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| come back in. It goemsd to be west moving since the afrevaft \

| on & constant heading and the angle of azlzuth and clevation Ines -

I The 1icht was first observed for 30 seconds, it faded, reaprearcd,
faded ngnin nfter 30 scconds.
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|
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As the pilot came arcund the wost side of the air base nnd up the
east side, he sav another light and turned into it to take gun cewera
photos. i‘l‘h& photos were no good).

Discussion

A vigit was made to the Weather Bureau station at the Ropid City
Municipal Airport to check weather and balloon launches (Note: The alr
base launches no balloons). The observer on duty looked up the balloon
track for the balloon launched at 2000 MST on 5 August 1953 and it went
south froa the Municipal Afrport. This puts it out of the avea of the
sighting. Data on inversions wvas not available as it had been forwarded
to Asheville, North Carolina. (Note: The balloon tracks and veather
for 2000 MY on 5 August has been requested from Asheville.)

No attempt was made to contact the GOC obgervers at Blackhawk. They
had been fnterrogated by base personnel and were "all excited”. It vas
belicved that an investigator talking to them would only further excite
them necdlessly. All the.sightings at Bismarck are doubtful. The ACEW
Station called the Bismarck Filter Center and told them to "look for
flying saucers™, a perfect set up to see every star move around.

The upper air rescarch balloon tracks at Lowry were checked. Two
balloons were lost and could have been {n the area at the time of the
sighting.

A fev comeents on the sources can be made:

Controller left the impression that he was trying to prove the exis
tence of an unidentificd flying object. It is very unfortunate that no
scope photos vere available to collaborate his story. He sav targets on
the scope, there is no doubt about it, but vhether they acted exactiy as
he stated {s unknown.

The tw> airmen that went outside to cbserve the object that wvas
being carried on radar and reported by the GOC were not sure of what
they sav, at least this is the imprecsion they left. They vere t514 to
g0 out and look for a light so they sav one. Thelr description fits
that of & meteor. They only sav a "streak™ in the sky. They did not
sec it return north, only go south,

The first pilot only got a glimpse of a 1ight 60 he could not add
much,
The second pilot gave the impression of bed »
npress ing “on the ball®, ¥
obviously was trying to convince himself the l:ch\t. vos o a\.t\: but v:n
» but
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having difficulty,

cal reasoning. He van vorried about the |
relative to the ptars, i s

By elininating doubtful
sonably assured 1:‘ that a m‘;::‘mﬁv
balloon or star. Radar picked up something
GOC post and vectored an afrcraft toward
chased it. He got a radar lock on it, b
function. The star Capella fs possibly visy
the north and the pilot could have seen t
this incident is carried as Unsolved.

Conclusion
Unsolved.



