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James E. Webb

James E. Webb (1906-1992) was director of the Bureau of the Budget when

President Truman agreed that Herbert Hoover should be the chair the of

Commission for the Reorganization of the Executive Branch of Government,

comnionly known as the first Hoover Commission. Webb saw this as a 'happy

development’ since Hoover's understanding of the need for efficiency in large-scale

organizations and commitment to balanced budgets in the federal government

. were consonant with Webb's own viéws. Hoover's experience as President was also

vital. Truman was not as sanguine about Hoover's appointment, replying to Webb's

enthusiastic memo with two words: 'No commitments.’

Webb's career was balanced between public service and the private sector. Prior to

his July 1946 appointment as director of the Bureau of the Budget, he worked in

the Bureau of Education and as assistant to Congressman Edward Pou (D-NC). He

also worked at a Washington law firm and as assistant to the president of Sperry

Corporation. This broad experience served Webb well in the Bureau of the Budget.

He drafted the first balanced federal budget since the Hoover administration in

1930.

In 1949, Webb was appointed Undersecretary of State under Dean Acheson. While

Acheson tended to substantive policy matters, Webb supervised the reorganization

of the State Department as recommended by the first Hoover Commission. With

the 1953 change of administration, Webb returned to the private sector, working in

the oil industry and serving as an informal foreign policy advisor to Senator Robert

Kerr (D-OK).

Kerr supported Webb's appointment to head the National Aeronautics and Space

Administration (NASA) in 1961. Webb took the reins of NASA just before it became

the centerpiece of the Kennedy-Johnson administration's efforts to put a man on

the moon. He oversaw NASA as its budget quintupled to $5 billion by 1965, then

Coe aaa ee Ontete io Sensing the imminent election of Nixon,

Webb resigned from NASA in October 1968, and retired to write and lecture. Webb

died in 1992. For more information see: American National Biography v. 14 pp.

848-850; and Dean Acheson's Present at the Creation, pp. 184-185 and 312-314.

http://www.trumanlibrary.orz/hoover/webb.htm 11/30/2003
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From: "David Clark" <david.clark@nara.gov>

To: <presidentialufo@presidency.com>

Ce:

Subject: Re: James Webb

Date: Mon, 24 Nov 2003 11:15:09 -0500

Grant,

My responses are in bold below.

At 8:15pm July 9 1947 Webb calls Dodd. Who is Dodd?

I believe this may be Norris E. Dodd, Under Secretary of Agriculture

At 12:45pm July 10 1947 Webb calls AG. Who is AG?

I believe this may be Tom Clark, the Attorney General.

At 12:35pm December 6 1950 Wegg calls Souers. Is there a Souers?

Should this be Webb?

Sidney Souers was the Executive Secretary, National Security Council,

1947=1950: From 1950-1953, Sidney Souers was a special consultant

on military and foreign affairs to President Truman. Wegg should

probably be Webb.

Thanks

David

>>> "Grant Cameron" <presidentialufo@presidency.com>

11/20/03 06:55PM >>>

Will let you know on the finder's guide shortly.

A question. In the attached scans of White House phone records I

would like to know who a couple people are.

At 8:15pm July 9 1947 Webb calls Dodd. Who is Dodd?

At 12:45pm July 10 1947 Webb calls AG. Who is AG?

At 12:35pm December 6 1950 Wegg calls Souers. Is there a Souers?

Should this be Webb?

Grant Cameron

=e=-= Original Message --=--=

From: "David Clark" <david.clark@nara.gov>

Date: Wed, 19 Nov 2003 14:50:01 -0500

To: <presidentialufo@presidency.com>

Subject: Re: James Webb

> Grant,

>

S

> The copies should go out in the mail in the next day or so. We

http://mailO1.mail.com/scripts/mail/mesg.mail?folder=INBOX&.popup=1&msg_uid=106...
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do not have the James Webb finding aid online. The finding aid is

approximately 120 pages. We charge $.50 per page for a total of

approximately $60. If you are interested in obtaining a copy, let me

know and I can provide additional information about payment options.

>

> Sincerely,

>

> David

Sign-up for Ads Free at Mail.com

http://promo.mail.com/adsfreejump.htm

© 2003 Mail.com. All rights reserved.

http://mail01.mail.com/scripts/mail/mesg.mail?folder=INBOX&.popup=1&msg_uid=106... 11/25/2003
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