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Continantal Divide, New Woxico 26 January 1953

I. Description of Incident

On January 1 at 2115 MST Alr Force porsonnel stationad at an AQLW
station f: this :,mezl’nurvod an aerial phonomencn simultaneously by electronic
and visual means. To the naked eyo the object appeared as a very bright reddish-
white cbject estimated to bo 10 =iles west of the radar site. The objoct passed
bahind a hill and then reappeared apparontly haading in a mortherly direction at
& slow spood. The sirman making this visual chaervation roported it to peorson-
nel manning the radar equipnent, Thoy atated that they had an unidentified blip
on tho radar scops, appearing wost of tho station approximatoly 9 miles away.
The acopa showad tho objoct to bo on a 270° azimuth ab an altitude of 10-15,000!
=oving away from the site ab 12-15 mph. It was oventually lost on radar at the
18 =ile range. The object was undor visual and radar observation intormittently
for L5 minutes. The elevation of the station is 7,500' sbove sea level,

Weather at the time was charactorfized by a high thin overcast and low
scattored clouds. Winds aloft were from 270° at 30 knots at 10-30,000'. An
atmospheric inversion layer existod at 18,000' with the top at 21,0007,

II. Discussion of Incident

This is the sost complete report ever roceivad by ATIC on the sighting of
an unidontified abject, The intolligence officer of the 34th Afr Division, ADC,
is to bo camplimented on his initiative and complete covering of all tho angles
bearing on the observation, ¥oreover, the coabination visval-olectronic sighting
43 tho best type of slghting to work with bocause it affords the moat information,

The intelligence of ficer preparing the report checked on weathor btalloon re-
leases in the arca of obsorvation as a possible answer to the sighting, It was
found that & 9' radiosondo balloon reloased from Winslow, Ar!:’.un.‘"\, would offer
the only posaibility. The unknown object was obsorved to move from east to west,
against the provalling winds aloft which Tules out the balloon theorv., Also the
sighting time of 015 X 43 1 hour and 15 mirutes after the Tinslow r’olcas‘e and
by that tiza it 4s probable that the radiosonde had burst at altitude long before.

The fact that the object was dotected on radar and se 1
- OF radar and seen visually for so lo
L poriocd of tiuo‘unr.im'.qs the Poaalbility of an astronomical solutd n, such .:8
& star or ﬁ.rob\z_.‘.l, ard espocially 4f both Tadar and eye wore seo ng tho same ob-
g;ct,lii. 10"un1'i::1.r that thease objocts would cause radar rot « Since the
WA X - - i
Jec 8 trac at 12 %0 15 mph, aircraft aro also elininated ag a poasibility.

ATIC electronics specialists advanced tha
large visual radar size of the target
tho cause of the oloctronic plek-up,
8ppears Lo be too high to offect the r which was track
to 15,000', The weathor-offoct wpla don cannot, or.c) 13
sioultaneous visual sighting, Thuro 43 s PO3sibility which A:.‘JC is now checking

51

spocd and

TEL_TLn6

aightings ases to colnelde too
both wore obsorving different objects,

Two other items added to the
roporting intolligence officer \l‘l
mm quuﬁonmin“ ; and an y Data
T analysis of this sigh adiaba
and aroa of sighting mmmuwh' o
carried in Projoct Blue Book's files sg

III. Conolusion
Unknown

Sampson Alr Force Base, New York

I, Deseription of Fncident .
A% 2320 2 an almman at Sazpson AFS,

luzinous rectangular shaped unidentifi

object traveled through an are of 70

aocund,

Il Discusaion of Incident
The object above described appeared
analysis is very difffcult, Howover,
local aircraft and was told that a
the sighting tizme.
III. Conclusion

Possidbly aireraft.
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