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MIMORANDUM TO PROJECT SECOND STOREY COMMITTEE :

5 In conducting various interviews with observers who have
sighted various flying objects it was apparent that a certain amount of
malobservation and faulty memory was involved.

2. In order to check the general characteristics of public
observational capacity it is proposed to arrange for an illuminated object
to appear in the Ottawa skies for approximately 1/2 minute with its exact
whereabouts and size known only to this Committee. Such an object would be
seen by a number of people who could then be interviewed and their state-
ments obteined. Compsrison between their statements and the known facts

should give a valuable weighting factor to be used in evaluating subsequent
observations.

3. The attached sketch shows a relatively simple device for
producing the desired effect. It is proposed to inflate an ordinary
meteorological belloon to approximately 6 feet in diameter and suspend
beneath it at a safe distance, say ten or fifteen feet, a thin aluminum
cone im which is mounted a 35 second standard white magnesium flare. The
flare could be ignited by an appropriate length of ble'sting fuse, the rate
of burning of which is known, so that the device could be timed to fire

at a predetermined altitude. The intense light from the magnesium flare

. should not be visible to observers on the ground but the rubber balloon

should be brilliantly illuminated and should provide a suitablo object
for observation.

e The undersigned is prepared to undertake this experiment
within the Department of Transport establishment but assistance of the

. Committee will be required in obtaining release of a suitable flare from

the Department of National Defence.

(W.B. Smith)
Senior Radio Engineer
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The first meeting of the Project Second Storey committee was
held on April 22, 1952, chaired by Solandt. The secretary of the
group was Mr. H.C. Oatway. Others in attendance included
Squadron Leader L.PS. Bing from the Joint Intelligence Service,
Group Captain D.M. Edwards from the Directorate of Air
Intelligence, Commodore J.C. Pratt from the Directorate of
Naval Intelligence, Lieutenant Colonel E.Hy Webb from the
Directorate of Military Operations and Planning, Flight
Lieutenant V.L. Bradley (DRB), Mr. A.J. Langley (DRB), Dr.
Peter Millman from the Dominion Observatory, and of course,
Wilbert B. Smith from the Department of Transport. Over suc-

ceeding meetings some names would change.
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Atthis first meeting Solandt noted that based on the frequency

ol occurrence and persistent nature of the UFO phenomena, the
idea that these were hallucinations should be

committce also decided that the curre

ruled out. The

nt approach to collecting

and studying reports was haphazard and that a more structured

method was desirable. The Second Storey meetings were intended

to conlirm il a more intensive effort was require

ing the phenomena, and if S0,
organizing such an cffort. The air lorce tepresentative indicated

that in the United States. work done in studying UFO reports
by the USAF had resulted in litle

But then he added:

d in investigat-

to develop ways and means of

information of significance.

.- - In so far as the press and public were concerned at least,

[the saucer studies] had been discontinued. Very recently,

however, this investigation was re-opened, but is now
g

classified ®

This comment was most likely made in reference to the findings

of Project Grudge and its subsequent transformation into Project

Blue Book in March 1952, 1t scems that the public was being

given one conclusion, that is, that there was nothing to the phe-
FOs were being terminated,
while in reality Project Blue Book was being initi

UFOs as a classificd effort

nomena and that studies into U

ated to study the

According to Blue Book, the carlier conclusions from the

Project Saucer (Grudge) report, which stated that Uro sightings

were the result of hysteria and the like, had been overturned

and many were from reliable
military personnel themselves. The reason given lor the

because reports were continuing

“Secret”
security classification was 10 protect the names of those filing

reports. As well, it was explained that the original classilication

|
-~
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of “Top Secret™ had been used in earlier studies because no one
knew where the investigations would lead. Now the classifica-
tion had been downgraded to Secret, in the event that sensitive
locations or classified equipment entered the discussion. No
mention was made of crashed saucers, and it may be that this
information, if real, was being held back even from Blue Book.
One thing is certain, though, as pointed out by Stanton
Friedman in Top Secret/Majic. Even Blue Book produced a report
called “Special Report 14," which listed more than 600 unex-
plained sightings. However, the USAF publicly provided a
diluted version of the report without giving its name or many of
the startling facts it contained. The CIA was also convening a
group to study UFOs. It was known as the Robertson Panel,
since it was chaired by physicist Dr. H. P Robertson. As Timothy
Good points out in Above Top Secret, this panel seems to have
been established to debunk sightings and discredit witnesses
while concealing the truth.

At the Second Storey meeting, Smith took the opportunity to
expound an extraterrestrial hypothesis. He had found an appar-
ent correlation between the onset of sightings and the position
‘of the planet Mars. He said the number of sightings increased
when, due to their respective orbits, Mars and Farth came closer
together in space. Smith then spoke about his own work with the
Department of Transport’s ionospheric stations. He indicated
that no anomalous electromagnetic phenomena had been
detected at these stations which might indicate the presence of a
flying saucer. At no time during the meeting ditl Smith reveal his
discussions with Sarbacher.

Oatway, the secretary of the group, told this author in 1995
that he was unaware of any discussions Smith had shared with
Sarbacher. Oatway felt that Smith was a brilliant engineer in his
field, but did not share his belief in extraterrestrials. If Solandt

—
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was awarc ol the information from Sarbacher, he
on. Itis important to note that everything Smith di
respect to flying saucers was based on the infor
Sarbacher that UFOs were from outer space. Smitl
to prove that they were extraterrestrial, becaus
“knew.” His goal was to solve the propulsion probl

Solandt took the opposite position to Smith at t!
ing and spoke about a terrestrial-based theory for '
He said that an aeronautical engineer, John Fros:

Canada Limited, believed the objects were of R

Frost had perhaps based this conclusion on his '

alleged German flying saucer designs from the wa:
that Frosts ideas were to be seriously considered b

the saucers were extraterrestrial, Solandt believer

still have to follow conventional aerodynamic 1

!
earth’s atmosphere. Besides, he thought that a new
speed design might evolve from Frosts work.
When the first meeting of Project Second Stor:

close, it was decided that Dr. Millman from th

Observatory would be the chairman at future m-:

group agreed to strive to produce a UFO-reportir

J
id not let
said with
ion from
s not out

already

st meet-

) reports.

- A.V. Roe
'n origin.

~vledge of

Jlandt felt

se even if

oy would

'y in the

-~ of high-

-ame to a
ominion

ings. The

question-

naire, develop interrogation procedures, and establisi: + standard

approach for recording and analyzing reports. The { RB would

remain in an advisory capacity and the collection of reports

would be through field organizations such as the military and the

RCMP The group was cssentially formalizing what had begun in

1950, and the new questionnaire would in fact become a refine-

ment of the one developed in 1950,

At the second meeting, held on April 24, 1952, the group

decided that the U.S. authorities should be [ormally approached

for a possible exchange of information on the subject of UFOs.

This was to be done through the DRB member in Washington.
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A review ol the minutes from succeeding meetings shows only
that some inquirics were made and a summary ol Project Blue
Book was reccived from the USAT There was no mention of
Sarbacher, the committee under Bush, or anything clse related to
retricved disks. 1t is also not known il Bremner was the contact
man in question.

At the group’s subsequent meeting, in May 1952, the official
title of Project Second Storey was adopted. The important part of
this meeting was the instruction Solandt gave to Millman: “The

committee and all deliberations are classified as Confidential and

must be so treated. Contacts with the press or public are not to
be made.” Interestingly, Wilbert Smith’s name is also underlined
in the minutes of this meeting. |

Solandt gave no reason for his position but it probably
harkened back to his earlier request to Smith that the U.S. clas-
sification on these matters be respected. What is peculiar about
the directive not to speak to the media is that there was every
indication Project Second Storey was to be open to the public,
from whom it would solicit reports of sightings. Here again one
wonders if perhaps two conclusions would be drawn. One con-
clusion would be for public consumption and the other for the
government.

The committee, with considerable input from Smith, finally
developed a suitable questionnaire with accompanying instruc-
tions. This was to replace the questionnaire developed and used
in 1950. Smith even conducted an experiment for the group, to
help determine the validity of reported sightings M.e., how reli-
able witnesses would be in reporting what they saw.

Under the auspices of his Department, Smith launched a
twelve-foot diameter meteorological balloon from the site of the
agricultural experimental farm in Ottawa. Attached to the bal-
loon was a thirty-second magnesium flare. The launch time was
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952 pom.,on the evening of September 8, 1952, The pr
not notified. Smith was hoping that as witnesses called
sightings, he could determine how accurately the ballo
tures were being reported.

The actual result was that no witnesses came forwa
reports and Smith was unable to perform the validation
hoped for. Any one of a number of things could have gon:
but it may have been simply that, perhaps in the absencr
as an attention getter, no one happened to be looking
time. Alternatively, maybe the object was recognized
was, a balloon, and promptly dismissed as nothing un
reporting. In fact, Smith could perhaps have made use
ings of the Chant meteor. Although no one knew ex
was, there were enough sightings across Canada an:'
States which could have been used for comparative -

Smith soon became dissatisfied with the Project S
committce. Whereas he wanted investigations and
committee was interested only in receiving and catalc
ings. He had made several recommendations, few of v '
accepted because they involved expanding the scope ol
mittee beyond the range in which its members were i1
He believed that apart from Millman, none ol the oth

bers, who were mostly intelligence types, had any -

interest in the saucers. Though Smith continued attend

meetings, he pressed ahead independently with Project *

his own study and analysis ol the reports of UFOs, in I+
finding clues to their methods of propulsion.

Although the actual minutes of it appear not to exist
meeting of Project Second Storey was held on February 25
At this meeting it was concluded that the sightings did nc
themselves to a scientiflic method ol investigation.”® Des;

efforts and the conclusions reached in his report, Smi
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apparently been unable to convince the Project Second Storey
members of the value of the work. The project secretary
informed the DAI of the group’s conclusions. Oatway also noted,
however, that while reports would not be analyzed, they would
continue to be collected, and Millman wrote a summary memo-
randum expressing this conclusion.

According to Arthur Bray, a draft of the minutes of this last
meceting was made available to him. In it there was no discussion
of Smith’s final Project Magnet report, but as it turned out,
Smith’s conclusions were not supported by the Project Second
Storey committee or by his own Department of Transport.

For his part, Solandt remained silent on Smith’s conclusions,
noting only that from information he had obtained in the United
States, it was unnecessary to put any more manpower into
the study of UFOs. In fact, what happened was that Smith had
just been discredited (see Chapter Three) when Project Second
Storey failed to endorse his conclusions.

Enter Peter Millman. Millman did not subscribe to a belief in
the extraterrestrial hypothesis and may have been chosen as
chairman of Project Second Storey because of his skepticism. Or
he may have been selected because it was known that he had
already formulated a conclusion. In fact, Millman was the
Canadian equivalent of the late Dr. Allen Hynek, professor of
astronomy at Northwestern University and early hard-nosed
skeptic of UFOs. Hynek had been asked to be a consultant to
Project Sign in 1948 and remained as consultant to the USAF
and Project Blue Book for about twenty moré years, completely
debunking UFO reports, before he slowly began to change his
mind. He would later write that the air force attitude was to
debunk and that he believed some of the best-reported cases
bypassed him and Blue Book and went directly to some higher
authority.
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Putting Millman in charge of Second Storcy was an excellent
way for Solandt to distance himsell from Smith and the entire
subject, il that was his intention. Smith had recoy ized that
Project Second Storey was essentially a do-nothing mmittée.
Fven Brant, Smiths boss, criticized Second Storey nd came
down on the Defence Research Board for leaving all 17¢ investi-
gatng to Smith and the Department of Transport.

I there was any kind of cover-up in the Smith affair, it might
have been by the DRB and the liaison staff in Washington. Just
what did Solandt find out when he made his inquiries in
Washington? What did Arnold Wright or Gordon E. ¢ nx know?
Why had the Minister of National Defence requestd a joint
committee be established to study the matter? What did the
people in the Joint Intelligence Committee know? The questions

go on, but are not answered in the files thus far unco cred.

Wilbert Smith developed brain cancer in 1961 an died the

following year. It is possible that proof of the existenc: of UFOs
as interplanetary vehicles died with him, and his legac v consists
largely of unanswered questions.

Dr. Solandt passed away in the early nineties. He remained
adamant that he had no knowledge of crashed disk- or alien
bodies. |

At that first meeting of Project Second Storey bac! in April
1952, Solandt had countered Smith’s extraterrestrial hypothesis

and spoke of the work of John Frost ol A.V. Roe. Frost was hop-

ing to build a flying saucer using conventional technol- gy based

on information obtained from Nazi Germany.

On June 7, 1952, the following article appeared in ' German
newspaper, the Duesseldorfer Nachrichten, entitled “Flyink
Saucers German V 72" It quoted France Soir, a Paris n wspaper;
as stating that flying saucers were the result of German designs

towards the end of the war.
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Kinutes of a lMeeting to Discuss "Flying

Saucers" Sigating, 22 April, 1952, C
Chairman: - " Dr. 0.M. Solandt(DRB)
Present: ) S/L L.P.S. Bing (JIS)

F/L V.L. Bradley (DRB)
Col. G.H. Carrie (DRB
G/C D.l, Edwords éDAI
Mr, A.J, Langlcy (DRB
Dr. P.M. }illman (Doa. Observ.)
Cdr,.J.C. Pratt (DNI)

Mr. W.B. Smith  (DOT) _
Lt.Col. E.H. Vebb (DMO & P)

‘Secretary: - Mr. H. C. Oatway (DRB)

The Chairman opcned the meeting with
a brief reference to the more frequent occurance of
"Flying Saucer" sightings. The frequency and persis-
tency of the sightings would tend to discount the thaory,
of 'hallucinations'. This, coupled with an arouscd
public interest in these sightings, tended to call for
a more active stand on the matter. At present the
gathering of reports was rather haphazard and the
reaction of the Services wes passive. It is thought
that a more active and intensive effort should be made
to obtain these data on an organized basis, and &all
reports investigated and analysed. The objects of
the meeting were then to determine if a more serious
effort is justified and, if so, ways and means of
implementing zn organized effort. Organizations such
as the Ovbserver Corps might be enlisted for the job
of sighting. If nothing else, this could serve as a
useful trzining for the Corps. An examination of the

" theories might prove useful in giving a lead to the

best locations for sighting. It was fortunate thet
proponents of the theories of terrestrial and extra-
terrestrial origins were in contact witn the D.R.B.
and their data could be examined first hand.
In the discussions which followed,
it was pointed out that precise and realistic details
were lacking in all known reports. If observers such
as the Rangers, watchers on ship board and the Obser-
ver Corps, which incidentally is really still in the
paper organization stage, are to be enlisted some
well plenned guidance would be necessary. A smsll
boolklet illustrating typical celestizl phenonena
would result in more intelligent observstion and
eliminate meny erroncous impressions. It was con-

. siderad desirable to obtain information from U.S.

interviews obtained under proper interrogation pro-
cedure, but to avoild the U.S. analysis of these -
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interviews which was often unacceptable to some members
of this Committee.

Mr. Smith briefly outlined the extra-
terrestrial origin theory. A plot of the frequency and
timing of sighting related to the opposition of the pla-
net lars to the earth was displayed. Sightings occur
at approximately six week intervals but the frequency
is much higher durinz periods vhen {he plzanets are near-
ing each other such as in the present month. The more
relisble obscrvations place these cbjects at helghts
of 100 to 300 miles moving with velocities in the order
of 1000 - 2000 moh. Terrestrial bodies making use of
alrfoils could not operate at these heights. ©Size and
pover limitations also negate earthy origins. The bri-
1liance of sighting after sunsat could be explained by
veflections from the body at these altitudes of the
sun's illumination, or in daylight by frictional heating
or Other msgnetic heating efrfects. Considering the
orbital velocities of the earth and Mars (18 and 15
miles per secon respectively) and theilr nesrest positlons
(e.g. 52,000,000 miles on lzy 8th) with a continuous
acceleration of 2 g for 3 or 4 days, these distances
could be traversed. ' '

~ iir. Langley stzted that no electronic
reports had been received of flying saucers. It was
generally agreed that no electromsgnetic radiations had
ever bzen found which could not pe traced to terrestricl
origin. If electronics are associated with these objects,
their freguencies are outside the presently usable ranges.
Lir. Smith then elaborazted on the work of the jonosphere
stations wnich hsd been asked to report any unusual
findings, but with 'nil returns' to date. .

The Chzirmen outlined in broad terms the
theory of terrestrisl origin, nsmely a new type of air-
craft (presumably Russian) as expounded by MNr. Frost
of the A.V. Roe Compzar . This theory had some discre-
pancies, but the aerodynsmics were worth following as,
even if of extrz-terrestrial origin, the bodies would
have to follow zerodynamic theory within the earth atmos-
phere. AQlso a newv high spsed aircraft design might be
egolved. The theories outlined should give an impetus

to the flying saucer investigations.

It was generally agreed that a more active
jnvestigaticn should be undertaken. The Chairman believed
that the function of the D.R.3. should be mainly advisory
as the collecting of reports could best be done by field
organizations. The representstives of the Services agreed
and will use their discretion in the choice of their more
suitsble sections to use for observers.

It was decided that a Committee should be
formed to give a lesd in this activity and to stendardize

procedures, etc. tccordingly the follewling were nominated -

and zgreed to act: Dr. ilillman (Chairman) G/C Edvards,
Lt., Col. Lebb, Cdr Pratt, F/L Bradley, and Mr. Oatway
(Secretary) This committee was to prepare a brief of

instructions for observers; examine interrogation procedures

to get a consolidated and pertinent series of questionsj

CONFIDP.E{/IAL ’?(" JYJM’\ Ll
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and to establish a standard method of recording and
indexing for subsequent analysis.

Finally G/C Edwards suggested that the
RCHP might prove to be a valuable addition as obser-
vers. This organization has the added advantage of
having trained interrogators.

The Chairmen thznked those present for
attending and for their willingness to aid in these
investigations.

26 April 1952
OTTAWA .
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Minutes of the First l'eeting of the Comznittee
Set Up to Deel with"Flying Saucers" Sightings
24 April 1952

DEFENCE RESEARCH BOARD )
n!_d {

Chairmant Dr. P.if. Millman Dom. Observ
lembers Lt.Cdr. J.C.L. Annesley D.N.I.
S/L L.P.S. Bing J.1.S.
F/L V.L. Bradley D.R.B.
Ifr, \i.B. Smith D.0.T.
W/C N.\. Timmerman D.A.I.
Lt.Col. E.H. VebD DID&P.
Secretary _ I‘r. H. C. Oatway D.R.B.

For the benefit of those who were not pre-
sent at the general meeting held on April 22nd, the
Chairman opened the meeting with a brief resume of
discussions leading to the formation of this Committee
and the terms of reference., He then tsbled three books
by Kehoe, Scully and Heard deeling with Flying Sauc2rs
sightings es worthy study as they give z fairly useful
sunnary of the most important publicaslly recorded sight-
ings. These can be used in addition to newspapesr reports.

S/L Bing tabled a raport by the RCAF relzative
to the USAF project on Flying Szucers. This report 1is
to be duplicated by the RCAF znd copies pessed to the
Secretary for distribution to the Committee members.

The question of the security clessification
of the vork of the committze was then discussed. It
was agreed tnat CORFIDSITIAL was sufficient, but that
mempers should be clezred to SECRET to fecllitete eny
exchange of informztion from internationel sources.

The Chairman stated that i1t would probzdly
be better to divorce this work from the questionable
title of "Flying¢ Szucers'", end thought thet some nenme
entirely without meening such 2s "Project Theta" should
be adooted. The Committee zgreed in principle to this
suggestion, with thne exception thet the project narme
is not to be used during exchange of inforzation of sn
internstionz1 character., Such "exchangzs" are to be
effected through established channels only. There being
no further surgestions acceptable, the nzame "Project

.Thetzs" was adopted, subject to investigation by the

Secretery as to the Vslldltj of the use &rnd possible
duplicetion of the rems.

The possibility of obtaining U.S. data on
a reciprocel basis was considered desireble end the
Secretary wss instructed to have a formzl apnroach to
this effect msde through the DRB lMember in liashington.

Consideration was given to the interrogation.
form presently in uce by the RCAF. A4fter discussion,
it was agreed thst the form should immediately be re-
vised with accompanying instructions for its use. The
revised form (copy attached) was drzvn up end copies
are to be distributed by the Secretary prior to the
next meeting. The preparetion of the instructions was
divided zmong the members as follows:

] I DTl O
&l wiky 2902 Ve

o A




CONFIDENTIAL

T At all tige (,[)fjéco

DEFENCE RESEARCH BOARD 7

PROJECT

SIGHTING REPORT

(A separate form is to be used for each observer.)

A .. Details of Observer

1. Name of observer:
Surnzmei--=---memmmmm e — e Initials-~--

2. Address of observer:

Province---------cceecmun--

3. Occupztion and previous relevant. experience:

4, Age: @ mceemeemeeee-

5. Has observer seen "flying objects" before,
and if so, briefly, when, where, and circum-
stences:

6. Was observer wearing glasses?

o o e e = e e = . = = - e = P = — - e o o= o= o= =

B.. Detzils of Observation:

7.Date and loczl time:

9. General description of sighting:

- - - - - " - ——— = - = - - ——
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Balloons
Reflections

Halos and mirages
Aircraft '

Rockets and missiles

I'eteors
Planets

Aurora

A1l lFembers to contribute to items 12, 13

and 18.

) The Committee agreed to meet zgain on May
6th to finalize the interrogation form and pertinent

instructions.
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10. Number of objects: =—-emcccmccmce—e {‘
11. Length of time observed: —--——-eceeeeeu-o ’

12. Position : MM/MM’—

13. Position in which last seen:

DATOC LT ONT = oo oo o s i i o e v o o i

14, General description of any changes in
course: ‘
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20. Description of nolse, if any:

21. Yeather conditions:
(a) Clouds:
(b) Visibility
(c) Precipitation
(d) General remarks:

22, Vias the object flying above, below or in and
out of cloud?

23. Did anyone else see the object? If so
names, and addresses:

24. Is there other contributory evidence:
(Photographic, or electronic--etc)

—————————————————————————————————————————————————
——————————————————————————————————————————————————
—————————————————————————————————————————————————
—————————————————————————————————————————————————
-------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------
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/f’ Details of Interrogator
4 26, Interrogator:
Surname: ===----—=----- Initials/A#f---
Position heldi--------===-c-=----===<
27, Date and Plzce of Interrogation:
28. Interrogator's opinion of the reliability
of the observer,
Signature of Interrogator
N
/N 06’7
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19, Description of exhaust or vapour trails, if any.
@ernscnsrrsnenn e OD!...‘...'IQ.....I...0.0..0...'!'0...'.!'......

B R PP NI RPN P U s eral s sesiasensesssesstoesiornitisnatnorisnisavssnne

P PP AP NP Rase s seasisninieasasesniniensitassenivacnitasrssnniorenssces

20, Description of noise, if any:
oc--oou--o.oo-o--u--.o'o.unoo--o-o----.oo-q...ootoco--o-vofu-con

9 9090 08P es e seasnaenstarsitiessesnisinssrvesiseissntesprrscssresstace

21, Weather corditions:

(a) ClOUQSseseeeesosnssssansssssssasesncsssssssscassns

(b) Visibility.occol'pcccol-l-...--00.-oo.l.tl‘....l
(c) Precipitation:.‘......-..;.........-........-...
(d) General remerKS:eesesvesssscesascsssssscsssonnes

00 08P PP IR INgoiNscereseeesorersarBInesboePRLrel

22, Was ths object flying zbove, below or in and out of cloud?

@O 9000800086000 00080c000secsresssssenessvestoasnsasssssencrictnse

23. Did anyone else see ths object? If so, names and addresses:
@eovovesansavsnoe .l.ll".'.ll.'bl.l.lv.llll"....l“li'l'.l'l..ll.
oo secsescsevestabesvoorisserassaststscotssesarsoacssesostocaraoy
T T R R L TR E R PP R R R )
.'.'.ll..l‘..ll.l.‘l0"!llll....l"ll..."".‘.l....l.l..'......'
2, Is there othsr contribuiory evidence:
(Pnotographic, or clectronic, etc.)
oo vt oerens s et estieasesressristsses0esesseveeresereseenetRey
o6 esborsssecseatteerstuetts et ss0ssecetvsesesesnesssennesreonee
eveaeccsesscsasesteessesenerseestntttebte0etstssectocrosstespeen
25, Any other details: (including sketch if possible)
€e 058088050000 s808c0aneratsvesteTreesesrsssNessessesessessOeseOuY
T T LR A R R R R R P AR R R RN ]
b o6 e rrasss e s arssesssseesesssetessestseecssenrtsrsesesseseonnane

€0 0o P s et Tieeeessrietesicetsetrorienscaneesentsacevresroccnnoer




Project Second Storey. A committee of the Canadian
Government to study UFOs, estabhshed in April 1952
to consider the UFO problem and recommend govern-
ment action. This project was separate from PROJECT
MAGNET, which dealt with the physics of “FLYING SAU-
CERS.”

Second Storey was compnsed of a group of scientists
and military officers who met at infrequent intervals. The
importance of the committee can be judged by the fact
that it was personally set up by Dr. O. M. Solandt, the
chairman of the Defense Research Board (DRB). It was
originally to be named Project Theta but because of code-

name technicalities, it became Project Second Storey. The
minutes of these meetings, which were declassified and
made available to the public in 1968, would indicate that
the cornmittec met on only five occasions.

At its first meeting, the committee reviewed the work
of the U. S. Air Force PROJECT BLUE BOOK. At the third
meeting, the committee approved a form titled “Project
Second Storey Sighting Report” which was for use by
persons investigating sightings. An information or in-
struction pamphlet was also prepared for distribution with
sighting report forms to assist investigators.

A further document approved by the committee and
developed by Wilbert B. SMITH, a member of the commit-
tee, consisted of *“Weighting Factors for Analysis of Sight-
ing Reports.” In the analysis of sighting reports, it was
fairly obvious that different reports would have widely
different values from the viewpoints of reliability, confir-
mation, and lucidity. A formula was devised giving ap-
proximately the same significance to each of these factors,
derived from numerical values assigned to the answers
given to the various quesitons on the Sighting Report
Form. In addition, a Record Card and a Record Instruc-
tion Card were designed for maintenance of adequate
records.

Finally, at the fifth meeting, it was apparently agreed
that evidence to date did not warrant an all-out investiga-
tion by the Canadian Armed Services, but that reports
of sightings should continue to be collected at a central
point. This central point was to be the Defense Research
Board. It was further agreed that the committee should
remain active but the next meeting date was left open.

A separate document in the Second Storey file. sum-
marizes the position of the committee with the following
statement: “The committee as a whole has felt that owing
to the impossibility of checking independently the details
of the majority of the sightings, most of the observational
material does not lend itself to a scientific method of
investigation” (Memorandum signed by Dr. Peter M.
MILLMAN, dated November 21, 1953).

According to the information made public, the work
of Project Second Storey ceased at that point.

(See also: FOREIGN L. O STUDIES, OFFICIAL; PROJECTS
SIGN AND GRUDGE)

ARTHUR BRAY
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DEFENCE RZSEARCH BOARD

PROTECT SECOND STOREY

Mirutes of the 2/52 Moeting

CGS BOARD ROOif, OTTAVA
19th Lay, 1952

Chairnan: Dr. P.M. ¥illran Dom. Observ,

Members : Lt., Cdr, J.C. Annessly DNI
8/L L.P.S. Bing JIs
F/L V.L. Bradley DRB
Naj.D.l. Crar? DUMI
Lt.Col, Z,H, %"ebd H0&P

Secretary: Yr. H.C. Oatway DRB

The Minutes of the first mezting of the Cormittee
24 April 1952 wore considered and, with soue minor changes
approved, Thesoc have becen reproduced and distributede.

A correction to tho minutes af the genoral meeting
22nd April 1952 was tabled as follows:

Paga 2, last nara to read:

nTt was decided thet a Commnittes should be formed
to give & lead in this activity and to standardize proccdures,
etc., Accordingly the following weTe nominated and agreed to
act: Dr. Millman (Chairman) G/C Edwards, Lt. Col. Webbd,
¢cdr Pratt, F/L Bradley, and lMr, ¥.B. Smith, and iir. Oatway
(Secrotary).

This committee was to prepare a brief of instruc-
tions for observers; oxanine interrozation procedures and
to get a consolidabted and pertinent series of questions: "

- Vith refercnce a communication from the Chairman
of %ho Defence Rgsoarch Boerd, Dr., Millman cautioned the
rembors with respect to dealinz with tho press and publice
The cornittos and all deliberations are classifiad as
Confidential and must be so trcatod. Contacts with the

press or public are not to be mado.

Tho last necting considored that the name Projecct
Thota would be dosirable for this project and Committece,
providing 1t would not duplicato an oxisting project name,
or contraveno regulations, The Sccrotary pointed out that
tho word "thota® has not becn assigned to Canada under tri-
partite agroemcnts. .idditionally, 1f a sirgle vword nano
woro uscd, it as woll as the Committee deliberations, would
bo classcd es Confidontial and could not appoar on intor~
rogation forms which would bo uscd to obtain data from the
public, Any two-word nero nay bo uscd openly =nd as such
{5 known as a nicknanos Nicknan=d may be usod for classirfiod
projccto. Tho Cormitteo then agroed to tho name "Projoct

Socond Storoy".
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The Chalrran reviowod tho thoorios and oxperi-
ments prosontly boing conductod by Dr. Menzol of the
Harvard Collego Observatory., Dra. Monzol considers that
nany sightings can bo explainid as an unusual optical
offoct (sirmtler to n mircge) and as yot unrccognizod.
Further dotails may bo found in tho June 17th igsuo of
tho Look liagazire,

Tho dract interrogntion form was roviocwed and
gono chnangos rocomnondeds Tho rovieod form will be
fornnlly aosproved at tho necut committoo meeting togother
with insiructions and descriptive datz2, Lt, Col. {fobb
submittod coplos of draft imstructions for the use of
the intorrogntion forma

"Tho monns for the colloction of datn were
discucsod, The .rmy, Navy end Alr Force, nnd other
Govornment agencics will follow up particular sightings
providod that personncl 2nd timo nro ~vailablo,

F/L Bradley rcvicwed his discussions with
Lt, Z. Ruppolt of thc Air Technical Intelligence
Contcr of Wright Pattcrsoa air Forco Base (UsL) on
vpProjcct Bluc 3Book". It was egrocd that, an attcmpt
should be made %o havé Li. Ruppclt visit Cannda arnd
dcscribo tho U.S.L. F. projecct to the Committce.
ne further discussion, the

o

Thero beoing
neceting was ad journcde.

coirim fem o e ¢ ——— e e g
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PROJECT SECOND STOREY

Minutes of the 3/52 Mseting
DRB Board Roon, Ottawa

31 July 1952

Chairman: Dr. P.M. Millmen Dom. Observ.
Members Prasent: Major I.M, Grant D.M.I.

Mr. YW.B. Smith D.O.T.

Lt.Cdr. K.A. Stons D.N.I.

Lt.Col. E.H.Webb D.M.0. & P
Mambers Absant: F/L V.L. Bradley D.R.B.

S/L G.A. VYhite D.A.I.
Secratary: Mr. H.C.Oatway D.R.B.

AGENDA ITEM # 1 - Minutes of the 2/52 M=oting

The Minutes of the second meeting of the Comrittee 19
May 1952, wsre considered and, with some minor changes,
epproved. Thase have been reprocduced and distributed.

AGENDA JT=M # 2 - Draft Interrosation Form

The interrogation from was given a final check by the
Ccmnittea. There ware 2 few minor revisions suggssted
relating to re-wording and spacings of some items. This
forz wvas finally approved, entitled, "Project Second Storey
Sichtinz Rerort".

AGENDA ITEM # 3 - Instructions and Descrivtions Comnlemanting

Beis) Olfiz.
‘/05

Intarrogation Form

The Coznittee then reviewed tra data collected which are
considered complemantary to th2 interrogation form (now
officially known as a "Sighting Report" form). These wers
considered, and are so to be szt up, in two parts; viz:

PART I - Informaticn for guidancs in reporting on unknown .
flying objects.

PART II - Dascription of normal phenccena which might causa
reports of unidentified asrial objects. Tke date presented
wore cerefully re-worded, rearranged, 2nd formally approved.

Ths Sscretary was instructed to havz the Sighting
Report form ard the complementary pacphlet (copies of which
are attachzd) containing the information instructions ard
descriptions produced in quantity. Distritution of Sighting
Report forms, with one complemantary information penphlet for
each five Sighting Report forms, is to be as followas:

1) ARMY (D.M.I.) ) 100 copies
2) DCM. OBSZRV 5 n
(3) p.o.T. 100 "
4) RCAF (D.A.I.) 100 "
5) RCH (D.N.I.) 50 "

=
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AGENDA [TEM 44 - Lohtsr fron_iathorland's IUILt:-rLAbhche v i

A lotter received by D.A.I. from the Hetherlend's Air, .
Military, and Naval Attache rolative to DRB interest in
“flying saucers" was tabled for discussion, It was agreed
that ths nature of the reply should ba at the discretion
of the Chairnan of the Defencs Research Board., The Secretary
wes instructed to refer this matter to CDRB, and rcply to the
letter accordingly.

AGENDA TTEM #5 - Items conteined in a Letter from Mr. W.B. Smith

A letter recaived by the Secretary from Mr. W.B. Smith
dated 21 July, 1952 containing itens for consideration at
this meeting, was tabled for discussion. These itens were
considsred bty the Committee as follows:

Item. (a) - A motion that the Comrittes or some membter
grojp subscribe to a prass clipping service
on Canadian sightings of unidentified flying
objects and that such clippings te mads avail-
able to the Committee prcaptly, so that promis-
Ang sightings mey ba followed up.

7It was pointed cutthat the busirzss of ths Cormittee is not

to unda-take the actual interrogation of persons who have sesn .. :

unidentified flying objcecs. Therefore, in so far ag the
Comitt=e was ccicmimsd, there could bta no direct.aotion
taken to follouw uz a preaising sighting. Additionally no
such servica exists en a well organized basis in Canada.
It was agrczd, howsver, that wsre- it desired to get reports
on all 51rhv1‘fs, swzh a reference method should be recoz-
merded. Mr. Saith stated that the D.O0.T. 1ib int

a restricted press Cllp ing servics, and providing the
following motion was approved ard appzared in th2 minutes,
it \ould bte possiktle to extend this press clipping serzice
and make it aveilable to the parties concerned.

lotion - (Mr. Smith) "It is moved that a press clipping
sarvice te made available for thz tenefit of the agencizs
collecting sighting reports". This motion was cafried.

JIten (b) - A motion that vhere a sighting appsers not to
k2 recdily explicable in terms of normal factors
a sp2ci2l effort be made to obtain as many reports
'k 1a possible, in order to construct e sultable
J\p geo¢et*v and obtain a reasonably complete description.

It vas agreed that such action may te desirable. Housver,
the preparations r"c"ssary for the analysis of sightings
was in such e ve j carly stage that the motion could not
te 2pplied at this tlnc. It was agreced to reconsider this
at some future dats.

Tten (c)- A proposzd e\pﬂr ment whereby the accuracy
of public obzervations ray be checked and from
which suitoble weighting factors may be deter—
mined for usa in the assesscent of various
sightings.

This was discuzszd in some detail, The Chairman noted that
many reports related to this subject were available, and
should be revieucd prior to the action contemplated.
Additionally it wes felt that this motion was a matter for
consideration by persons, as yet unspecified, who would

te rcsponsible for the evaluation of sighting reports.

The Cormittee exprassed no objection to having any person
or group of persons, carry out such an e)periment indopen-
dently and without public reference to the Comnittee or

the Services.
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Item (d) - A system of evaluating individual sightings M °|q|b
prior to thair card indoxing or other filing l
systen, so that we a may attach to tham a
woighting factors to be usad in their ultimate
statistical consideration.

This was briefly discussed ard considered desirable
and subsaquently epproved in principle. Mr., Smith
agreed to pursue th2 matter in nora detail, and pre-
pare a "waighting factor systen" for future discussion.

Iter (e) A comrunication received from Civilian
Saucer Lavestigations, Los Angeles, Calif., }«L

: ~'
The Cormittee took note of ths "Civilian Saucer Investi- s‘,a""
gations" organization, tut agresd that no formal contact
could b2 establishzd for the Sacord Storey Project.
The post card eddressed to Mr. Smith was tabled for
inclusion in the Cornittes filss. Mr. Smith indicated ke
would be prepared to keep the Committee advised of any
partirent information parsonnaly received through this
source.

- There teing no furthsr tusiness, the mesting
was edjournzd at 1245 hours,
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Kinutes of a lMeeting to Discuss "Flying

Saucers" Signting, 22 April, 1952. " s
Chairman: - " Dr. 0.M. Solandt(DRB)
Present: ‘ S/L L.P.S. Bing (JIS)

F/L V.L. Bradley (DiB)

Col. G.M. Carrie (DRB

G/C D.U, Edwards éDAI

. "+ Mr. A.J, Loangley (DiRB

. Dr. P.M. Millman (Doa. Obsecrv.)
’ g Cdr.J.C. Pratt (DNI)
: Mr. V.B. Smith  (DOT)

Lt.Col. E.H. Vebb (DMO & P)

‘Sccretary: Mr. H. C. Oatway (DRB)

The Chairman opcned the meeting with
a brief reference to the more frequent occurance of
"Flying Saucer'" sightings. The frequency and persis-
tency of the sightings would tend to discount the thsory,
of 'hallucinations'. This, coupled with an arouscd
public interest in these sightings, tended to call for
a more active stand on the matter. At present the
gathering of reports was rather haphazard and the
reaction of the Services wes passive. It is thought
that a more active and intensive effort should be rade
to obtain these data on an organized basis, and &ll
reports investigated and analysed. The objects of
the meeting were then to determine if a more serious
effort is justified and, if so, ways and means of
implementing zn organized effort. Organizations such
as the Observer Corps might be enlisted for the job
of sighting. If nothing else, this could serve as a
useful trzining for the Corps. An examination of thz

" theories might prove useful in giving a lead to the

best locations for sighting. It was fortunste that
vroponents of the theories of terrestrial and extra-

‘terrestrial origins were in contact witnh the D.R.B.

and their data could be examined first hand.
In the discussions which followed,
it 'was pointed out that precise and realistic details
were lacking in all kxnown reports. If observers such
as the Rangers, watchers on ship board and the Obser-
ver Corps, which incidentally is really still in the
peper organization stage, are to be enlisted some
well planned guidance would be necessary. A smsll
boolklet illustrating typicsl celestizl phenomena
would result in more intelligent observstion and
eliminate many erronzous impressions. It was con-

. sidered desirable to obtain information from U.S.

interviews obtained under proper interrozation pro-
cedure, but to avold the U.S. analysis of these
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intervieus which was often unacceptable to some members
of this Committee.

Mr. Smith briefly outlined the extra-
terrestrial origin theory. A plot of the frequency and
timing of sighting related to the opposition of the pla-
net lars to the earth was displayed. Sightings occur
at approximately six week intervals, but the frequency
is much higher durinz periods vhen Ehe plenets are near-
ing each other such as in the present month. The more
relisble observetions place these cbjects at heights
of 100 to 300 riles moving with velocities in the order
of 1000 - 2000 mph. Terrestrial bodies making use of
airfoils could not operate st these heights. Size and
pover limitations also negate earthy origins. The bdbri-
lliance of sighting after sunszt could be explained by
reflections from the body a2t these a2ltitudes of the
sun's illumination, or in dsylight by frictional heating
or Other msgnetic heating effects. Considering the
orbital velocities of the earth and lzrs (18 and 15
miles per secon respectively) and their nesrest positions
(e.g. 52,000,000 miles on !y 8th) with a continuous
acceleration of 2 g for 3 or 4 days, these distances
could be traversed.

HMr. Langley stzted that no electronic
reports had been reccived of flying saucers. It vas
generally agreed that no electromzgnetic radiaticns had
ever bs2en found which could not ve traced to terrestrial

origin. If electronics are sssociated with these objects,
their freguencies are outside the presently usable ranges.

Kr. Smith then elaborated on the work of the ionosphere
stations which had been asked to report any unusual
findings, but with 'nil returns' to date. .

The Chzirmen outlined in brozd terms the
theory of terrestrisl origin, nzmely a new type of air-
craft (presurably Russian) a2s expounded by Kr. Frost
of the 4.V. Roe Compzr-. This theory had some discre-
pancies, but the aerodynzmics vere worth following as,
even if of extrz-terrestriasl origin, the bodies would
have to follow zerodynamic theory within the earth atmos-
phere. Also a new high spsed aircraft design might be
evolved. The theories outlined should give an impetus
to the flying saucer investigations.

It was generally agreed that a more active

investigaticn should be undertaken. The Chairman believed

that the function of the D.R.B. should be mainly advisory
as the collecting of reports could best be done by field

orgsnizations. The representstives of the Services zagreed
4 f

and will use their discretion in the choice of their more
suitable sections to use for observers.

It was decided that a Committee should be
formed to give a lesd in this zctivity and to stzndardize

procedures, etc. &tccordingly the follcwing were nominated”

and 2greed to zct: Dr. iillpen (Chairman) G/C Edvwards,
Lt. Col. %ebb, Cdr Pratt, F/L Bradley, and ir. Oatway
(Secratary) Tais committee was to prepare a brief of

instructions for observers; ezzmine interrogation procedures

to get a consolidated and pertinent series of questions;
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6 MVarch 1977
Dear Grant:

I haven't researched Project Magnet and Project Second Story as much
as I wish, and I doubt that I have much to offer that you haven't al-
ready gotten through readily available general articles. I assume
either you have, or will be getting the Project Mggnet Report by
Smith, and the miniwtes of Project Second Story (both available from
the Center for UFO Studies, Evanston - but not Ottawa unless policy
has changed - - = maybe by now you can get them from the Ontario Cen-
tre for UFO Studies as well). I have the gut feeling that a thorough
study of Project Second Story can best be done Wiff by using CIA
sources, but they aren't available to many of us.

Before copying any material on Smith, please let me know what you have.
I do have some things already (but certainly not as much as I wish), and
as much as I want and can use the material I don't want you to go to

the expense of duplicating the material I already have.

I don't know why, but Jack Buchanan answered my letter, and when I
visited he and his wife last summer had a very pleasant evening with
them. We didn't get down to details that much - I plan on doing that
later = but mostly I got a general feel for the serious scientifiec
manner in which Smith conducted his investigation. In a way his inter-
est in the subject (Smith's) duplicated some of what you are now

doing, in that his curiosity was made stronger by the coverups he

met, and although he was a scientist at the core, was open to the possi-
bility that other ways of perceiving the world (psychic, occult, etc),
may be legitimate, and useful tools for understanding the phenomena.

It may be that Buchanan has moved. When I was there they had their
house for sale; and as I understood it were only in Saskatoon because
his wife was working for the Hall Commission centeeed in Saskatoon.

Best wishes,

g
™



