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Continantal Divide, New Voxico 26 January 1953

I. Deseription of Incident

MST Air Force personnel stationed at an ATtation ss Rrisiareaconee ies aerial non simeltaneously ty: electronie
and visual means. To tho naked eyo the object appeared as a very bright reddish=
white object estinated to bo 10 niles most of tha radar site. Tho object passed
Dehind @ hill and thon reappeared apparontly heading in a morthorly direction at
& Slow spood. Tho airman making this visual observation reported it to porson=
Rol sanning the radar equipment. Thoy statod that they had an unidentified blip
gn tho radar scope, appearing wost of the station approxizatoly 9 aLlea amays
Tho scopo showed tho object to de on a 270° azimuth at an altitude of 20-15,000!
Roving away from tho sito at 12-15 ph. It was eventually lost on radar at the
28 nile range. The object was undor visual and radar observation intoratttentlyfor 45 minutos. ‘The elevation of the station 4s 7,500" above sea level.

Weather at the tine was charactorized by a high thin overcast and low
seattored clouds, Finds aloft were fron 270° at 30 knots at 10-30,000'. Anatmospheric inversion layer existed at 18,000" with the top at 21,000",

I. Discussion of Incide:

This is the Bost coapleto report ever received by ATIC on tho sighting ofgn unidentified object. The intolligence officor of the Blith Air Division, ADC,$2 te be complinented on his inttiative and complete covering of all the anglesPeering on the observation. Moreover, the coabination visual-olestronte sighting48 the boat typo of sighting to work with docauso 4¢ affords the sest information.

ane Anteligence officor preparing tho report checked on weathor balloon re-deases in the aroa of observation as a possibin answer to the ot nting. It wasfound that a 91 radiosonde balloon released froa Winslow, Arizona, would offerfhe only possibility. The unknown object was observed t> sore’ hoe east to wast,sneaky te Prevailing winds aloft which rules out the balloon theeren “Aveo enetiebting tine of OLS @ 8 2 hour and 15 aimites after the Meare ease andby that tine it 4s probable that tho radiosonde had burst ae altitude long before.
gne fact that the object was detected on radar and seen viPeriod of tino olininates the possibility ofeats aeaeently SA eopectally Af both redar and eye meee tho sane ob-

decks it 40 unlikely that thoso objects would cause radar returns. “Sinco the
ee Smead Us 12 te 25 wed, aircraft ore alos sian 4 a2 a possibility.

ally for so long
an astronomical solution, such a8

ATIC electronics Specialists advanced the theory that thodarge visual radar sizo of the target sake ie‘the cause of the electronic Pick-up, However, the inverst layor at 2 Y
ehrgats to be too high to offect the radar which easyereto theobecneg

{0 25,000". ‘The woathor-offect explanation es wt, of course, nt for tho
simultaneous visual eighting, There is a poseimr: ty which ATIC 18 now checking

a 1s

Slow spoed and
pear that weather effects may be

‘that the radar Bay have been
Personne)

bright on tho weatern horizon at thisencountered the aforecentioned weather
degree of cotnet.sightings ee0n to coincide too

both wore obsorving different

‘Two othor itens added to the 
fTeporting intelligence officer with a USAF techetoes Torenvisual quostionnatro, and an Electrontespure sovortsFurther analysis of this sighting awaitsand aroa of sighting and until this 4:

carried in Project Blue Book's

TIT. Conclusion

Unknown

Sampson Air Foree Bise, New York

Deseription of Incido:

Av 23203 an airmanat Sampson AFB,

luninous rectangular shaped unidontifi

object traveled through an aro of 70 or 60

sound,

forThe object above dosertbed appeared for 0
analysis 49 very difficult. However, ATIC
local atreraft and was told that

the sighting time.

ne

III. Conclusion

Possibly airorafte
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