
ThE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON 4

January 17, 1953

Dear Bob:

Before I leave office, I want you to know

how rnch I appreciate the loyal and devoted help you

have given to me, and to the Government, in your ser-

vice as Air Force Aide to the President.

Your handling of the Independence and other

sic travel has always been outstandingly efficient,

and. your work in other matters such as the airport

sofety commission has been of real and lasting bene-

fl’ to the country. You have always been cheerful

ave ready to do your utmost to make the President's

j.) easier and more effective, and believe me I ap-

preciate it more than I can say.

I wish you and Mrs. Landry every success

and happiness in the years ahead.

Sincerely yours,

Me.jor General Robert B. Landry, USAF,

Kir Force Aide to the President,

The White House.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

lst Ind.

The White House, Washington, D. C., 19 January 1953

In compliance with above orders, you are released

from assignment as Air Force Aide to the President,

effective 20 January 1953.

Lee Wena —
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Landry{s kominated

To Be Major General
President Truman todsr nomi-

msved bis Air Force aide, Bric.

Gen. Robert B. Landry, for pro-

motion to the temporary rank of

The-officer’s permanent reting -

is that of colonel in the Air Force.

bet he got his ster when he was

qmece Presidential aide.

The Lanéry nomination was

‘one of 39 <ivine promotions to

| Shere were 14 brigadier gen-

erels memed for two-star rank; 23

jonels proposed for sdvrance-

iment to brigadier general end

‘two reserre colonels 2iso recom-

mended for one-Ster Teting.

!- Gen Lendry, Guring World Wer

Z service with the Sih Air Force

in Eurone. wes one of the few men

‘to commend both fighter enc

ONE, TWO, THREE ens four star generals, of the United

States Army and Air Force, and a single Admiral, USN, were

awarded the Order of Military Merit of Cuba yesterday at a care-

mony at the Cuban Embassy. To two Ambassadors and half 2

dozen other distinguished people went the National Order of Merit

Carlos Manuel de Cespedes. The presentations by the Ambassa-

dor, Luis Machado, took place just before several hundred guests
came in for 2 reception, to offer felicitations and to drink cham-

pegne.

_ Gen, J. Lawton Collins, Chief of Staff, was decorated with the

medal of the Order of Military Merit. In this group also were

Gen. Wade H. Haislip, Lieut. Gen. Charles L, Bolte, USA; Presi-

dent Truman's Military Aide, Maj. Gen. Harry H. Vaughn, USA;

Brig. Gen. Robert B, Landry, USAF, the President’s Air Force

Aide; Maj. Gen. Wallace Graham, USAF, personal physician te

President Truman; Rear Admiral Robert Lee Dennison, USN,

Naval Aide to the President, and Capt. Ramon Benedetti, USA.

Receiving the National Order of Merit Carlos Manuel! de

Cespedes were the Amhassador of El Salvador, Dr. Hector Cas-

tro; the Honduran Ambassador, Rafael Heliodor Valle; former

Senator George Wharton Pepper of Philadelphiz: Dr. Federico

de Onis, Columbia University Hispenie Institute; David A. Skeen

former president of the International Lions Club: Erle Cocke, for-

mer Netional Commander of the American Legion: Mrs. Willis

Reed, president of the National Auxiliery, American Legion, en-

Denton Welker, newspaper columnist.
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The Last Leugh

President Truman shouts good naturedly to youngsters in
the cargo compartment of a “Flying Boxcar.” With him are

Col. David Schilling (left) and Brig. Gen. Robert Landry.

- lt Was Easier Going Up

President Truman had a time trying to descend the ladder

from the hatch of a Northrop Flying Wing at Andrews

field. At left is Brig. Gem Landry. ~

Off for Truman”
es “both

shal ps Hike a mythical pérsonification
ao Might tuelf. Sens. Ferguson(R

. By ESTELLE GAINES ‘@ Michigan, Russell @) ot

‘The Air Force yesterday put on setts" atid slender (D) of Lowist-
its best flying show for President{anawere among observers who,
Truman, Cabinet members and, could not take their eyes off it.

those kingpinsof the Congress) Streakingacross the field in a

ee apportion defense appropria- |7ace” with the world’s fastest jet

'

iS
a
s
t

Biios reer the Bite Bam | pein
Seis of eosand the swooshing Ike Was There, Too
jets and new bombers af the President Tracient

present. Ww
Good Artillery Auxiliary fusivelyby the brass, 2 smil-

Mr. Truman apparently shared
the pride of the Air Force in the gst brown topcoat strolled
impressive display, swiveling his around the field making-a
head to keep binocularson fhe | workmanlike inspection of
fancy flying. : planes.

Afterwards, the World War I He was Gen. Eisenhower,

ertillery captain remarked that in civilian clothes and unes-

the Air Force would make @ good fed'= by the =

auxiliary to the field artillery. h

“When the B-47—the plane which | “u=Hes provided other cffi-
recently unofficially broke the | Gals. commented,
transcontinental speed record— | “He always likss to take his
took off, it engulfed the President | own observations.

and the spproximately 200 nota- His path crossed the Pres-
bles in a dense sulphurous fog, | jzenvs at the B-36, they

which soon was dispelled by the | s.oo% hands warmly, but
: only then was “Ike” shunted

into the Emelight.

points, along with the Flying WINS. rield Feb. § in three nous and
2 '46 minutes at an average (07.2,

“Wing” Attracts Aftention ‘miles an hour. Maj. Gen. Emmett
The show was helt at the re- O'Donnell, 15th Air Force com-

guest of chairman of mander who served as commen-

Georgia, of the House armed sery- tater for the show, warmed that

fees committee, who asked the Air the surerspeed of the = 86 would
Force to bring its newest and best/b2 cbvious tor only a few seconcs,
aircraft to Weshinston to show but even so mast onlooXers missec

other members of Congress. Le : ;
The Flying Wing, known of-|

ficially as the YB-#S, is our
Most powerful, longest-ranging jet)

bomber. Circling the field in wide

sweeps while conventional planes

’
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| Youthful General From La. Act

na As:President’ s Air Force Aide
——. i ¥ .

N. 0. Combat’ itor Had N. QO. Man
Stars Pinued one

by Troman, \

“hy EOWA FAMELESON| of the Thies! Ww vamStare
i Woshtngton, Bob,* 5.—_ Aa Presicont
Truman rhished from’ ‘yocoptions to
[dnnern, from breakfasts to lunch-

oons clurlng Inaugural wool, wearlng

ont much younger Seoret Service mon
ancl reporlors, always in tho back-

nrovnd wos a trim, youthful ane

Much he-ribboned alr fore officer.

! Wor Brignediar Genoral Robert DB.
Jauedry, the president's Ale Force
side, lowavor, th wos Just on breese

when compared to the years of com.

bat duty he served with the 8th Alr

orca tn Burope.

In selecting tho 20- year-old Lou-
Islana to be the ‘first: Akr' Force aldeever assigned to” thoy Ree of
the United States: a yetr agg, the Alr
Force high command: pala?“tribute ito
one. of Its outstandlig youlte offers
of, World Wat’ Ul Not only wns Landry

mbnt , duty, trons, March, #1942,
one ‘of! tho: first utr:‘dt ficorg: to'teach
Mngland, but hes
European theatre:
the war was ‘6y¥¢Rc SiguyAs a llentenant ‘gokoneb:in a
(zhter command, part of the fath

Mth Aly Force, he commanded a fights y
er group during the early part of

the war. Tater, he was placed in
command of a homber group, the

only officer tn the 8th who com-

mManded both types during the war.
Tn all, he flew thirty-one misstonr

aud holds two distingulshect flying

erasses, one as n Sighter pllot, and

one as a bomber plot.

OC alt his. thritte, Includivg ap-
polvtas the president's aide. however,

‘he greatest of all was given the

veteran alr officer only last Decem-

her 2t.

» One of the few who was

pace

Cau) from rime

, Word was sent to his office In the

White House that the president hac

called a staff meeting and he should

‘come al. once. Viisuspectingly, he
walked Into the president's office

where all the top members ef the

prosident’s staff had gathered. Ue

was surprised, Of course, when he

Blmpsed his wife anc two children

neat the president, but he still was

unaware what was going on.

Not until the President called hii.

over, piled out two shining silver

stars, and personnally began to pull

the eagles of a full colonel off the

shoulders of hla uniform died the

alde realize what was achually hap-!

THe

bhvevenort,

6 February LOAQ

pening. He was gebhine » bost Chelat- “" p¢ was Immediately recalled to the!
mas present any army man cow mainiand and assigned ‘to the ath!
recelve, his general's stars from We Aur Force, being hastily reinforced

commander-jJn-chief himself. for movement to England. He first

Goneral Landry, who was barn JU» commanded the ‘famous 56th fightor
New Orleans Decem)er 1, 1909, chose, group of the Bth, ancl Inter com-

a military eareor after attemdloz|anded the 43rd heavy bombard- |
‘Vulane university as an electrical nnd nent group..He 1s rated os a com-

mechanical engineering student, He’ wane pilot. Hls combat service in-

entered West Polnt wid was com-*cjuded participation In the alr of-
missioned a second Ueulenant I) ¢ongives agninst Normandy, Northern
1932, Tha following year, he lWans- ‘tance, Central Europe, the Ardennes
ferred to the ale corps aod ree hod and Rhineland.

his Might training at Kelly Vreld.: Arter. the war, Landry became nr
Lexan, fmeber of the joilnt operations review

j board of the Army and Navy statf

‘college, and an Instructor at”‘the /Na-,

tlonal War college here. On’ \ugust
1947, he was unmed exccitive of-'

to the Chief of Staff of the

States army alr Force, Hol

(he War Start

the opening shats|
the war, having been aslo-.

al Wlekman Fleld, Hawall.! 1,
the Japa hombed Paarl Harbor

nnd the alr fleld Decomber 7, L941.

Al that thne, he wan asaistant op}

eraliona offieer of the fleld and alde

lo Major General Fred In Martin,
commanding general of the alr force

Nawnll.

Siw

Sinudry

Cred in

tloned

when

naw

floer

United

In

wt worrled at President

during the Inauguradion oweek .was Brigadier General Rovert U.,
Jandry, abeve, For the young general Ii was a breeze compared wilh

(the combat perlods he endured Inc war service,

ry

‘Tran an’ Advisor

Truman's grueling

SURUVEPORT TIMES

Lonisiana

was fissigned to the president the

following February,

In addition to Kis two. DIC's
eral Landry wears

Merlt, the ali medal}:

Guerre, bestowed by both France and
Belglym, ap well as pass vita
medals. awarded him by forele BOV=

ernments.,
‘He Js ‘the son of Mr. and Mire. L. Vv.

Landry of New Orleans and married
the formor Mildred Plauche’ of the

same city. They have’ two thildren,
Robert B. Jr.,;nnd Mildred Roberta,



Frumoen Leaves

Plane Faces 70
Ey the Associoted Press

President Truman left by plane

today for Independence, Mo., to

spend Christmas.

Accompanying him were a secre-

tarieal staff and his personal physi-

cian, Brig. Gen. Wallace H. Graham;

Mrs. Graham and the two Graham

children.

The presidential plane, Independ-

ence, took off at 10:07 a.m. Ordi-

narily it is ea four-hour flight to

Kansas City, but airport officials said

that the plane would be bucking

70-mile-an-hour heagwinds today.

From Kansas |City, thespresidential

party-.will drive to dence.

Mr. Truman Jef?! ji Sih be i

Just before boarcine the plane, he

for Missouri;

-M.P.H. Winds.
waved to reporters and the crowd

seeing him off and’said:

“I hope Santa Claus brings you

everything you want.”

The President plans to return to

Washington next Wednesday. He

was not able to put away the cares

of office entirely for his holiday.

Along with presents for his family,

|he took with him a brief case full of
}work for himself.

The, paper work includes a three-

page memorandum on the current

economic situation, left with him

yesterday by Dr. Edwin G. Nourse.

chairman of the President’s Council

of Economic Advisers. -

The briefcase also contains mate-

tia) for his State-of-the-Union mes-

sage to the new Congress. He will

work on some pheses of that mes

|$aze during his stey in Missouri.

TRUMAN AIDE BECOMES A GENERAL—President Truman (right) pins the etar
of a brigadier-general on Robert B, Landry, his Air Force aide, in a ceremony at the

' White House, Tuesday. Landry was promoted from the rank of colonel.



President’s Air Forces Aid
Gets'Surprise Boost in Rank
Col. Rohert Bi Landry of New) tor of Cisthtors for“Orleans, Air Morees Md to Prost} strategic bombing cammand.dent Truman, gol oa surprise Gen,

Christinag gift from his! com-| former
Mander-In-ehiet Tuesday “ when} New

Tandry Is marrled lo

the Bighth's

tha
Miss Mildred) Planche of

Orleans. They haveIhe president pinned a brigadion daughter, 1, and a son, 7,mmeveral’s slay on hhithe!-

year-old Aly Forees ‘vefaran
IWas called into Mr Cimat’s of-
fice without advance @fébtics ane
found his wife anda two children
On hand for the ceremony, . 4

Vis promotion was among a
series in the Air Worces approved |
TMiestlay by the president, "owe

Gen. Landvy became the. first
presidential air forces atd Reb- . &

) ewery Tounder the newly-form-

ed separate nit arm. We was
appointed bProoutive assistant

to Gen. Carl Spaatz, Atv Koveas:

» chief now retired, in Seplember,
147, nnd has lived in Washing-

fon with his family sinee that

‘ time, :

a

Hin
5 oes parents, Mr and Mrs, t. V. LaneA Washington dispateh shld Mheedry, ive in New Orleans,

A W982 graduate of West Point, &

Landry received his fight

Field in- Pearl) Harbor
when the Japanese attacked.

he commanded the 56th

ffehter group for the Eighth Air

Force in Bngiend, and was direr-

Rarksdale Field,

Ile was stationed at

BRIG. GEN. LANDRY.

Wwysth. EvEwme STAR Desa. 2%, tMERTM

Air Force Promotions

lnclude Truman Aide
By the Associated Press

President Truman pinned a briga-.
dier general's star Yesterday on jis
Air Force aide, Col. Robert B.
Landry. ;

Jt was an unexpected Christinas
present. Col. Landry was called into
Mr, Truman's office without acvance'
notice to find his wife and two chil-
dren on hand for the ceremony.

His promotion was among a serics
in the Air Force approved yésterday
hy Mr. Truman, Promoted to major
general were: '

Richard C, Coupland, West Point,
Va.; Robert W. Burns, Stanley, Wis.;
Ienneth P. McNaughton, Alto,

’MiIch.; Thomas S. Power, New York
City, and Cary A. Brandt, Fort
Niobarn, Nebr,

Ralsed to brigadier genera) along

with Col, Landry were:
A. Robert’ Ginsburgh, Rochester,

N, ¥.; Wallace G. Smith, Buffalo,
N. Y.; James Tf. Early, Worcester,

Mass,; James i. Briggs, New York
City; Howard G,. Bimnker, South:

Bend, Ind.; Millard Lewis, Wash-

Ineten: Waller Cc, Sweeney, jr,
Wheeling, W. Va., and Plerpont M.,

Hamilton, ‘Tuxedo, N, Y¥. ' ,
The promotions are lemporary:

and subject to Senate confirmation

)

Mit. /1ines DEE? 2. 19%
TRUMAN PROMOTES AIDE |

Pins Brigadier. General's stave
on Landry of Air Force

Wrst. hst

12

WASHINGTON, Dec. 21 (UP);Col. Robert. B. ‘Landry,Alr Force
aide to President Truman, today:
veceived) a,..sparkling Christmas.
present—the stars of. a brigadier:
Seneral iyi _ +, a dtpttet

In a surprise, ceremony, the
President pinried:the.stars on Gen-
eral Landry’s tunic ;this afternoon
while. Mrs. Landry, and the two
Landry children ‘looked on.

z VUC/

Truman Makes
4 e e e

His Air Force Aide.
e a e , 7 7

Brigadier General
t

. President ‘Truman: - pinned: ‘a
brigadier general's star yesterday
on his Air Force ‘aide, Col. Robert
B. Landry. se eee 7

It was an unexpected Christmas
present.. ‘Landry .was called: into
Mr. .Truman’s office: without: ad-
vance notice to find -his wife and!
two ‘children. on hand for the;
ceremony. , . "sg —
Landry’s proniotion’ was among

\a series in the Air Force approved
jyesterday by: Mr. Truman. Pro-
‘moted to major general were:
__ Richard C. Copeland, West Point,
Va; Robert W. Burns, Stanley,
‘Wise,; Kenneth .P. McNaughton,
‘Alto, Mich.; Thomas S. Power,
New York City;-and Carl A. Brandt,
\Fort Niobara, Neb.
| Naised to brigadier general along|
with ‘Landry were: Torys
A. Robert Ginsburgh, Nochester,

N. Y.; Wallace.G. Smith, Buffalo,
N. Y.; James FP. Early, Worcester,
‘Mass.; James E. Briggs, New York
Clty; Howard G. Bunker, South
(Bend, Ind.; Millard Lewis, Wash-
‘ngton, D. C.; Walter C, Sweeney,
Jr Wheellng, W.Va. and. Pler-
pont:M. Hamilton, Tuxedo, N.Y.



Vaughan Lifted a Curtain
Mixup Gave;Him No Permanent Scars,

' But Disclosed White House Fussin’
. By Doris Fleeson
Maj. Gen. Harry Vaughan’'s brief

career as ‘chief military aide to
President Truman was a boon to
comediansand cartoonists and it
will do the rela- .

tively unimpor-
tant Gen.

Vaughan no'

harm. -o: 1%

The_glimpse it
gave, . ~however,

into the fussin',-:

feudin’ and

fightin’ among

the White House

“Palace guard”

made it~ not %

quite so funny to -

those genuinely

interested in the ;

President's for-- f
tunes. Perhaps it- Doris Fleeson.
wasn't even very @flinnyp. to the
President, who was-compelled to
make e@ goat of Gen. Vaughan, his
friend. :

The immediately’ current version
‘of the affair was that Gen. Vaughan

jonce more spoke out of turn and
[ae to ‘be spanked for it, but this

{s not “quite true or fair to the
general-- It was, of course, a rather’
natural aS8sumption. as Gen. Vaugh-

an has frequently lightened the

‘present stodgy White House scene
by putting his large foot into his

capacious mouth.

The fact is that the President did

plan originally to make his old

friend National Defense aide, rank-

ing three underlings in War, Navy

and Air. This would repeat. the

unification pattern, which puts the

Secretary of National Defensein

the cabinet, with secretaries for

the three departments reporting to

him. Aide John Steelman was di-

rected by Mr. Truman to devise the

plen. ;

That the President should so de-

cide to elevate Gen. Vaughan is a

true reflection of. their intimacy.

Mr. Truman has a close and peculiar

tie with his old Missouri National

Guerd comrade. It is possible to

imagine thet other‘members of the

Truman administration would be

here if some one else Were President,

but not Gen. Vaughan. That chéer-

ful extrovert admits it: has fre-

quently asserted that if anything
happened to the boss, he’d rush back
home before the West Pointers
could catch him.

Gen. Veughan is not interested in
Government policy, inflation, or the
Marshall Plan; he is interested in
Harry Truman and stands by, to
joke, berate or damn the world ac-
cording to the President’s mood.
On that fateful morning—Friday

—last week, the presidential staff
met as usual with the boss and it
Was Gen, Vaughan's understanding
thet the new Defense aide plan was
okayed for release that day. During
the efternoon, ’ yeporters stopped
him in the White House lobby and
inquired about 1t-)Assuming it had
veen announced, Gen. Vaughan—
with the candor ‘natural to him—
let fall a slight gloat about his new

‘importance. The next thing he:knew
Press Secretary Jharles Rosesshad
called in the press#tienied itall’end
Said the aides ual rarikPublicly Che Eaenen said he
guessed he pature. That he
takes a;dim=yippefotMr. Ross’ action
in the “meth "one of the less
well-kKépt-"Wasittegton secrets.
nC Repssy, " Irked.
7In: thes: egory is the fact
that Mr. Ross=4es long been irked
by “Gen. VaugHan’s disposition to be

WASH,

TIMES - HERELO

Fea!) 178

chatiy with reporters, allowing them °

to loaf in his quarters.
- Vaughan. partisans blame Ross.

Mr. Ross’ friends suggest that the

three departmentsgot busy on the

telephone when they saw the flash

on the proposed setup and forced

the presidential retreat. In any

case, with a maximum of publicity,

the President pulled the rug from,

under his close friend. ;
The new setup endows Mr. Tru-)

man with five “military aldes of!

high rank as opposed to the old,

peacetime two—one from War and!

one from Navy. The Truman mlli-

tary staff: Chief of Staff, Admiral
William Leahy, who has all the

stripes there are; War, Maj. Gen.!

Vaughan; ‘Navy, Capt. Robert L.!

Dennison: Air, Col. Robert B.

Landry; Veterans’ Administration

liaison, Col. Louis H. Renfrow. Mr.

Truman was also the first Vice,
President who ever hed a military|

alde—tne then Col. Vaughan. :
(Releasec br the Bell Syndiczte, Inc.)

jwery near pro-

; There has been no top boss.

‘The Washington Merry-Go-Round

How ‘Chief’ Vaughan|

| . Sa a : . The President glanced at| By Drew Pearson iVeughan’s handiwork, but did not
; Harry Truman has the patience ‘read it—the'same mistake he made

jof Job when. it comes to. his When Henry Wallace sent him his
‘likable, _ grandstanding, trouble- a the “nen wan—
causing military _ aide, Harry ‘nouncement - “Colonel Landry’s
.Vaughan, But “gy, appointment as Air Force aide, and
he nearly Jost ° Z |gave the Vaughen list to Charlie
his patience— ‘Ross, White House publicity chief.
for keeps— jwith instructions to release it to
‘when Vaughan : ithe press,” . ce
jtried to prom-- Ross read the list later in his:
ise himself to , own Gffice and hit the ceiling. Tak-.
be top White 2 ing Vaughan’s slip of paper, Ross:
House aide last rushed back to the President’s-
lweek. In fact, Z soffice. and asked if Truman had!
|Vaughan came = |read Vaughan’s emo thoroughly..

iThe President looked at it. Then!
A 

jhe alao hit the ceiling,
Tight out of a |_ Meantime, Vaughan, irked at!job. = : ‘ ‘Ross for withholding the newsi

Here’s the inside story of what from the press, held his own press}
happened: os ‘conference,and announced himsel:!
Vaughan handed the Presidentas bosstof all White House aids.

2 slip of paper, purportedly an-_ "dies an & hours Sn" 
‘mouse was in an uproar. No one:BOBHETS wed appointment of Ja. filiside the White House is supposedRobert B.- Landry as the “Réwito make a statement to the press :

White House aide for the Airjexcept Press Secretary Ross, and |
Forces. On the slip of paperfSebate raged on the expediency of |
Vaughan had’ also listed himselijyePUGiating Vaughan's' unauthor-|
as “chief armed forces aide andsany wuttment to the press. Tru-'ao andiihan was furious at his military!
jcoordinator of veterans’- affairs.” tide, but hesitated to slap him:
jThe other Army, Navy and Air ag publi: : =
Force ai : j < imally, it was decided to-an-!a. ae listed ni bis ounce that Vaughan's self-promo-!i s. S Was a neW de- tion announcement was a “misap-
;Parture in White House history, prehension.” Privately, however,!
‘since hitherto all White House Truman sed much stronger_lan-
‘aides have been of .equal rank, £@8e in. dressing-down Vaughan;‘for the trouble he had cause;

“After it_was ove, the ‘precocious |
former manufacturers’ representa-.
tive from St. Louis seemed quite
contentto keep his old job in the
ranks ‘ef the four armed forces
aides*g President Truman.

moting himself

Vaughan

4
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F-Mour Career

Vaughan Dubs Self Top Aide

Maa

m8 . mn

Alter ©

aides.

Col. Robert RB. Landry,
resulted from the recent

By Edward

But Truman Helps Him Down

Associated Press Pliolo

‘retnforcement" From Air, here's the President's trio of
They are Maj. Gen. Harry Vaughan (left), military aide;

whose appointment yesterday as air aide
establishment of the separate Air Force;

and Capt, Robert L. Dennison, naval aide

T. Folliard
Post Reporter

Like the king of France in the’
nursery rhyme, Maj. Gen. Harry’

HW. Vaughan went. up a hill yester-
(lay and then came down, to find
himself vight. where he started—on
the same Jevel with two other
While House aides.

For a time if looked as if he
would be boss man among the
aides.

General Vaughan, who has‘an af-
|nnity for hot water, announced

himself that. he was to he “chief
Armed Forces aide.” with three
assistants. This went out over the
news wires.

About three hours later, White
Youse Press Secretary Charles G.
Yoss called reporters into his ofe!
ice ahd said that there had been
iome “misapprehension.” |

“TI desire to state on behalf of

(ASH:

tyr8 .

‘Lhe President," Ross said, “thot

there has been no change In the

sel-up here, There are three

oldes of equal rank. ‘There Is no

top alde, no chief'of Armed Forces

Ald. gies Cy A \

{le Jisted !'they thrdo: General

Vatiallan,’ representing the Army;
Capt. Robert L.: Dennison, repre-

sonting the Navy, and Col, Robert

I. Landry,, representing, the Alr

Foree, nat"

The appointment of Colonel Lan-

dry, a survivor of. the Pearl Harbor

allack, was announced early yos-

‘torday. If,’ was In recognition of

the new status of the Alr Force

under the Armed Forces ‘Unlfica-

(

mr port gol around that there
was to be a new Army alde In

addition lo General’ Vaughan.,

'General Vaughan, appearing in

the While House lobby, was asked

about this. It' was then that he

lold reporters that; he was to he,

the head man, with the others!
ranking ,.as’ assistants, From his,

statement, Jt was concluded :that
'Col, ‘Louis 'H, Renfrow would be
the new, Army alde... :

In hauling General Vaughan

‘down from his ‘sumit, however,
[Secretary Ross. explained that
‘Colonel .Renfrow, was to be: only

‘an ‘assistant! aide and would sot
rank with thé Bthers.

Défense Secrétary James For-

restal was*with President. Truman
while. Ross was making the an-,

nouncement .and it was thought)

that pérhaps Vayghan was the

issue, On his way out of Mr. Tru-;

man’s office, however, Forrestal,
shook his head and said: ° |

“That's one. thing I'm glad: T;
lon’ know’ about.” j

7) QYy a

Vaughan Publicly Spanked”
By White

Me

House in Aide Mixup

Geneval Vatighah, a Missourlan
anda erony of Mt. TYuman since
they met in an ‘Army training

camp, backiin the 1920s, has often!

figuréd in: Lhe newn since he came

to the White Hoke.’ It wos he

whd conce}véedjthe [fea of having

Winst n- Chugh. speak at his
alma trate’In fulton, Mo.

Before thik, ‘Vaughan had been
quoted “tet ying: that Churchill
was a “g. reo old gantleman.
In that sd och, ‘he’ compared
Presidents Rol novell 4nd, ‘Truman
by saylng:! ete a,

‘atta Just Wen thavlndh'n fancy
dinner of co ys ayer ,a long
period. Sdnetimes yi ufike 1o get
back, to ham’ ahd-eggs”4

Colonel Landtye8theftew Air
Force alde atthe aWhite House,
was born In Ni Orlegas 48. years
ago, attended the Jésull High
School. Tulane University,and en-

tered West Point-in 1928,

We was ‘al Hickam Field.
Wawail, when the Japanese homhed
Pearl Harbor. Later, on, In Eu-

rope, he was director .of fighter
planes In Gen, ‘Jimmy .-Dpolittte’s

Eighth Air: Farce and ‘played a
notable role in 'thé, bombardment.
of the continent. [* "*,

Colonel and Mrs. Landry (the

former..Mildred.. Plauche of New
Orleans) live at’ 4125. Military rd.
nw., with Robert ‘B. jr., and Myl-
dred Roberta, who are students at
the’ Blessed Sacrament School.
Ya

Louls H. Renfrow walild serve| General's Claim ‘of Special:Rank |
On Truman Staff Refuted by Sec.

| Dy United Press

Maj. Gen, Harry H, Vaughan,
President, Truman's military aide,
announced yesterday he had been

made chief of the President's’ ex.
panded military staff, but a: few

hours later. White. House Press
‘Secretary Ross publicly corrected

him,

Vauehan told reporters about 1

p.m, that he had been designated

“chief armed services alde," and

that three other military alcles’

representing the Army, Navy and

Air Force would be “assistant

aides,"

Kass Calls Newsmen

‘Three how's later Ross called

newsmen into his office, THs sald:
he wished to state “on the part

of the President thal there has

Ross
jbeen no change in the set-up
here.” i
“There will be three aides all

ranking equally—a military nide,
a Naval alde and an Aid Force
Mldé—and that ‘is all,’”” Ross said.
Asked why Vaughan had an-

nounced a ‘hew title for himself,
Rossi said: “There seems to havebeen’ some misapprehension,” ,
Tt all’came: about after the

dent Truman had named Col.
ort Windry, of. New Orleans, ashis! Aly Force. ‘aide, an, new post,

merger act,

Tepe Say
Corpegts Renfrow Roport, i

YHar,Ross also correched’Another
Vaughan “Wm isdpptbhension”
Which apparently grew oul of the’
Lancy oa)pointment..
Vaughan had sald thal Col,

aye

(pavesW/V H,

1

‘

White House disclosed that Presi. |

Robb.'

calledifor by ‘the Armed! services |
ot]

along with Landry. and Capt. Rob-
ert -L,, Dennisoh,:’Mr. Truman's
Naval ‘nide, asad’ assistant nalde
for ne Army ahd'as assistant co-
ordinator of vebdrdns: affairs.
_ Ros said that/Wtis not so. Ren-
frow, he added,"1@ dénly av assist. .
ant to“Vaughan and does not
rank with the three aides.
Emphasizing that’ there would

be “no oubranking,” Ross sac:
“Ib fs as it always was,” 4
Vaughan is a, Missourian and

an old personal friend of Mr. Tru.
mam! When: My. : Truman was
clected, Vice Bragidonthe asked
forysVaughan, as chigude, Whon
Mr Truman sheoametsPresicdent,
'Vaughen wasthronert his military
alde. :.\ Smee, wits o- ‘
Vaughan later was made a per-,

manent major goneral in the Of.
,flcers Reserve Corps by Mr. Tru.
man.'He formerly was a Henten-
ant’ colonel of field artillery on
the permanent reserve list.

~bleaqeo
bw 2, ?, LV
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Vaughan’s Self-Elevation in. Rank

| Fails in Brief White House ‘Coup’

WASHINGTON,, Feb, 6—Tho

White House was shalten today by

a “palace coup" In which Maj, Gen.

Ilarry H. Vaughan, President Tru-

man's milllary alde, announced his

own elovation lo bo “Chlef Armed

Worces Aldo." He did not. hold the

position Jong. Mot

Tho coup, which seemingly would,

have reduced the Army, Navy and

Alv Torce nldes to asdlistants to

General Vaughan, wag short-lived|

bul was marked by anger and ton-

sion. Only tho' White House cor-

respondents seemed to enjoy the

action, which occurred In the spa-|

clous lobby of the White Houso'

Wxeculive offices.

President Truman acquired to-

day for the first time an Air Force

aide. An Army colonel also was

added to his staff. This augmenta-

(on of the "palace guard" appar-

enlly inspired General Vaughan,

the President's long-time friend, to

change tho old order of things.

T his usual morning news con-
ference at 10:30 o'clock, Charles!

G. Ross, the President's secretary,
announced that Col. Robert B, Lan-

dry, a native of New Orleans,

would be the Air Force aide. This

was in keeping with unification of

(he armed forees, by which the

Air Foree became an independent

department. aes !

About two hours later a radio

reporter encountered » General

Vaughan in the lobby and the gen-

eral casually mentioned the new

litle. Word got to the press room

and all the correspondents strealced

out.

’ Yes, it was truc, he was now

Chief Armed Forces - Aide, said

General Vaughan.” He was angry

and did some cussing, sdémewhat

like a trooper. He explained he

had given an announcement of the

changes to Mr. Ross for issuance

to the press.

“Instead of giving it to you fel-

|lows,” said General Vaughan, “he

By ANTHONY LINVIDRO

Special to ‘Tin New Yoru Vises.
. 1

(Mr. Ross) goes walling into the

Prosident's offica with it.”

» Prodlcts Qhango in Listings

Thon tho gonoral proceeded to

oxplain tho new sol-up, To re-

ferred the. reporters to the Con-

gressional, Directory, In which tho

Proaident’s aldes ave listed. In the

fuluro, ‘he added, tho listings be-

low his name would be:

Assistant olde, Capt. Robort L.

Dennison of the Navy, recently

commander of the battleship Min-

sourl, who succeoded Rear Admiral

James J. Foskett about two weeks

ago as Presidential naval alde,

Assistant alde,»Col. Robert B.

Landry of the Alr Force. |

Assistant aide, oly Louls EH.

Colonel Landry,.. Weat Pointer,
sorved af commander of the Fifty-
alxth Fighter Groupof tho Tigh'th
Alr Force and also as Director -of
Wightera tn Gén, Jimmie Doolittla'a
Tighth Alr Force Strategic Bom h-
ing Command,* '
Goneral Vaughan, reserve oft'i-

cor, hnd oonnlderable combat Ox-

porlonco In‘ World War I.
Aftor Mr. Ronn had restored the

atatus quo ante the corronpondentn
tried to .rench Genoral Vaughn
and learned that he wan jn tho
President's offico; {
Tonlght he was reached and ihe

ssid he “was not noro at anybody,”
He seemed to imply that under nl
‘cation he ought to and would get
the new title. His parting words
were:

"It's as much of a misdemeanor

Renfrow of the Army; assigned to

tho White Housb, today.

“Some time lrvs1990," continued,

‘General Vaughtin;. “maybe thero’ll

‘be a President who will ‘be pro-

Navy. ‘Then the Navy man will bo

top aide.” * .

Nows lickers soon tapped off the

‘changes, as announced by' General

Vaughan. <A’ copy of a‘ United
Press report was on Mr. Ross's

dest when he summoned the re-
‘porters at about 4 P. M.

“I desire to say In behalf of tho
President,” said Mr. Ross, “that
there is no change in the White
House set-up. There will,be’ a’
military aide, a naval aide and an

Air Force aide.’ There is no rankk-
ing among these aides. The three
aides are from the three coordin-

ated services.”

' Ross Appears Nettled
‘ t

“My. Ross was asked about the
Vaughan announcement. He re--
plied, “There seems to have been:
some misapprehension.” Apparerit-;
ly nettled by the whole. business,
he explained that Colonel Rentroay
would be an assistant to Genera]

»ter’s capacity of White House co-
qardinator of veterans’ affairs.

Colonel Renfrow has’ been in
charge of legislative matters jn:
the . Office of ; Selective Service
Records for six years. |

Vatighan, particularly in the lail-.

to be premature as it‘ls to be in-
4 accurato,” ; ;

VY. TIMES
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NEW AIR FORCE AIDE JOINS PRESIDENTIAL STAPF

Col. Tobert B, La
, 70 wee oy

ndry, who wan
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ROBERT B. LA

Col. Landry Named
Truman’s Air Aic

Col. RobertB: Landry, 38, son

of Mr. and Mrs. L. V. Landry.

3818 Prytania, today was appoint-

ed Air Forces aid to President

Truman. ‘ ee ee 2

He is the first to be selected

from the newly created separate

Air Forces. | P a Sng th

The New Orleans veteran Was

executive officér-to Gen. Carl A.
Spaatz, Air Foreé.chief. He servea

on the staff of-Gen: James Doolit-

tle at the end of World War II.
During the war, Landry was

cited for leading an assault of B-
i7s against German communicea-.

tions and transports in 1945. H

has received the. Air Medal, the
Legion of Merit, thé Distinguish-
ed Flying Cross and three oak

‘eaf clusters.

imes-Picayvune.—Photo bv The T ;
COL. ROBERT B. LANDRY

NW amed Air Force.
__ Aide to President,
{

A New .Orleanian’ was picked,
Friday by ‘President Truman to!

‘he the first’ presidential air force!

-ald-under the newly created sep-
arate air force.- <

': He js Col. Robert B. Landry,

[38 son‘of Mr. and Mrs. L. Y.
-Landry, 3818:Prytania, who has

‘served with ‘the~air arm since
.shortly after his graduation from

‘West. Point ‘in 1932. 3
' He was at Hickham Field in,
‘Hawaii when the Japanese struck

: Pearl Harbor and later joined the
Eighth <Air- Force in England.

-commanding’ the -56th Fighter,

.Group and“acting as director of;
‘fighters in the Eighth Air Force’
strategic Bombing Command.

Since the“war he-has been on

duty in Wdshington?” .
His addition to the White

House staff resulted’ from the es-
teblishment‘of an: air force sep-

arate fiom the army. He will

serve with: Major General Harry
’ H. Vaughan of the army and Cap-

ln Robet't L. Dennison, naval

aid. ; -

Co], Landry holds the Legion ‘of

Merit, Distinguished Flying Cross.
Air Medal* and ‘the Croix de

Guerre with palm from. the

French provisional government

and the Belgian government.

MEw RLEAWS

Times - PICATUME
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COL. ROBERT B..LANDRY

- « . presidential aide

Landry Named.
Pi: a .

Truman Aide
President Truman has named

Col. Robert Bz Landry of New

Orleans as his. aide to represent

the newly-created Air Force.
Col. Landry, who is 38. will gerve

on the White House staff hig
Gen. Harry H. Vaughan, hy

aide, and Capt. Robert L. i-

son, Naval aide- ke

Col. Landrv’s appointmenf re-

sulted from the establishmeat ct
an Air Force separate from the

Army. Gen. Vaughan has “been
representing both the Armg and
Air Force. i

The officer is the son of My. and

Mrs. L. V. Landry of New Orle2ns.

His father is a special assistant tc

the state attorney-general. .

Col. Landry has been serving in
Washington as executive officer to

Gen. Garl Spaatz, Air Force ehief.

Col. Landry was graduated from

‘West Point in 1932. after ccmplet-
ling Jesuit High School and attead-
jing, Tulane University. : -

| He received his pilet’s wigs in

1935 and: was stationed in Hawaii
when the Japanese attacked the
island. . ;

Later he went to England with
the Eighth Air Force amd. as COm-
mander of a Thunderbolt squad-

ron, had at least one Nazi Plane
to his credit.


