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To illustrate the character of reports, I will quote several

narratives from the literature. (Narratives, of course, are just the

beginning of any report. Quantitative information, usually not given

in the narrative must be obtained by careful interview of the witness.)

The first is taken from a collection of 160 reports by Olsen, 29) It

was originally made to NICAP.

Date: 24 April 1962

Place: Springfield (Delaware County), Pennsylvania

First witness, J. A. Gasslein, Jr. (Lt. Colonel, USAR Ret.) reports:

“Time: Approximately 1945 hours, weather: clear, cloudless,

medium blue sky, visibility good.

"My wife was driving her mother home following the latter's visic

to our home. They had driven around the block to higher ground when

my wife's mother looked out the car window and saw a large object. It

was moving slowly and silently in an east-to-west direction at not

over 50 ft. above street level. (Determined by the proximity to and

relationship to the size of the Cape-Cod-type bungalows over which

the object was passing.) My wife then plainly saw the object herself.

"Anxious to have me see the object, my wife quickly drove the car

back to our house and attracted my attention. I had been working in

the basement. I ran out of the house and up the street for a view.

By the time I saw it, the object appeared to be about a quarter to a

half-mile away, moving in a westerly direction. I saw it as an object

smaller at the top than at the base, seemingly suspended in the air

at an angle of about 45 degrees from my position, and giving off

colored lights. I know that the object was not any kind of conventional

aircraft of balloon. ;

: “Having had the advantage of a closer viewing than I, my wife

8 object as follows. s


