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- 3, The radar screen has picked up birds and in one casc a
flock of ducks, Flight interceptions proved these phenomeni.

An explanation of known types of visual sightings are as
follows:

1, Present-day jJet aireraft, flying at great speeds and
altitudes, are often mistaken for unknown objects by the untraln
gbserver, Sunlight reflections from the polished surfaces of alnr-
craft can be scen plainly even when the airoraft itself 1o too dla-
tant to be visidble, The exhaust of jet aireraft emits a trail and
often this 13 seen rather than the alrcrart itself.

2. Weather balloons account for a gubstantial number of aight-
ings. Thesc balloons sent to altitudes of 40,000 feet and higher,
are launched from virtually every airfield in the country. ey are
made of rubber or polyethylens, swell as they gain altitude, h
very good reflective quallities, carry small lights when laun
aftor dark, and can be scen at very high altitudes,
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3. In addition to the ordinary weather balle 30

ton ¢ ther balloon, huge 90-foo
balloons, which sometimes drift Crom coast to cm-.s:,'amb:.‘aij; rgx-b
upper alr rescarch Those balleons also have a highly reflective
surface and arce visible at extremo altitudes. g

s 1-1..::. f'.:c\:uen:l;‘. unusually cors and planets will cause
‘“- --.:y‘v.*i'(’:} ..i, sometimes ively exgerlenced cobservers,
certain times of the year, » r instance, 13 low on the

hordzon and will appear to chi ¢ol ve e a1y e

h 111 appe to change color and move ically due t
hazy atmospheric conditions. ince the sta ¢ ‘;?‘d oae
of thelr charactoristics known, MmAnY cases i
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are of a weird and
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In the analysis and investigation of the radar
sightings deacribed, there are some yardsti
catablished from experience and trends to
determine the source of UFO'a, Some of the
and are subject to chal as new solentifi
15 received, It should be remembered that
great distance appears to be round. Nearly
are deascrived as round and would tend to indd
objeots are at a greater distance from t

estimated, 5

Another misconception centers about
flying objects, At best the majority of
non-conclusive as evidence to thia pro?‘q-
used. Also, it might be mentioned that b
be 30 easily faked, either by using & <
legitimate background, or b retouching the negal
less as evidence. Innumerable objects, from
have been photographed while sailing through tl
p?;jt.oa have been publiphed without revealing
objects. ; 3

More attention 1s given to moving “g.:e'
ing objects since they are more difficul

a very few movie-type films have been recel
they reveal only pinpoints of 1light moving across
Force has been unable to identify the source of
the images are too small to analyze properly, S
these £ilms remains with the persons taking

now in & position to give them out, i

The difficulty of evaluating reports of all
Jargely upon the lack of basic data surrounding
drop in sightings during 1953 to
and the completeness of reports being recels
report should include such basic data as size
speed, altitude, direction, and the maneuver
Without such information, it 13 almost impo:
1dentity of the object sighted. In additd
a direct correlation between the number o
publicity given to "saucers” by the nation!

The Alr Force took a further step in
videon cameras for the purpose of pho
sameras were distributed to
:amera has two lenses, one © $
the other has a aiffraction grating which
component parts, This alds in deteraining
Ject photographed. number of photo
from this camera; however, 8pots
indfcated in the photos to date. A8 1
these observers, it is belleved that a
be lifted from the program.

The Alr Force would like to s
cceived which would tend to indicate ©
pserved by machines from outer space or

object or particle of an unknown subs




