Rage in 1950s
UFO ‘sightings’ |
just faded away |

By JAMES RUSK
Globe ond Mall Reporter

OTTAWA — “Starting at his
nase where a plane has a propel-
ler, he had a green light. It worked
up and down. o

“Next came two painted a
bright red. Their mn was up
and down like @ human arm. . ..
Next he widened his tail slightly
and out popped three fins,”

In the early morning of Oct. 9,
1951, a First World War veteran
thought he saw three space
ships near Barrie, Ont., and he
wrote the Department of Na-
tional Defence to report his find-
ing.

The 55-year-0ld army veter-
an’s description of one of the
space ships, quoted above, is the
most vivid in the Defence De-
partment’s files on Unidentified
Flying Objects, which are now
declassified in the National
Archives.

The files cover the period
from 1947, when UFO fever
started in North America with a
widely publicized report about a
sighting in Boise, Idaho, to 1964,
when the annual number of
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