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Whot Tt has Taight Me about Myself

Sunday, “erch 12th was the first day of the 1977 IFO

hunti-g seasor. Where T was 1> mid evenirg stording on the

most desolate ro2d that I could fird, hiddirg nyself ix

the dark.

Tiere we stood, ny frierd and T, walkirg bac ard forth

feouen the fog tryins to keep warm, This beirg the first
+ime ont iv sever morths I agnin became aware of the grard-

eur of the countryside. There was T, a speck, ir the still-

ress avd criet of a well oiled,complex ecosystem called the

world. It appeared that someore had control of it, calming
ard protectirg it from the helter swelter people who live

within it. Ever if I didn't see what T came to see, y

i-sigerificarce in comparison to the handiworks around me,

would be a retaught lessor,well worth the trip.
There I stood, as 1 had so aftry times before, waitirg

in the dark~ess for somethirg to charge, ard thereby give me

the indication Jthat what I was waiting for would soon ar-

rive.

A question arose in my mind. The same auestion that

arises everytime that I wait for my friend s to arrive -

" what am T really doing here? For what do I wait?"
Tt has been said that the world is a small place, due

to the fact that every once aie a while we meet some lorg
lost friend, or meet someone who we fird out igs somehow

releted. things

These ommeusomemmmms do occure, but with the number of

people that we meet every day, ard with the nunbers of

people that are somhow related, the charces of actually

predicting who ove will meet are slin.

"ow here 2m I, not hoping to meet a friend that used

to live dowr the streét, or ir the same city, or province

or country, or eve» the world. Here am I rollirg my gal-

actic dice in hopes that T will " by chance " have beirg

from eayother world fly by.

The thought permeates ny mird and makes my stomack

dizzy at the tas’, I sit and wait. Wait for those from

srother plavet,ard maybe ever another Plaxy to meet with
me iy my " Small world." .

While others go about their lives of normality, I

am stuck with this. my next thought is, of course - Am

T rwally with it, or am I on Uloud 9, livirg ir another

reality where thirgs T see,are real only wnto me.
When T worred at Argelos, | remember similiar thoughts

streaming through my mind. The windpw of the store faced

west, ayd as the sun would set, my mind would wander to

the world ny eyes could only see. A world out there, lived

by those that wetelucky enough to have somehow been placed

there,

1 would imagire evryone sitting dowr to supper, like

rormal people, while T was working day and night for reasons

untrown to me,

T would imagine all my friends out playing baseball
or football or out for a drive, while I was still stuck in
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a place that meant nothing to me.

While normal people went to bed, 1 was still at work

and would be there for some time to come. While others

worked T slept, and while others entertained T was forsed

to appense the desires of those who needed pizza to enter-

tain.

My main recollection then was that I was striving to

be normal - like everyone else, and it appears now that

i'm in the same rut.

Maybe that's what keeps me goirg. Maybe that's my

dream on yorder horizon. To be normal. ‘lo be like everyore
else.
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