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The balloon would mppear to be traveling on a reciprocal
and appear to be traveling at a higher rate of spoed than the TBH
pilot had assuned the balloon %o be a largoe object close to the ground,
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In the twrn as sketched by tho pilot (sec overlay), it is
believed that the redius of turn is too great. Ho stated that the alr speed
Xept a% 160 knots and he estinated ho pulled two to threo G's, this would
give a redivs of turn of adout 1,500 ft, instead of the nearly 6,000 ft. radius
shown on the overlay. It will also bo moted that In poaitions 0, 1, 2, and 3
overlay, the bearing of the object is relativoly constent, being of
about 10 o'clock fron the aireraft heading. A balloon geen fron an aircraft
making a 260° left turn around tho balloon would have a conatant bearing at
9 o'clock, bowever, errors in the sketch of the ground tracks could account
for this discrepancy.

After the position of the afrcraft given as point 3 on the overlay, it
is more difficult to show that the object could have boen the balloon.
point 4 (of aircraft) 1s shifted to near point 1 (afrcraft) 4t is possible
that the pilot sterted snother 360° turn around the balloon (see overlay).

Tvo zajor diserepancies in the theory that tho object was a balloon are
that the pllot was very mue + at one tine during the attempt to intercept
o balloon he was narth or northwest of the sdrfieid and could still sce the
object. In addition, shortly before the object disappoared, the line of
Bight of the object togan to swing toward the mose of tho aircraft, If this

n, the pilot should have be
come close enough to the object to identify it as o bﬂloa.:. shhie

T et o Doted that the pilot adxits that the sketeh could be in
e ? oy eeiterogation, 1t was brought out by the Operation's
PR .."g:’- 4B, vho conducted the original interrogation, that tho
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Tho timo to turn, with a
turn was not a perfect oirele
to possibly 45 seconls.
the clapsod time to be
cropancy, bowever, as it
judge and the pilot did no

The description of the objoct ¢
Sbsorvations have shown that a

A T-11 was the only aircraft in the
The poasidility of the pllot'a first se
chocked but the T-11 was on an eatirely
objoct, and was out of the irmediate area,

I, CONGLUSIONS

From the data ob t
cluded that the object sighted by the
reloased by the Mitchol AFB Weather
the reported object does correlate with that of the
thore is a possibility that the object observed was i




