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formation of éll(‘.:"l‘h &2‘ m:m“lr Mount Rainimr, W
ing newspaper publicity of this incident caught the public intere
shortly thereafter, a rash of reports of unidentified a ial o
the term "flying saucers", During the years since 194
anidentified acrial objects have been received by the Air orce
and diverse sources, i

The unfortunate term "flying saucer", or “uyhg_#lﬁ" A
its widespread and indiscriminate use, requires definition,
tions have been offered, one of the best being that originat
Allen Hynek, Director of the Emerson McMillin Observatory of
State University, who has taken a scienfific inter 2
anidentified aerial objects since 1949. Dr. Hynel
is "any acrial phenomenon oF sighting that remains
viewer at least long enough for him to write a report
elaborating on his definition, says, "Each flying saucer
associated with it a probable lifetime, It wanders in |
spection like an electron in a field of ions, until 'captu
tion which puts an end to its existence as'a 'ilying sauce

This definition would be applicable to any and all of
which remained unidentified throughout this study.
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Since 1947, public interest in the subject of unid
fluctuated more or less within reasonable limits un!

when the frequency of reports of sightings reac!
lated by several articles on the subject in leading

Early in 1952, the Air Force's cumulative m
reported sightings indicated that the majority of repo:
for as misinterpretations of known objects
aiccraft), a few as the result of mild hyste
of unfamiliar meteorological phenomena
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