
‘Thereis a logical approach to this question as to whether or pot UFO's have come from Mars or
‘Vemus. It is well known that {fsomeoneon the earth wants to send a space vehicle to Mars or Venus,
‘there are specific favorable times, times when a body can be launched so that it will travel along a

minimom-energy:

point. For example,
Gas 1965, June

‘and February 28, 1969, (SPACE HANDBOOK, Gov't Printing Office

ofcourse are sma favor infor nacing a mace vec om Mare em
tue eavth and for each of these launching times, there would be a correspondifigarrival time at

the eat Thee forte revel times some a atrtals of aut $6 ys fr Venus ad sou 180
days for Mars. tn each case, the a close to the synodic period of
‘the planet; Mot Venus, te eyeadie period varied from 10.8 10 7. ‘days, and for Mars, from 787 to,
803 days.

‘One could then choose intervalsof 20 days, say 10 dayson either sideof a favorable arrival date,
and look to see how many UFO's were sighted in each such “favorable arrival interval,’" here named
fai, (Plural fais). If there were no increase in the number of UFO's in these fais, then it would be
unlikely that any considerable number of UFO's had been arriving from Mars or Venus.

4s certain to raise the to. ‘or not a Martian or a Venutian would elect
to travel in a minimum-energyorbit. Here I shall assume that intelligent beings from any part of the

‘universe will choose to travelby meansand paths that will minimizethe expenditureof energy.

This fai approach to the problem can be carried a step farther. One can make a list of the UFO's

‘observed in the fais, and look at the record of each to see if the UFO was observed traveling in the

direction it would havefit came from Mars (or Venus) in a minimum-energy orbit. Roughly speaking,

8 space vehicle froin Mar sbooldorertatsthe earth from Ueind ano freesVecus should be over

taken by the earth. Thus one could the path of with the
proper radiant pola in epace; bere we use the tera in the sone ta which it used fn connection with
meteors.

Now to look at the ‘Alistof UFO's sighted 8, 1956 and December31,
1983 was examined. Nine fais of 20 days were found in this interval, § for Venus and 4 for Mars.
Circular paths were assumedfor Venus, Earth and Mars in computing travel times for space vehicles,

but no particular difficulty is encountered if one elects to allow for the eccentricities of the various

paths. In Table I below, the number of UFO's reportedin each fai of 20 days is given, and18 to be

compared with the average number of UFO’S per 20-day interval outsidethe fais, namely, 1.68.

80-114


