UFQs continued

(written to him at
Edmonton, Alta., T63 2M6). There arc
literally thousands of such letters, com-
ing from people like Howard Nelson,
who waited 63 years to find someone
who would listen to his story about the
“elongated object that appeared twice as
long and high as a modern Bocing 747
jet,” which he saw on a June morning in
1912, when just a S-year-old boy on a
Saskatchewan farm.

Musgrave has also uncovered what
may be the earliest sighting of an un-
identified flying object over North
America. An 18th-century diary belong-
ing to one Simeon Perkins contains an
eatry dated October 12, 1796, which telis
of a strange story from the Bay of Fundy
that “ships have been seen in the air”
Two men and a girl observed *15 ships
and a man forward with his hand
stretched out.”™ He's discovered that
Canada was subject Lo the same waves of
sightings that have made certain years
stand out as times of peak UFO activity
in the rest of the world (1896 being

1947 and 1952). He has come across sto-
ries such as the tale of the tugboat Gulf
Master, a fairly new ship in apparent
good condition,which vanished without a
trace with five crewmen aboard on
Janvary 11, 1967, necasr a place
(Parksville, B.C.) where loggers had
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htings cannof be ex- | been badly scared.” :
. weather \ Such a man is Ed Rutledge of Grande
. shooting | Prairie, Alta., who saw the story about
even hoaxes. And as | Musgrave's grant in the local paper and
| immediately mailed a tape recording 1o
| the researcher. 1 went 1o John with my
story becsuse [ figured he might be my
- | only hope,' says Rutledge. **1 couldn’t
¢ to under- | get & real honest-to-God answer any
like John “‘T.Kc clse and | wanted somecone who
1 oul | could just explain, basically, what in the
| hell 1 saw, And after talking with him
| I'm satisficd that | Bid sce something. a
UFO if you like, but what they are 1 sull
can't say.”
Rutledge had only one witness — his
son Scott, 17 — 1o the sighting he had
September 14, 1974, They'd gone out
bear hunting about 100 miles south of
their home, taking scveral hours fo
cover the rough bush roads. Geiling
| 10, their camp site late in the evening,
they bedded down sometime around
| 9:30. Sometime after 10 o'clock an
| incredibly white, bright sphere de-
| scended and hovered over the nearby
ot of peoy g themlose | lake, veering up toward their lone camp-
al fear. Just |site as they watched. When the sphere
will listen | came closér they both panicked and look
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