PROJECT BLUE BOOK

States Alr Force has the responsibility under the Department of Defense for the
W%l&ug enidentified flying objects (UFOs). The name of this program, which has been in
operation since 1948, is Project Blue Book. Rt has been identified in the past as Project Sign and

Project Grodge.

Alr Force interest in unidentified flying objects is related directly to the Air Force responsi-
bility for the air defense of the United States. Procedures for conducting this program are estab-

lished by Air Force Regulation 200-2.

The objectives of Project Blue Book are two-fold: first, to determine whether UFOs pose a
threat to the security of the United States; and, second, to determine whether UFOs exhidit any
unique sclentific information or advanced technology which could comtribute to scientific or technical
research. In the course of these oby) , Project Blue Book strives to identify
and explain all UFO sightings reported to the Air Force,

HOW THE PROGRAM IS CONDUCTED

The program is conducted in three phases. The first phase includes receipt of UFO reports
and initial investigation of the reports. The Alr Force base nearest the location of a reported sight-
ing is charged with the responsibility of investigating the sighting and forwarding the information to
the Project Blue Book Office at Wright- Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio.

M the initial investigation does not reveal a positive identification or explanation, a second
phase of more intensive analysis is conducted by the Project Blue Book Office. Each case is objec-
tively and sclentifically analyzed, and, if necessary, all of the scientific facilities available to the
Atr Force can be used to assist in arriving at an identification or explanation. Al personnel a1580-
clated with the investigation, analysis, and evaluation efforts of the project view each report with
a scientific approach and an open mind,

The third phase of the program 18 dissemination of information concerning UFD sightings,

evaluations, and s ics. This is accomplished by the Secretary of the Alr Foree, Office of In-
formation.

The Alr Force delines an unidentified flying odject as any aerial object which the observer is
unable 10 identify.

Heports of unfamiltar objects in the sky are submitted to the Air Foree from many B0Urces.
These scurces include military and clvilian pllots, weather cbservers, amateur astronomers
business and professional men and women, and housewives, ele., 5 :

Froquently such objects as missiles, balloons, birds, kites, search
and anticollision beacons, jet o exhaust, condens: i -; ;
ological phenomens are mistakenly reported as unide: ed flying objec

. alrcraft navigation
al bodies and meteor-

s under three general headings

The Air Force groups its evaluations of UFO re (1) identified

{2} insufficient data, and (3) unident ?
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Mentified reports are those for which sulficlent specific
evaluafed 1o permit a positive tdentification or explanation of the

Reports categorized as Insufficient Data are those for
tion essential for evaluation are missing. Some n
sighting, date, time, location, position in the sky, weather
or disappearance. If an element is missing and there is an |
security, sclentific, technical, or public interest value, the Proj
additional tavestigation and every attempt is made to obtain the
cation, However, in some 1] ¢ AR
can be taken.

The third and by far the smallest group of evaluations is
ing is considcred unideatified when a report apparently
suggest a valid hypothesis concerning the cause or explanation o
the object or its motion cannot be correlated with any known object or
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There are various types of UFO sightings. Most common are rnqiﬁ;”ﬂ 13
which include bright stars, planets, comets, fireballs, metears, auroral :
tal bodies. When observed through haze, light fog, moving clouds,
the planets, Venus, Jupiter, and Mars have been
objects. Stellar mirages are also a acurce of reports.

Satellites are another major source of UFO reports. An increase
has come about because of two factors. The first is the increase of
the second is the increasing number of satellites in the siies. Positive
satellites at all times enables rapid identification of satellite sightings, K
objects in orbit about the earth is the responatbility of the North ;
Space Detection and Tracking System. This sophisticated electronic
traffic data instantly from tracking stations all over mo -nu.

Other space surveillance activities include the us¢of
eras. ECHO schedules are prepared by the NASAGoddard,
and schedules of the South/North equator crossings are
Cambridge, Massachusetts, From the data produced bythese,

15 UFOs can be quickly identified. Some of theae are visible to o naked

Atreraft accourt for another major source of UFO reports,
conditions. When observed at high and at some dis
ing from s to rocket shapes duetothe reflection of the
densation trails from jet aircraft will sometimes appear
sualight. Afterburners from jet air¢raft areoftenreported
distances when the aircraft cannot be seen.

The Project Blue Book Office has direct contact with all e
eral Aviation Agency civil alr control centers. All aerial rel
fights can be checked lyv. Alr tﬂm. G
are checked with the nearest control center, enabling an
reported as UFOs. However, since many local flights are
of some reports. 5 2




