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Aztec, New Mexico -- a crash story reexamined ¥oo - S
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By "William E. Jones and Rebecca D. Minshall
Internations UFD Reporter, Sept./Oct. 1891

Minshal

book titled Behind!thelElyings 57
cully reported that a spaceship Hache
New Mexico, and the U.&.fAir Eorce

nts, 16 small humanlike beings
: this remarkable tale was
€ ig A subsegquent o 8
'rue magazine, foundithat Seull
and Silas Newton, veteran &
was part of an-elaborate/ swindile
0 unsuspecting buyersy In:thel i
1880s, as . n to a question they hadilong:sie
ignored because of some suggested that perhaps thetAz
case deserved another look. JP*Llf was a B25-page book,; UFO.Crash at
Aztee, written by William S. Stelnman and Wendelle:C, Stevens andxpubli
privately in 1887. Its title notwithstanding, only a part of the v
deals directly with the event. That section is written by Stein ms
Stevens padding the rest of the book with other tales o crashes and®
conspiracies. According to Steinman, GeBauer and Newton were railei
an pnscrupulous journalist and a sinister government agenecy !
.. to set an example for anybody else who might deecide t
sl and to divert public attention completely
erashed saucers and little bodies." Chapter € of
einman’'s account of what he found when he went
nall? In what follows, the authors take is

0 ¢f ¢t

(

dresse
artbBr.
investi
informant
confidence

U o
n
D

X 0O

o
L o e o
G

D

@)

(o B0

O
=

{
t
(/) B ¢ ¢
bl
e Y 0 ol
Hh A =D
B PO e (
s |
o

oW

or
O
i}
0
Q.
o
ot
D
&

O M =
S

o 2

]
ct et

tHhO ® 5
2 ol () e

—
O
jjo8
-

=)

C
tn i o

ot i
e g

0]

¢




y by ~be

ty of Denver. Aucordlng ta the bool

i léctute by the class instructor, Francis F,
.6 ure was to provide the students with an asser i

could apply the critical thinking methods Broman was &
out around the campus that a lecture on flying saucers: w&ﬁ
given, the interest was so great that a larger lecture ha
In June 1891 we talked with Broman, who essentially verified
had written about the landHnt Newton did, in fact, regquest
the lecture ‘ , he didn't want the governmen&~‘
he was. He gy Cur =d . and as far as is known kept;
Rimself. Finall; i he r ral, lass was entitled Selem@e

Broman T o [ i crashed saucer =
many of tho: attend . Further, Newton failed to live
I i itiqued using/the methods bein

i dispute was settlediout fof
nver Post and resulting pressures £
ry of the event is not pleassd ‘

Steinman write Was © d by a representative of &
Army intelliger ) ber which--right after Eh

The caller repoz ‘ Y know what he and others ‘thought ot
lecture. When we it this on July 1, Broman confirmedit bo
account. The call i ' each n by telephone at his home sconva
the 10 am. ctu B o drop off his .laboratory assist
before he cot ) ) h : 2all. Broman was called back ais
time soon afte > - 2 (o}
thought about the lecture.

story and didn 't think many others

caller.

Testimony from Aztec

On page 256 Steinman discusses "W.M." who was a deputy she

nho supposedly left the Aztec area quickly, settling ir

Ca. ifornla, only to return years later after retirement
; rll 28, 18948, issue of the Durango Herald
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: : euIatlon. '(Other invest

: more likely source was a much-publicized
science-fiction film, The Flying 'Sauders
UFD Symposium Proceedings, William L. Moorekéuggesﬁs
Newton and GeBauer the idea of a saucer crash. GeBauer h
Aztec, according to Moore, and this may have played ‘airol
to set the event there. 4 '

In those days, Mrs. McEwen told us, 'there"wetetiig rodds east @utugv
Canyon over which Large objects could have been' transported uShenss
oads didn 't come in until & later oill-search boom. As  CHCHNETEET N
motel out on U.S. Route 550 at e time, she would have beeniaware; o
or another, ¢ anyone who came into town to assist in ChelretriEs i
eperation, she said. { el
{ gl
ut McEwen through Harvey' Meltons W
~e pages 204-05 and pages 242-4S1)8
scguaintance of theirs,! wash Interes
vigit had become somewhat
She thinks. that he was: toe Wil
tes that Melton '‘and his WifeWiwi
‘site from a "mysterious’ Ray Mei
The Meltons and a man named
l‘l.tc;
stayed w1tk the Meltons overnigt
the next day. 'Their attempts
Ffice box address ‘he gave sthem
tried to reach Meler atiithss
Méler was not llsted 1&

O Y
2
d
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telephone r
Mrs. McEwen told us that she and her husband are interested imn it
saucers and have an open mind on the subject. When told ‘abouts
evidence for the 1847 Roswell crash, she said thatishe eonlec

there was enough evidence. But she is sure that ne saucer-

in 1948; she would have heard about it.

He could not recall the man’'s name, even when told
Meler. Leeper did not go to the site, and! he'l
‘ »V;Vlan Melton went. He recalled. however,
~'»bMeJer, though he did so reluctantly because
withe map . When we asked Leeper what kind of =
& emeanor changed immediately. Until that
fm&aas nterested and bored. He qulokly an
z W then asked 1f Meier was tip
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e 5td M - nd he arents that he had been a science teacher, was s :
1 g $ . ¥ ¥ |
VE S i C Melion doesn’ 't know if he was )
=, # = o £ |
a3 einman. She found him i
-V ey the flying saucer came down on |

(2§ it sauc
he plot of land in guestiocn. That is urifortunate because Meier’'s claim that
= = & -y ; Z t

iF 4g entire Aztec crash story as i
Melzr's interest in Aztec was obvigusly influenced by Frank Scully s book
whileh dealt with the Azitece crash story after its alleged occurrence. In a ,
May 1, 127Z, letter to Pat's parents, the original of which is in our
poziesalon, Meler states, "I'11 be heading for Denver shortly and hope to
; 4 Azlec article on Dr. Gee which I read in [the] Spring of 1950."
™ 2§ g
rn places the crash site northeast of Aztec on Hart Canyon Road, about
= cast ol .5, Ronte 550. He claims to have learned about the site H
Mrs. Melton during his trip to Aztec in 172. He locates the site on ‘
- of A courty survey map that he had obtained from the San Juan County ,
fio: v Office. This map is reproduced on page 245 of UFO Crash at Aztec. ;
T ‘outh of the crash site is property noted as being owned by Harry W.

Yggﬂﬁluud @ =maller parcel owned by the El Paso 0il Company.:Tg the north -of .

Lh zite 1= a larger parcel noted as being owned by H. Knowlthﬂ;dnﬁﬂﬁbwlandr'W,,f

fotvert Choffee. A few other privately awnedmaazeax;-ng%gnq§wgﬁ T e a S
) . . v ' s 3 vmWF i V' o -

g —— e




vy lives in Aztec. Contacte
nf i e of what Steinman wrote about her
id met Meier when he was in Aztec., At first she was

‘ather was, but after talking with him three or four, tim
also confirmed that he came intoc Aztec by bus about 1o
einman says it was in June 1975. So their statements agree.

gLt
i ; Héifoh takes these exceptions to what Steinman wrote: Mei@t was
BENfOuY or five days, not just overnight. According to her, Wright McEwen

u I
pher father accompanied Meier to the site; her mother and Benson Leeper
ERNE 20 along. (A second call to M McEwen did not confirm her husband's
M eI ENLs trip; she thinks her h d went out to the site onlyswhen
BN teannan, came to town.) Pat - a Nissan, nok. a
' Toyota. She doesn’
vehicle had been r
that her parents le
father s health, n
erash story, as impli

o the site or 1f =&
purpose. Melton added
isit becsuse of her
pecial about the

Bill Steinman upset : - "of peol n he wsz tec, Melton said. Some
of the people he intervie s cluding her parent claimed he was an
agegressive interviewer, ;ting words into th ~hs to prove the points

lot of speculative

he wanted them to make. They
| assumptions” based upon ver)
did not take kindly to

Meier told Melton and he a science teacher, was a
vegetarian, and was. in on doesn t know if he was
Eetlred from the_Harln ian. She found him

gloof. " Meier did not revea lying saucer came down on
fhe plot of land in question. > ) Meier s .claimsthat

{ B HE crach site is one of ,16
told by Steinman.

ec crash stery as

Meier ‘5 interest in Aztec was o
which dealt with the Aztec cras
BRI 1075 letter to Pat’'s
possession, Meier states, "I°11 be

sanaethe AzZtec article on Dr. Gee wl

by Frank Scully s book
alleged occurrence. In a

: ing for Denver shortly and hope to
11ch I read in [the] Spring of 1950 "

v The site 7 &

teinman places the crash site northeast of Aztec on Hart Canyon R ' 1t
? ‘hi}ﬁs east of U.S, Route 550. He claims to have learned ggout gﬁi,szggut
rou, LM;G} Melton during his trip to Aztec in 172. He locates the site on
of a county survey map that he had obtained from the San Juan County

s Office. This map is reproduced on page 245 of UFO Crash at Azteoc.
outh of the crash site is property noted as being owned by Harry W.
' cel owned by the El Paso 0il Company. To the
: oted as being owned by H. Knowlton and
,',ﬁggtqugqﬁged,parcels are shown on t

-
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1 “Dunning. He is identified in footnote number 2 to App
4¢ Roswell by Kevin D. Raendle and Donald R. Schmitt and or
teinman’s book on page 34. We discovered these references. on July.
oincidentally, during the July 3 conversation with Pat Melton, she
ferred to a Hi Dunning and said he might know something about the =
. ‘Harold Dunning. 93 years old, does not have a telephone, but his son
aci dpes and was easily loeated through cold calls to the only two Dunnings

Bt he pDhorie book. Jack'  Dunning said that his father knows nothing about
EERENa S crash, though they are both Wal S rumors, having met Steinman

RhPnThe tame to Aztec on his investigatior Jeck olaimed that his father had

Ohned 2" 1ittle over two parce £ lan in Hart Canyon, including the dang

B which the El1 Paso 0il Comy i i i is located. The El Paso

iland 1s adjacent B : by Ste in to be the

erash site, land o wned nning and referkri o by Steinman as
kb the crash sit 3 £ Jack thinks his
.- father sold 3 1 SOome o] i k Ki I t hi Knowlton listed

as part owne parcel Jie t nd north of the crash site on the

map in the St ] : ' " this land took plagce
g sin the early
)
: His fatHer alst and ' in v. 18D ls, from the
b federal govern: in 1 t land. Jack
] eould not remember L

Henry EKnowlton confirmed in a telephone conversation 9 that he is

the person who purc nd in Hart Canyon from Har unning, probably

in the early 1850s ‘ee. He 1is certain

that none of this prc included tl site where th h was said to .

Bave occurred. He is certain of this because he knows the location of .this /
. drea, which he called As far as he kn the bluff parcels were [
{ Never owned privately, though they may have ed for grazing 4
d PlUrposes. He and his friends collected Indian fragments and, arrow d
e BBads from the area, So he is familiar with it. sted further that there &
: B 8r at least was, 2 blackened area on this out 10 feet by. 10 feet S
1‘ 89N siZe where the pottery fragments were most h concentrated., The ;
B e ehsensus among his friends is this 1is where the pottery was baked. ;

" W : , :
Ben asked whether there is a fence on the site, Enowlton said there is an

1d fénced-in area near where the pottery fragments were found. There were a
ser of these fenced-in areas in the desert near Aztec, having been placed
by the federal government. The government was attempting to determine
;pe grasses of the area would grow when protected from grazing

that the E1 Paso 0il Company natural gas pipeline station
ned by Chick Townsend, According to Knowlton, this was a
‘ hased from Dunning, which he, in turn, then sold to
e sale to El Paso by Townsend took place in 1880. o

- . i e PR

ed




p Beitle ont.
2y and Steinman out. I’ either had wanted to do 50, nn
@al dig could have been conducted to locate buried crash- relatsd
f8nd "1t 318 doubtful that the government would have known about 1t
long time. Logioc dictates that the fence was thers for a purpase
€ £han to keep out human tres ers, probably for the reason KanoRlton
e Thie factor removes part of the a of nepiracy about the site
EeSteinman an has attempted ¢ n } book

BineMay 1981 we ordered & map 1i - \ inman from the San

Juan @ounty Assessors 0£F3 t h : vered by
BEhe map is "Townshij ' th of th
erash site is - ' i tl

north is 0i1l
Company
shown sej
listed as
land, s
map in
Assessor
fact, most
and a signi
Prlva*& ¢ o 18
were ori .
parcels _ -
characterized b
such purpose.
We wrote the U.S. Depar _ Management,
Fermington Resource Ares, in ri - i it had any
information on the ownership Or) i ‘ f land alleged to be the
erash site. Accordin; John | ‘ : ST o e o
dated August 22, "The vone other
than the federal ls . apd ERE
"land is currently r grazing i ths BEREE
story.
hetland -ownership history of the crash-sit is somewhat murky. Clearily,
someone needs to urﬂaxtckr a formal title search of the and if he or she
wants tovelear this matter ug (The cost of such a search could not be
pustified for this ‘nucsvigaﬁ on, given the improbability of the crash s
Woecurrence. The lowest guoted price for the title search was $300.) But from
»what is known so far, the elaim that Harold Dunning transferred the land to
.. i soon after the retrieval operation is
If the crash site land ot transferred as Steinman has

inly untrue. d
ed, and this appears to be the case,
story as he presents it.

on>~

f doubt is cast on the




.e%’ﬁhmted QB
rri him it was not, the

: because the cover-up--not of
Lhe rsal one at Roswell--was holding.
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