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412 ALEXANDER D. MEBANE

others followed in quick succession, some singly, others in clusters,
like a straggling flock of birds. The rate of motion was apparently

that of a skyrocket, which they all much resembled. ‘The
apparent direction was from about West 10° North. Some of the
smaller ones burned out, but the larger ones were lost in the distance
in the northeast.”

The altitude indications deducible from this report will be taken
up in the discussion.

The remaining observation from Michigan is that from Marshall,

which was the only one known to Chant in 1913; it is anomalous,
since stones are said to have fallen, altho Marshall (

Creek) is a good 200 miles southwest of Chant’s plotted path

point seems to have been cleared up by the finding that the Marsh:
item was in large part “cribbed” from the account printed at Sagi-

naw. I quote both:

Saginaw News: “Two enormous meteors, with tails many rods in
length, passed over the skies here at about 8:30 Sunday night. The
heavens were brilliantly illuminated, and with the passage of the
meteors a shower of stars was seen to fall. It lasted for many seconds.”

Marshall Chronicle: “Miss Vera Murray and Carl Schnaitman,
. . . when returning to the city last evening, saw vo enormous me-
teors, with tails many miles in length. This happened shortly after
8 o'clock. They reported that they had seen an airship going cast.
The heavens were brilliantly illuminated, and with the passage of the
meteors a shower of stones was seen to fall. The display lasted for
many minutes.”

It is obvious that most of this is the Saginaw News item as rewrit-
ten by an editor who knew that meteors are large and that “falling
stars” are really meteoritic stones. Subtracting this, we find that what
remains is the statement that the observers thought that they had seen
an airship going east, and that the display was visible for minutes
rather than merely seconds. The incongruous “shower of stones” is
only the Marshall editor’s misleading contribution!

All of the Ontario observations have been given by Chant. Ac
cording to his plotted trajectory, the meteors continued onward,
passing directly over Buffalo and eventually leaving the continent
only a few miles south of New York City. It was expected that it
would be easy to check this prediction, because, by the time they
reached the neighborhood of Hamilton, Ontario, loud rumbling
sounds were being given off by the low-flying meteors. Since in
Wylic’s picture of the event all sounds were attributable to a single
bolide that exploded over Hamilton, a clear-cut test of the correct-
ness of this reconstruction would be furnished by an inquiry about
sounds heard farther along the Chant trajectory. It turned out that
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