Did a UFO crash
here in 1947?
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New Mexico’s UFO mystery lingers

El Paso l’m

Forty years ago this week,
Army oflicials od that a

B Document: UFQ bebevers say
declasshed nfomaton supports
ther case [ 2A

UFO had crashed 75 miles
Roswell on a

Within hours, the Army said
the announcement was a mis-
itake and the object was just a
‘wrecked weather balloon.
| But those familiar with the
incident say the weather bal-
loon story was a coverup. The
mystery and controversy of

the “Roswell incident™ remains,
and flared again last weekend
at a symposium on UFOs.
Walter Haut was a first
lieutenant and public informa-
tion oflicer at Roswell Army Air
Field July 8, 1947, when the
commander, Col. Willam
lanchard, “called me and
sand, ‘We've got this thing. Get

a release out on it, it into
town to the news ia 80 that
we don’t look like we're trying
to hlde -nylhm

1 did ‘that, all hell
&rnk

In a recent interview, Haut
said the Army's
about the weather ba: louu
little sense in light of the
extraordinary  mecrecy  sur-
rounding what the government
cl was an ordinary
weather balloon.
Documents alleged to be
prool of a government cover-up

of the incident were a majpor

topic in Washington ac last

weekend's International  Swym.
um on Unidentified Swemal
mnn

of aII llllepd U sighcmgs)
because it -llw the bcmnmm“ra
the cosmic Watergate,” s
searc 4 h‘.#y-—:m"
gf lg nuclear g
ﬁndmn
400 people attending the svm.
posium, which marked the 40th
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UFO

Contnued from 1A

annpversary of the first reported

UFOQ sighung June 24, 1947,
i Washington state. Other
reported  sightings  followed

throughout the summer of 1947,
including several in New Mex
o

Some UFO rescarchers be
lieve alien bodies were found in
the crash northwest of Poswell
But no mention of any bodies
was made 1 reports at the
tune of the crash

The wreckage reportedly was
taken to Fort Worth Army Base,
where, shortly after Haut's
announcement, Brig Gen
Roger Ramey called a news
conference. Ramey and ¢
officials displayed what ¥
said was debria from the site,
and explained 1t woas just a
weather balloon and its radar
detection equipment

But others i:.n.n- joined Haut
mn challenging that version

® A former Army intells
gence officer who had helped
gather the debris smid it wasn't
a weather balloon

® Atelevision newsman, who
r 2 Roswell
station, smd he was v
sited often by government ofli
cials who warned him not to

talk about a conversation he

had with the rancher who
d the wreckage

rancher's son., who

later found more pieces washed
up by raanstorms, said that two
years after the incident he
wagged 1n a par one might
mbout his collection. He said he
was visited the next day by
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UFO Investigator Clifford Stone of Roswell visits the Corona, N.M., area where a UFO

allegedly crashed n 1947,

mal y authorities who took
the fragments away from him,
The story began a couple of
weeks before the Army's an
nouncement and the quick re
traction, when Corona, N.M
area rancher Mac Brazel disco
vered the wreckage on  his

Iand

Floyd Proctor, then 11 years
old. lived on m nearby ranch. He
said his father was approached
by Brazel, who wanted his
neighbor to have a look at the
debris. Proctor said his father
never got around to visiting the
site, but that Brazel traveled 1o
Roswell July 6 to report the
find.

Before the military got in.
volved, Brazel ped to visit
radio newsman Frank Joyoce
because the rancher had hoard
newscasta about {lying discs.

Joyce, now an Albuquerque
television newsman, said gov
ernment  officials found out
about the conversation and
demanded th-t he remain silent
about it Ln said he kept
%m about the crash for about

years, after government
agents teﬁutodly visited him
into the early 1960a to ensure
his mlence. He still won't dis-
close details of his conversation
with Brazel

Joyce said he traveled to the

Brazel ranch to report the
crash, but never saw any of the
material because authorities
confined him to a closed room
After the weather balloon
story was issued, Brazel ap
peared with military personnel
to answer questions from re
rs. “If 1 find anything
alse short of a bomb, it's going to
be hard to get me to talk,” he
said in one Associated Press

account.
His son, Bill Brazel of Capi-
tan, } . said his father later
kept quiet about the event
because of a pledge made to
military authorities.
Bill Brazel said that during

the next two years, he picked up
a few pieces of the wrecka
bragg i a bar about his
collection and lost it to the
military who visiled him the
next day

The Army intelligence officer
in charge of recovering the
wreckage at the site was Ma
Jesse Marcel of Roswell Army
Air Field. Before he died last
year he had discussed the
incwdent 1n a documentary for a
Home Box Office program

“It was not a weather bal
loon, nor an aircraft, nor a
rmissile [t was something else,”
he sad

Marcel. who later became a
lieutenant colonel, described de
bris flung over an area about
three gquarters of a mile long
and several hundred feet wide

He said the metallic sub
stances were extremely thin
and light, “like the tinfoil in a
pack of cigarette paper.” But
the metal was durable and could
not be creased, he sawd

Some fragments were de
scribed as looking like tough
parchment Some lshaped

pieces displayed hieroglyphic
type writing, witnesses said

m:ury rsonnel at the
wene dﬂ.{nv\-rrnt vehicles
and tnuupnm-cl material back
to Roawell. Marcel toted some of
the wreckage in the back scat
and trunk of his car, and showed
it later to hus family

His son, J.A. Marcel
doctor 1n Helena, Mont
years old then

“Almost to thiz day | can
visualize 1t," the younger Mar
cel said. It was an incredible
thing.”

He described patterns of lav
ender color imbedded in [-beam
like matenal

now o
was 12

The son also recalled thm
40 vears ago his father haa eand
a weather balloon story sae a
deception to appease the pub
lc

“Dad would have been nmi!
iar with radar detection smnup
ment,” J A. Marcel saa
was tramned 1n radio ana  =wc
tronics. He would have knuen

Haut, who stall lives i Roe
well, never « the
remains, but 1

ry hone-cre. |
think there was a big coves .up
all the way through on thim

At Corona. Proctor aac
doesn't beleve “anyboay  =ver

bought the weather raoon
storv. A lot of prople wonimerold
whether it was somethine -

was an Air Force experimesic o
whether it could have mewn

something from outer spac

The Roswell UFO
challenged by a n
known UFO skeptic
Klass of Washingon
asked, “Do you want to owiseve
in the mm"\ g

Klass, formerly a senimr ods

tor for J\uu.«n Week ana “moace

bal
nal
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I would say th
erash is probably a very
very f incident,
ford
Investig
sively
was made
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