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During 1953, by mid-year, only 250 reports had been recelved,
of which nearly 50 percent came from military sources. The number
of uncxplainable sightings dropped to 10 percent.

The drop in unexplained sightings 13 largely duo to the in-
eroased accuracy and the completeness of reportd being recelved.
70 be of value, a report should include h bagic data as size,
shape, composition, speed, altitude, directlion, and the maneuver
pattern of the objects. Without such Information, it is almost
impoasible to eatablish the identity of the object sighted. In
addition, & recont study has shown a direct correlation between
the numler of sightings reportod and the publieity glven to
'saucera” by the nation's press.

In order to ovorcome this lack of basic data, and to standard-
1ze all reports, a detalled questionnaire was prepared by the Alr
Technical Intelligtnee Center and is now submitted to each person
reporting an unidéntificd acrial objoct. It is felt that the
information thus obtained will lower 3till more the number of
unexplainod sightings.

The majority of all reported sightings have been found to
involve elther man-uade cbjects such as aireraft or balloons, or
known phenomena such as meteors and planctis.

Present-day Je 3 ying at great speeds and high
udes, are ofter the untprained
rver. Sunligh faces of air-
elf 13 too

balloons also account for

esc balloons, sent to alt

nched from virtually every airficld in the country
lyethylene, swell as they gain a‘.ci-.

d.
L:dc,_tax: very good reflective qualities, carry small lights
when launched after dark, and can b¢ seen at very high ult:;.udes.

s will cause a
ced observers,
is low on the
erratically due

P
latively exg

» for instan¢

from
il eatab-
3 layer of warm air above flccted from
ALOVEe 1 )
rsion) .
MORE

17

Temperature invoraion reflections can gl
scope that s as aharp as that rececived
of these returns reportodly range from zero.
The "objoota®™ also appear to move in all din
ings have reaulted in many fruitloss Anteras

Bearing out the theory of tompc
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mhelr altitude at the time was 7,000 fad
ject, according to their radar, appeared
10 to 25 degrevs. Three passes wure made
on the objeet., In cach ingtance the
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