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watched, the row of lights appeared to be obscured as though a large

paddle-wheel were revolving and blotting them out, beginning with the

rear lights and proceeding forward. Since the object was moving west,

I saw the right hand side of it. The periodic appearance and disappearance

of the lights was perfectly regular. The top green light was constantly

visible. I stood on the pavement and watched the object sail leisurely

to the west until it disappeared behind some trees. The observation

probably lasted from 5 to 10 minutes.”

This report has the desirable features of the UFO being seen by a

number of people (about 15) of which two actually made reports. (Hynek

estimates the number of sightings to be about 10 times the number of reports

turned in). Other desirable aspects of this sighting are that it was

made during daylight; that it was near enough that some details of

its configuration were observable; and, it was visible long enough

to allow the observers to consider “explanations” as they watched it.

The second example is reported by James F. McDonald in T. Bloecher's

book on an intense period of UFO activity in 1947. The report was

made 20 years after the sighting to Prof. McDonald for the reasons

given at the end of the quotation.

Mrs. Olavick was in her kitchen at 2101 East Hawthorne Street,
Tucson, while Mrs. Down was out in the back-year patio. Suddenly

Mrs. Down called her out excitedly, and both proceeded to observe

what had caught Mrs. Down's eye. The time was just after the noon

hour; Tucson's skies were completely cloudless. Somewhat north of

their zenith lay an unusual, isolated, "steamy-fleecy" cloud at an

altitude which Mrs. Olavick found difficult to estimate, though she

recalled that it seemed lower than average for that time of year (thus,

perhaps at or below 10,000 feet, say). No other cloud was to be seen

in the sky. In and out of the cloud moved a number of dull-white

_ disc-like objects that rose and fell in an erratic manner, occasionally


