-

6~

in 1964(12) contains 575 reports that were extensively checked by NICAP
for accuracy.

A series of sightings in 1965 and 1966 received considerabie public
attention and after the poor punlic :*ceptioﬁ given the oificial ercia~
nations, the Air Force felt cowpelled to contract for a 15 montk (izcer

o stretched to 18 months) scientiic study to be perforred at the Un‘ver~
sity of Colorado under the leadership of E. u. Condon, & highly re-
spected physicist., The Condon Committee is due to compiete investiga-
tions at the end of June 1968; its report will be reviewed by the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences (presumably to validate that the study was
indeed the objective pearl of the scientific method that was desired),
and is expected to De made pubiic in October 196d. Uniortunatcly, chac
dismissal of two members of the Committee in February 1968 resuited in
publicity suggesting that thé study was not, in fact, objective. It
remains, therefore, to see the Iinal report to determine the worth of
the study.

In the meantime, the respectability accorded UFOs by the $500,000.
study contract permitted a considerable amount of scientific interest
to surface. Astronomer Hynek has made a number of public statements
on the basis of his long invelvement as a consultant to the Air Force;
atmospheric physicist James E, ¥cDonald hes turned his atteation full

time to the subject, and a numbér of scientific and technical journals
have printed some dialogue - notably Science, the AIA%4 Journal, Bulle-
1 _ tin of the Atomic Scientists and the Journzl of the Astronautical Sci-
¢ ences, It is also noteworthy that the University of Toronto hac re-
cently formed a UFO study group.
~ Even the Soviets, who previously refused even to discuss :he sub-
to having a sr.udy group with good qultﬂcatims The




