
(
a
e

5s?

‘ INTRODUCTION

ee YORKPobLes eoee eeeee RAPORNACION SERVICE

4p Jared: ‘Daiagy Hdabo, businessmanand —

private pilohyy Feportedibe Bawef{amous sighting of a poe é
Permmation of Sescsataped OB}eLAKnear Mount Rainier, Washington. Results
ing newspaper publicity of this incident caught the public interes!

shortly thereafter, a rash of reports of unidentified aerial objects

the term "flying saucers", During the years since 1947, many re

onidentified aerial objects have been received by the Air Force aes
and diverse sources,

‘The unfortunate term "flying saucer", or "flying dis

its widespread and indiscriminate use, requires definition,

tions have been offered, one of the best being that originated by Dr.
Allen Hynek, Director of the Emerson McMillin Observatory of The
State University, who has taken a sciensific interest in the problem of
setentified aerial objects since 1949, Dr. Hynek's definition of the te
is “any aerial ph non oF sighting that ed to the.
viewer at least long enough for him to write a report about a()), Dr. Hyn
claborating on his definition, says, "Each flying saucer), ‘so defined, has
caeneiated with it a probable lifetime, It wanders in the field of pablic
spection like an electron in a field of ions, until *¢ ptured! ty ‘an explana:
tion which puts an end to its existence as'a "flying aucer'TM(2), pee

‘This definition would be applicable to any and all of the sightings |
which remained unidentified throughout this s

tudy. RE

Since 1947, public interest in the subject of unidentified ser

fuctuated more oF less within reasonable limits unti
l the summe)

when the frequency of reports of sightings reached a pesky, Ross”

ated by several articles on the subject in leading PoPSIar:

Early in 1952, the Air Force’ cumulative study and|

reported sightings indicated that the ‘majority of reports ‘could,
foe as misinterpretations of known objects (such as meteors,
rceatt), a few as the result of mild hysteria, an

d a Very sews

areata) jar meteorological phenomena and light aberrations:]

Ty Tour] Ary Unwmoal feral Phenomena, Journal of te Optical Society of
pp Sil-314, Apel, 1859.


