
95 Centre Street

Feb. 22, 1977 Aylmer East, Quebec. J9H 3B6

Mr. Grant Cameron

445 Hudson Street

WINNIPEG, Man. R3T ORL.

Dear Mr. Cameron:

Thank you for your letter received today from which I note you are inter-

ested in UFOs and carrying out some research into the work of the late Wilbert

(not Wilbur) B. Smith and also arranging for extensive tests to be carried outo
samples of the "Mystery Metal". As you may be aware, Mr. Smith was the President

df the then Ottawa Flying Saucer Club of which I was a member although I was not

associated with his scientific work, WBS was the original Editor of TOPSIDE and

after his untimely passing in December 1962, I took over the editorship and pub-

lication of TOPSIDE.

I should perhaps explain that due to my husband developing serious heart

trouble (and eventually dying in 1974), I had to give up publication of TOPSIDE

in 1971 and while still interested, I am no longer active on the UFO scene.

However, I am enclosing a copy of the Memorial Edition of TOPSIDE dedicated to

WBS which I hope will give you some information on his earlier activities, includ-

ing the Department of Transport 'Project Magnet' which he headed at Shirley's Bay

near Ottawa.

I note that you hawe made contact with 2 people in Winnipeg who used to work

with WBS and I am wondering if one of them was Mr. A.W.L. Bridge? If not, you might

like to write to him at: Box 715 - 229 Pembina Drive, Morden, Man. ROS 1JO.

As regards the 3000lb. Chunk of Mystery Metal, I regret that I have no samples

to send & I do not have car transportation now to obtain more. So many people asked

me to give them samples in the past and quite a few analyses were carried out, some

showing unusual peculiarities. However, the vital isotope test has not, to my know-

ledge, been carried out and if you are able to arrange this, it might prove something

conclusive. The problem is getting the samples and at this date, I am not even sure

of the exact location of the chunk of metal. Originally, it was in the backyard of

a property owned by Mr. A.W. Riddell (who was one of WBS's co-workers) in the rural
area of Metcalfe, Ontario (probably about 20 miles from Ottawa). When Mr. Riddell
sold this property, he left the metal mass in the backyard & the new owner gave per=

mission to Club members to chip off samples from it (see page of photos of Club members
& myself, taken from a back issue of TOPSIDE). Since then, the ownership of this
property has changed hands and I am not aware if the chunk of metal is still in the
backyard although I would assume that most likely it is, in view of its heavy weight.
I do not know the new owner's name & the only address I have is not very specific,
i.e. RR. 3, Metcalfe, Ont. I gave my last sample of the metal to Brian Fewster

whose address is: 5565 8th Ave, Delta, B.C. Perhaps you could write to him& ask if

you might borrow it for the tests.

I wish I could be of more help to you, but I have now lost touch with many

of the matters you raise. However, I am impressed with all the work and research

you have carried out and I wish you continued success with your interesting projects.

Yours sincerely,

(Mre.) Carol Halford-Watkins.



13 January 1977

10228 115th Street

Edmonton, Alberta

T5K 1P8

Dear Grant:

Second things first. I don't have any bibliography, formal or infor-

mal about captured saucers in the US. I'm aware of the stories going

at least back to the 1896/97 flap, but I've not regarded them very

seriously, and have yet to see any documentation that has changed

my view. If you come up with som thing solid, or at least strongly

suggestive, I'd appreciate getting a copy of your final paper.

As a kind of tie-in to your first question,I've been told (in confi-

an air base and got a peek at a captured UFO (since this was in the
50's I rather suspect if Smith actually thoughthe had seen the crashed

UFO under wraps - it was planned that he get a peek, and that it was

a model made just for that purpose — but that's my bias).

As to Smith. First of all I would highly recommend old issues of Top-

side, the publication that variously was printed by the Ottawa Flying

Seucer Club, Contact International (Canada), ete. Smith¢ contributed

many articles to it, and many, if not all, that are reproduced in

Saucers, Space & Scince, etc originated here. There is of course his

outline for a book New Science. If you look at back issues of Canadian

UFO. Report you'll find articles relevant as well. Other references I

can think of off the top of my head are: Keyhoe's Flying Saucers from

Outer Space, Chapter 8, the Canadian Project. Stuart Nixon's "W.B.

Smith: The Man Behind Project Magnet," in the first issue of the NICAP

UFO Quarterly Review. Interestingly, and perhaps also quite revealing,

when I spoke with Peter Millman about Wilbert, Millman emphasized the

occult and mystical aspects of his later life. Everyone else I spoke

with (Buchanan, Bray, etc) who worked with him says this is a bunch

of crap and that he was quite scientifically rigbrous about the topic

to the end (while being open about the psychic and other possibilities).

I'd like to keep up with your current sightings.

Hope this helps,

Yours ’

or
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June 14, 1977 95 Centre Street

Aylmer East, Quebec, JOH 3B6

Dear Scotts CANADA.

Thank you for your letter of June 1 which I received after my recent return

home from visiting friends - hence the delay in my reply. With regard to your query

about Admiral H.B. Knowles, U.S. Navy, retired, while it is quite possible that I

met him, among the many Americans who visited Wilbert B. Smith and our Club, in the |

early '60s, I did not know him personally although his name is very familiar to ine |

from conversations with WBS and I think it is quite possible that Admiral Knowles |

may have acted as the go-between in arranging for WBS to carry out the analysis

on the piece of metal. Unfortunately, I do not have his address, although Mrs,
Smith may have it, but in view of the fact that the Admiral was retired in 1961,
it seems doubtful that he would still be in the land of the living! It also seems

very doubtful that you will obtain the name oF ane person ho gave the ia ua to Smith

he ns In his day, WBS mada airy Ledps to Vinshdng ton to meneehereys
ic als & others inuemen tad in the al Phenomena ard diasesmerisesbiontwe

_ there was a Top Secret Room in nwh 1ousedWO data
tion of U r¢aoments which he a perso: mandled. In support of

this statenent, L onclose a newspaper clipping of an® dnberviaw with WBS which appoare
in the April 22, 1961 edition of The Ottawa Journal and which I hope will be of some

interest and assistance to your research into WBS's background, I should explain her
that the fiywre appearing in the accompanying cartoon is not that of WBS, but the Rt.

Hon. youn G. Deifenbaker, who was Prime Minister of Canada at that time.

With regard to your request that I sunply you with the address and telephone
number of Mrs. W.B. (Murl) Smith, because I want to help you with your project, I am
willing to do this, but I must ask you to honow my request that you do not reveal

my nam as the source of this information, particularly’ Mrs. Smith and I would appre
ate your confirmation of this. Her telephone number (for Long Distance purposes) is:
1-613-521-2032, and her address is: Canterbury Apartments = Suite 507, 810 Canterbury
Street, Ottawa 8, Ontario, Canada. Unless she has had a sudden change of heart, I

rather doubt that she will release very much information to you, as in the past, she

has always claimed that she is in a "sensitive" position working as a Secretary to
a Senator in the Canadian Government which, like the U.S. Govt., prefers to maintain
a discreet silence on UFOs! However, in view of Sunn Classic's movie, thore is a

possibility she might be interested and I wish you Good Luck with this project. Know

ing Murl - and if I may pass on @ little ‘inside tip' - she is a great talker & I tad

wisely without pressing too early for the information you require, and let her do mcs
of the talking, there is a good possibility she will drop at least a few frapments of
information into your lep vhich you can carefully follow up on later! As the old
saying goes - A word to the wise is sufficient!

Now I don't know if this would be of any interest to you and Sunn Classic
Pictures! proposed movie, but I have in my possession a tape recording of Wilbert

B. Smith giving lectures to a UO group in Vancouver & being interviowed on IV and

ons of these talks deals with his work in Ottawa, and it struck me that extracts
from WBS's talks might be used for the audio part of the movie and the visual. part
might include a photograph of WBS superimposed over pictures of UWOs; it's just an

idea & maybe Sunn Classic might have better ones] Of course, you may alroady have a |
copy of this tape recording as I recall that several years ago, copies of it wera sent
to UFO buffs in the U.S.A. However, if you should be interested in this taps & Sunn
Classic would be prepared to reimburse me for the cost of the tapo & sending it by

reyistered air mail to you, I shall be pleased to do so. Again, wishing you every

success with your project, Sincerely,

" ‘ tno.
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il LES ECUREULLS TRON MASS: One of two pieces of metal found ncar the

shere of the St. Lawrence River, near the town of Les Ecurevils,

about 20 miles uperiver from Quebec City, Canada. Although there

is no direct link between this metal and UFOs, circumstantial

evidence indicates this possibllity, and the metal is very much P

part of the UFO literature,

According to some reports, the metal is believed to have

arrived in the St, Lawrence River after a "sonic boom" rocked the

area around Quebec City on June 12, 1960, and a fiery object fell

out of the sky and split into two perts before striking the river.

However, local residents deny this occurred.? The smaller piece,

weighing about 800 lbs., was carted away and sold as scrap in

Quebec City. Nothing more is known of this piece.

Both pieces were found on shale flats with no sign of impact

craters. The local resident who found them (a partetime beachcomber)

insists they were not there the previous week, and that he wes very

é: femiliar with that particular erea of the river.

The larger plece, known as Les Ecurevils Iron Mass, was atout

704" x 54", and 24" at the centre* was shaped somewhet jike an
oblong inverted mushroom, weighed atout 3,000 lbs, and showed

evidence of melting and crushins. At the top centre of the object

were the remains of two "pipes" of obvious fabrication, One was

about 6" in diameter with a 2" bore; tne other was about 2" in

diameter with a 18¥ bore. The main material was so hard it defied

cutting by hacksaw. Small samples have been broken off with creat

effort using oe large crowbar and a hezvy sledgehammer, The overall

mass i3 aliost nonemagnetic and consists cf layers of tictal. A

powdery substance has also been found between the layers, There

4s no record available of this substance having been cnelyzed.

This metal was removed by the Canadian Armament ieseerch and

Development Establishment (CARKDE) nearby, where it was tested and

the conclusion reached that it was foundry slag. However, 4 report

from CARDE stated that "a small electronic potting can was imbedded



By scratching away the potting plasti
c,

ad near one of the outer edges. which appeared

4t was possible to {dentify an electron
ic component

to be a transistor"

/nother strange aspect of the meta
l was t

number of inclusions covered its surface and m
icrophotoyzraphy

{ndicated that these were possibly micrometeorite
s, which would

imply the metal had been in space for some time.
’

Learning that this metal had now »Seen discarded 
in the Crate

garbage dump, two members of the Ottawa Flying Sau
cer Club retrieved

it in 1961 and brought 4t to Ottawa where it rested
 for a number of

the lawn of the residence of WeB. Smith (See smi
th, Wwilvdert

later moved a few miles out of 
town

vnaen a small semple of

miniature

nat a very lar.e

years on

Brockhouse) from where it was

to the residence of another club member.

the metal was heated with a torch, it blos
somed into «

white cloud with bright sparks in it.

é A number of pieces of this metal have b

laboratories over the years with inconcl
usiv

lack of agreement among the laboratory r
eports.

element content differ considerably from 
one report to

the conclusions drawn vary quite considerably
. for exauple, two

reports state thet the metal underwent heavy impa
ct that causec the

different planes to slip. Another report concluded, contrary to

other reports, thet the metal does not corres
pond to any known

commercial manganese steel and suggested the p
ossibility of an

unknown elemente

een analyzed in various

e results due to the

Not only does the

unothner, bub

/. professor at McGill University in Montreel w
ho anelyzed

the metal, but with limited equipment, stat
ed that he wis

"disturbed" at the results and recommended fur
ther testing ina

better-e;uipped laboratory. 
.

The Mines Branch of the Canadian Department o
f anergy, Hines

and Resources found in 1971 that the mass consi
sts of two major

components, one magnetic and one nonemornetic
. The former wos

» a 0,02% carbon, low-chromium steel containing bor
or, accordcin:



i to the report; the latter was a low chromium austenitic manganese
steel. It was concluded that it was most probably produced in a

foundry by dumping excess metal from ladles tnto a hollow in sand,

& process known as Mnf eeing" ©

FIGURE 1 depicts the results of the various laboratory

analyses conducted on samples of this meta]. The lack of avreement

is noteworthy, but may be partially explainable hy the distinct

possibility that some laboratories were vrovided with ea samrle of

the magnetic layer, while others were supplied with a simple of

non=marnetic material. The Mines Branch of the Canadian covernment,

as noted above, was obviously supovlied a sample containing botn.

The "Condon Committee" displayed en initial interest in this

metal, but only to the point of viewing it, readin: the CALE report

and agreeing with the CARDE conclusion thet it was foundry slag.

No tests were conducted on the metal by the Condon Committee. /

Of the several mysteries surrounding this met.i, the major

eC) one is still how the meta} arrived on the site where it was found.
One explanation, suggested by the Mines Branch, is th-t it may

have been carried there on an ice flow which melted, depositing

the metzl on the shale, thus accounting for the lack of an impact

erater,© The fact that the metzl1 evidently arrived on site in:
June would tend to discredit this theory.

In summary, no proof exists concerning the origin of this

metallic mass and it remains 4 mystery.
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FIGUREJ

LABORATORY ANALYSES

LES cCUREULLS IRON MASS

No, 1 No, 2 No.3 No. & Noe 5 Now 6 Now 7 No. 8
Magnetic Non=-Magnetic

ELEMENT

Ba (Barium) 0:02% 0,02% —_ —_ _— — -- _ --

Si (Silicon) 230 2.0 0.7% 0.12% 0.3% 0345 0.10% 0.40% 0.24%
Mg (Magnesium 0,03 0.03 0,07 oo oo 0,3 oo oo oo

Mn (Mancanese) 6,0 6.0 15.0 11.3 0.3 11.0 12.5 12,37 0.72

Ni Nickel) 0.6 0.6 0.2 Tr =< 1.4 oe 0.07 0.09
Sn (Tin) 0.1 0.1 0.05 -- ~~ _ -- 0,01 0,03
Cr (Chromium 0.3 0.3 0,7 -- -- 0.8 0.56 0.75 0.34

Al (Aluminum 0.1 0.1 0.06 -- 0.3 -- — Tr Tr
V (Vanadium 0.008 0.008 0,02 “= “= -- _ Tr Tr

Mo (Molybdenum) Tr Tr Tr Tr -- == oo Tr Tr

W (Tungsten) 0.2 0.2 sits _ — mage _ = a

Fe (Iron) PC PC PC 88.403 99.0 85.8 84.6 84.7 96.3
or Zirconium) ee oe 0,03 oe oo eo se oe —

C Carbon =< =< 1.18 0.16 -- -- Lek? 1.06 0,22

K Potassium) | we ~= -< — -< 0.1 a — a

P (Phosphorous) == -- -- -- -- -- on 0.03 0.025
Nd ook ae == = -< - “oe -- -= =o Tr

Pb Lead ) “= == -= oo -= == oo Tr oo

B (Boron) oo -o -— “= == ; =e oo oo Tr

NOTES

Tr = Trece element (normally less than 0.01%)

PC = Principal Constituent
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TEST REPORT PC-61-3

EXAMINATION OF AN UNIDENTIFIED AERIAL OBJECT RECEIVED
FROM A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPO RT,

OTTAWA, IN DECEMBER, 1960 ,

by

Bd

John F, Rowland’

SUMMARY OF RESULTS

An unidentified seoiail object,

which was received from a representative

of the Department of Transport, Ottawa,

has been examined by X-ray diffraction and

spectrographic techniques. The ireagulaaty~

shaped, metallic object was identified as

austenitic high-manganese steel. It is almost

certain to have been of terrestrial rather than

of meteoric origin.

% 

3
Senior Scientific Officer, Physical Chemistry Section, Mineral

Sciences Division, Mines Branch, Department of Mines and
Technical Surveys, Ottawa, Canada.



INTRODUCTION

On December 30, 1960, an irregularly-shaped mass

of a silvery metal was submitted to the Mineral Sciences Division

by Mr. EK. Swimmings of the Technical Services Division of the

Mines Branch, The material had been received froma representative

of the Department of Transport, Ottawa, and was described as an

unidentified aerial object. The requested identification was done

by X-ray diffraction and spectrographic analyses in the Physical

Chemistry and Analytical Chemistry Sections, respectively.

The surface condition indiented that the object had

been subjected to high temperatures. Preliminary tests showed

that the material was very weakly ferromagnetic.

EXPERIMENTAL TECHNIQUES

X-ray powder diffraction salierws wese obtained of

material taken from a freshly-exposed metallic surface of the

sample, and of the soft, brown deposit present on portions of the

surface as received. The patterns were obtained using 57.3 mm

diameter Debye-Scherrer powder cameras and Fe Ka radiation.

The films were interpreted by comparison with data published in

the X-Ray Powder Data File issued by the American Society for ‘

Testing Mate rials, and by direct comparison with available standard

films. The value of the unit-cell dimension of the agbic compound,

which was the predominant constituent of the metallic object, was

“he a



calculated from the measurement of the spacings of the diffraction

lines. Since the lines were broad, accurate measurements could

not be made, and the calculated unit-cell dimension can be considered

Only as an approximation.

The unidentified aerial object was submitted to the

Analytical Chemistry Section, where a portion was filed off and,

from this,a semi-quantitative spectrographic analysis was obtained.

The results of this analysis were provided to the Physical Chemistry

Section, and were correlated with the X-ray diffraction inter-

pretations.

EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS

The X-ray diffraction pattern obtained from the metallic

portion of the sample was interpreted as representing diffractions

from the following compounds:- ;

1) predominant constituent: face-centred cubic compound

| with unit-cell dimension, a = 3.62A approximately;

corresponds to a gamma-iron solid solution as

found in austenitic steel (austenite), e.g., nickel-

bearing and manganese-bearing types, and to

meteoric iron (taenite),

2) trace constituents: quartz and mulote,

The X-ray diffraction pattern obtained from the small amounts

of soft brown material on the surface of the aerial object was

interpreted as follows:-~



1) major constituent: quartz,

2) large minor constituent: spinel-type compound, close

to magnetite, Fe, 4’

3) small minor constituent: goethite, a-Fe,0,.H,0,

4) trace constituent: lepidocrocite, Y-Fe,0,.H,0.

Hetther X-nay diffraction pattern showed any indication of any other

crystalline constituents, or of any amorphous material,

The results of the semi-quantitative spectrog raphic

“analysis are as follows:-

Fe s PC,

Mn = 6, Si = 2, Ni = 0.6,

Cr = 0.3, Cu = 0.2, W =" 8.2, Sn = 0.1, Al = 0.1,

Co = 0.04, Mg = 0.03, Ba = 0.02, V = 0.008,

Mo = tr, Ti = tr.

The abbreviations PC and tr indicate principal constituent and

trace, respectively. The figures given are percentages by weight.

CONC LUSIONS

The X-ray diffraction analysis indicated that the

unidentified aerial object consisted of a metallic face-centred cubic

compound, with a unit-cell dimension agreeing with those of 1)

austenitic steel, and 2) meteoric iron. The semi-quantitative spectro-

graphic analysis showed, however, that there was insufficient nickel

present for the materialto be of meteoric origin, The amount of



manganese detected in the spectrographic analysis suggests that the

metallic material is best described as high-manganese austenitic

steel, This is consistent with the very weak ferromagnetic nature

of the metal.

The iron oxide and the hydrated.iron oxides on the surface

are normal results of the exposure of steel to the atmosphere. The

amounts of quartz and calcite detected by X-ray diffraction are very

small, and are common extraneous materials.

The low nickel and high manganese content are not

consistent with a meteoric origin, whereas they are consistent

with common high-tensile steels. The object is therefore considered

to be of terrestrial origin.

JF R:DV
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INVESTIGATIVE WORK ON THE

CHUNK OF HARDWARE
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Centre, Arthur Matthews setting up the

Tesla device.
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2nd left, Arthur Matthews; extreme right,

Ronald Anstee holding chipped-off sample,

Larger bits resisted all tools used.

Centre, Arthur Matthews testing tape

play-back, and Carol Halford-Watkins.

Your Editor, and co-worker.


