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the turn as sketched by the pilot (see overlay), it is

tentered that the radius of turn is too great. He stated that the air speed
at 16 knots and he estinated ho pulled tvo to three G's, this vould

us of turn of about 1,500 ft, instead of the nearly 6,000 ft. radius

‘shown on the overlay. It vill also be noted that in positions0, 1, 2, and 3

the overlay, the bearing of the object is relatively constent, being of
20 otelock fron the aircraft heading. A balloon seen from an aircraft
‘& 260° left turn around the balloon vould have a constant bearing at

lclock, however, errors in the sketch of the ground tracks could account

for this discrepancy.

% : i

p
o

After the position of the aircraft given as point 3 on the overlay, 4%
is more difficult to show that the object could have been the balloon. If
point 4 (of aircraft) is shifted to near point 1 (aircraft) it is possible
‘hat the pilot started another 340° turn around the balloon (see overlay).

Mo tajor eiscrepancies in the theory that the object was a balloon are
that the pilot vas very sure that at one tine during the attempt to intercept
the balloon he wes north or northwest of the airfield and could still see the
object. In addition, shortly before the object disappoared, the line ofSight of the object bogan to sving tovard the nose of the aircraft, If thisvere true and the object was a balloon, the pilot should have been able toCome close enough to the object to identify it as a balloon.

It should be noted that the pilot aduits that the sketch could be inerror. During the reinterrog 4 vas brought out by & ation’Officer at Mitchel AFB, vho ted the a Piet,firat sketch the pilot érev wes abe 
“rad
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