
PROJECT BLUE BOOK

‘The United States Air Force has the responsibility under the Departmentof Defense for the

tavestigation of unidentified ying objects (UFOs). The name of this program, which has been in

operation since 1948, is Project Blue Book, I has been identifted in the past as Project Sign and

Project Grudge.

Air Force interest in unidentified Mying objects is related directly to the Air Force responsi-

Ditity for the air defense of the United States. Procedures for conducting this program are estab-

Ushed by Air Force Regulation 200-2.

‘The objectives of Project Blue Book are two-fold: first,to determine whether UFOS posea

threat to the security of the United States; and, second, to determine whether UFOs exhibit any

unique or logy which could to scientific or technical
tn the course of these , Project Blue Book strives to identify.

and explain all UFO sightings reported to the Air Force.

HOW THE PROGRAM IS CONDUCTED

‘The program {s conducted in three phases. The first phase includes receipt of UFO reports

and initial investigation of the reports. The Air Force base nearest the location of a reported sight=

ing is charged with the responsibility of investigating the sighting and forwanding the information to

the Project Blue Book Office at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio.

X the initial savestigation does not reveal a positive identification or explanation, a second
phase of more intensive analysis is conducted bythe Project Blue Book Office. Each case is objec~

tively and scientifically analyzed, and, if necessary, all of the scientific facilities available to the
Air Force can be used to assist in arriving at an identification or explanation, All personnel asso-

ciated with the investigation, analysis, and evaluation efforts of the project view each report with
a scientific approach and an open mind,

‘The third phase of the program is dissemination of information concern!
evaluations, and statistics. This is accomplished by

formation.

g UFO sightings,
we Secretary of the Air Force, Office of In

‘The Air Force defines an unidentified flying object as any aerial object which
=athtndeay ing objec fal object which the observer is

Reports of unfamiliar objects in the sky are submitted to the
‘These sources include military and civilian pilots, weather obs
business and professional men and women, and housewives, ete,

Force from many sources.

rvers, amateur astronomers,
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Meatified reports are those for which sutticlent specific informatio

to permita, or ‘of the object.

Reports categorized as Insufficient Data are those for which one or
tion essential (or evaluation are missing. Some examples. are the 0

sighting, date, time, location, position in the sky, weather conditions,and |
srr Gissppearance. it an elemest ls missing. and there le an inéleation Oat
security, scientific, technical, or public interest value, the ProjectI
‘additional investigation and every attempt is) madeto obtain the info

cation, However, in some sastances, essential information cannot
can be taken, puetagye

‘The third and by far the smallest group of evaluationsis cateporized

tng is 6 ‘when a. report tly al
suggest a valid the cause oF of the

the object or its motion cannot be correlated with any known object oF

‘There are various types of UFO sightings. Most common are Feports:

which include bright stars, planets, comets, Greballs, meteors, auroral stred

tial bodies. When observed through haze, Hight fog, moving clouds, oF other ob

conditions, the planets, including Venus, Jupiter, and Mara have been reported
objects, Stellar mirages are also a source of reports.

Satellites are another major source of UFO reports. An increase in sa

has Come about because of two factors. The firat is the increaseof interest on t
the second is the in the skies.

satellites at all times enables rapid sdentification of satellite sightings. Keeping tr

objects in orbit about the earth is the responsibilityof the North American Ate
Space Detection and Tracking System. This sophisticated electronic

traific data instantly {rom tracking stations all over the world.

Other space surveillance activities include the useof ballistic tract
‘eras, ECHO schedules are preparedby the NASA GoddardSpace FlightCi

nd schedules of the South/North equator crossings are prepared

Cambridge, - From the data ‘bythese agenc!
as UFOs can be quickly identified. Some of these are visible to the naked eye.

‘Atreraft account for another major source of UFO reports, particularly
When at high: andatsome ‘aircraftcan t

ing from dise to rocket shapes duetothe reflection of the sun on thelr Bright

Gensation trails from jet aireraft will sometimes appearto glow Clery

1 from jet aireraft UFOS:
distances when the aireraft eannot be seen.

‘The Project Blue Book Office has direct coatact with all elements of

eral Aviation Agency civil air control centers. All aerial refueling¢

fights can be checked immediately. Air traificof
are checked with the nearest control center, 2

reported as UFOs. However, since many local fights are not

of some reports. i


