BRUCE CAT:IE PROVES MORE THAN MATCH FOR SCIENTIFIC CRITICS. OF “HARMONIC 5

Ag was. to be expected, the publicetion, ageinst all odds, of Bruce Cothtel
book "Harmonic 33" roclied the Scientific Esteblishment to its Tovndations
and ¢ few of the more cowregeous meubers of this profession darad to ovenily
criticize it =~ only o e suitably secalped by the author, who hzd dona high o
homework very thoroughly and wes able to talk back at them in their ‘omp ' 0
langusge of mathematies! Ve are indebfed to the ITew Zeplaand hirlines Pilots!
Asgociation for permission to publish the Tfolloring sccount of ‘one 'such cn="
counter, as it appears in the Oct. 106¢ issue of their journsl SATRANCUNENS

"It is not often that an cctive airline pilot writes 2 book sid 2 successful
one et that. The honour falls here to Centein Z.L. Cethie with his "Hornonio
55" which to date is gbout to entexr into its 4th edition, Al{hough tHisifoon-
troversizl publication hes slready been widely read by .Z. nilots, becsuse
there seemed to Le a nice intengibilty to bhoth non-petter and UF0s,  the Bd=
itor 'presented 2 copy to nis wrin brother, Dr. David King, both for his int-
erest and in the hope of gaining a reezsonably authoritative review,., This,
he wes persuaded to Go within the limits of his ficld, for besides Nis pos-
ition on the faculiy of the University of Temnessee gs Professor of Phyeics,
he is Director of Union Carbide's Resecerch Leboratory at Ozk 2idge where,
Guring Vorld Ver II, the first wracticel atomic reactor iras wuilt and today

it is 2 national monument. Dr Hing expressed himself wverbelly 2s lost in ad=-
‘miration for Caent. Cathie's enthusiasm in attempting e treatise on such &
‘“Bubject 28 an emateur; but nevertieless gave tlre folloving criticisa.

“*In peking a contribution to the litersture of UFOs, Capl. Cathie is aware
-(p. 205) of the close scrutiny to vhich the Condon group has subjected all
. published UFO reports. Since the findings of the Condon group lead to scedi-
* dcism regarcing visitors from ouber snzce, it behoves 2 writer in this subs
Ject a2rea to be extremely careful. Regretfully, Capt. Cathie has not exer=
cisec this core. He blithely dismisses the notion of meteoric impeet origin
for terrestrial crsters similer to that nesr Viinslow, Arizonc (p. 37, 89),
thereby denying a large body of conclusive enzlysis, The further suggestion
(p. 45) thet Lake Pontchartrain, Le. hes zrisen from some Ikind of explosion

isf untensble. The author is on sefer ground in discussing the possible nucl

ear nature of energy release in the 1908 Tunguska explosion (p. 41), since

the annihiletion of a 1-1b. ontimetter meteorite (p. 201) in the atmosphere
“fould ‘be ecuivalent to 2 3-negeton TNT detonation, On this besis, it is un-
¢ necessary’ to invoke 2 visiting Secucer or attribute eny special significance
to thie locetions in diagram 2 (». ©8). Another body of misleading material
is contained in Ch. 8 vhere it is averred that the triggering of nuclear re-
actione is dependent on geometric position on¢ solor sltituce. This is so
- contrary to common experience of criticelity in fissile mrterial .25 to re=
quire no comment. ‘
'1¢ is approprizte here to remar!: on books in which the theme is developed
through mathematical reasoning. ! ith such a poverful mode of exjyression, it
is & clear responsibility of the nublishers and their refereces ta ensure
thet the derivations are rodevant and correct. Fresumably:their editor would
expunge misspellings and split infinitives, by the seme token he should re=
move ~ log 2948 = 4,695 (p, 95) - and if the author protests, the publisher
shownld thereuson refuse to publish, With a text contoining some hundreds of
. Buch mis-statements and other methetetical non-sequitus, the publisher has
. plainly been derelict in his function.”
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