
4 significant number of fairty complete reports by reliable observers re=

mained unexplained, Although ap evidence existed that unexplained report

of sightings constituted a physical threat to the security of the U. S., in
March, 1952, the Air Force decided that all reports of unidentified

serial objects should be investigated and evaluated to determine if "Aying

saucers” represented tec al ypments not known to this ye

records include condensations of all individual ai
IDM cards used in various phases of the study,

Originally, the problem involved the preparation and analysis of about

1, 300 reports accumulated by the Air Force between 1947 and the end of
March, 1952. Daring the course of the work, the number of reports sub-

mitted for analysis and evaluation more than tripled, the result of the un=

precedented increase in observations during 1952. Accordingly, this study

is based on a number of reports considered to be large enough for a pre-

Luminary statistical analysis, approximately 4, 000 reports,

Reports of sightings were received by theU. S.
representative Cross section of the populationof

widely in completeness and quality. Included were
scientists, housewives, farmers, students, e

bers of the Armed Forces, Reports varied in length{1

stating that a "flying saucer”had beena: se Ce
This study was undertaken primarily to categorize the available

reports of sightings and to determine the probability that any of the reports

of unidentified aerial objects represented observations of "flying saucer:

‘With fat cognizance of the quality of the data available for study, yet
quality, conservative, and as complete as the obse:

a few originated {rom people confined to mental institu

of the reports: ed,

them was submitted by serious pes

motivated by patriotic responsibility.

th

an awareness of the proportions this subject has assumed at times in the

public mind, this work was undertaken with all the seriousness accorded

toa straightforward scientific investigation. In order to establish the

probability that any of the reports of unidentified aerial objects represented

observations of "flying saucers", it was necessary to make an attempt to

answer the question "What is a "flying saucer'?", However, it must be

‘emphasized that this was only incidental to the primary purpose of the

study, the determination of the probability that any of the reports of un-

identified aerial objects represented observations of "flying saucer:

defined on Page 1.

‘Three principal sources of reports were noted

review of the data, The bulk of the data arrived at

military channels, from June, 1947, until the middle of

A second type of data consisted of letters reporti

civilian observers directly to ATIC. Mostof thesedi

were dated subsequent to April 30, 1952, and are belie
The basic technique for this study consisted of reducing the available ‘of a suggestion by a popolar magazine that future re

data to a form suitable for mechanical manipulation, a prerequisite for the Air Technical Intelligence Center, As couldbe ¢: ,
application of preliminary statistical methods, One of International of letters was received following this publicity. ce
Business Machine Corporation’ « systems was chosen as the best available eaemechanical equipment. [A third type of data was that contained in questioanaire:

pleted by the observer himself. A questionnaire fo
The reduction of data contained in sighting reports into a form suit= the course of this study, was mailed by ATICto a

able for transfer to 1BM punched cards was extremely difficult and time of direct letters with the request that the form be
Consuming.

Approximately 1,000 responses were receivedby A’

For this study a panel of consultants was formed, consisting of both In general, the data were subjective) const

experts within and outside ATIC. During the course of the work, guidance of physical characteristics rather than of preci

and advice were received from the panel, The professional experience cicrey rose of the ine portaweremoGnetacealtan

available from the panel covered major scientific fields and numerous 5 4 ‘The time between sighting aod reportvaried fr

gree a Both of these factors introdace
Au of the original

Fecords and working papers of this study have been carefully the recognized inability of the average Indi

Preserved in an orderly fashion suitable for ready reference. These ‘ < tances, and sizes of objects inthe Ff

spite of these limitations, methods of stat
sufficiently large groups are valid, The


