had leamned of another sighting, this one at
the supersecret Sandia base at Albuquerque,
where all of the nation's nuclear weapons
were built At 10:55 p.m. that Monday, Atomic
Energy Security Service (AESS) officer
Joseph Toulouse, waiting at a stop sign on
the base. saw a “greenish flare” out of the
right-hand corner of his windshield. The

“flare.” fully one-third the apparent size of the
moon. developed a “flaming tail”* just before
itarched downward slightly and disappeared.
It had been visible for a maximum of three
seconds.

Whal was going on? Was somebody or
something deveioping an unhealthy interest
in America's nuclear facilities? The Hanford
incident. The Memphis sighting (though that
may have been stretching the point: at that
moment its only connection with Cak Ridge
was the same state). But the Sandia connec:
tion was real enough to make the security
agencies in New Mexico nervous. They won:
dered if a pattern—an ominous pattern— was
starting to develop.

The green UFOs seemed to be just one
step behind the investigators. At9:02 pm.on
December 12 La Paz had his own sighting as
he and two Civil Air Patrol men were driving
near Bernal. New Mexico. An expert meteor
observer, La Paz noticed it first and shouted
“Look!” four times order to establish the time
frame for subsequent reenactments of the
event

As bright as Venus and about one-fourth
the Moon's diameter, the green ball was
traveling east to west low over the horizon. La
Paz later stressed that it stayed horizontal for
most of the 2.2 seconds it was in view, curving
downward only during the |ast two-tenths of a
second when it broke and vanished

By a stroke of luck two AESS inspectors
also witnessed the fireball and La Paz was able
to triangulate its location and altitude and
obtain a rough estimate of its speed.

When plotted on a map, the 25 mile east:
to-west path pointed away from the Los
Alamos Scientfic Laboratory, the location of
all United States nuclear-weapons-design
work. The object. in other words, might have
flown directly over Los Alamos.

Butmostastonishing of ail was the fact that
the object had maintained a horizonial path
at an altitude of about eight to ten miles—
deep in the earth’'s atmosphere, Most
meteors burn up above 40 miles, La Paz

noted. It was inconceivable that a meteor
could survive at such a low altitude, let alone
keep from falling. (While meteorites can be
seen at lower altitudes and can sunive to
strike the ground, they make a tremendous
roar as they pass through the dense layers of
atmosphere.) Morcover, the estimated
speed, eight to ten miles per second (29,000
to 43.000 mph). was incredibly slow for
meteors, with typical speeds of about 30 or 40
miles per second, but fantastically beyond the
capability of aircraft and rockets. Only certain
shaped-charge experiments during rocket
flights had come close at that time.

In his report to AFCSI the next day, La Paz
said, "l am now convinced the various ‘green
flare’ incidents...are not meteoric in nature.”

While Col. Rees contacted AFCS! Head:
quarters for advice on immediate action, La
Paz prepared a study of the incidents for the
colonel. While previously-unreponted inci-
dentstromthenightsof December5,6,and 7
streamed in, new sightings occurred on the
13th and 14th,

La Paz arranged with the AESS to set up
a patrol with Speed Graphic camerastotry to
photograph the fireballs. The patrol caught a
normal meteor on the 18th and nothing on
the 19th. Late onthe evening of December 20
members had just packed their cameras to
go home when a green fireball appeared, so
they missed getting a photograph of it For-
tunately, a triangulation was possible be-
cause several persons had carefully observed
it from separate locations. La Paz was able to
fix a short seven-to-eight mile west-to-east
path for the UFO. The path headed straight
toward Los Alamos.

At the Oak Ridge MNational Laboratory,
although people were stll unaware of the
New Mexico sightings, rumors were flying.
George D. Rathman, chief of the investigation
section of the AESS at Oak Ridge, sent some
photoaraphs of an unusual contrail taken in

tail just before it arched dowr
slightly and disappeared.”
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Air Force had compiled a "gre
mation” on them and conducted



