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information produced by NSA includes

political, economic, scientific and

military data which is of immeasurable

value to the President, the Secretary of

Defense, the Secretary of State and othe:

policymakers. Obviously, if a COMINT

source used by the Agency becomes

unavailable, policymakers must operate

without the information that source pro-

duced. Sometimes it is impossible to

establish a new and equivalent intercept

and the source is lost permanently.

Those losses are not only extremely harm:

ful to the national security but also

impose a heavy burden on the limited

Fesources of NSA which must attempt to

recover the old source or establish an

equivalent source of information.

15. Even after targeting only a sma:

Proportion of all available electro-

Magnetic communications for interception

the number of messages intercepted is

extremely large. NSA thu:

a considerable task in selectin

messages that will be reviewed f

possible intelligence interest._

manner in which NSA does thi

and the degree of reliabilityan

its methods enjoy are subjects

virtually no authoritative|

and thus take steps to defeat,

capabilities of NSA's i

gathering techniques.
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