eccentricities of the various
paths, In Table I below, the number of UFO’'s reported in each fai of 20 days is given, and is to be
compared with the average number of UFO's per 20-day interval outside the fals, namely, 1.88.
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