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13 whalch alght csuse reports

Balloons

Coiling Beiloons and unlight

balloons are about two feet in ciumeter. Rod or Yhite colours aore
eaploycd,

ed Pilot Bolloone ore used in daytime. These

#t night, pilot balloons corry cither & papor lantera lighted by & candle
or 8 snull bettery-powerod electric light. These ore not likely to be
visille to ony great height by the naked eye, but a belloon with o slow
loak aight corry a light across the sky for e considerable distance 4t

a relatively low level.

Rodiosondo belloons are ebout five or six foot in dismetor, coloured white,
end corry o smoll box ot tho end of a cord about twenty foct below tho balloon,
Sometimes e radar reflector is olso tied to the bulloon; this is & roflcector
of many focos end it 15 possible that some unusual reflections of lipght may
oceur from this sttachment. Rediosondo belloons normally ascend to about
60,000 feet.

Skyhook Bulloons ave used occasionolly Tor specisl high-altitude observations
which takes them up to 100,000 feet, Thoso balloons aro sbout 75 foet in
dismeter end an instrument box tied beneath. Receuse of their sizo, there

is a good possidbility that such btalloons are the baszis of scme reports of
unusual aericl objecis.

In the deytime with blue skies, good wisibility end oripht sunshine, bealloons
mey be seen at considersble heights onco they ere locatod by tho eye. The
pelloons stond out against vhe tluc of the sky as shorppin points of light,

Aireraft

Fiveratt secn in this country should conform to the well mown silhouotion

but, in view of developmaonts in neighbouring countries, trisngulor (delte
wing) end teilloss types, possibly flying et great hoights, moy be seens
2180 due to distances end aireraft attitudes in flipht, the true plaen forms
moy not be observed. A change in shape during the observation may woll
indicate the existence of these clircumstances.

Common 0bjecLs Waen Vicwed through seroens may bo distorted out of all
racognizable shupos; often single objoots may oppeor as soversl., AS
commorcial sheed glass (window panes) may contein defects cousing similer
opticol phenomena, observers should be wary of such conditions,

Effects of Screens, (lass, Etc,

Racreous or Mother of Peorl Clouda

THese rove clouds are most 1ikely to be seen just before sunrise or just
alter sunset when i1l 3 by sunshine from bolow the horizon. They

may also appoar in daytime. The clouds occur at heights of 15 to 20

miles and have iridescent colour ich rosesble the colours seen in mother
of pearl., It is possible that a small detached mothor of pearl cloud might
Bive the appoarcnce of a novoring object high in the sky. '

Noctilucent Clou
Noctilucent oxr

da

zeon only at night mado visiblo by
rofloct i ! b sbout 100 to 180 below the
horizon cnd visidility con re very good. They ususlly sppoor
about an hour aftor sunset, Low on vhe horizon, Theiz colour may o white
or they moy be a shade of colour such o8 biuish-white, golden, or reddishe
oronge, but they do not display the brilliant iridesceat colours that are
cheracteristics of mother of pearl clouds, Noctilucent clouds oceux

about 50 milos high in the atmosphere, ts detemined by simultanoous
photography from difforent points on the corth's surface. Thelr spoeds
havoe beon caleulsted 30 be 68 high a8 AGO #ilos per hour, but because of
their groat hoight thoy appear to move slowWlys




