
consists of nothing more than misperceptions, hoaxes,
_ and hysteria. UFOs exist onlyin the overheatedimagina-

tions of the UFO sighters and investigators. UFOs will

continue to play peek-a-boo with the universe of objective

reality for decades on end, for as long as there is anyone

willing to show them proper attention. When its support-

ers finally tire of it and move on to something else, as

did the believers in alchemy, spinit-rapping, and Odic

forces, the phenomenon will fade into oblivion.

(See also: ABDUCTIONS; ATTITUDES TOWARD UFOs;

CLOSE ENCOUNTERS OF THE THIRD KIND; FOLKLORE

AND UFOS; GALLUP POLLS ON UFOS; HALLUCINATIONS;

IDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS; INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH

POLL, OCCUPANTS; PHYSICAL TRACES OF UFOS; RADAR

TRACKS OF UFOS; SCIENTIFIC APPROACH TO UFO RE-

SEARCH; SCIENTISTS, UFO INTEREST BY)

Siberian explosion. See TUNGUSKA (RUSSIA) EVENT.

Sign. See PROJECTS SIGN AND GRUDGE.

Simonton, Joe. See EAGLE RIVER (WISCONSIN) “PAN-

CAKE” STORY.

Smith, Wilbert B[rockhouse] (1910-62). Canadian radio

engineer and UFOlogist. Born in Lethbridge, Alberta,

he graduated from University of British Columbia in 1933

with a B.Sc. in electrical engineering and went on to

obtain his M.ASc.in 1934 at the same university. After

he b chief engi for radio station

COR in Vancouver.
Smith did much to encourage improvements in the

technical side of broadcasting facilities in Canada, and

took a strong personal interest in the formation of the

Canadian Association of Broadcast Consultants, which

often advised the federal Department of Transport (DOT)

on frequency allocation and other technical matters. He

also played an important role in liaison between that de-

partment and the Canadian Radio Technical Planning

Board. In 1939, he joined the federal Department of

Transport. He was engaged in engineering Canada’s war-

time monitoring service and, in 1947, was in charge of

a network of i pheric measurement sta-
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Van's Studios Ltd.

tions, several of which were in isolated parts of the North.

At the time of his death, he was superintendent of

Radio Regulations Engineering with the Department of

Transport, responsible for the engincering aspects of all

matters concerning the use of o in Canada, including

equipment standards, radio relay sy s, broadcast facil-

ities, and interference studies.

Smith's curiosity got the better of him when he read

@ magazine article on FLYING SAUCERS in the late 1940s

and from then on he took a great interest in investigating

flying saucers, or UFOs. In DOT, he was engaged in

research on the collapse of the Earth’s magnetic field

as a source of energy. As Smith believed that flying saucers

may be operating on magnetic principles, it seemed that

this work of DOT might explain their operation.

In November 1950, Smith submitted a proposal to

set up a special project within the Department. In it,

he stated that he and his group believed they were on

the track of something which may well prove to be the

introduction to a new technology. This project was ap-

proved and was named PROJECT MAGNET.

In 1952, the Canadian Government set up a special

committee representing various departments, to consider

the UFO problem and to recommend government action.

Wilbert Smith was a member of this group, which was

identified as PROJECT SECOND STOREY. Smith's work on

UFOs made him Canada’s leading authority on the sub-

ject.

Snake River Canyon (Idaho) sighting

It has been claimed by some that Smith turned away

from orthodox scientific work to the more metaphysical

aspects of what he termed “the New Science.” Such was

not the case. He carried on his normal scientific work

and at the same time delved into the science of metaphys-

ics as a possible answer to the UFO mystery, which appar-

ently produced some concrete results in the laboratory.

In the realm of purely orthodox scienc

In the area of metaphysics, Smith claimed to commu-

nicate with OCCUPANTS of UFOs through a contact who

provided him with certain information. One instance per-

tained to areas of reduced binding in our atmosphere.

All matter is held together by forces which are not clearly

understood and are known as “binding forces.” Smith

was informed that there are areas of reduced binding

and that many air crashes were due to entering such

regions, where the planes literally fell apart. He was told

that means of detecting such areas were easily available

to us and that suitable instruments could be constructed

By building a “binding meter” according to the principles

given to him, he was able to locate regions of reduced

binding. He recommended to the government that further

investigation be conducted, but because of the unorthodox

source of his information, he was unable to obtain official

recognition of this work and his letters were added to

the “crank file.”

The last ten years of Smith's life were devoted to

intensive thought and study. He formulated several of

his ideas into a book titled The New Science. He died

from cancer on December 27, 1962.

POSITION STATEMENT: There is much evidence that

the people who build and fly the saucers are people very

much like us. They have been seen on many occasions

and there are many claims of personal contact having

been established with them. Communications with these

people tel] us that they are our distant relatives, that

we are descendants of their colonists on this planet, and

that they still regard us as brothers even though we don’t

often act like it. There is much evidence that the technol-

ogy of these people is quite a bit ahead of ours; and

through study of the behavior of the saucers and from

the alleged communications, we have been able to piece

together some of this technology, and it is amazing to

say the least. We are informed that these people are really

civilized, in that they regard all men as brothers; that

they do not have wars, and live under conditions of per-

sonal freedom of which we cannot conceive.

I think that these people from elsewhere are con-

cerned about our playing with atomic energy and about

our plans for space travel and interplanetary exploration

and conquest. I am sure that they don’t hold us in very

high esteem and are worried about what we might do

if we ever got loose in space armed to the teeth with

nuclear weapons.

Our own work, aided by tips from outside, indicates

337 Snake River Canyon (Idaho) sighting

that the tick is through gravity control wherem the

Earth's gravity field m bent to accommodate the action

required.

I am informed through the many alleged contacts

that these people come from everywhere; that there &

no place in the universe where man cam live that he does

not live.

(Position statement was adapted from an mierview (n.d)

with Arthur Bray.)

(See also: ABDUCTIONS; ANCIENT ASTRONAUT THEORY,

ANCIENT UFOS; CONTACTEES; EXTHATERRESTRIAL

HYPOTHESIS; HUMANOIDS)

ARTHUR BRAY

Snake River Canyon (Idaho) sighting. A man and two

boys, eight and ten years oid, were in the Snake River

Canyon, near Twin Falls, Idaho, about | p.m. on August

13, 1947, when they observed am unusual object fymg

between the Canyon walls.

The man had sent his boys to the river to get some

rope from his boat. When he thought they were overduc,

he went outside his tool shed to look for them He saw

them about 300 feet away, locking up at the object. He

could see it for only a moment before it disappeared be-

hind a hill which obscured his view. The object appeared

to be about 300 feet below the mm of the canyon, which

is about 400 feet deep and 1,200 feet across af the place

of observation, and he saw it against the steep walls of

the canyon on the far side. Its color was sky blue and

he doubted if it could be seen agaist the sky. He feit

it was pure chance that he saw it

The two boys saw the object coming down the can-

yon, heading from east to west and following the contours

of the ground. Both watched it fy out of aght behind

a tree in a matter of moments.

The object resembled an oblong broad-cmmed hat

with a low crown, or an imverted pie plate [ts outer

edge appeared to be about a foot thick and it appeared

to have an exhaust flame—a red, tubular fiery glow—at

the side of the top or heod This “fameTM also appeared

to be about a foot through and extended at least to the

back end of the object, and it did not appear to taper

off nor to widen out toward the back.

The two boys said that on the side of the object

they could see a “knotTM form which the flames were shoot-

ing, and that they could see daylight between the exhaust

flame and the side of the object. These “flames” did not

leave any smoke or odor_

The object appeared to be about20 feet long by

10 feet im thickness. It made a swishingsound It did

not spin like a top.

As the odject went by, the trees over which it almost

directly passed—Mormon poplars—did aot just bend

with the wind as if a plane had gone by, but “spun around

on top as if they were im a vacuum.”
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A BACKGROUNDER

From material

by
Arthur Bray

David Haisell

and

Greg Kanon

Edited

by

Erralt Bruce-Knapp

Wilbert Smith was born in oneniece Alberta. graduatedfram
University of British Columbia in 1933 witha B.Sc. in electrical
enalleering and MEET i Solzin haaa, oc in 1934 at the same
miversit he became chief engineerfor radio

77 fAA ftor fo

ef 7Se OF

ry cyt

homryroadc as

ne fecteralDerren tof Taned |He was
sngaged in en ini ing Canada’s war-time monitoringservice and.

194 e of estsacar a network of ionospheric

ng. several of which were in isolated parts of the&

fs

Al the time of his death, he was superintendent of Radio Regulations

Engi neering with the Department of Transport [DOT], responsible for
the engineering aspects of all matters eens the use of radioin

Canada including equipment Standards, radio relay systems
(micro-wave), broadcast facilities and interference studies.

omruth’s area of research was in radio wave propagation, a study

which eventually led him into fields such as auroras, cosmic

radiation, atmospheric radio-activity and geo-magnetism. It was the

latter of these fields which really attracted his attention and caused

nim to speculate that the potential energy of the Earth's magnetic
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field might be extracted and used. He had already pragressed to the

stage of developing a crude experimental model to demonstrate his

theory. and successfully tested the unit which, in his words,

cemonsirated the soundness of the basic principles in a qualitative

mianner and provided useful data for the design of a better unit" (1)

Smith's curiosity got the better of him when he read a magazine

aiticle on ‘Flying Saucers’ in the late 1940s and fram then on he took

2 great interest in investigating flying saucers or UFOs. In DOT. he

Wels engaged in research on the stag $e of the - arth’'s magnetic

/ id as a saurce of energy. AsSmith believed that fiying saucers

Imey be Operating on magnetic prir ‘ciples. it seemed that this work of
DOT might explain their operation.

t {S ae Fey 7A Pr ys hehe ge oh ea

Hebelieved, quote: owehota on the track of somethHng wrich
ae ~ mnt s aby ~ es feet £44 $ . ny | ad

it ren $fic Sars Bhugieye

ions ne was retfering to were ih——Beeing camed aut
odoy SONvernment atihat time. in iete 1950 Smuth hac attencec

ah ee finan Fenchiey Beproadcasiing confer soasent hn Washington,
B 1ere, made es WRnugh the Canadian Eennhassy

eo fie meatier of UFOs was ine most highly classified subject in the

US, rating higher than the H-bomb

irCS exist

thelrmodus operand is unknown, but concentrated effort is

(4 ace by a small group headed by Dr Vannevar Bush,
‘Ediditor: Of ‘MJ12' fame)

the entire matter is considered by US authorities to be of

tremendous significance.(3)

ili fot the preliminary result of his work in geo-magnetism

oHelated wth tie available data on reported UFO behavior, and
tf at they were fairly close to some of the answers. The Defence
Pesearch Board liaison officer at the Canadian Embassy in

Viashington evidently agreed with Smith for he was extremely

anxious for him to get in touch with Dr. Solandt, Chairman of the Tg ve.
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Defence Research Board uponSmith's return to Ottawa. to discus

with him future investigations along the line of geo-magnetism

ooaQy relegse

Consequently, upon his return to Canada, Smith met with Solandt on

November 20, and obtained his support. Solandt agreed that work

on gea-magnetic energy should proceed as rapidly as possible and

iffered DRB's co-aperation in providing laboratory facilities,

aanids itionof equipment, and specialized persannel. (4)
%

1 he aris re

SL ipport and req vesting thatat a ‘projecct be set Upband ¢carted out On a
De me Dasis° int S uca time as sufficient results would warrani

festigation smuih proposed mace

0 UFrs “Could iit have been that Smith wilfullyornitted
in order to ensurea greater probability that the

ould be approved? Or was he only interested in UFOs
2 CAMEE ans seemed to be demonstrating that some of his concepts

NEE apparen'y being applied, whereas his main interest was indeed

in ine new technology which he fell he was on the verge of initiating?

Smith's curiosity was responsible for Project Magnet's initiation in

November 1950, and for its relatively secret progress for a few years

at ves kis SorinCan, though, that the official ‘Magnet' report,

WA Bsapalaar released many years later, dealt only with UFO

sighnbn nalysis, and made no mention of Smith's geo-magnetics
research.

Curiously, the Canadian government in all its wisdom, saw the need

for still another project to analyze UFO reports, less classified than

Project Magnet, but still confidential. During the earlymonth8 of =: ws
oe

” s Be Tye! ee OF we 3°
age # 7

ae ‘ ‘
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1952 there was a noticeable increase in the number of UFO

incidents covered by the Canadian Press. (7,8,9) Several of these

involved reports of disc-shaped craft over Royal Canadian Air Force

bases, many reported by service personnel themselves.

The Defence Research Board (DRB) noted this increase. and DRB

chairman Solandt asked staff member Harold Oatway to get a

committee together 'to see if we can make anything out of these

flying Saucer reports” (10)

Had Solandi forgotten about Smith and Magnet? it's doubtful

Oatway was a friend of Smith andknew of his involvement. As we

shall see Smith had not been forgotten, but the reason for setting up

a further project | remains unciear, unless. of course, Smith was tao

0DUSY Winal his research. VVhy thay didn't merely enlarge Magnet

On April 22, 1982, the committee gathered by Oatway held its laine

meeting,with PeterMilliman. head 0of the Dominion Observatory,a
its chairman. Smith, Edwards and Solandt were also among sss
» - 

~

i é rite sieasta ne form ed “0 lead WHS activity 2and to
stanndardi:26jinn eic.(11) From the minutes o7 this meeting
we read, “This committee was to prepare a brief of instructions for

observeers, examine interrogation; and to establish a standard

ean f recordingand indexing for Subsequer Vi analysis “£723

wid Hbray pe oermited, | wouldlikeio note that thirty yORtS aler,
we are still doing the samething!) It was also decided thai “the

function of DRB should be mainly advisory as the collection of

reports could best be done by field organizations.” (13)

Two days later, the newly formed committee assembled, classifying

its work as ‘confidential’, and identifying themselves as ‘Project

Theta’.

On May 19, 1952 they met for a second time and among other

things, re-named themselves ‘Project Second Storey’ since ‘Theta’

was apparently not on the list of valid names for projects of this type.

On June 25, 1952 Smith submitted an interim report on Project
Magnet in which he stated that it appeared evident that flying saucers .

* walt Sete



are emissaries from other civilizations and actually operate on

magnetic principles, magnetic principles which we have tailed to

grasp due to our not paying enough attention to the structure of felds

in our Study of physics. (14)

On July 31, Project Second Storey held their third meeting where.

among other items of business, a letter containing several of Smiths

rnotions, presumably based on his progress in Magnet, was tabled

and discussed. Also, the final form of the ‘Project Second Storey

Sighting Report was approved, and distribution of same was

determined.

There was no mention in the minutes of any reference to Smiths

decisive statement in his interim ‘Magnet’ report.

d Storey was not held until NovemberOFThe faurth meeting of Sec

arrive at some measure of re Gi

his system was adopted temporarily without alterations. At this point.

iC
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IheFe, x

a

EES

TO Aponte iad to witness testimony to help

Net

p Lote Tprcmt ears gem pret irs LCM SUPT YRBP BAS “i oo

yy felt irrelevant since Chairman Milman noted

Saat aripnere tm mete (or bomrrticn Reid thic Ta atakd Gravarates mh od Teas
fhat evidence to date (anc note that this Was NOT SeCcOona atOr

ey s
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tre Sotesgren9Gy 7S ea BR, oe yh ot etyt
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an all out investigation by the Canadic vices but H might be wen

t a ct at some central location all forms which may Oe
vices.” (14) Millman reached this CONCILISION

1s with the chairman of DRB on the future

mittee. They seemed to be again Nong

And as it turned out, Millman’s conclusion was based on activities in

the U.S. in the wake of the Robertson Panel, which is now know to

have been a CIA whitewash. So here is further evidence of top level

US. Canadian inter-relationship in the UFO field, and if we assume

ris inter-relationship continued after the Robertson Panel, itis s
afe

to assume that investigation of UFOs in Canada was placed under

the control of some branch of Canadian Intelligence. We can only

guess that Smith's interim ‘Magnet’ report probably played a
significant part in this assumed decision.

fifth meeting of Second Storey, it was agreed thata ..

ke place after the Department of Transport we, os
of 
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further meeting would ta
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a compieted its analysis. That is, after the Magnet Report was

finisned. This was accomplished on August 10. 1953 but there are

naminutes available of any further Second Storey meetings.
although there is evidence that further meetings did take place. One
wonders why the minutes were nod made public. Recent

correspondence between Canadian teedelelinl Bray and Dr.

Allen McNamara { the question) that

ihe Froject Magnet report was submitted to Second$storey in 19153

(i fis tram a letter dated July 25,1979.) (16) So it was 26 years

before any indication of further Second Storey meetings eirtaced:

During the summer of 1953, Wilbert Smith abtained Sey cick from

the evenrinn of Trerepart eedto setuvp some dee! ete a

(Oo detect the
tLe eHD Pee Sea Yer

‘ Pre he ja ae 5

fw ten

comic thicgt aA ain om etatior iapoe iert ine C Omere trpd devas icSal lai Buch 2 Stay “ wes ia meng ed aiTAL :i

if Few ies accermy sinceNhe ttins‘stallation was located next to
3 IONOSphere Station ¢ nichece Research Board (DRB)

Public awareness ofthis projectwas to be a source of frustration,

annoyance and embarrassment to DRB and DOT, andit put Smith in
an awkward position since he was still officiallya member of the
econd Storey “nn tlee. This was probably a contributing factor

to the contents of Milman's November 21st summary report of

Project Sacond Storey He announced that ProjectSecond Storey's
forms and instructions for filing of sighting information were available

for any government department seriously interested in pursuing the
matter further, but the committee felt that, owing to the impossibility

of checking independently the details of the majority of sightings ,

most of the material did not lend itself to a scientific method of
investigation. (21)

Could it be that they were not aware of the scientific study being
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pDates - Archive - Wilbert Brockhouse Smith http:/Avww3.sympatico.ca/updates/archive/Wwbsmith.htm

conducted inthe US at that time by the ~ Force on UFO reporis

collect from June 1, 194¢ to December 31, 1952? The study was

intiated in 1952 and continued through ma, and proved beyond a
doubt the existence of an unidentified phenomenon, even though the

oO | way as to divert attention from

the evidence. The study to which | am referring was known as
Project Blue Book Special Report #14’ which is probably the most

constantly referred to in th“ literature ofStanton Friedman, and rnore

recently was the SUDIECL Oof a paper by Bruce Maccabee in the

JLETHE 4of il © Studies, Vol. 1, No. 1, entrtled the ‘Scientific
Investigation of Unidentified Flying Objects’

yerhaps Nis reniarks
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later tne controller of Telecommunications issued4 ie

nich was alsoauthornsed a5 a pres4 release, admitting that

OFT nad been engagedin the study of UFOs for three and a half

years, that cansiderable data had been collected and analysed, oe it

had‘not been besible to reach any definiteconclusion, and sinc
new data sirmply confirmed existing data, there seemed little soln in
carrying the provect any further on an official level. This, despite the

fact“hat: ‘new data... confirmed existing data”, which is what one
HOuld expect of & positive scientific experiment!

Project Magnet was to be dropped, but Smith would continue to

receive and catalogue data on an unofficial basis.(23) In Smith's

words. Magnet went “underground”(24) probably joining Second

Storey

Thedetection of ‘whatever it was' two days before had evidently
insoued rapid action. Does it seem likely thata project, which nae ;-

“ " Smet ve i,

"rote nr, FFL any
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inaliy apparently detected what it was looking for. would be
terminated? Justificationfor changing to a ‘Top Secretclassification

perhaps... It is apparent thaat pressure wasappl ~ to Smithto
down-play or even denythe Shirley's Bay inciden

2s. In an abrupt aabout face, Smith

eis 8 session of the ComnNONs’

Captain aJ. Rup ait fy
inetaut Ba eusa

vehpemcircd
CG RL

ce) was reportedly told by ReCAF
Hicially’ had the Shirley'sBay Station

€ ome UFO

vihalevest inecase, Smith kept busy over the next few years, and we

mer of shanene ve UD toheiia preeeu on he gave

is realy a derived fufime on,1. and is the
ric condition, nota static one. We know

we knowifs forrnula and we havea pretty

derfore we nave

avity (not Centri fugal force) and ta alter the ¢crawlfahonal‘field or ingé
arth. This we have done. iis Fact. The next step is to learn the

ries and do the engineering necessary to convert the principle into

workable hardware." (26) That siatement was madein 1959. The

uestion is,what has been achieved since then?

T
e

about bringingi

cled experiments that show th ai if use
r
e

ii nas been claimed by some that Smith turned away from orthodox

scientific work to the more metaphysical aspects of what he termed

‘tne new science’. Such was not the case. He carried on his normal

cientific work and at the same time delved into the science of

metaphysics as a possible answer to the UFO mystery, which
apparently produced some concrete results in the laboratory. In the

realm of purely orthodox science, Smith was working on the

development of an anti-gravity device and believed himself to be on

the verge of an important breakthrough just prior to his death.

in the area of metaphysics, Smith claimed to communicate with | 3...
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occupants’ of UFOs through a contact who provided him with certain

Information. instance pertained to areas of reduced binding in

our atmosphere. All matter is held together by forces which are not

clearly understood and are known as ‘binding forces’. Smith was

informed that there are areas of reduced binding and that many air

rashes were due to entering such regions, where the planes jieraily

tal apart. He was told that means of detecting such areas were
easily available to us and that suitable instruments could be

constructed. By building a ‘binding meter’ according to the principles

given to him, he was abie cate regions of reduced binding. He

racommended to the government that fur th ler investigationDe
but becauise of t ee IG2dOx source of his ants nationfh,

w giicleel' to ‘the’eransl lee
i ace % one t * YT NS

arch eeu dy Eoyerrety pier tesed Ms, aoeand Study. re formulaied seveme TE

¢ hubio,
fy ket

eeEF"ne prabes yy eee Cee pirecery ery

mm {CPG me bears
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asting ales sven}Orewoes oy the Canadian
aswell deserve it th Was one of ihe

SEHCBRED §

~ ed Wit thot

1 he morancum te the aroller of Telecammnunications, VWV.B.

Smith, Nov.21, 1950, p.2. 2.ibid, p.2.

“ Pronect Magnet, program. WWE. Sith. 9.2.
cialeia Journ » Fp 16, Tana

9.Ottawa Journal April 17, 1952.
10. ‘| Believe Flying Saucers Come From Outer Space’, by Alan

Philips Weekend Magazine, V.7, #27, 1957, p.4.

‘4 Minutes of a DRB meeting to discuss flying saucers, April 22,
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