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During 1953, by mid-year, only 250 reports had been received,

of which nearly $0 percont came from military sources, The number

of unoxplainabie sightings dropped to 20 percent.

‘The drop in unexplained sightings ts largely duo to the tn-
ereased accuracy and the completoness of reports being received.

To be of value, a report should include such basic data as size,

shape, composition, speed, altitude, direction, and the maneuver

pattern of the objects, Without such information, it is almost
impossible to establish the identity of the object sighted. In

addition, a recent study has shown a direct correlation between

the numler of sightings rvportud and the publicity given to
saucers” by the nation's press,

In omer to over:
ize all reports, a de!
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me this lack of basic data, and to standard-

tailed questionnaire was prepared dy the Air
Center and is now submitted to cach person

reporting an unidentified acrial object. It is felt that the
information thus obtained will lower still more the number of

unexplained sightings.

‘The majority of all reported sightings have been found to

involve either man-made objects such as aircraft or balloons, or

Ymown phenomena such as meteors and planot:

prea eeeeeneeey fet atveratt, flying at

Atitudes, are often mistaken for unknown objects by the untrained

cuaprren SuOks aN iections from the polished surfaces of air-

wen plainly oven when the aircraft itself 1:

be visible. sinew ests

great speeds and high

n the country

they gain alti-
small 1
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‘Gonperature tnversion reflections can give a
scope that {9 as sharp as that received: ‘on_

© “objects”
ings have resulted in iaany

Bearing out the thoory of temperature dnvel
an ineident which occurred tn January 1951 near
dee. ‘No Air Force aircraft attempted to intercul
“opjectTM and actually established a radar shy
gholr altitude at the tine was 7,000 fect. The
Ject, accomiing to their radar, appeared to be
30 td 25 degrees. Three passes were made in an
fon the object. In each instance the pilots

led them Sirat upward and then down toward
: ground. (One scientific theory it

simtlarly reflected from a layer of warm ain abo:
this proves to be correct, many vious] night¢
accounted for.

‘There are a small nunber of unexplainedre)
bination of seeing the object and detec!

simultaneously. In cach case the object
and had the appearance of simple lights. —

Ionized clouds have probably caused sone
returns, Thunderstorms are identifiable by radar,
uscd aboard some aircraft and ships to avoid thor,
have also been received from binds, ice formations in
Dalloons, ground reflections, frequoncy interferencebe
radar stations, and windborne objects.

are very difficult to identify, especially when¢
darkness. pases

Ag stated earlior, the difficulty of evaluat

ail types is based largely upon the lack of
the sighting. It 1s felt that the detailed
remedy the situation in part.

In addition, special photographic
for distribution to selected air base
Defense Command radar sites. This Z
tion grating camera which separates light int
(specttum) and rogisters the on film. Tho:
that used by astronomers in detersiningthe:
stars, In this manner Air Force scientists
mine the source of unidentified 1ights
from this camera have been received.

‘There have been some misconceptions|
handling of "flying sauccr" reports. One.
4g that the Air Force 1s either withho:
mation from the public or cloaking 1t
cation, This to untruc.


