
Passion for secrecy denies

public’s right to the truth
By Paul Hellyer

Cltizen spectal correspondent

What ‘is going on here?

A rqutine, innocuous letter from

RCMP intelligence chief Mike Dare to

Col. Robin Bourne, ‘chairman’ ‘of the
government's security ‘advisory commit-

has caused a storm worthy of a

state document.

The letter, marked “confidential” —

lowest level of classification,

is often treated quite ca-

merely reported* that the

was to be ‘subject to new

u
e
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Glin, ~ 19. The

guidelines for investigating the Parti

Quebecois. There would be no routine
checks except, of course, where some-

thing like terrorist activity or collabo-

ration, with a “foreign power was in-

volved.
It went on to say that consequently

the RCMP could no longer be expect-

ed to provide the kind of (routine)

information called for by the interde-

partmental committee on security and

intelligence (ICSI) guidelines. Obvious-

ly the latter had to be altered to

conform with cabinet policy.
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There doesn’t seem to‘ be

a:reid that pen: should apply
only terrorists jbyersives,

er than all seperstigg = is consistent
with the ~principles gogoverning civil

Canada from within.”

I disagree with that interpretation. If

anything, I suspect that the opposite
would be the PM’s plan. i

In Cite Libre, his intellectual -

zine of the late 19508 and ly

two points .very clearly. He is ‘a
gaychiste (leftist) and’ anti-teparatist
(federalist). And there is. go.

from the man himself, that his views
have altered much on either point. {
He was quite in character a few

days ago when he told a group pf
visiting businessmen that “separatism is

dead in Quebec.” .

While ’ any Quebec-watcher might
question the basis of his judgment +-
especially if compared with his
economic pronouncement that “We
have inflation licked” — there is lit
doubt that he wishes it were 80.

only is separatism a threat to

investment, which he doesn’t want

completely cut off, but to the continu,

ation of Canada itself and the PM's

own power base in the event

pequistes do well at’ the next provin-
cial election. i }


