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the Russian oll situation (regardless of estimaled oll reserves) is quite differert from tha! in the
US. For exampie, U.S. oll industry is prepared to turn out tremendous quamtities of highly frac-
tionated petroleum products, while the US.S.R. cannot reasonably approach such capabilitie: This
consideration dictates different solutions on fuels for propulsion in the two countries and in turr,
dictates the direction taken in development of jet motors or the use of other propulsive devices.
We must therefore, arrive at the conclusion that any Boviet device which may have made its
appearance over the U.S. ar described, would possess unusus! performance characteristics whick,
in all probabllity, would include umusua) range. The possibllity that they could have been launched
a: fairly close range should not be discarded.

4. POSSIBLE REASONS OR TACTICS FOR THE USE OF SOVIET UNCONVENTIONAL AIRCRAFT
OVER TEE US., Predicated on all he foregolng assumplions, Boviel unconventional alrcral. may
fave been flown over the U.S. for one, all, or a combination «f the following reasons:

a. TO NEGATE U.E. CONFIDENCE IN ATOM BOMBE AS THE MOST ADVANCED AND DECIEIVE
WEAPOK. T ihe objecls have been used In & propagands sense, Il WOUlC D TOASOUADIe 10 RBELME
{hat the Soviets would choose first to frighten pro-American naticns in Europs with the appearance
of a radically new weupon to counteract the ability of the U.S. to obtaln full propagands effective-
ness with the atom bomb. It will be remembered that sirange objects {irst appeared over the
Scandinaviar countries in 194€, The objects observed there had unusual range and unususl per-
formance characteristics. As this demonstrallon over the Scandinavian countries occurred the
US. was making 8 vigorous campalgn for the economic and political alignment of these nations
with other pro-Americur Western Eurc;-ean nations. When these Incldenis subsided, sirange fiylng

bjects began to be observed at an increasing rate over the US. The conclusion on this point i
that {lylng objects may have been used to frighten both European natioms and the U.S. by the appear-
ance of u new device, and that fallure to ldentify such a Soviet object would give therm invaluable
indication thal U.S. development! is far behind that of the Soviets. Except for this indication, it is
belleved tha! the use of the objects to promote fear has been worthless in that the U.S. public has
tended to characterize these incidents entirely as hallucinations by ‘‘crack pots”’, misidentification
of conventional objects, or that they represent a secret American project which ahould not be pub-
licized, ny fear thal might result from Soviel use will come only by a discovery tha! the objects
have been Soviet sircraft and that they involve radical developments which are in advance o our
own accompllshments.

b. FOR PHOTOGRAPHIC RECONNAISSANCE. It is possible that the Soviets have employed the
fiying objecis for ithe colleciion & puotographic imelligence or the mapping of certain areas in the
U.S. The evasive action employed by all objects sighted indicates not 50 much an attempt to avoid
being signted, as an attempt to prevemt disclosure of the exact type of flying craft and lis mission,
The sighting of objects over the U.S. has been most intense in Eastern and Western Coestal States.
In addition, sightings cf flying objects have been made near Ouk Ridge, Tenn., Las Cruces, N. M.,
and In the general ares of the Hanford Works in Oregon. Generally, sightings have not been made
over wha! we consider strategic industrial areas. The reason for this might be either that the
fiying objects have been cbserved only enroute to or from missions over these more concentrated
strategic areas, or that the Soviets cobtalned sufficient information during thelr World War I
with US, industry to satisfy their imelligence requirements and have a more active requirement
for information on Indusiries and areas which were not avallable to them during World War Il con-
tacts. This is of interest in connection with the sightings near Ok Ridge,.las Cruces, and in the
general area of the Hanford Works since these establishments were not, and are not, accessible o
Soviet collectors of photographic intelligence.

c. TEST OF U. S. DEFENSES. It is possible that the use of Soviet flylng objects over the U.S.
i5 imended only 1o delermine ihe ablity of the U.S. defenses to spot foreign aircraft. This would
be of extreme lmportance to the USSR, in the event that a ope-way all-out attack of Boviet strate-
gic bombers is planned. Abllity to operate over the U.5. uninhibited at a time when the U. E. is
supposedly re-arming and putting great stress on defenses would provide valuable information oo
which to base estimates for probabllity of success in bombing strategic objectives in the U. E.




