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UNCLASSIFIED

SECRET

STATUS OF FROJECT BLUZ BOOX

I. OVIRALL STATUS
A total of 89 reports of unidentified aerial objecte were received by
Project Bluw Book during the period covered by Status Report Mo. 11 (March,
April, and Moy 1953). A total of 108 reporte were sutaltted for December,
January, and February; the general influx has therefore dropped noticeably
with the exception of the moath of March 1953.

In March, $9 FLYOIRPT3 were received, S3 percent from military observers,
the remaining from civilians fn various walks of 1ife. Xnown astronoamical
phenomena accounted for 21 of the sightings or approximately 35 percent, with
the planet Venus the eatadblished cause of 16 flying odject reports. Venus
appears lov on the horizon at this tize of year and fs unusually bright; it
is possible for it to appear to change color end perform erratic mancuvers
when eeen through thin clouds or ground haze. In this conmection it fe in-
tercoting to note that experienced ailitary pllots reported this phenomena
in four instances ms an unidentified aerial object. However, the majority
of proven Venus sightinge vere turned fn by members of the Ground Observes
Corps. One was reported by an airlines pilot.

During the last three months of operation, Project Blue Book has received
an average of 10 reports per week vhich (s consi{derably under the five FLYOERPTS
per day submitted during the fall of 1952. The volume of reports during the
spring of 1953 has been the lovest in the last twvo years and it is believed
the generally inclement weather throughout the United States has hod such to
do'with this.
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