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Yum City, Arizona & February 1953

I. Deseription of Incident

At 1390 MST a noteorological aid for the U.S. Weather Bureau vas searching
for a lost woather balloon with the aid of a, theodolite when he sighted a solid
white, oblong objoct at a direction of 157.2° and elevation of 53.3°. The size
of the object consisted of one minute of arc.

The object appeared to be ascending straight up, then levelled off and at
$43 point was Joined by a second object of exactly the sane description. Tho
‘ocond object left the fiold of the theadolite twice but returned each tine to
Join the original, They both disappeared similtancously at an angle of 20l.1°
&t an elevation of 29.1°. At 20li.2° the sky was covered by cirrus clouds at.
approxinately 25,000 ft.

Tho objects renained in vision for five Rinutes. The observer stated that
tho objects rose nore rapidly than any balloon he hag ever seen and furthermore
Roved against the provailing westucly winds. There appeared to be no glinser or
Feflection fron the sun fron the objects.

IT. Discussion of Incident

Fron the obsorvers obvious experience in tracking balloons, 4t is concluded
‘that these objects could not have been balloons especially since they were seen

| ho was axaro of then and could not have confused then with the unknown objects.
Bocauso of the maneuvers and tho tine of day, astrononical activity must be ruled

ts out. ATIC has not been able to find an answer to this sighting.

| XII. Conclusion

Unkxiown.

to move against the wind. There were aircraft in the area but the observer states
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Probably airoratt.


