ieologist Gr

ave been ecg W. Behraens peers into the mysteilous hole in Okanogan County. In the background another geologist. Miks

roded vy \lie hooves ol catlle.

Cookie cutter? Eerie force uproots

big divot

Swr . nspect, "he nole’s plug. whoss sites

time a :
last there harvesting wheat.

by Hill Willlams

Imes science reporter

Somehow, in a way that baffles geologists,

? massive chunk of earth has been plucked
rom a remote plateau in North Central

Washington and put down, right side up, 73

feet away.

There is no evidence that humans had

anything to do with it. Neither are there
marks of machinery. The piece of ecarth,
which remained largely intact during its
move, is estimated to weigh at least three
tons.

“‘All we know for sure is that this puzzle

piece of earth is 73 feet away (rom the hole it
came out of,” said Greg W. Behrens, a
eologist with the Bureau of Reclamation at

rand Coulee Dam.
The displaced chunk is an irregular pear

shape, 10 feet long and 7 feet wide. -lts
thickness varies from two (eet at one end to
about 18 inches at the other.

The shape and thickness of the puzzle

piece exactly match the hole that was left
behind.

The mystery site is next to a wheat field

on a farm operated by Fred Timm and his
sons. Two of the sons, Rick and Pete,
discovered the displaced carth on Oct 18
while riding in the area rounding up cows.

The{ believe the event occurred some:-
ter mid-September when they were

Adding a bit of intrigue is the fact that

there was a small earthquake in (he area

during that monthlong period, at 8:24 p.m.
Oct. 9. The quake, measured at 3.0 on the
Richter scale. was felt in towns in the area
but not at the Timm farmhouse a few miles
from the mystery site.

The Umversity of Washington pinpointed
the quake's cpicenter about 20 miles south-
west of the displaced earth, and aboul four
miles deep. But a UW scientist ruled out the
possibility that the quake somehow could
have popped oul a piece of earth.

“Very, very unhkely,” said Stephen D.
I alone, a university geophysicist. I the
¢arthquake had done that, it would be the
rust dramatic and obvious thing ever report-
ed that I'm aware ol

The Turms, excited hy the discovery,
called Don Auberun, director of mining for
the Colville Indhan Trbe. The mystery site 1s
on the Colville  reservation o OKanogan
County.

“There had been quite a roar with the
earthquake,” Aubertin smd, “so we wondered
17 perhaps a metconte frapment had impact-
cd and nipped out a piece of earth.”

Aubertin asked Bill Urterbach, a geologist
r2tained by the Colvilles, to visit the scene
U'iterbach’s inspection quickly ruled out the
meleorite possibility.,

“There was no sign of impact,” Aubertin
sard. “The hole was not a crater. [t had
vertical walls and a fairly {lat bottom. Tt was
almost as though it had been cut out with a gi-
ant cookie cutter”

But, Aulcion pointed oul, even a “‘manl
cookie cutter™ couldn’t have left the hole the

Divot:

THE
EVENT

In an event that so far has delied
explanation, a chunk of earth
weighing more than three

tons was plucked from a

high plateau in a remote

area of North Central

Washington and N
moved 73 feet to
the northeast. s

7 feet /
poloa s

%

1.5 feet thick on north
2.0 feet thick on south

7 7 toel

NORTH

way Utterbach found 1. Pent. (nat
had led to the vegetatior an the
puzzle piece dangicd [(rom  the
vertical walls of the hole, mdicat-
ing they had been tom apart rather
than cut

There was no sign on the
ground that the displucrd =zarth
had been dragged or rolled. But
Utierbach did [ind something that
added to the mystery

“You'd think that, whatever
the cause, the chunk wnuid nave
traveled in a straight nne” Saber

tn sand. But Utierboer foae

where pieces had dihnie! e
the chunk as 1t movest Tl gl
blings traced an arc f1oo "t bl

to where the chunk was found

One possibility s thai il the
chunk rose and fell in .
moved, a suffl wind o
tdribhlg "

distributed the ! m o
CUEVe,

Behrens sawd the Do oo
mass 10 the puzze prece prabanly
helped hold it together The chunk
as o was  found,  wiae ratated

counterclockwise abouwt 20 deprces
in comparison to the orieptahior ol
the hole 1t left hehind

in the weeks since the event,
the Timms' cattle have trampled
the displaced chunk, destroving
evidence of its remarkab’c 711 with
the hole.

The event occurred 11 an ared
with an interesting geolog.cab his
tory. The plateau s
above sea level. The my, e site
1s na small hollow,  probabiy
scraped out in the platean s bed
rock by the ice sheet that «overed
the area thousands of vears apo

ST %
gl | fese

fhe wheat field 1s dotred with
huge houlders left by the melbng
we sheet Known locathy as
suack rocks,” some are Dy e 0
havstacks. Near the masters ~iee
« a larger depression, desciibed
by Behrens as a Thetta '
peologsts’ term for a place where
4 mass of ice was burxd and
caused the ground (o collapse as it
melted

1 1s an eenly (ttng sectng for
what is apparently an unexplained
nartnral phenomenon

) i it

SITE OF THE EVENT

Cciville
\ indian
Reservation

Nespelem

w
w

LAKE

FRANKLIN
ROOSEVELT

S Crand
Y(\\ Coulce
BANKS . % \
LARF N\
— - — - s , RS

EPICENTER OF QUAKE

Flareer 2A37 1 LAt Tenes

Map shows where chunk of
earth was hurled through the
air and epicenter ot an earth-
quake last month

Benrens wondered if the earth-
quake's seismic waves o the
testioon had tnigpered
surlac waves in the o i the
aaves converged, they migh' have
eieciel 3 piece of eu:ith shere
they {icused, he mused

The UW's Malone agreed that
focustag ¢7n accur But ntoceuld
poi Sxplain the saaice O' the
tremendous  energy  requinnd 1o
pluca ou' o plece of earth werhing

~a .

vy nd move it so

“1t really )s a puzz.e.”” Aubertin
sard. "None of us has rome up with
i plausible explanation ™

[ndsay  McCleliand  of  the
smitasonian’s - Scienofic kEvent
Atert Network saud be is not awagre
o previous  reports of similar
o ocurrences But he was interested
i thoone

“He sure to let me know il you
find out what caused 1. he sad

voneenln i
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l-ton geological puzzle
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Over 100 ladies attend District meeting

¥ TN e

Trinity United Church here was the hub of

activity all day Thursday. May 20. when
over one hundred ladies met for the annual
meeting of the Hastings North District
Women's Institute.

Hart's-Riggs” WI was host branch and
served coffee and cookies during registra-
tion. A sing-song. led by Mrs. Allan
Franks. accompanied by Mrs. Allen
Ketcheson as pianist, opened the meeting.
District President. Mrs. Max Burnside.
chaired the meeting. She called on Mrs.
Albert Empey for an address of welcome.
The minutes of the last district annual and
correspondence were read by the secret-
ary, Mrs. Rex Rollins. Following the
auditor’s report by Mrs. James Spry, Mrs
Burnside made a few remarks. She
expressed sincere enjoyment in her visits
to the various branches in the District over
the past year and expressed regrets at not
getting to two of them due to inclement
weather.

Mrs. Burnside suggested ways of making
the monthly meetings more interesung.
These included having a “good old-fashion-
ed’ debate or a panel discussion or a guest
speaker.

After favoring with a reading on "The
Good Citizen'. the President went on to
encourage cvery Wl member to send a
N ) personal letter to the Premier and other

‘ St R ey Y : members of our government voicing strong
the District Church. Al Wellman, provincial board member opposition to such topics as abortion on
[1-r] Vera Burnside, district president, examined some of the handiwork on demand. violence in the media. the
erial to the
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Over 100 ladies atten
mecting of the Women's Institute "
Tl Mav IN at Teinttv nitoed Dorcen Reid, area president, and lrene display. [Stall photo! = availability of pornographic




