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AFFIDAVIT OF EARL L. ZIMMERMAN

(1) My name is Earl L. Zimmerman

(2) My address is: XXXXXXXXXX

(3) I am employed as: .(X)I am retired

(4) During World War II, I served in the Army Air Force as an aircraft radio

operator. After the war ended, I left the service, but reenlisted a short tim:

later, reporting to Roswell Army Air field (RAAF), New Mexico, in or about Mar

1947. There I served in the base radio shack as a high-speed code transmissio

radio operator. In early 1949, I was transferred to the Office of Special

Investigations and assigned to District 17 headquarters at Kirtland Air Force

Base in Albuquerque.

(5) While stationed at RAAF, I moonlighted as a bartender in the base officer

club. during the summer of 1947, I heard many rumors about flying saucers in

the club and around the base, including something about investigating the

discovery of one under the guise of a plane crash investigation. At about thi

time, I saw Eighth Air Force commander General Roger Ramey in the O club more

than once. On a couple of these occasions, he had Charles Lindbergh with him

and I heard they were on the base because of the flying saucer business. Ther

was no publicity about Lindbergh's visits, and I was very surprised to see him

in the club. I think he came to Roswell with Ramey, and I seem to recall that

on one of these occasions Ramey had flown in from Puerto Rico.

(6) At about the same time, I learned that an officer not stationed at the

base, a big man whom I saw in the club a number of times, was a Counter

Intelligence Corps (CIC) agent. I do not recall how I learned the man was wit.

CIC, but on one occasion when this officer was in the club, .I called him to th

attention of Colonel William H. Blanchard, the base commander. Blanchard was

unaware that this CIC agent was on his base, so he went over and introduced

himself. Later, Blanchard told me there was no problem.

(7) In early 1949, after being transferred to OSI in Albuquerque, I worked wi

Dr. Lincoln LaPaz of the University of New Mexico on an extended project at th:

university's research station on top of Sandia Peak. We were told the Air For

was concerned about "something" being in the night sky over Los Alamos, and we

took 15-minute exposures of the sky with a four by five Speed Graphic camera.

We worked in three-man, one-week shifts, and Dr. LaPaz was in charge.

(8) During this project, which lasted for several months, I got to know Dr.
LaPaz very well. When I mentioned to him I had been stationed in Roswell duri:

1947, he told me he had been involved in the investigation of the thing found
the Roswell area that summer. He did not discuss the case in any detail, but:
did say he went out with two agents and inteviewed sheepherders, ranchers, and
others. They told these witnesses they were investigating an aircraft

accident. I seem to recall LaPaz also saying they found an area where the
surface earth had been turned a light blue and wondering if lightning could
cause such an effect.

(10) I have not been paid or given anything of value to make this statement,

and it is the truth to the best of my recollection.

Signed: Earl L. Zimmerman

Nov. 2, 1993

Signature witnessed by:

Beverly J. Maggard, 11-2-93

http://roswellproof.homestead.com/Zimmerman~ns4.html 5/13/02
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LOGAN, UTAH JOLTED BY VIOLENT EXPLOSION AND GAPING CRATER
FOLLOWING MYSTERIOUS "STREAK OF LIGHT" IN SKY: First guess --a
meteorite, but as the evidence was assembled by foremost authorities, the
theory dissipated. Here's the story, thanks to the help of Mrs. John German
of Woodscross, Utah who probed the Salt Lake Tribune files for the early facts
-- before SILENCE! -

On May 7, 1°54 the Tribune reported: "A 'conventional meteorite fall' did not
produce the crater found west of here Sunday, and probing operations at the
scene have been discontinued, geologists said. In a 73-word statement, 3 sci-
entists gave reasons why they ended their investigation, but it contained no
opinion on who or what made the hole, or how it was made.

‘The statement, signed by J.Stewart Williams, professor of geology, UtahState
Agricultural College, Lincoln La Paz, director, ‘Institute of Meteoritics, Uni-
versity of New Mexico and Clyde T.Hardy, USAC geology professor read: °°

'In the region extending from Clarkston south to Paradise, exhaustive interro-
gation of numerous persons who saw or heard the explosive phenomenon at
midnight on May 1 has been carried out. The testimony thus obtained and material
evidence recovered as a result of subsurface investigations at the site of the
explosion west of Logan have disclosed that the crater was not produced by a
conventional meteorite fall. For these reasons, operations have been discontinued! "'

And from the Tribune, May 5: "Dr. Lincoln La Paz spent his first full day
here, working with Dr. J.Stewart Williams and Dr. Clyde T.Hardy. On his
arrival here Monday night, Dr. La Paz said the hole must have been made by
a 'whopper' if it contains a meteorite. They decided to place a frame around

the crater and cover it with wire mesh. Workers will stand on movable planks

and probe with a pipe. In this way they will know they have probed every place
possible under the mesh. . —_ OO

"My recommendation is that we excavate until we find what made the hole,'
said Dr. La Paz, who is credited with recovering the world's largest aerolite,

weighing more than one ton."' | . 7 _

The incident occurred on May 1 bringing ''500 phone calls" to the Logan City ~
Police Dept. . Residents reported their houses '!shaken''and TV viewers said

their reception was disturbed. A check made later with Hill Air Force Base
and Salt Lake City indicated no planes in the area for several hours. A war

veteran described the 16 ft. wide and 6 ft. deep hole as looking like a "bomb

crater.'' Sod was. found scattered in all directions for more than 100 yards.

On Aug. 31,'54, I wrote Dr. Clyde T.Hardy, geologist who worked on the pro-_
ject, asking if any substantial evidence as to its (the explosion's) source had ,

been uncovered. Following is Dr. Hardy's reply of Sept. 11,1954: | ——
Y sanity

‘ 4

"Reference is made to your letter of Aug.31 re. the explosion and crater west
of Logan. Although a fireballwas reported by several people previous'to the”
ground explosion, I am personally convinced that they were confused! “One es-

pecially competent observer describesa ground flash only and he was favorably

situated to see all aspects of the occurrence," | | ly -_ 1 ra — ee - .

(Signed) Clyde T.’ Hardy”
Assoc. Prof., Dept. Geology
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(Ref. File: Case 20)
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Vol. IINo. 20. ==> Civilian Research, Interplanetary Flying Objects

Copyright 1955, Len H. Stringfield

GREEN FIREBALLS STRIKE--TARGET NEW MEXICO! ALARMED AIR FORCE
TAKES ACTION: (Case 71, New Mexico, April 6, 1955) Three--possibly four--

fireballs smashed into New Mexico in a rough line across the,southern end of,the

state. In the Tularosa Basin of south-central N.. M.. several observers reported

sightings. Sgt. .Camilla Saenz of Holloman AFB stationed on Sacramento Peak

near .Cloudcroft said he saw at 9:55 a.m. a yellow fireball with a red tail travel-

ing east to west. At. the same time, a plane from Biggs AFB in El Paso report-. .

ed sighting anobject strike near Weed, New Mexico. Air Force planes, flying as

low as 250 ft, combed the Weed area for two hours without finding any trace. Ob-.

servers in Lordsburg 30 miles Northeast described a brilliant white object which,.

struck earth and kicked up dust against the background of the Burro Mountains. AD
green fireball seen in Roswell and Albuquerque was believed to be the same one

which fell in south-central New Mexico, according to Dr. aimee det La Paz, Direc-::

tor of Un. of N.'’M. Institute of Meteoritics. ;

DR. LINCOLN LA PAZ DENIES METEORITIC EXPLANATION: La Paz said heavy

radio shortwave and. TV disturbances were reported over the state at about the

time the fireballs were seen and he understood Air Force bases around the state

were concerned about the interference (see Case 26). He said the radio wave dis-

turbances'could not be attributed to sun spots. La Paz expressed the opinion that .

the sightings were ''not of normal meteorites". He said the fact that no a

were found, the absence of noise as the objects fell and the different colors led_

him to the belief. In summation, La Paz said that it was "incredible" for more:

than one meteorite to fall in one day. ''I don't know what they are", “he said, "but
they are ofthe same family". ''Also and very important", La Paz said,"whena-

meteor hits ‘the upper atmosphere and shatters, it may spread fragments from one

or 10 to 15 miles. Here, however, we have sightings from about 250 miles across

the state''. On another point, where observers reported seeing a green fireball |

with a reddish tail while sighters in Albuquerque saw the tailas green,-La Paz- 7

said, "I believe those in Roswell were closer and had a type of over-exposure fa!
fect from the green ball and saw the complementary color in the tail.'"" He explain-' i
ed, people who are exposed to a bright green light will see objects in an orangecol- °

or for a few seconds afterward. ''The important thing, '! ‘said La Paz, "is. that ‘the’
fireball was a brilliant Kelly green as opposed to 'the blue or blue-green color seen’
in ordinary falls.'' La’Paz quoted Quincy ‘Adams, Albuquerque attorney,” who saw’ |’

-—it-from-his-éighth floor éffice window. Adams ‘said it'wasso. bright it looked like an»
explosion a half-mile away. ''And it was 200 miles. away,'' said La Paz.’ "That's 7).

_ how bright it was.""(Cred: Fred‘Talbot, ‘Hobbs, N. M.& Richard Belden »Jamaica,N-Y. )
‘bE oey dp ebgnyy Cie pol

_In Lordsburg, Lt. “Paul Mallott “i Cc. A.P. said the ererrerswhite, éxploaionwas .
witnessed by. two men who described the object as‘dropping. from: the sky"at "tre!
-mendous speed'!, and, with the Burro Mts. asa ‘backdrop, — saw it. explode‘in'al ihe
flash. - In another second. they said dirt was thrown in the:air. » Mallott later. flew -
over the area but a dust storm prevented him from seeing‘anything.
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' THE HOBBS INCIDENT: Somewhere in a pasture about. six miles’ west of.-Hobbs lies >
the evidence! Bill Watson saw’an object like a fireball fall not more than‘a‘quarter of :!
a mile southof the Hobbs-Carlsbad Highway.’ The'Hobbsanfall occurredabout 10:15: :
a.m. and Watson described it as a dark colored'ball about'the size of a basket ball

' with a blue tail.’Said Watson,’ "It came from the‘southeast ‘at a low~ angle.!!.'and not» !:
moving too fast.’ I saw it hit and it kicked up dust.'': Watson ‘and two newsmen made’ =i
an unsuccessful hunt aOR the object the next morning. a le -Talbot): °°. +
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GREEN FIREBALL VISITS OAKLAND: (Case 72, Oakland, Cal., Apr. 7,55) Hard on
e heels of the New Mexican incidents, came the sightings over Oakland and Eureka.

The green object was of such brilliance that an airplane pilot thought at first it was a

flare from another plane, reported the Oakland International Airport control tower. The

fireball disappeared, descending into the WNW horizon. (Cred: Violet Gray of San Mateo

HOT COALS AND THE CURIOUS HOLE FROM NOWHERE: On April 3, about 6 p.m.
three or four hot "coals" exuding white smoke, scooted from no particular point of origin

across the highway leading from Sharonville to Cincinnati. Joseph Hauck, one of four wit

nesses who observed the phenomenon through the windows of an automobile, said the sma|
pebble-like objects "trailed white smoke as they scurried across the road in front of our
car.'' He said that the point from which they came offered no clues as to their source.

There were no buildings flanking the highway, no people were in the area and there was

no fire of any kind nearby. p eetery toe

Equally mysterious is the incident in Carthage, South Dakota. The mystery began when
farmer Ernest Hall and his wife heard a commotion among the chickens. Hall went out-

side to find the chickens ''running around like crazy'' with no apparent reason. The next

day a neighbor asked Hall what he was digging the hole for. Hall was nonplussed. ''What

hole?'' he asked. The neighbor led him to the spot between the barn and house and show-

ed him a hole about 18 to 19 inches in diameter. Measurement showed it was about 18 feet

deep. Hall had no idea where the hole came from, so he called the sheriff who in turn
called the Air Force. On Sunday, April 10, two Air Force sergeants arrived from Minn-

eapolis to investigate but no one could find a solution to the mystery.(Cred: Gs Popowitch)

EDITOR: Perhaps the ''coals'andti.e hole may have some connection with the fireball

bombardment in New Mexico inasmuch as there is an affinity in the dates. Also on April
6 at 8:20 p.m. the writer witnessed a bright green object pass swiftly, silently and hor-

izontally over eastern Cincinnati, traveling ina northeasterly direction. The object hac
no tail, it was not fiery nor was it bigger than a pinhead. Explanation: meteor! But, the
date caused some speculation.

FIERY RED BALL WITH RED TAIL ELUDES R.A.F.: (Case 73, England and Wales,

March 24,55) A squadron of Meteor jets, flying full speed, chased a fiery red object

with a red tail across England and Wales... The Daily Mail said the blazing object, like

a gigantic meteorite, zigzagged from one end of the country to the other. Hundreds of
telephone calls warned police and fire stations of the onrushing object, and there w

ere

several reports of aircraft crashing, but no evidence was found. The Daily Mail quotes
an Air Ministry.spokesman as saying:''A formation flight of Meteors from theR.A. F,
stationat West Malling, Kent, were flying over Manchester toward'Birminghamjust |

after 7 p.m. when they saw an object. It looked likea ball of fire descending rapidly |
from above them. They were flying at 20, 000 ft. and gave chase,, but the object made.
the 500 mile trip from Land's End to Glasgow in about 45 minutes.''(Cred: G.L.Menefy,N.Z.

LOW-FLYING FIREBALL SCARES AUSTRALIANS:(Casé 74, Melbourne, Aust., Dec; 20,
54) Following are eyewitness accounts of a fiery object whose eccentric behavior ‘evinces

intelligent control. First Witness: T. B.Hehir, Security Officer at the Maribyrnong Explo- |
sives Factory. "At 2:45 a.m. I was opening a door in security building when I'was sud-
denly bathed in light. I spun around...the whole ground was lit up. Then I saw what look-
ed like a fire below the clouds.: It appeared to have sparks flying from it and it whizzed
by me in a matter of seconds. (As it went it left a.trail behind.;-The object,;made a, siz-
zling noise ....and was traveling at great speed after it came, below. the. clouds..,I feared
an explosion but it made only a swoosh as it flew ‘by."' Second: Mr. L. Foster, also secur-

ity man at Maribyrnong. "I had just begun my. patrol when suddenly the sky lit up. The

night was black and clouded. This thing which looked like a ball.of fire, appearedout of
the western sky and behind it was a channel of light. All of a:sudden jit shot across the sky

and I had an excellent view of it. I have never seen anything like it before and I have seen
many meteors. This object was too low to be a natural phenomenon. I would estimate its

speed as twice that of a jet plane. It held me spellbound. "
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observers at another location at the same lime, a
triangulation was possible, and La Paz determined

that it had taken a short seven-to-cight-mile west-to-
east path—straight toward Los Alamos.

At Los Alamos interest in the fireballs inspired the

creation of an informal group called the Los Alamos

Astrophysical Association, whose members, all scien-

tists and engineers with security clearances, were

permitted to examine some classified reports in Pro-

ject Sign files. They agreed with La Paz that the

fireballs could not be meteors; perhaps, they suggest-

ed, they were missiles somebody was firing into the

earth’s atmosphere.

On December 29 a statement from the Fourth Army

summed up the aerial-phenomena situation in the

Southwest. Between December 5 and 28, it noted,

there had been 23 reports of “flares or moving

lights.”” All but two were in New Mexico, and nearly

all of these were “‘in the vicinity of an area bounded in

the east by the city of Las Vegas and in the north by

Los Alamos.... All [of the lights] have been of an

intense white or greenish white. The trajectory or

path of flight has been north to east, north to west or

west to east. Altitude has been reported from 3000 to

20,000 feet above the terrain.... Speed has been unde-

termined except that it seems to be above the super-

sonic range.”

Deepening mystery. At 5:54 pm. on January 30, 1949,

many hundreds of people saw a “green meteor”

come out of the northwest and vanish southwest of

Roswell, New Mexico. Kirtland AFB immediately

notified Washington, which passed on word to Wright-

Patterson. Kirdand announced it was launching an

immediate investigation, adding that “local command-

ers [are] perturbed by implications of phenomena”

(Gross, 1982b). La Paz was called in to organize

search teams and to instruct them in witness-inter-

view techniques and the use of surveying instru-

ments. La Paz hoped to be able to pinpoint the

fireball’s impact point.

After speaking with dozens of witnesses, La Paz man-

aged a rough triangulation, and search teams set out

to recover fragments. Eventually they ended up in the

Lamesa, Texas, area. After a few days’ fruitless hunt,

the searchers gave up. La Paz was baffled; in the past

184

he had recovered meteorites with considerably fewer

resources than he now had at hand.

La Paz’s plotting of the object’s trajectory indicated a

143 mile-long path from Amarillo to Lamesa, along

a north-south track. The fireball had traveled nearly

horizontally, starting at 60,000 feet and ending at

around 40,000. Its speed was estimated to be some-

where between 25,000 and 50,000 mph. At that alti-

tude and speed witnesses should have heard an ear-

shattering sonic boom, but the fireball’s passage took

place in total silence. La Paz subsequently told AFOSI

agent Paul Ryan that the objects were surely artificial.

Perhaps, he suggested, they were radio-controlled

missiles being directed by enemy agents in the

Southwest.

On February 8 UCLA geophysicist Joseph Kaplan, at

the University of New Mexico to lecture on the upper

atmosphere, met with La Paz, an old friend, and La

Paz filled him in on the green-fireball situation.

Kaplan, a member of the Air Force Scientific Adviso-

ry Board (AFSAB), found La Paz’s report unsettling,

and he discussed the matter further with Neef and

Maj. William Godsoe, Fourth Army Intelligence liai-

son officer at the Sandia Base. He said he would alert

AFSAB chairman Theodore von Karman and urge an

investigation in the name of national defense.

Eight days later a “Conference on Aerial Phenome-

na” was held at the Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory,

with military representatives and scientists (including

La Paz and UCLA professors Norris E. Bradbury and

Edward Teller) in attendance. (There were, however,

no representatives of the Air Force’s UFO project,

despite a pledge to the contrary. Project Sign, whose

personnel had been largely sympathetic to the extra-

terrestrial hypothesis of UFO origin, was being reor-

ganized. On February 11, just five days prior to the

conference, Sign became Project Grudge, which as

its name implied was decidedly unsympathetic to the

UFO phenomenon.) La Paz told conference partici-

pants that Kaplan had assured him there was no

“classified training exercise” of which fireball-like

devices were a part. Whereas most meteors are blue-

green, the fireballs were being described as pale

green or yellow green.

Moreover, he said, “I defy you to find anywhere

among meteorites examples of conventional meteor-

S
a
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The Emergence of a Phenomenon Green Fireballs and Other Southwestern Lights

ites that move over long horizontal paths reserving
nearly constant angular velocities and therefore, on
the average, constant linear velocities, at elevations of
the order of eight to 10 miles... [T]he fireball which I
personally witnessed on the night of December 12,
1948, was not, in my Opinion, a conventional meteor
fall” (Moore, 1983).

Agreeing that the phenomenon was real, the scien-

lists urged that a network of instrument stations be
put in place so that the fireballs could be photo-

graphed and analyzed with instruments at the mo-

ment of their appearance. Teller remarked that his

calculations of the expected noise level of any materi-

al object with the green fireball’s features indicated
nota solid but an electro-optic phenomenon.

Afterwards the AFOSI district office at Kirtland sent

a priority Secret message to its headquarters and to

Air Materiel Command (AMC) at Wright-Patterson

pleading for assistance and advice. In its reply head-

quarters asked the Kirtland office what were the

“instructions and/or equipment furnished you by

Air Materiel Command regarding aerial phenome-

na.” None, Kirtland responded, then went on to

complain that AMC, which oversaw Sign and Grudge,

had broken its promise to attend the Los Alamos

meeting. Apparently AMC was indifferent both to

the reports and to AFOSI’s considerable investigative

effort.

The same day, April 23, Capt. Roger Groseclose and

Lt. Howard Smith were sent from AMC to Kirtland to

mollify the unhappy personnel at AFOSI, Kirtland.

The following day they had an unpleasant exchange

with Capt. Neef, La Paz, Agent Jack Boling, and the

Fourth Army’s Maj. Godsoe (who had attended the

February 16 meeting) in the AFOSI office. Godsoe

said that it didn’t seem worth AFOSI’s time to con-

duct investigations for AMC, which seemed singular-

ly ungrateful for the favor. The AMC officers retort-

ed that the fireballs were no concern of an Army

officer’s anyway. Neef in turn wondered if they were

any concern of AMC’s. After all, green fireballs were

different from flying discs. Groseclose and Smith said

they were concerned with all types of anomalous

aerial phenomena. By this time thoroughly disgust-

ed, Godsoe left the room.

Groseclose and Smith turned on La Paz with a new

185

list of complaints. Why had he sent AMC his raw data

rather than finished analyses? That way other techni-

cal personnel could review his work to ensure that he

had come to the appropriate conclusions. La Paz

pointed out that he had been working as a volunteer

on leave from his universityjob, to which he now had

to return. Any further request for his services would

have to come with a contract.

Before the meeting broke up, the participants were

able to agree with the now-absent Godsoe’s recom-

mendation that AMC set up a network of observation

posts with cameras, surveyor’s transits, and trained

personnel. In addition, there should be a concerted

air and ground search for fragments. Finally, Neef

emphasized to Groseclose and Smith that personnel

charged with protection of the Atomic Energy Com-

mission bases were ‘“‘becoming alarmed as to the

possible threat to their security.”

On the nineteenth, four days before the confronta-

tion at its office, AFOSI at Kirtland senta list ofall the

fireball reports it had investigated (39 in all), from

December 5 to April 12, to Air Force headquarters.

The cover letter noted, “The common characteristics

of most of the incidents are: a. Green color, some-

times described as greenish-white, bright green,

yellow-green, or blue green. b. Horizontal path,

sometimes with minor variations. c. Speed less than

that ofa meteor, but more than any other known type

of aircraft. d. No sound associated with observation.

e. No persistent trail or dust cloud. f. Period of

visibility from one to five seconds” (ibid.).

But green fireballs were not the only sorts of atmos-

pheric anomalies appearing in Southwestern skies.

At 10:30 on the morning of the twenty-fourth, at the

White Sands Proving Ground, military personnel

were tracking a balloon when a fast-moving disc-

shaped object showed up and was tracked through a

theodolite. At 6:30 am. the next day, according to a

young man who reported the event in a letter to La

Paz, silvery-white, ball-shaped objects “sort of like

Christmas tree ornaments” flew over Springer Lake,

New Mexico, moving at a rapid rate of speed. They

reappeared repeatedly over the next hour, making a

sound like a “high-pitched whistle,” but were never

visible for more than a few seconds at a time. This

report was reminiscent of ones being made in Texas
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(see below). At 5:45 pm. on the twenty-eighth an

object with a sausage shape, “with no fins, wings, or
protuberances” and the “size of a city block,” was

seen over Tucson by many observers (Gross, op. cit.).

Little lights. A new type of UFO phenomenon began

manifesting in central Texas on March 6, when Army

security patrols near Killeen Base, a highly sensitive

nuclear-weapons storage site inside Camp Hood,

spotted strange bursts or streaks of light in the eve-

ning sky.

The first sighting took place outside the base perime-

ter at 8:30 when Pvts. Martin Fensterman and Frank

Luisi spotted a flash of pale blue-white light in the

northeast. Twenty-five minutes later and a quarter-

mile away, Pvt. Harold Moore saw a white light with

an orange trail flash across the western horizon. And

at 9 p.m. from inside the base boundary, Sgt. Hubert

Vickery and Pfc. John Ransom noticed a pale blue-

white light streaking across the western sky low over

the horizon. Between 1:15 and 2 am. four more

reports of a brilliant burst oflight like a “flash bulb”

came in from patrols around Killeen Base.

Almost exactly 24 hours later, on March 8, two infan-

trymen half a mile apart sighted apparently separate

streaking bright lights—one white, the other yellow-

ish-red. In the latter case the UFO covered 60

degrees of sky, appearing and disappearing at about

the same angle above the horizon. Cpl. Luke Sims was

able to run 10 paces to a field telephone before it

vanished.

All of the observers insisted that what they had seen

were not meteors. They were more like flares, they

said, but they could not find anyone who might have

been shooting them off. Nonetheless Capt. Horace

McCulloch, Assistant G-2 of the Second Armored

Division at Camp Hood, was certain they must be

flares. It was just “nervous tension or lack of experi-

ence on the part of the observers” that made the

witnesses think the phenomena were extraordinary.

He decided to gather the witnesses at their respective

sighting locations and test-fire various kinds of flares.

The test was set for the evening of the seventeenth.

But when Capt. McCulloch and his party were driving

between Camp Hood and the Killeen Base area to

prepare the proposed display, they saw the phenome-
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non themselves. McCulloch knew it was no flare, and

so he placed the entire base on alert.

There were seven sightings in all that night. Each time

multiple observers in different locations were able to

effect precise triangulations.

On March 31 at 11:50 p.m. Lt. Frederick Davis, who

was on patrol east of Killeen Base, sighted a reddish-

white ball of fire passing horizontally over the base

airstrip. After 10 to 15 seconds it disappeared with-

out descending. As Davis was reporting the incident,

he noted interference on the telephone line.

In mid-April, amid growing alarm among Fourth

Army Intelligence personnel in San Antonio, investi-

gators remarked on how the lights had done a “good

job of bracketing the ‘Q’ Area”’ (““Q” refers to nuclear

materials).Just a few days earlier, they pointed out,

gossip columnist Walter Winchell had broadcast the

story that the Russians were launching the flying

discs. On the fourteenth Col. Reid Lumsden, Com-

mander of the AFOSI district office at Kelly Air Force

Base, San Antonio, handed the Army reports to Col.

William Carpenter, the Deputy Director of Special

Investigations, at the Pentagon. Carpenter promised

to pursue inquiries from his own end.

Green fireballs continued. In New Mexico the green-

fireball sightings continued, at the rate of half a

dozen or so a month. Meanwhile AMC and its new

Project Grudge responded only perfunctorily to the

reports they were receiving from the Fourth Army

and the Seventeenth District AFOSI office; they did

little more than supply copies ofa report form.

Observing this exhibition of apathy, Col. Doyle Rees,
17th District AFOSI Commander, wired headquar-
ters on April 25 to ask if he could send two of his men

to AMC to find out if Grudge planned to do anything.

But as it turned out, not only AFOSI was monitoring

Grudge’s inactivity but Air Force Intelligence was

doing so as well. Before Rees had a response from

AMG, Dr. Kaplan arrived in Albuquerque, having

been directed to go there by no less than AFOIN

Director Maj. Gen. Charles Cabell and Air Force
Scientific Advisory Board chairman Theodore von

Karman, who wanted Kaplan to examine the Possi-
bility of setting up a full-scale field investigation.

They emphasized that Grudge was not to be in-
formed of it.
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On the morning of the twenty-seventh Rees, Kaplan,
and La Paz briefed personnel with the Armed Forces

Special Weapons Project at Sandia Base. La Paz
outlined plans for a network of visual, photographic,

spectrographic, and radar observation covering the

Los Alamos, Sandia (Albuquerque), and Holloman

Air Force Base/ White Sands Proving Ground areas,

with extensive field searches and aerial reconnais-

sance to locate fragments. Scientist W. D. Crozier,

late of White Sands, now of the New Mexico School

of Mines, offered to handle air sampling intended to

detect any dust residue from the fireballs’ passage.

Rees urged that the Camp Hood/Killeen Base area

also fall under scrutiny. Kaplan said he would recom-

mend La Paz to direct the probe, with the full coop-

eration of all other agencies.

Little lights again. On the nights of April 16 and 18,

after two weeks of inactivity, the mysterious “flares”

were observed once more at Killeen. The most spec-

tacular incidents, however, would occur on the twen-

ty-seventh, beginning with a bizarre encounter at

9:20 pm. when two members at a patrol station south-

east of Killeen were startled to see a blinking violet

light no more than an inch and a half in diameter; it

was only 10 or 12 feet from them and six or seven feet

above the ground. The observation lasted a minute,

during which the tiny object passed through the

branches of a tree, thus unmistakably marking its

location.

Five minutes later and scarcely two miles away, four

Army men sawa four-inch bright light with a two- to

four-inch ‘metallic’? cone attached to the back.

When first spotted in the northeast, it was six to seven

feet off the ground and 600 feet away, silently ap-

proaching the witness ina level flight at 60 or 70 mph.

It disappeared suddenly to the southwest at a dis-

tance of 150 feet. Then, just 12 minutes later, a two-

inch-wide white light appeared 100 feet away to the

north-northeast. It was flying in a zig-zag fashion ina

level path six feet above the ground. At its closest it

was 150 feet away. Like the one that had come before

it, it vanished abruptly. A third light showed up at

9:39 in the west-southwest. It was visible for a maxi-

mum of 30 seconds.

The next night the lights were back. Beginning at

8:30, several security patrols comprising a total of 12
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men reported nine separate sightings southeast of

Killeen. Most of the slow-moving lights changed

color from white to red to green. One was white with

a red blinking light, and one had the previously

observed “cone-shaped affair” at its rear. On one

occasion four lights appeared together; on another,

eight to 10 showed up in each other’s company. (The

light with the cone was seen amid this latter set of

objects.) Despite extensive searches no debris or

other evidence of flares or similar devices could be

found.

In early May the Fourth Army approached AFOSI in

San Antonio to ask it to help in the investigation of

the Killeen lights. Col. Lumsden declined, explaining

it was waiting direction from headquarters in Wash-

ington. But the harried Army people were disinclined

to take no for an answer, and on May 5 they got

AFOSI personnel, along with others from the Office

of Naval Intelligence (ONI), Army Counter Intelli-

gence Corps (CIC), the FBI, and the Armed Forces

Special Weapons Project (AFSWP), to show up at

Camp Hood for the first of a series of weekly meet-

ings to discuss the strange phenomena.

The Army and Navy representatives agreed that the

phenomena were unexplained and thus a legitimate

source of “grave concern.” AFOSI and the FBI ex-

pressed no opinion, but the AFSWP people expressed

confidence that a natural explanation would be found

and that the base’s internal security could handle any

problems, if such ever manifested. Fourth Army re-

torted that doubts about the quality of its witnesses’

observations could be resolved if a formal observing

network were set up. Unfortunately, it did not have

enough agents to conduct a proper investigative job.

Moreover, there were questions about who would

lead such an investigation, since security responsibili-

ties were divided among the various agencies.

Out of this confused state of affairs came general

agreement that, first, an observation system with

trained artillery observers was desirable and, second,

if such sightings were then confirmed, AMC in Ohio

should be asked to send a technical intelligence team

to the scene. For reasons of its own the Army did not

reveal it had already put such a network into opera-

tion the day before. Nonetheless it took the entire

group out to Killeen at 1 p.m. to inspect the security
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procedures and “tentatively” select sites for the Army

observation posts—sites that in fact had been select-

ed and manned at least 24 hours earlier.

The next day Col. Lumsden of the San Antonio

AFOSI office informed headquarters that the “mat-

ter has reached a fairly serious stage and some posi-

tive action is mandatory.’ He made a point of not

sending a copy of his message to Grudge. Headquar-

ters responded quickly with an order to Lumsden to

investigate all sightings and other relevant informa-

tion. There was also a pointed reminder that Grudge

was to be kept fully informed.

At AFOSI in Albuquerque Col. Rees set up a 24-hour

visual-photographic observation post on top of Sandia

Mountains northeast of town. Following Kaplan’s

suggestion, the post was equipped with a wide-angle-

lens camera fitted with a spectrographic grating. The

Fourth Army system was more elaborate, except that

it lacked cameras. But it did have four six-man fixed-

observation posts equipped with instruments to ob-

tain directional bearings and linked by radio and field

telephone. One of the posts (all were located within a

few miles southeast of Killeen) served as the plotting

center to coordinate and triangulate the UFO sightings

and directional information from all observers. Two

trucks served as a roving ‘‘Artillery Patrol” observa-

tion post linked by radio to the plotting center. Each

day the “Artillery Training Force”’ (the deliberately

misleading name by which the classified UFO patrol

was designated) got new orders.

When the Fourth Army plan was finally revealed on

May 19 to members of the weekly intelligence confer-

ence, everyone was impressed. There was no more

talk of hysteria or observer error. Now, as Col. Lumsden

subsequently remarked, it was obvious that the “un-

known phenomena in the Camp Hood area could not

be attributed to natural causes.”

Nonetheless in Washington the word was that the

fireballs were “natural phenomena.” Or so conclud-

ed Kaplan, who thought they were a new type of

auroral effect. He conceded, however, that their

rapid horizontal motion and their appearances so far

from the magnetic polar regions were “difficult to

explain.” AFOIN “tentatively accepted” the explana-

tion despite its problems, and the Geophysical Sci-

ences Branch of the Directorate of Research and
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Development, USAF Headquarters, began an evalua-

tion of the reports. If its findings “substantiate this

tentative conclusion,” Col. John W. Schweizer of

AFOIN said in a September 1 letter to AFOIN’s

director, “reports that fall in the ‘fireball’ category

will no longer be included in Hq. Air Materiel Com-

mand and Directorate of Intelligence, Hq. USAF,

investigative activity on unidentified aerial incidents.”

AFOIN rejected an Army request for further facilities

to study the fireballs from field locations.

The sightings continued into August. The most spec-

tacular took place on June 6. At 9:05 pM. both the

plotting center and observation post number two

spotted a hovering orange light. When they triangu-

lated the UFO’s location, they determined it was

three miles south of the observation post and four

anda half miles south ofthe plotting center, hovering

a mile in the air. This was, however, no “litde light”

but something 30 to 70 feet in size. Suddenly it

started moving in level flight, then burst into small

particles. The sighting had lasted not quite three

minutes.

OnJuly 24 a green fireball was observed falling close

to Socorro, New Mexico. The next morning Crozier

collected dust samples from the School of Mines

campus in the city. As La Paz reported to Col. Rees on

August 17, “These collections, to Dr. Crozier’s evi-

dent surprise, were found to contain not only the first

copper particles he had found in air dust collections

but these particles were of unusually large size—

up to 100 microns in maximum dimensions”’ (Moore,

op. cit.). When La Paz and other scientists and Air

Force representatives met with Crozier the following

day, Crozier said he thought it was possible the

copper particles had blown off the roof or out of the

gutters of a campus building; only if similar particles

were found in open and distant country could they

be deemed unquestionably significant. Subsequent

searches found just that. Still, Crozier persisted in

calling the results “inconclusive” even as La Paz

suspected otherwise, writing to Rees, ‘I wish to em-

phasize most emphatically that if future more de-

tailed work shows that the numerous copper particles

found by Dr. Crozier and [his assistant] Mr. [Ben]

Seely are indeed floating down from green fireballs,

then the fireballs are not conventional meteorites.

Copper is one of [the] rarest of the elements found in

.
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meteorites... In fact, I know of no case in which even

the tiniest particle of copper has been reported in a

dust collection Supposedly of meteoritic origin” (ibid. ).

La Paz urged that further air and ground samples be

taken in areas where the fireballs had been seen.

Inamemo of the same date addressed to La Paz, Rees

reported on investigations of “anomalous luminous

phenomena” seen between early June and early Au-

gust. “Many of the green fireballs now appearing

descend on nearly vertical paths,” he wrote, ‘“‘where-

as, in earlier months[,] almost all of the green fireballs

observed move almost horizontally.... There appears

to be a concentration of New Mexico incidents near

weekends, especially on Sunday and near the hour of

8:00 (in the interval from 7:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.)” (ibid.).

Project Twinkle. In early summer Kaplan met with

Norris Bradbury, the Los Alamos laboratory director

who had participated in the February 16 Conference

on Aerial Phenomena. Bradbury urged that a classi-

fied scientific conference be held to discuss the fire-

balls, perhaps when Kaplan was passing through in

early September, and that physicists Edward Teller

and George Gamow be invited. Kaplan then told

AFOIN Director Gen. C. B. Cabell that AFOIN should

organize a photographic and spectrographic patrol

which could obtain quantitative scientific data on the

phenomena. Because of budgetary and personnel

limitations AFOIN could not act on the suggestion,

but later in the summer Kaplan visited the Geophys-

ics Research Directorate of AMC’s Cambridge Re-

search Laboratories in Boston and discussed what

could be done in fireballs. In Washington soon after-

wards, Kaplan met with personnel in the Geophysical

Sciences Branch of Air Force Research and Develop-

ment to set plans in motion. On September 14, under

the authority and command of Air Force Chief of

Staff Gen. Hoyt S. Vandenberg, that branch ordered

the new AMC commander Lt. Gen. Benjamin Chidlaw

to have his Boston labs evaluate the New Mexico and

Texas sightings and consider the creation of an in-

strument network, AMC was directed to send repre-

sentatives from Boston to a meeting in New Mexico.

At the meeting, held on October 14 at Los Alamos, 16

representatives of AFOSI, AMC (Kaplan), Fourth

Army, the FBI, the AESS, AFSWP, and Los Alamos

scientists (including such luminaries as Teller, Gamow,
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and Stanislaw Ulam) considered the situation. AMC’s

representative was Maj. Frederic C. E. Oder, director

of the Boston geophysics laboratory. La Paz and

Capt. Neef spoke at length and recounted their own

and other sightings. No one disputed the reality of

the phenomena, and the group could not agree on an

explanation. One problem was the peculiar geographi-

cal concentration of reports: all in New Mexico. What

kind of natural phenomenon would appear in only

one place and only recently? The group proposed

that a field project be run under Oder’s Boston lab,

with La Paz’s active cooperation.

On November 3 Kaplan brought the plan to AFSAB,

and on December 20, following consideration by the

Defense Department’s Research and Development

Board (RDB), approval was granted. By February 21,

1950, Project Twinkle, with the assistance of Land-

Air, Inc., had set up its first operations post, manned

by two observers who scanned the sky over Holloman

AFB with theodolite, telescope, and camera.

All the while the sightings had continued. At 10:15

pM. on January 7 Holloman’s assistant maintenance

officer was driving south of Corona, New Mexico,

when he saw a green ball at 45-degrees’ elevation. He

told AFOSI investigator Lt. Russell Womack,Jr., that

it descended at a 60-degree angle “from horizontal to

a position just above the horizon caused by the

mountain range where it leveled out and traveled

approximately 10 degrees east,” then dropped out of

sighting behind the mountain. When first seen, it was

a yellowish-white, but as it descended, it ‘appeared

to be more orange than originally with a trail of flame

projecting out to its rear.... When it reached the

position where it leveled out, it became a bright blue-

green in color and remained that color until it passed

out of sight” (Gross, 1983).

On February 2 La Paz, citing the press of academic

duties, was forced to withdraw from further Partici-

pation in the project. On the twentieth, in a two-page

letter to P. H. Wycoff of the Air Force Cambridge

Research Laboratories, he expressed his current views:

that a “fireball project” (Twinkle) ought not to be

pursued because those fireballs that were not mete-

ors had to be “U.S. guided missiles undergoing tests

in the neighborhoods of the sensitive installations

they are designed to defend.” He confessed that he

S
e
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doubted the latter interpretation “will be taken seri-

oui ani conceded he could be wrong. In that case
intensive, systematic investigation of these objects

should not be delayed” (Moore, op. cit.).

Despite high hopes Twinkle proved something of a

hapless enterprise. A few lines from its final report,

dated December 11, 1951, give a sense of what its

problems were:

Some photographic activity occurred on 27

April and 24 May [1950], but simultaneous

sightings by both cameras were not made, so

that no information was gained. On 30 August

1950, during a Bell aircraft missile launching,

aerial phenomena were observed over Holloman

Air Force Base by several individuals; however,

neither Land-Air nor Project personnel were

notified and, therefore, no results were acquired.

On 31 August 1950, the phenomena were again

observed after a V-2 launching. Although much

film was expended, proper triangulation was

not effected, so that again no information was

acquired.... Generally, the results ... may be

described as negative. Although the photograph-

ic theodolites functioned continuously, the grat-

ing cameras functioned very little, since the

military personnel assigned to operate them

had been withdrawn due to the needs con-

cerned with the Korean situation. The facilities

for the electromagnetic frequency measurements

that were to be provided by the Signal Corps

Engineering Laboratories were not utilized due

to the fact that the frequency of occurrence of

these phenomena did not justify the $50,000 a

year transfer of funds to the Signal Corps which

would be required to carry out such a monitor-

ing facility (ibid.).

After that the number of sightings declined signifi-

cantly. In the summer of 1951 Maj. Edward A. Doty

took control of the project. In an August 27 confer-

ence at Holloman he expressed skepticism, and his

assistant, one B. Guildenberg, told those there assem-

bled that despite his active interest in astronomy he

had never seen anything out of the ordinary in the

sky, and neither had one of White Sands’ most promi-

nent persons, Clyde Tombaugh, discoverer of the

planet Pluto. (The Clyde Tombaugh sighting of 1949
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is discussed elsewhere in this book.) Holloman’s com-

manding officer, Doty said, wanted to cease allocat-

ing funds for Twinkle, strip it of its official status, and

maintain it simply on stand-by status.

The next day project personnel talked with La Paz,

who once again insisted the phenomena could not be

meteors.

Twinkle closed down in December. Its final report

stated that the investigators had no “conclusive opin-

ion concerning the aerial phenomena of interest.”

Nonetheless it went on to speculate that the “earth

may be passing through a region in space of high

meteoric population. Also, the sun-spot maxima in

1948 perhaps in some way may be a contributing

factor’ (Moore, op. cit.).

Still, to many of those who had seen or investigated

the fireballs (or both), they remained a troubling

memory. In 1953, when Capt. EdwardJ.Ruppelt was

head of Project Blue Book, he encountered Joseph

Kaplan at an Air Force meeting in Los Angeles.

Kaplan asked, “What ever happened to the green

fireballs?” He urged Ruppelt to talk with La Paz. A

few months later, when Ruppelt finally met the

meteoriticist, he asked him what he thought the

fireballs were. According to Ruppelt, “He weighed

the question for a few seconds—then he said that all

he cared to say was that he didn’t think they were a

natural phenomenon. He thought that maybe some-

day one would hit the earth and the mystery would be

solved. He hoped they were a natural phenomenon.”

At Los Alamos, Ruppelt would write, scientists theo-

rized that the fireballs were projectiles fired into the

earth’s atmosphere from an extraterrestrial space-

craft. “Two years ago I would have been amazed to

hear a group of reputable scientists make such a

startling statement,” Ruppelt recalled. “Now, howev-

er, I took it as a matter of course. I’d heard the same

type of statement many times before from equally

qualified groups” (Ruppelt, 1956).

Sources:

Aggen, Erich A., Jr. “Green Fireballs.” MUFON UFO
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Gross, Loren E. UFOs: A History-1950: January-
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could: determine where they would have hit the earth—if
they were meteorites. They Would search this area, and if
they‘found parts of a meteorite they would have the answ

er

to the green fireball riddle.

The fireball activity on the night of Dec

to order for plotting flight paths. The goo

night included carefully noted locations,

which the green objects were seen, their heights above the
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hould have struck the earth. They .
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ali
cers from Kirtland decided?

a good look at one of them, soi

8 two officers took off in an air-, §=! ori the night of December 
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4 «plane just before dark and began to cruise around north*
«<< “of Albuquerque. They had a carefully worked out plan;
5). ‘where each man would observe certain details if they saw,
’s: one of the green fireballs. At 6:33 p.m. they saw one. This :
pds their report: ere

18 At 6:33 p.m. while flying at an indicated altitude of 11,500 °
‘feet’ a strange phenomenon was observed. Exact position of,

sthe aircraft at time of the observation was 20 miles east.
‘ .

UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS

f was on a compass course of 90 degrees. Capt. —— was pi

and I was acting as copilot. I first observed the object and

f a split second later the pilot saw it. It was 2,000 feet higher
f than the plane, and was approaching the plane at a rapid

} rate of speed from 30 degrees to the left of our course. The

| object was similar in appearance to a burning green flare

# the kind that is commonly used in the Air Force. However,
{2 the light was much more intense and the object appeared

! considerably larger than a normal flare. The trajectory of

the object, when first sighted, was almost flat and parallel to

t the earth. The phenomenon lasted about 2 seconds. At the

fend of this time the object seemed to begin to burn out

and the trajectory then dropped off rapidly. The phenome-

} non was of such intensity as to be visible from the very mo-

ment it ignited.

Back at Wright-Patterson AFB, ATIC was getting a blow-

by-blow account of the fireball activity but they were taking

: NO direct part in the investigation. Their main interest was

; to review all incoming UFO reports and see if the green

; fireball reports were actually unique to the Albuquerque
Pi

h area. They were. Although a good many UFO reports were

H tion of the green fireballs.
B All during December 1948 and January 194 green, 9 the

4 fireballs continued to invade the New Mexia skies. Every-
fone, including the intelligence officers at Kirtland AFB, Air
Defense Command people, Dr. La Paz, and some of the

‘ y

most distinguished scientists at Los Alamos had seen at least
-t one,

ca

gi In mid-February 1949 a conference was called at Los
Alamos to determine what should be done to further pursue
i the investigation. The Air Force, Project Sign, the intelli-
Bence people at Kirtland, and other interested parties had
done everything they could think of and still no answer. Such
prea scientists as Dr. Joseph Kaplan, a world-renowned

rut ority on the physics of the upper atmosphere, Dr. Ed-

[Ward Teller, of H-bomb fame, and of course Dr. La Paz,
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‘stuck -to. the points that (1) the trajectory was too flat,|

La Paz’s theory was very interesting and that

phase of the UFO investigation be g
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attended, along with a lot of military brass and scientists) Me et up a project to attempt to photograph the green fire-
from Los Alamos. + alls and measure their speed, altitude, and size.

This was one conference where there was no need to'.J )sIn the late summer of 1949, Cambridge established Pro-
discuss whether or not this special type of UFO, the green Git Twinkle to solve the mystery. The project called for
fireball, existed. Almost everyone at the meeting had seen ‘establishing three cinetheodolite stations near White Sands,
one. The purpose of the conference was to decide whether New Mexico. A cinetheodolite is similar to a 35-mm. movie

the fireballs were natural or man-made and how to find out mera except when you take a photograph of an object

more about them. ‘you also get a photograph of three dials that show the time
As happens in any conference, opinions were divided. fF the photo was taken, the azimuth angle, and the elevation

Some people thought the green fireballs were natural fire- Ai angle of the camera. If two or more cameras photograph

balls. The proponents of the natural meteor, or meteorite, 4p the same object, it is possible to obtain a very accurate

theory presented facts that they had dug out of astronomical.’$ ‘measurement of the photographed object's altitude, speed,

journals. Greenish-colored meteors, although not common,’ ‘IE and size.
had: been observed on many occasions. The flat trajectory, . Project Twinkle was a bust. Absolutely nothing was photo-

which seemed to be so important in proving that the green ff graphed. Of the three cameras that were planned for the
fireballs were extraterrestrial, was also nothing new. When # | project, only one was available. This one camera was con-
viewed from certain angles, a meteor can appear to have a Me tinually being moved from place to place. If several reports

flat trajectory. The reason that so many had been seen during ff,| came from a certain area, the camera crew would load up
December of 1948 and January of 1949 was that the weather.JF their equipment and move to that area, always arriving too

had been unusually clear all over the Southwest during this “WP jote. Any duck hunter can tell you that this is the wrong

period. : rineties if you want to shoot any ducks pick a good place and
Dr. La Paz led the group who believed that the green fire- 4 stay put, let the ducks come to you.balls were not meteors or meteorites. His argument was de- © The people trying to operate Project Twinkle were hav-

rived from the facts that he had gained after many days of | ing financial and morale trouble. To do a good job they —

research and working with Air Force intelligence teams. He J jeeded more and better equipment and more people, but

Bt
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(2) the color was too green, and (3) he couldn't locate any:” aes aes ave SE — eit]
fragments even though he had found the spots where th

should have hit the earth if they were meteorites.

People who were at that meeting have to
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enough because when the conference b

phenomenon of some kind. It was recon

Cambridge Research Laboratory, sine

this group to study natural phenome
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else’s. The regular UFO reports might be explained by the ‘
anned vehicles were venturing down to with- }

in 100,000 or 200,000 feet of the earth, or to the altitude |

q fact that the m

—

at which ‘atmosphere re-entry begins to get critical.
I had to go down to the airstrip to get a CARCO Airlines

plane back

a lot of questions that came into my mind. I did get to
make one comment. From the conversations, I assumed that
these people didn’t think the green fireballs were any kind
of a natural phenomena. Not exactly, they said, but so far
the evidence that said they were a natural phenomenon was
Vastly outweighed by the evidence that said they weren't.

During the kidney-jolting trip down the valley from Los
s peony : jee one of the CARCO Airlines’ Bo-
ie as, ecide at I’
Sto tn Lh Paw stay over an extra day and talk

‘» _ He knew every detail there was to know about the green
= fireballs. He confirmed my findings, that the genuine green

i is fireballs were no longer being seen. He said that he'd re-
céived hundreds of reports, especially after he’d written

i, several articles about the mysterious fireballs, but that all of
i the ‘reported objects were just greenish-colored, common,
22) everyday meteors.

‘Dr. La’ Paz said that some people, including Dr. Joseph
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., Of the green fireballs, He’d taken this chart with him when
; "he went out to talk to people who had seen the green fire-
jballs and everyone had picked this one color. The palei7

he

"documented green meteors.
. Then there were other points of dissimilarity between a
: Meteor and the green fireballs, The trajectory of the fire-

4

to Albuquerque so I didn’t have time to ask |
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‘ balls was too flat. Dr. La Paz explained that a metenr doesn’t

‘necessarily have to arch down across the sky, its trajectory

can appear to be flat, but not as flat as that of the green

fireballs. Then there was the size. Almost always such des-

criptive words as “terrifying,” “as big as the moon,” and

“blinding” had been used to describe the fireballs. Meteors

just aren't this big and bright.

No—Dr. La Paz didn’t think that they were meteors.

Dr. La Paz didn’t believe that they were meteorites either.

A meteorite is accompanied by sound and shock waves that

break windows and stampede cattle. Yet in every case of a

green fireball sighting the observers reported that they did

not hear any sound.

But the biggest mystery of all was the fact that no particles

‘B oof a green fireball had ever been found. If they were me-

teorites, Dr. La Paz was positive that he would have found

one. He’d missed very few times in the cases of known me-

, teorites. He pulled a map out of his file to show me what he

’ meant. It was a map that he had used to plot the spot where

a meteorite had hit the earth. I believe it was in Kansas. The

map had been prepared from information he had obtained

from dozens of people who had seen the meteorite come

flaming toward the earth. At each spot where an observer

was standing he'd drawn in the observer's line of sight to

_the meteorite. From the dozens of observers he had ob-

\
,
‘ ,

i '

{

¥ * Kaplan and Dr. Edward Teller, thought that the green fire-
ye a balls were natural meteors. He didn’t think so, however, for
i 4 Bi several reasons. First the color was so much different. To
' , , illustrate his point, Dr. La Paz opened his desk drawer and —

* ,,took out a' well-worn chart of the color spectrum. He checked ,
28 off two shades of green; one a pale, almost yellowish green |
# » and the other a much more distinct vivid green. He pointed
Be -ito the bright green and told me that this was the color

oi al

I

’

ry

la.

tained dozens of lines of sight. The lines all converged to

give Dr. La Paz a plot of the meteorite’s downward trajectory.

Then he had been able to plot the spot where it had struck

the earth. He and his crew went to the marked area, probed

‘the ground with long steel poles, and found the meteorite.

This was just one case that he showed me. He had records

of many more similar successful expeditions in his file.

Then he showed me some other maps. The plotted lines

fF looked identical to the ones on the map Id just seen. Dr.

LaPaz had used th techni these plots and had
green, he explained, was the color reported in the cases of |: ie eS a a ple

- marked an area where he wanted to search. He had searched ©
iF the area many times but he had never found anything.

These were plots of the path of a green fireball.
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Pe When Dr; La Paz had finished, I had one last question, ' §
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teor, but they were “going faster than a jet.” The lights i“What do you think they are?” = were “a little Bee hae the biggest star.” Once in a whileHe weighed the question for a few seconds—then he said Ethe Cl’s would get binoculars on them but they couldn’t seethat all he caréd to say was that he didn’t think that they § any more details. The lights just looked bigger.were a natural phenomenon. He thought that maybe some- From the time of the first sighting reports of the littleday one would hit the earth and the mystery would be ' lights were being sent to the Air Force through Army Intelli- sssolved. He hoped that they were a natural phenomenon. § gence channels. The reports were getting to ATIC, but the ffAftermy talk with Dr. La Paz I can well understand his | green fireball activity was taking top billing and no com- 'apparent calmness on the night of September 18,1954, when § ments went back to the Army about their little lights. Ac +the newspaper reporter called him to find out if he planned cording to an Army G-2 major to whom I talked in the 3to investigate this latest green fireball report. He was speak- Pentagon, this silence was taken to mean that no action, Eing from experience, not indifference, when he said, “But
I don’t expect to find anything.”

If the green fireballs are back, I hope that Dr. La Paz gets
an answer this time.

other than sending in reports, was necessary on the part of

the Army.

But after about two weeks of nightly sightings and no

apparent action by the Air Force, the commander of the in-
i The story of the UFO now goes back to late January 1949, {_ stallation decided to take the initiative and set a trap. His staff

oS ig tne Ue we ne Air aoe ee fide ae of ine oa t ‘worked out a plan in record time. Special Ey petalsDe
ireball mystery. another part of the country another o § be sent out into the security area and they wou -Series of events was taking place. The center of activity was @ nished with sighting Saaene This could be the equip-

avhighly secret brea that can’t be named, and the recipient ment that they normally used for fire control. Each patrolae te on oe which were formations of little lights, was _ would be sent to a specific pals and would, go 2
Beads AMEE o 2 2 ‘ mmand post. Operating out o e commanie ’The. series. of incidents started when military patrols who sae hee the A ae be observed, would be sighting

were protecting the area began to report seeing formations IE’ teams: Each team had sighting equipment to measure the
of lights flying through the night sky. At first the lights were 3B clevation. and_esimuth angle of the UFO. Four menwerereported every ‘three or four nights, but inside of two weeks eer res team, an ins an, a timer, a recorder,
the frequency had stepped up. Before long they were a § and operator. All th
nightly occurrence. Some patrols reported that they had ‘ee

“seen three or four formations in one night. The: sightings |
_ Weren't restricted to the men on patrol. One night, just ]

dusk, during retreat, the entire garrison watched a for
|| tion pass directly over the post parade ground. _

_ As usual with UFO reports, the descriptions of |
_ varied but the majority of the observers report

/». Imation of three lights. As the formation moved thr
_ Sky, the lights changed in color from a bluish whit.
_ and back to bluish white, This color cycle too

~ seconds, The lights usually traveled from
made no sound, They didn’t streak across



- Paz and hear his side of the story. 1 of unmanned test vehicle that was being projected into o
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balls. He mentioned Dr. La Paz and his opinion that the balls’ being associated with Se aay ae ee oe pe

green fireballs might be man-made, and although he res- }/ the whole group got serious. They 4 tb sae iy eae,pected La Paz’s professional ability, he just wasn’t convinced. of thinking about this, they said, = 4 be sone tee
But he did strongly urge me to get in touch with Dr. La The green fireballs, they theorized, cou f
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i
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When I returned to ATIC I spent several days digging atmosphere from a “spaceship hovering Svea aerisinto our collection of green fireball reports. All of these } miles above the earth. Two years bE 5 scientists make suchreports covered a period from early December 1948 to late | amazed to hear a group of reputa 1 sick Maca matter on
1949, As far as Blue Book’s files were concerned, there | a startling statement. Now, however rapes Seger ae
hadn't been a green fireball report for a year and a half, course. I’d heard the same type 0

I read over the report on Project Twinkle and the few before from equally qualified groups. Gat wo an going
notes we had on the Los Alamos Conference, and decided Turn the tables, they said, ed gaiae be three phasesthat the next time I went to Albuquerque I’d contact Dr. to try to go to a far planet. Dies we tmosphere, throughLa Paz. I did go to Albuquerque several times but my visits to the trip: out through oe fe i, of the planetwere always short and I was always in a hurry so I didn’t space, and the re-entry into the atmosp

get to see him. we're planning to land on. see hie the last pea oIt was six or eight months later before the subject of green mittedly present formidable prob ap: sical, Cuewen Eel f

fireballs came up again. I was eating lunch with a group § re-entry phase, would be the most cri
i beouter space, the craft would, for all practical purposes,

~ similar i a meteorite except that it would be powered-ee
not free-falling. You would have myriad problems pa

_ with aerodynamic heating, high a ic loadings,
very probably a host of other problems that no can

_ now conceiveof, Certain of nie

of people at the AEC’s Los Alamos Laboratory when one of
the group mentioned the mysterious kelly-green balls of fire.
The strictly unofficial bull-session-type discussion that fol-
lowed took up the entire lunch hour and several hours of the
afternoon. It was an interesting discussion because these })
people, all scientists and technicians from the lab, had a few
educated guesses as to what they might be. All of them had
seen a green fireball, some of them had seen several. —
One of the men, a private pilot, had encountered .

one night while he was flying his Navion

and he had a vivid way of explaining what
a soft ball and paint it with some kindo
that will glow a bright green in the dar
saying, “then have someone take the
in front of you and about 10 feet
throw the ball right at your face, as
it. That’s what a green fireball look
The speculation about what the

through the usual spectrum of a
phenomenon, a secret U.S
ly enlarged meteors, Whe
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than the laboratory scientist imagines: | +. 4 1]
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232 FLYING SAUCERS UNCENSORED

February 27, 1954: Two women at' Hillsboro, iOregon,
see six strange objects very high in the sky, shaped “4
like large white birds,
wings. They went in and
moved west. In the Mid

+)!
soundless and moving their!
out of the clouds,’ and ‘then

dle Ages, and as late as the
seventeenth centu

been called “Dracones volantes” (flying dragons),

What follows is concerned with phenomena of mysterious tracks in lonely places, referred to elsewhere ‘in: thibook: » ec iahlia

Weiss and: Mrs. Sanders ofLas Cruces, New Mexico, saw in the desert; queerround marks one and a half to three. feet. wide; im-printed about half an inch in the sand
Sharp as if made by
were a series of conc

had an impression o
circle, with three talons, or hoo dkat the end. Several miles away they saw mysterious °lights, one yellow, one red, winking at irregular inter-vals. What these lights were no one knows, ( Extractsfrom local newspapers); tape apd | ad

Another case of unexplained fissuring of glass

February 5, 1954: Mrs.

above the rim of the
ks, dug into the sand

ee

called “cancer de verres”:

13) 8

February 6, 1954: A terrific explosion: startled ‘Mrs
H. Dressler of Houston, Texas. She rushed into’ hedrawing-room and found a fish. bowl on the coff
table, perforated and the fishes lying on) the'c irpet;’She had had the bowl for a long time, and the room!”had always been kept at a constant temperature. Sheplaced the bowl in the kitchen but, next morning.found that it had shattered itself to fragments, Mys-'tery unexplained. . i bh oe

Curious incidents in March and May, 954, ree
et is a more mysterious

Da Pare aMe Vek

March 10, 1954: Aboard the U.S, destro erit!shall,” escorting an aircraft carrier. ste:
the North Pacific towards Hong Kong,an ‘alerang, Commander Noel Bird, of Oakland,
who was reading a book, rushed to.t

} # z

| il
i

et

ea Se

ry in Switzerland, they would have Ai

- after. torrential ‘rain ipa garden ine Austin ST Coes =
‘ batch 3 i ie: : ? F

we ,

H’S GRAVEST HOURTM ~~

if 4 '

) SUTHE BART
ho

found that a plane ‘had’ fallen’ into‘ the’ sea/The “de> 2
stroyer, circled the’ spot'for three“hours,* but ‘the’ pilot TM

/., did not\come’ to the ‘surface, Half-an’ hour" later, ‘an-
ane’ crashed ‘into the’ ocean.”/Again, "the Pilot 5:

tid aieleemie up. Bird was suddenly startled to Sod
ize that ‘the book 'he~ was reading _ was, titled, 0

*Death!” ~ ;

Mach 73. 1954: Enough red nO eh capes per
square mile, to cover’ 1,600: square’ miles, fe over
Minneapolis: and neighborhood,R6ntgen Tay~ devices

showed. that. the red snow had adhered to dust con- ~

taining’ felspar, /quartz: and _hydroxide®of “iron. “But ==
Bye on-earth did:this dust—75,000tons of it—come 2

; ee awatbadas no more ‘than did the ‘-Romans~in~
.C, 230, who also recorded red snow; or’ the mot 2

aRs cua in’ ‘Western # Europe 8 atet ages, *s
who chronicled similar ‘falls.5' "9% 4)-Tp" va
“March:14; 1954: Small-jellyfish ‘suddenly appeared i :
Crystal/*Lake, ‘Ohio. “Very! seldom aré?they ‘found’ iz

if

nance’ of two jellyfish; the size”of big baseballs; found 7

; . ey eee Se ee vee
" fresh) water. The mystery is‘ as-insoluble'as the “prov.
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FLYING SAUCERS UNCENSORED

ico, arrived along with J, S. Williams {and C. T,
Hardy, Utah state geologists. They found some strange

things: the crater was too small to have created the,

shock wave that had been recorded. Drilling to a

twenty-five foot depth brought up no meteoric debris.

An artesian well suddenly appeared in the crater, In

the scattered earth no nickel, iron, or meteoric stone

was found.

Professor Hardy, using a Geiger counter, found

no unusual radiation. Eye-witnesses in the region say

they saw a flash, or paroxysm of light at ground-

level which is not the characteristic of meteorites,

which never flash on impact, as did this phenomenon.

Drag electro-magnets sieved the soil, but found, no.

metal particles. ,

May 6, 1954: “Curious celestial object seen in Ari-

zona today. It was low on the southern horizon, and

looked like a nebula, perfectly circular with bright
center. Just like a nova after it begins to cool.|Got |
only an evasive answer from La Paz.” (Letter to the -

author from Mr. Frederick G. Hehr, engineer of »

Santa Monica, California).

May 16, 1954: A strange thing like a white “flying
sausage” hung for three minutes in the sky over }
Currumbin, Queensland, Australia. It then yanished, ,

May 21, 1954: The Miller family of Pasadena, Cali- ; —

fornia, report seeing in the sky at 9 P.M., a strange »
thing like a “house on fire.” The apparition was noise- ©

less and moved fast to the south; stopped, hovered |
and showed a dome and something like:a band on =

its keel. Apparently some American military base put
a searchlight on it. It passed through the beams and |
vanished in the west. The strange object. emitted —
blue, amber, red and yellow flashes. Next night the |
same, or a similar object was seen, at 9:30 P.M., - '

moving fast and illuminated. It was seen again. in
joe

mid-June. yc

_ (Author's Comment: I have several accounts

the Middle Ages to the 18th centuryof phenome
in the sky, like this “house on fire”)

turn fluid in the eye into steam and ‘exp

night, in exceptionally clear air, rabbitsin
night vision, forty-nine miles distant, showed
juries after an explosion.” (U.S. School

it de <4 : 4 a ms

Doctors.) .

June and ‘July,’

of mystery,in‘ the’ skies,

says~“‘is" one “of! the mos

‘THE EARTH'S GRAYEST HOUR’

“1954 did not fail’ to enhance +that»sense
“and*on the earth that“ Einstein

t’ beautiful” things in *life."+The=

tra-terrene ‘matter ‘in spacesIt—

t with ‘a presumed -contra-ter-= 5

rene matter;“appearing like ‘a fire-ball, on‘ a January night -

in 1952 shattered’ a* 750,000 gallon‘ tank of-water: and =

wrecked twenty buildings ~at Tucumari, NewuMexico:4

| June;~1954: Cosmic ray ‘expert, Dr:}/Marcel Schein of -

*, Chicago ‘University, :reports detection ofa new par= —

- ticle‘ which}* when’ striking a proton in! the: aluminium ~

* covering of photo-plates, converts {matter2into “pho-

“tons or light-units of energy, and then re-conyerts the =:

energy’into pairs’ of electrons;*the free-flowing waves;
or negative! particles‘of’ electricity.He.‘ calls \the an-3s

ihilating’ rayYan anti-proton,'or*reversed’ matter: -He=

Sestimates*its energy at’ten’ million ‘billion (yolts.*These 57

«8 particles ‘enter’ the-earth’s| dense*atmosphere from_outer = -—_TM

“space, but Usually ‘yanish~ before? reaching*the soil.eyt a

-.." Another’ Chicago University professor, James Ar~=
‘nold; has’ developed a‘ scintillation-counter, © 10,000—

times more® sensitive’ than~the ‘Geiger~counter. It dew ~

- tects |radioactive ‘carbon-14' by the slight- oftits-radia+~~
tion“ insamples' dissolved ? in= a fluorescent® solution:~~
Photo-multiplier tubes ‘are ‘used.“Thissdiscoveryis_ of _

use in‘estimating the approximate dates'of-prehistoric-
monuments;and’ has! reduced: to. a%thirty-seven? year"

margin ‘the’ probability ‘of*errorsin « a] 4 sdating —

of'archaedlogical: material upito+25,000-years'olds"=

along: axhighway ‘at Woodside =:Califo

on,.and)saw) the.«bituminous

discovery below is of con

may be’ recalled’ that impac

Lise



were totally unknown. Were they friendly scientific explorers,
or were they an advance party paving the way for an invasion? If
their motives were warlike, did we stand any chance against
those who could build craft capable of carrying them untold
millions of miles? What would happen, say, if their friends
came looking for them?

While Major (later Lieutenant Colonel) Marcel talked about
his experiences in the late 1970s, Sheridan Cavitt has refused
even to acknowledge that he was there at the ranch with Mar-
cel. However, another Counterintelligence Corps man from
Roswell, Bill Rickett, has recently spoken out on his experi-
ences a few days after the start of official involvement:

“|The material] was very strong and very light. You could
bend it but couldn’t crease it. As far as | know, no one ever
figured out what it was made of.”

Rickett escorted Dr. Lincoln LaPaz, famed meteor expert
from the New Mexico Institute of Meteoritics, on a tour of the
crash site and surrounding area.

It was LaPaz’s job to try to find out what the speed and trajectory
of the thing was. LaPaz was a world-renowned expert on trajec-
tories of objects in the sky, especially meteors, and I was told to
give him all the help I could.

At one point LaPaz interviewed the farmer [Mac Brazel]. I
remember something coming up during their conversation about .
this fellow thinking that some of his animals had acted strangely
after this thing happened. Dr. LaPaz seemed very interested in
this for some reason.

LaPaz wanted to fly over the area, and this was arranged. He

found one other spot where he felt this thing had touched down
and then taken off again. The sand at this spot had been turned

into a glasslike substance. We collected a boxful of samples of

this material—as I recall, there were some metal samples here,

too, of that same sort of thin foil stuff. LaPaz sent this box off

somewhere for study; I don’t know or recall where, but I never

Saw it again. This place was some miles from the other one.

LaPaz was very good at talking to people, especially some of

the local ranch hands who didn’t speak a lot of English. LaPaz

spoke Spanish. I remember he found a couple of people who had

gl

seen two—I don’t know what to call them; UFOs, I ae a
e

anyway, had seen two of these things fly over very slow hale

very low altitude on a date, in the evening, that he pn :

had been a day or two after the other one had blown up. 
Thes

people said something about animals being affected, roo . .

Before he went back to Albuquerque, he told me that ne ine

certain that this thing had gotten into trouble, that it ha

touched down for repairs, taken off again, and then exploded. fe

also felt certain there were more than one of these denies, “a

that the others had been looking for it—at least that’s what he

said. He was positive the thing had malfunctioned.

The Air Force’s explanation that it was a balloon was totally

untrue. It was not a balloon. I never did know for sure what

purpd® was, but it wasn’t ours. I remember speculating wt

LaPaz that it might have been some higher civilization chec ing

on us. LaPaz wasn’t against the idea, but said he was going t
o

leave speculations out of his report.

Dr. LaPaz, who had been deeply involved ina 1950s study of

“green fireballs” that had some UFO characteristics, unfor-

tunately died before anyone became aware of his involvement

in the New Mexico crash episode. His report 1s one of the many

documents the government has been able to conceal from the
ore than forty years.

Deanne. the government has done a wonderful job of keep-
ing all details of the crashes secret. Few names of military

people and others who visited the sites are known, and those

who are known have, in most cases, been unwilling to talk.

With one fascinating exception. In November 1990 Stanton

Friedman was able to cap months of negotiations by interview-

ing, in person, a man who says in a most believable fashion that

he was there and he saw.

E B. was an Army Air Forces photographer stationed at An-

acostia Naval Air Station, Washington, D.C., when he and fel-

low photographer A. K. were hustled aboard an army B-25

bomber and flown to Roswell Army Air Field sometime during

the second week of July 1947. He told Friedman:

One morning they came in and they said, “Pack up your bags and

we'll have the cameras there, ready for you.” We didn’t know

Shuler fadelons ~ a oe °

Faregen House, WY 17942
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r. Fireball of Albuquerque
By NEIL M. CLARK

lew treasure hunters have known the thrills that have come to

Dr. Lincoln LaPaz—a New Mexico scientist who hunts meteorites a
{as some hunt gold. Here’s how he and his amateur detectives I\

painstakingly track down one of Nature’s gaudiest phenomena. \

a

R. LINCOLN LaPAZ has takef f ) “
1D) successful buried-treasure hunt] bd

; anybody else on earth. One , ee .
weighed more than a ton, and] hfe ny

record. He has all sorts of gadgets for ff $ Ae ’ ‘
underground and even under water,

twelve-hour stretch he located and duff

batches of treasure within a few hundf

A 600-pound treasure that he u

probably 20,000 years old, but par

bigger one were found just seventy da

put down in the earth. Yet when an A

neighbor the other day found that her

ing in the San

Mary. LaPaz w!

in a spree of domestic piracy, had burg th ere must nie

ding and engagement rings in the drivem minute peaor: ‘
to confess he couldn’t help her find ther Wrip, cnet: nod
to LaPaz, is not gold, diamonds or rubi inadequate A I

balls — meteorites—matter from outer Be knock on ; ra
blunders into our atmosphere at celestial ugh cosmic %

flames as it falls, sometimes explodes with] DO phere WreC

sounds, and occasionally hits the earth #9] @ the risk in aay

earthquake tremors are felt for thousand Rhoee whirling,

LaPaz is an astronomer and mathem vr n to be mov

profession, and a meteoriticist by natural] : of the earth’s

He founded and heads the Institute of ‘matter, as nov

at the University of New Mexico, believed rand destruc

only one of its kind. For a long time the gntly upon cor

meteoritics was the unwanted baby on ai t’s casing? T
doorstep, but now it is coming forwardaf s want metec

most important branches of mankind ontemporary ¢

science, study of the stars. Nuclear} ned out, LaPa}

guided-missile experts, space-vehicle enga c He isn’t the {

medical men seeking to learn what mayh fling calm acade

living things during flights at extreme alti Mlitter of discovel

turning to students of meteoritics for h old, five feet|

chapters of the trail-cutting book, Physic feimg-trigger bund

icine of the Upper Atmosphere, which found in the fiel«

and published last year by thirty-eight Ibborn about thin

scientists and was adopted as an official Minutes are cou)

by the United States Air Force, were edi thi fastest thing:

a doctor or physicist, but by a meteoriticg Wabeorbed some

He also contributed one of the handbook| M@eall him Mr. Fi

tant chapters. 4 far off when he si

A meteorite is something unique. It Bhsastern New

matter—the only solid matter, so far§ 0 ge pursuit.”
that reaches the earth from outer space—@ Ry; ineteorites, a |

carry important messages about what's @ hat’s one of the

‘Today's aim is to interpret the messages. Iff bi bec: use of what 1
five years rocket investigations have madéwm Bit has become 1

strides, and such living things as fruit flies, as possible afte

rats have been sent up in rockets to see W reach us fre

pens to them beyond the atmosphere. But and if cost

least a quarter of a million dollars to shod og heir long 80}

V-2, and as it remains above the tangibl ‘ought to be n
phere for only about a minute and a half Miay| wear off i
periments are likely to be inconclusive. |

Yet, before anyone can take off on the dr

trip to the moon or another planet or even

beyond the earth’s atmosphere with any ¢ pees

of getting back, it is necessary to do far m Sate within \

rig up a space ship with sufficient power t@ ‘ performed,
return. Space hazards must be known be |

so far as possible. A space ship that can't culty is th:

itself against anything that cosmic rays mé mir g of ae Sq
Mary, study the 2360-pound Norton meteorite, largest ever recoy- it, for example, may be defeated half an N te aa

‘lieves fireballs are a key to some of the mysteries of outer space. it leaves the earth. The density of material pelt,

we a\desperate a

Nneteoritic dia

{d-air— almost

me oe
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since he could walk and talk, has seen just two in

flight. (Meteors, or shooting stars, which everyone

sees frequently, are not the same as meteorites. The

former, unlike meteorites, burn themselves up be-

fore reaching the earth.) Even when seen, meteorites

often bury themselves in weedfields, swamps, sandy

deserts and other inaccessible places where they are

very hard to find. Furthermore, nowadays, when the

oddest objects are reported in the heavens, including

flying saucers, rockets, green fireballs, guided mis-

siles and planes in distress, it issometimes difficult to

know what is a meteorite and what isn’t. Five years

ago, near Norton, Kansas, LaPaz directed a search

which resulted in probably the most spectacular re- .

covery of a meteorite on record, and the oddities,

bafflements and triumphs of that search show why a

meteoriticist’s lot, like a policeman’s, is not entirely

“a happy one.”

The Norton meteorite fell on February 18, 1948,

at 4:56 p.m. Many people saw it in flight, or heard

the explosions, or witnessed clouds of dust from its

disintegration as these slowly filtered down to earth,

but nobody saw where the main mass of the me- -

teorite came to earth. News of the event was flashed
at once to the Civil Air Patrol centers, since hardly

anybody thought of the incident as a meteorite fall.

One school of thought maintained almost from the .

beginning that it was a guided missile which the

Russians had sent over to land at the geographic
center of the United States— Norton is near there —

in order to let ‘‘ capitalistic warmongers” know how

good the Reds were getting with their new weapons.

Dime-Store Gadget From “Outer Space”

4 leas theory had to be looked into seriously be-
cause of some odd “evidence.” State police found

a farmer forty-some miles southeast of Norton whose

circumstantial account of the occurrence was most
peculiar. He had been out near his pigpen, he said,
when he heard a strange sound, and noticed some-

thing hovering right over his house. He ran toward
it and gota very good look, He declared it resembled
a four-foot length of stovepipe, with a hemispher

ball in front, and a tail that continually
while it hovered, After quitea dela’

Goosrayp TAA MONT I

ralanond ne search location of a reported meteorite before the hunt: University

of New Mexico’s Dr. Paul Healy, LaPaz, Richard George and Dr. Morris Hendrickson.

sensible. Doug examined the books on the farmer’s

table for science-fiction tales which might have given

him ideas, but found nothing of the sort.

Similar spooky ‘‘evidence” came from a mechanic

in a Norton garage. He heard the explosion, he said,

and ran outside to see about it. Something dropped

at his feet. He picked it up, and it was hot; it was

later identified as the metal casing of a pencil flash-

light. He said that the time between the explosion

and its fall was about right for it to have come down

from the sky. He was perfectly sure that the ex-

plosion was some of Stalin’s funny business. How tha

object fell as he claimed it did was not satisfact

explained until long after meteorites were recoj'TY 4

near Norton. Then a practical joker confessed hrplied
heated the thing in a flame and flung it over a often
ing to fall on Norton’s main street. ‘out-
The most widely held opinion was that the okilled

had been a plane in flames. Now, the business .

spotting the site of an airplane crash is similar t©

that of finding a fallen meteorite, and some of the

best help LaPaz gets comes from co-operative CAP

personnel. About two hours after the happenings at

Norton, a phone rang in Albuquerque, some 600

miles away, and Lt. R. E. Young, of the New Mexico

wing of the CAP, was giving LaPaz the news.

_ LaPaz got busy at once. His ensuing operations

had some of the precision and some of the uncer-

tainty of a first-rate military maneuver.
CAP officials continued to give invaluable help.

Over their radio network, at LaPaz’s request, they

asked for and got the names and addressesof people

who had seen the object in the air. Withina few

hours, LaPaz talked by long distance with five eye-

witnesses at the airfield at McCook, Nebraska. As

the names of other witnesses came in, he gathered
their evidence in person or by phone. His purpose

at this stage was to pinpoint the area of fall by map-

ing the lines of sight to the end point of the fire-

servers as possible. Two observations would have
been enough, provided they were perfectly accur..te
“andat different anglesto the fireball’s path. LaPaz—

ena the proc finding second base on a base
en
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(Continued from Page 29)

One witness was Creta Carter. She
was only eleven, but she gave one of the
best eyewitness reports LaPaz, got. She
lived in the Lown of Jennings, Kansas,
population 232. She had been taking
clothes off a line designed for grownups,
80 she was standing on tiptoe looking

right up into the sky when the fireball
appeared. She watched it till it van-

ished behind the town’s tallest build-
ing, and she was able to point out ex-
actly where she stood and where she
last saw the fireball. Her information
was translated into a line on the map.

Others gave comparable information
for other lines of sight to the end point,
and the place where all such lines

crossed had to be, barring sighting

errors, the approximate place of fall.

LaPaz outlined an oval fall area about

eight miles long and four miles wide,

and if was thought that fragments

might be found over most of the area,

with the biggest ones down in the far

end.

The theory was sound, the map was

fine, but the weather was foul. The first

search party found the ground covered

so deep with snow that they were lucky

to be able to keep their car on the roads

and did little in the way of searching

the fields. However, they did interview

a lot of people, told them the facts and

asked for their co-operation.

The second search party went in

after the weather moderated, and very

soon a dramatic thing happened. LaPaz

was driving every road in the area,

calling at every house, stopping every

car, questioning everybody he saw.

Two men were repairing a fence close

to the road on the big McKinley

Ranch, and LaPaz stopped to ask

them, as he did everybody else, ‘‘ Did

you see the fireball?”’

One of the men was Orville Manning,

a foreman for the McKinleys. ‘I didn’t

see it,” he said, “‘but my wife and boy

sure did.”

“Can you tell me what they saw?”

“They saw the whole thing. They

were out in the back yard.”

“Was there any sound? Did they

hear anything?”

“Tl say! My wife said it sounded

like the air was full of big snakes, hiss-

ing.”

If Orville Manning had said, ‘‘ Yon-

der is the Landmark Tree; the chest

with the gold is sixty paces due east,”

LaPaz could hardly have been more ex-

cited. Sounds of that kind, he knew,

could have been heard only when the

meteorite was near the end of its

journey. He made no more stops till he

was sitting on the edge of a kitchen

chair in the little frame house occupied

by the Mannings, and was talking to

Mrs. Manning and her son, Ralph De-

Wester, who was Orville’s stepson.

During this talk a boy whose horizon

had always been bounded by Kansas

wheatfields and Nebraska pastures

caught fire from the enthusiasm of a

treasure hunter with celestial horizons.

Doors were opened to a solar system of

which he knew nothing, and to worlds

beyond worlds. He had seen with his

own eyes a fireball that came from out

there, and now he was asked to help

find it, and was told it was important

to do so. Dreaming of these wonders,

he saddled his pony and rode thought-

fully, eyes to the ground, across the big

McKinley fields.
LaPaz had heavy teaching assign-

ments at that time, and had to get back

‘

ee t

to Albuquerque. He stuck around till
dark in order to waste as few daylight
hours as possible from a search soon
rewarded hy several discoveries of
orange-sized fragments of the meteor-

ite, made chiefly on Bill Tansill’s farm.
Then, after air-expressing the first mass
discovered to the Institute for Nuclear
Studies at the University of Chicago,
he took off for an all-night drive home.
The distance was 607 miles. He arrived
and heard the phone ring. It was a
long-distance call from the ranch own-
er's wife, Mrs. Haskell McKinley.

“What do you think that boy has
found!” she exclaimed.

LaPaz listened. Without a shave or
a change, he turned the car around and
started back.

He found that Ralph DeWester,
searching over ground already combed
by the institute party afoot, had been
able from his pony-back angle of vision
to spot a grass-fringed hole missed by

others. It could have been a gopher
hole. Ralph didn’t think so. He dis-
mounted and probed, and felt a solid

mass where no rock would ordinarily

be. He told Mrs. McKinley, and to-
gether they dug it up. It proved to be a
great stone that was still wrapped in

the buffalo grass it had gathered
around it as it hit. It was the wanted

treasure, an immense piece of the rarest
of all celestial gems, an achondrite.

Ralph's find scaled in at 131 pounds.
At the time — May 1, 1948 —it was the
largest meteorite of its kind ever found.
The fourteen-year-old boy had done
something that hardly anyone else has

ever done: seen a meteorite fall, then

recovered it. His share of the purchase

price was sufficient to take the Man-
ning family to California, where, to

the dismay of the McKinleys, who
hated to lose Orville, they stayed.

Ralph’s find was dwarfed, but his
glory was not diminished, by another
discovery, made in August. O. E. Gill,

on and near whose farm _ institute

parties had sought for the main mass of
the meteorite in April, was driving a

tractor across a field overgrown with

weeds and stubble when the heavy

machine started to capsize into a six-
foot crater that hadn’t been there the
last time the field was worked. Recall-
ing how LaPaz had insisted that the
biggest chunk of the meteorite had
landed thereabouts, Gill and his neigh-
bors probed into the shattered ground
and located the biggest mass of celestial
treasure ever seen to fall from heaven.
With the help of University of Ne-
braska scientists, LaPaz excavated this
giant mass from a depth of more than
ten feet and trucked it triumphantly
back to the University of New Mexico.
Calculations based on the volume and
density of the aerolite showed that it
weighed approximately 2360 pounds,

more than twenty times as much as

any stony meteorite of the same type

previously known. Conclusions as to

the effect of cosmic rays on this meteor-
ite, if any, have not been announced.

Not all of LaPaz’s important meteor-
itic work results from personal hunts.

He has spent much time studying

meteorite craters. There are about a

dozen of these, of proved meteoritic

origin, the largest being the Barringer

Crater near Canyon Diablo, Arizona;

and the most interesting from several

ints of view, according to LaPaz, be-

ing the Podkamennaya Tunguska

Craters in Siberia. In connection with

the latter, LaPaz has a theory which

should give prospective space travelers
something to think about. .

Meteorite crateys result from the im-

pact of very large meteorites. Asteroidal
masses of such size are known to be fly-
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many ways they are much more of a
mystery than the single crater near
Canyon Diablo. Experts from the Rus-
sian Academy of Sciences gathered an
immense amount of eyewitness infor-
mation on the spot, and then searched
long but futilely for meteorites in the
area cratered by the meteorite fall.
LaPaz, who collaborated in the prepa-
ration of translations of and critical
commentaries on the most important
Russian publications concerning the
Siberian meteorite fall, has proposed a
startling theory to explain the absence
of meteorites at the certainly meteoritic
Siberian craters.

The Russian meteorite fell on June
30, 1908, at about 8:00 in the morning.
It was spectacular and terrifying. Seis-
mographs 3000 miles away recorded
the resulting earth tremors. At a dis-
tance of about forty miles, a peasant,
S. B. Semenov, was thrown seven feet
off his front porch. Yegor Vlassov,
washing wool on a river bank, was
tumbled into the water. Everybody
close by had some startling experience.
Terrific destruction was done at the
point of impact. Vasily Ilyitch owned
some 1500 reindeer which ranged in the
forest where the meteorite fell. He

found a few charred carcasses after-
ward, but no living reindeer; and the
lrees over a vast area were blown down

and charred. Not one but many craters
were formed. However—and this is the
prime mystery—no meteorites at all

have been found in and around these
many craters, At the Barringer Crater

thousands of meteoritic fragments have

been picked up, and, in the opinion of
certain experts, a there indicate

that the main mass lies buried some

hundreds of feet Gown. How, then,
explain the lack of meteorites either on

the surface or underground at the

EVENING POST

Siberian sile? LaPaz has proposed anexplanation basedona theory of ‘'re-versed matter” pul forward by twofamous nuclear physicists, George Ga-mow and P. A. M. Dirac. The meat oftheir theory can be explained in twoquick sentences, but the implicationshave to be imagined.
An atom of ordinar

Physicists believe, consists of a centralNucleus with planetary electrons re-volving around il, the nucleus carrying4 positive charge of electricity and eachelectron a negative charge. Certaintheoretical considerations |ed Diracand Gamow to dream up another '‘in-side-out”” kind of matter in which theelectric charges are reversed so that theNucleus is negatively charged and iscircled by positively charged electrons,This strange kind of matter has beencalled contraterrene to distinguish itfrom Lerrene, or earth matter. If chunksof contraterrene and terrene matterwere to collide, complete annihilationof the smaller mass would ensue andthe huge amount of energy releasedwould blow things sky-high. LaPazlong ago Suggested that the Siberianmeteorite was composed of contra-lerrene material and that, for example,Vasily’s 1500 reindeer and the 80,000,-000 pine and larch trees blown down inthe area of fall were charred by the in-tense radiation released during theannihilation of this inside-out meteorite.As evidence that the Siberian fall isnot the only one wherein Contraterrenemeteorites have hit the earth, LaPazpoints out that several other meteor-itical mysteries are satisfactorily solvedby assuming that chunks of “reversed
matter” have from time to time tum-bled out of our skies. There is, for ex-
ample, the puzzle of the beautiful gem-like Libyan Desert silica glass found in
an area apparently quite devoid of
meteorites. Glassy melts of siliceous
materials have been found not only at
genuine meteorite craters like those at
Hanbury in Central Australia and at
Wabra, Arabia, but also at the Trinity-
A-bomb site near Alamagordo, New
Mexico, where the atomic age was
ushered in at dawn on July 16, 1945.
Evidently radiation from atom-bomb
blasts is just as competent to produce
silica glasses as the terrific heat gen-
erated by the high-speed impact of big
meteorites.

This being so, the heat energy re-
leased during the annihilation of a con-
traterrene meteorite that chanced to
fall in the Libyan sand dunes would
sheathe these dunes, like the floor of
the Trinity A-bomb Crater, with silica
glass, yet leave no recoverable meteor-
ite fragments.

Are there likely to be many masses of
contraterrene matter flying about in
space in addition to everything else?
LaPaz thinks there may be enough to
be worth worrying about. He has
proved mathematically that some me-
teorites which strike the earth come,
not from our own solar system, which
should all be made up of terrene mat-
ter, but from outer space; and il is
possible, he suggests, that, taking the
universe as a whole, ‘reversed matter
is just as common there as our familiar

terrene matter is here.

A person doesn’t have to be a spe-
cialist to hunt for meteorites or con-
tribute to the science. LaPaz hopes
that a lot of people will take it up. He
points out that a good many people
already have the happy habit of saving
“funny rocks” they come across. In

their collections a meteorite turns up
now’ and then. He was hunting a
meteorite recently seen to fall in North-

(Continued on Page 117)
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Fptinued from Page 115) for them afterward, LaPaz says, their
ew Mexico, when he inter- observations can be valuable. Peter

we farm wife who all her life had Hurd, the artist, was driving home to

Ba stones that caught her eye. his Sentinel Ranch, at San Patricio,

ed the ones she had col- New Mexico, early in the afternoon on

74 found two meteorites from March 6, 1951, and saw a mighty fire-

= When he led the O.S.U. ball. He watched it fall, then rushed

expedition in 1939 into the off an air-mail letter about it to the In-

eteorite Crater area in Texas, stitute of Meteoritics. In replying,

that cattlemen for years had LaPaz told him that perhaps never be-

‘ag iron meteorites that pro- fore had an artist such as he seen a

hove the ground surface to meteorite fall, and couldn’t he record

s horseshoe nails on, without permanently what he had seen. Hurd

he Jeast idea or concern what immediately made a colored sketch of

Bful range anvils were. it and gave it to the institute. The

Fs and outdoorsmen, LaPaz fidelity with which the artist repro-

Bye a fine chance to find meteor- duced every color detail as his trained

Dodson used to own arather eye saw it made his contribution scien-

bm near Ardmore, Oklahoma. tifically important.

me he crossed a certain eroding Airplane pilots have a particularly

e was drawn to an odd black good chance to see fireballs, and are

showed its nose above the trained observers. Many of them radio

it was completely different immediate news of anything they see

Blight buff sandstone which to the control tower in Albuquerque,

Haisormmon rock. Dodson worried and to the CAA traffic-contro] tower

igi! piece and found that it was at Kirtland Field, asking that LaPaz

ome kind. Thinking it might be told.

8 outcrop, .he asked many Two-state highway policemen, on

bout it, but for twenty-two patrol late at night some 200 miles east

[ho information. He sold his of Albuquerque, saw a fireball. They
he Government, and with radioed their headquarters in Santa Fe,

8 it went to make up Lake and officers there radioed the Albuguer-

ate Park. Dodson took a que office, and the latter notified La-

‘Last summer the Tucker Paz. The time was 1:00 a.m. He got

eum in the park employeda news of that fireball five minutes after

r, Allen Graffham, formerly it fell.

ersity of Nebraska, who had Occasionally an amateur gets the

bout the value of meteorites bug and goes for meteorites in a big

sapelped the institute dig up the way. When the Ardmore meteorite was

eorite. Dodson showed him being dug up, Joe Durham, of Okeene,

ock. Graffham felt sure it Oklahoma, became intensely inter-
porite and notified LaPaz. ested. He has since turned himself into

Bracteristic speed, Brother a one-man army to get fireball facts.

Dok off at once and drove all Asa radio ham, he has contacts by air
Bamine the find. It turned out with many people, and when a fireball

teorite, all right; moreover, of any kind is seen in his part of the

mo be the biggest of its par- world, he asks his brother hams for

ever found, the largest of any information they may have, and

Mpieces recovered weighing relays it to the institute and LaPaz.

epounds. Unlike the Norton It is not easy for an amateur to iden-

t came down when men tify a meteorite with certainty. There

ving in caves. are a few helpful tests. It is likely to be
B have a million chances to heavy. It may show metallic streaks or

wee fall, against the meteor- specks on a polished surface. A magnet
¥ ind even if they don’t hunt may attract it. The surface may look
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as if somebody had pressed his finger

tips into it while it was soft. But these

teats are not conclusive, and LaPaz has

made a atanding offer to make chemical

and microscopic Lesta on any atone sent

prepaid to the institute. If it is a

meteorite, he makes an offer to buy it.

The going price for a long time was

a dollar a pound. Inflation has upped

that to around two to five dollara a

pound, depending on the nature and

condition of the specimen, but the

value of a meteorite is mostly scientific,

not monetary.

Are meteorites dangerous when they

fall? Of course, if they hit you. But

LaPaz has shown mathematically how

small is the chance of a direct hit on

human beings. He estimated that the

average person presents to infalling

meteorites a target area of approxi-

mately two and three quarters square

feet. Multiplying this by the earth's

total population as enumerated or pre-

dicted for the period from 1700 to 2000

A.D., he found an average human target

area for the entire world of about 139

/ square miles—less than half the area

1 of New York City. LaPaz then found

there is about a fifty-fifty chance that.

during these three centuries one person

will get conked. So far the meteorites

have failed to score a bull’s eye.

LaPaz’s most dangerous ‘‘meteorite”’

came to him by parcel post from Dal-

hart, Texas, with $1.43 postage due on

it. The package was very small, but

weighed thirty-three pounds, and the

peculiar object inside, when measured

for specific gravity, appeared unbe-

lievably dense. LaPaz made the mis-

take of repeatedly hammering away at

the object, in order to get pieces for

tests, and he was ill for three months

afterward, his segmented white-blood-

corpuscle count going down alarmingly

to less than half the normal number. The

Geiger counter eventually told what the

object was, and the FBI came on the

run. Security stepped in to quiet specu-

lation, but the facts in the case made it

look as if a piece of uranium had been

filched from the AEC and cached in

Dalhart, perhaps for later delivery to

some foreign purchaser. It was lost

sight of until some boys playing jump-

out-of-the-tree stubbed their toes on it.

The editor of the Dalhart Texan, who

had met LaPaz during a Texas fireball

hunt, heard that the object showered

fancy sparks, and thought it might bea

meteorite; so he sent. it. to the institute.

Since then, no package is opened there

until tested with a Geiger counter.

One difficulty a meteoriticist en-

counters nowadays is the great number

of new fireball-like things seen in the

skies that never were there before.

About flying saucers, LaPaz has noth-

ing al all to say; he often gets reports,

but passes them on to those authorized

to investigate. “Green fireballs” are

different. Their yellow-green color, he

says, is quite unlike the blue-green of

magnesium-rich stony meteorites, and

this color difference is only one of their

singularities. They have taken a lot of

his time recently, and he doubts that

they originate outside the earth. He

rather thinks they are some form of

guided missile undergoing test; and be-

cause nothing is found at the point

where they disappear, he suspects they

carry built-in means of self-deatruc-

tion. A schoolteacher in Macon, Geor-

gia, aware of this peculiarity, sent him

some black carbonaceous ashes which

she found mysteriously on her front

walk, and wondered if they were the

remains of a green fireball. They were

almost as much of a mystery to LaPaz,

until Mrs. LaPaz identified them as

‘crumbs of burned toast.

May 16,

Born in Wichita, Kansas, in

LaPaz almost at once turned

chance to enter his father’s

business in favor of his life

grandfather, George Strode,

interest in the skies when he

carry him around in his arms to

at clouds, stars and other hea

jects. His mother, who had

tastes and some training in

told him all that she knew. In

when he was only seven, some

fireball passed over Wichita, and

coln told his mother he wanted

right out and hunt for it. She

precedent by discouraging the idea,

by the time he was nineteen he

going full tilt and had spoiled a

alarm clock to make a device ~

called a meteor-durimeter that ren

a quick succession of beats picked

earphones at his meteor-observing

tion on top of the house. The

was to time the small part of a

falling star was visible.

LaPaz spent endless hours

observations, and in 1916 pu

first scientific paper on the d

in Popular Astronomy, which was

the bible of meteoriticists.

seven years and dozens of

papers later, LaPaz picked up the

lishing ball himself and helped

at the University of New

Meteoritics, the new official

the Meteoritical Society,

zKkkKKKK KS

A man can take just so

hack talk from his wife—then

doesn’t hear a thing.

—ANTHONY J. PETTITO

kKkKkkkkkK k *t

jointly with Dr. Frederick C.

of U.C.L.A.

LaPaz helped to put himself

Fairmont College, in Wichita, by teae

ing in high school while still a cole

freshman, and by working summer

an instrument man on oil-field surve

He went on after graduation to ft

Universities of Harvard and Chica

collecting advanced degrees and-

National Research Council Fellows

in mathematics, then taught at Da

mouth, Chicago and Ohio State. In19

he was granted leave from OSU.

accept an OSRD appointment at Ni

Mexico Proving Ground, where

worked, among other things, on

ballistics of the proximity-fused she

Later during the war he became te

nical director of the Operations Anal

sis Section at the headquarters of {

2nd Air Force. In 1945, sold on theck

skies of the arid Southwest as an id

region in which to observe meteorsa

hunt for meteorites, he resigned |

professorship at Ohio State and becar

head of the department of mathemat

and astronomy and director of thel

stitute of Meteoritics at the Universi

of New Mexico.

What rewards does the life of

meteoriticist hold out for a young m

in search of a career? That, LaP

says, depends on the young man’s de

nition of rewards. If it’s mainly mon

he wants, he might do better elsewhe

If it’s the thrill of scientific explorati

at a time when new discoveries |

coming thick and fast in a rapidly:

veloping field, the science might

just his meat.

And if, perhaps, it’s a seat on

first space-ship trip to the moont

he wants—well, they'll surely be

to use.,a smart meteoriticist, we

they? THE
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THREE HOURS THAT SHOOK THE PRESS
By Jaimey Jaime H. Shandera & William L. Moore

copyright 1990, JHS/WLM
All Rights Reserved

— ~ ~ a

he afternoon of July 8
started out to be not much differed
than any other. Not boring fora yo <a
reporter lor the Fort Worth ys ung
ram, but just anotherday. Li id

J. Bond iohnson realize that sono
assignment he was about to be handed oa
surface and be the center of controversy

re
forty years later.

over

He was working the afternoon shift from 1 to 8

It was a morning paper, with principal editions
going to press at midnight and 2am, and an
early edition known as “the bulldog” which hit
the streets just before 9pm. Bond, a recently

discharged cadet in the Army Air Corps, was
the kind of reporter who always kept acamera
in the trunk of his car just in case it might be
needed. He was proud of his recently pur-
chased, new 4x5 Speedgraphic.

The ee editor saw Johnson around 4 O’clock
inthe alternoon as near as he can recall. Think-
ing back over forty years trying to retrace your

steps is not an easy task. However there were

certain events that were to unfold that would
leave an indelible impression on him. Working
with the key elements that Bond is absolutely
unequivocal on, a reconstruction of the events
of the assignment the city editor gave him is
both possible and significant.

The city editor asked if Bond had his camera

with him. When he answered in the affirma-
tive, he was then told to hurry out to General
Ramey’s office. The editor said that the wire
services had abreaking story about those flying
discs that had been seen in almost every state
in the union. It seemed the Army had recov-
ered a crashed disc in New Mexico and it was
now over at Ramey’s Office. When Bond related
this story to the authors through four inter-
views spanning several months he proved tobe

an excellent witness. If he had been crystal
clear on all the natty details of forty years ago

he would have been somewhat suspect. But
any young reporter inthe post warera who was
given an assignment to go to the commandin
general's office at Ei hth Army Air Forces Heaa-
quarters, Fort Worth Army Air Field, wouldn't
be likely to ever forget it. Nor would he be

likely to ever forget what happened next.

et over to Brig.It took about 20 minutes to
ince Bond rou-Gen. Roger Ramey’s Office.

tinely covered the base for the paper, and was
an officer in the Civil Air Patro which held
weekly activities there, he needed onlyto show

his press pass and head over to the general's
office, What did strike him as peculiar was the
fact that he was to go to a general's office to
view a crashed disc. It would be standard

rocedure to go tothe base Publi i) c Information

othe tO}. and be directed to a hangar or
oral eens iew something --- but to agen-

Mies he entered the general's office, he was
et y Brig. Gen. Roger Ramey and his Chiefof
2 , Col. Thomas Dubose. There was no one
e inthe relatively large office. Onthe floor in

| e middle of the room where the conference
able had stood was a bunch of rather unim-

pressive debris. What struck Bond immedi-
ately was an acrid odor, something like burned

rubber, only there was no evidence of rubber in

the room. Lying on the carpet, partially on a

long sheet o brown wrapping paper, were two

kinds of debris. The larger quantity consisted
of pieces of a gray foil-like material and what

appeared to besticks. The other material wasa

pile of black chunks no bigger than a fist. These
chunks would best be described as looking like

hard plastic today, but at the time Bon had
neverseen anythingquite like it.

Again, it is the things that are out of the ordi-
nary that stick in one’s mind. Bond couldn't
imagine why a general would want this junk on
his carpet. Bond touched the foil-like material
and discovered that it was very light, but rigid.
not like anything he was familiar with. He
asked the general what it was and Ramey an-

swered something to the effect that he didn’t
know what inhellit was.

But Bond’s objective was to get a picture and
Fee it back to the paper as quickly as he could.

is problem was there wasn’t much of a photo

opportunity. He asked Gen. Ramey to kneel
down on the other side of the debris, which he
did, and propped up a piece of the foil-like
material. He took that picture. He then asked
Col. Dubose to join the general in the shot.
Dubose sat in the chair closest to the general
and held the pro ped-up piece. It is clear from
the picture tha they both smiled that self-
conscious kind of a smile that this was an im-
portant picture and that they were someho

w
more important for being init.

That was all the film Bond had with him and
there didn't seem to be anything eis he could
do with the scene anyway. hile hurrying back

struck him as
the newspaper, another thin ;

why = Ramey in full uniform with jacket
ce? Dubose had an open

d hat on in his 0

collar, no jacket and no hat. standard for being
inan office.

on arrived back at the paper sometime

Joon s O'clock; a fact he is sure of because he
recalls thatthe day shift had already left. There
was a major flurry of activity at the paper. Two
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weather balloon. He was briefed, then met the
reporters that were there with a torn balloon
that was handed to him. It’s important to note
that he was not called in to examine debris to
determine if he knew what it was; he was told
up front what to say, and he was also ordered
not to answer any questions. What he identi-

fied was handed to him, it was not what was on
Ramey’s floor. But at what point did this occur?
He stated that he was alone on his shift when he
received word that the general had personally
ordered him to leave his post. That would pa
him on the second shift and place the time after
6 O’clock— three hours from the time the first
story hit the wires. But Newton wasn’t the first
to tell the press the weather balloonstory.

Accordingto the Dallas Morning News, July9,
Maj. E.M. Kirton, Intelligence Officer at Fort
Worth Army Air Field, gave the whole weather
balloon/radar device story to their reporter at
5:30pm. The article ends by quoting Newton
from a later AP dispatch. Maj. Kirton was also
the one interfacingwith the F.B.I.

If the intelligence officer could identify the
debris why did Newton have to be ordered
over? Something happened to cause the mili-
tary to do an about face. The Washington Post
even reports a temporary news blackout was
clamped on Roswell. Why? Ifthe material had
been shifted to Fort Worth, what difference di it
make what Roswell was saying? For threehours the press was havinga Feld day monitor-
ing the goings-on between New Mexico and
Texas and Washington. It would have been
interesting to have seen all the wire traffic as
the story was constantly Shae By choosing
a lowly warrant officer to front the cover story
for the wire services, it would help in playing
down the story. Newton and his story were
nowhere around when Bond Johnson took his
pictures.

Sitting in Johnson’s living room going over the
photographs and several clippings he has, a
number of facts emerged. There were at least
six pictures taken ofindividuals with the debris
in Ramey’s office. The first thing that strikes
you is that the material is unimpressive. In fact,
until you look at full 8x10 blow-ups of some of

the negatives with amagnifying glass, you don't
realize that the material on the floor holds its

shape. This gives credence to the statements
that the pieces, unlike tin foil, were stiff. This

was Said by every individual who handled the

material, including Johnson. The material in

the photograph is not highly reflective, and

every person who handled it described it as

gray, or “like alead foil.” No one described it as

highly reflective. Yet every description of the
target device it was supposed to be character-
izes such devices as “silvery” and highly reflec-
tive.

Continued examination of the photographs,
even those that we only had from newspaper
photocopies, reveals that all six photos were
taken in the same room with the same debris.
It is actually possible to match up certain com-
mon shapes in each photo. But if Bond had
been there before the cover story set in, and if,
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as has been suggested, an actual weath -vice was brought in to replace it, tian wiwould the pictures that were obviously takenafter Bond show the same debris?
pnough. this fact supports Bond's story. Bondtook his two pictures and left. The AP was soanxious to get these pictures that they set upaportable wire machine, from Dallas— not aneffort they would likely go to for a weather
balloon. The pictures hit the wire. Then the
cover story sets in. But they can’t retrieve the
pictures. The only advantage they have is that
the debris looks ordinary. So, they allow addi-
tional pictures to be taken by the now growing
press contingent onthe base.

But itis clear that others were not accorded the
Same access that Bond was. In his interview
with Moore _( well Inci ) Maj. Mar-
cel maintained that the debris in the two pho-
tos with him is the real stuff. But, he states that
the reporter that took them was allowed in the
room only far enough to take the pictures. He
was not allowed to touch the stuff, and he was
thentaken out ofthe room. Marcel, forhis part,
was not allowed to talkto the reporters, and
was ultimately ordered back to Roswell. A
second picture of Ramey and Dubose was taken
and this time they weren't smiling. They looked
very grim. This last photo, along with one of
Newton, were taken by a United Press photog-
rapher. Marcel maintained that the more im-
pressive debris remained on the plane under

guard, ready to go on to Wright Field. He did
notgettoaccompanyit.

There exists a fascianting contrast in the AP

story carried in the Los Angeles Times of July
9, 1947. There is Newton’s weather balloon
story, with the 100 gram balloon, and a little
further on the fact that the device was scat-
tered over a square mile of the ranch. Every
witness to the scene of recovery described the
debris as covering a very large area. That
debris was not the device that Newton de-
scribed to the press. Having been ordered
away from his post ee general, briefed by a
colonel, being told that an object had been
found by a major which the general had de-
cided was a weather balloon and which he was
to identify as such for reporters, being handed
a torn balloon in front of reporters but with
specific instructions not to answer their ques-
tions, and not having heard anythingabous the
fying disc story before, must have been quite
mind-boggling for the poor fellow. But Newton
played the part well and stuck to what he had
een told to do, which was to identify a device

he was allegedly familiar with. He never ques-
tioned what was on the floor of the general’s
office, even when he had his picture taken with
it. Why should he? He was outranked and in
good company. He was then sent on, left to
ponder what it might all have been about.

Of added note here is another less heralded
story by the AP, datelined Washington, July 8.
It reads in part:

Army weather experts in Washington discount any
idea that such weather targets might be the basis for
the scores of reports of “flying discs.”



_1 Gen. Donald N. Yates, Chiefof the AAF Weath

BD. said during the war the radar target methodof
Se d checking was standard practice because of the
high degree of accuracy needed.

The Weather Bureau Saidit uses none of the radar
target balloons at land stations. Some are used trom
oast Guard vessels in the Atlantic, Bureau officials

gaid, butthey normally blow eastward toward Europe.

Between the Army and the Weather Bureau, hundreds
of weather balloons without the metallic target are

released daily from points allover the country.

For ordinary purposes, Gen. Yates told a reporter, the
AAF uses balloon-borne radio sondes much on the
order employedby the Weather Bureau, tracking them

with radio direction finders.

Those instruments consist of a milky-white balloon five
or six feet in diameter with the automatic radio trans-
mitting apparatus suspended below in a Package
about cigar box size.

Well, so Newton was a little off. At least he was
close and the general was satisfied with his
performance. So many stories to post, so much
competition, so little time. The military bravely
protected the nation during the war, why would
they lie to the public now? There were other
breaking stories to cover. After all, the stuffon
the general’s floor looked like a bunch ofjunk.
It just wasn’t exotic enough looking to capture
the imagination ofthe media.

It seems clear that Bond’s story holds up and
sheds new light on the events. The photo-
graphs show the actual debris from the flying
disc from Roswell. Ramey had on his full uni-

form because he knew the press would want to
take pictures. Why else would he have the stuff

brought to his office? So many papers carried

the story the following morning because the

editors had been following the events coming

over the wire and the fact that many radio

stations had carried it the day before. Ramey

even went on the radio (see The Roswell Inci-

dent) to throw water on the disc story. No one

ever challenged him on the “25 feet in diame-

ter” statement. It got lost in the rush. There

were numerous press people around, but he

chose to use the radio as a way of avoiding an

actual press conference. But why the change?

Why the need tosuddenly stop the interest?

Perhaps the answer is in the controversial Eis-
enhower Briefing Document (one of the MJ-12

documents). The discovery (by Shandera) in

1990 of the ral story is extremely

Important in that it shows for the first time that

Statements were coming out of Roswell that
relate directlyto statements madein that docu-
ment (for example, the curious references in
both sources to the apparent lack of a power
Plantinthe wreckage). The Eisenhower Brief-

ing Document also states that on July 7,asecret

operation was begun to assure recovery ofthe
wreckage in Roswell for scientific study. That
is the same day that the first pieces of debris

gathered by Marcel and Cavitt arrived at the

Roswell base. It seems likely that Ramey was
informed that same evening, and through him,
headquarters in Washington. AP states in one

story that the crashed disc was flown to Fort

Worth from Roswell at 10:00am the morning of
the 8th. It’s notout ofthe question that Ramey,or
even Vandenberg approved the first press re-

lease. The cover story also contained the state-

ment that the PIO at Roswell, Walter Haut, was
strongly rebuked for the release. Haut, how-

ever, strongly denies that.

The Eisenhower Briefing Document goes on to

say that:

During the course of this operation, aerial re-

connaissance discovered that four small hu-

man-like beings had apparently ejected from

the craft at some point beforeit exploded. These

had fallen to earth about two miles east of the

wreckage site. All four were dead and badly

decomposed due to action by predators and

exposure to the elements during the approxi-

mately one week time period which had elapsed
before their discovery.

Since the explosion and crash happened on

July 2, it could well have been that the bodies

were confirmed on the afternoon of July 8,

approximately one week later. It could also be
that strange metallic debris was exciting to the

military and press— but bodies were a whole

different matter. When that discovery was

made, Washington ordered Ramey to get the

reporters offthe story in ahurry. Shut it down.

Hence the illogical weather balloon story was

just another crazy conclusion to another flying

disc story, most of which were not being treated
very seriously at the time anyway in the public

media. The press bought it and moved on.

Today, J. Bond Johnson, PhD, is a clinical psy-
chologist who makes his home with his wife in
Southern California. His career has been ex-
emplary. He has a degree in journalism, spent
18 years as an ordained United Methodist min-
ister, and holds both masters and doctorate
degrees in psychology. He is also aretired U.S.
Army colonel who worked as a psychological
operations expert for the National Security
Council under Gen. Scowcroft, Henry Kissin-
ger and Alexander Haig. There seems abso-
lutely no reason to doubt his integrity and his
honesty.

END

neW Doe
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ROSWELL REVISITED:
THE ANATOMY OF A COVER-UP

By William L. Moore & Jaime Shandera
In Cooperation with Stanton T. Friedman

Copyright 1989: WLM/JHS/STF All Rights Reserved

t all began on the evening of July 2nd,
1947, when a bright, disc-shaped object
passed low over the city of Roswell, New
Mexico, travelling in a northwesterly di-

rection. The event was a typical UFO

sighting, one of literally hundreds of similar

events being reported all over the country that

same week. Whether or not it bears any con-
nection to the subsequent events which have
come to be known as “The Roswell Incident”
remains strictly amatter of conjecture. What is
known is that at a point about 75 miles north-
west of the city, over a remote area of desert
ranch land and during a violent thunder and
lightning storm, a flying object, very possibly
the same one, seems to have suffered atremen-
dous on-board explosion which resulted in the
crash of whateverthis strange device was.

The wreckage was discovered the next morn-
ing by local ranch manager W.W. “Mac” Brazel,
in company with two of his children. Because
Brazel had no telephone or other means of
communication, he did not report his discov-
ery until several days later when he went to
Roswell. A preliminary investigation was
undertaken and a quantity of wreckage was
subsequently recovered by Maj. Jesse Marcel,
staffintelligence officer forthe Army AirForces
at Roswell Field, in company with Counter-
Intelligence Corps officer Sheridan W. “Cav’

Cavitt. Upon the return of Marcel and Cavitt to
Roswell, an official press statement was re-

leased by Lt. Walter Haut, base Public Informa-

tion Officer, to the effect that the wreckage ofa

crashed flying disc had been recovered by the
Army Air Forces north of Roswell. Haut re-

leased the statement to the press upon direct

order from base commander Col. William Blan-

chard. Meanwhile, Marcel was ordered to load
his debris on a B-29 and fly it to Wright Field

(now Wright-Patterson AFB) in Ohio for exami-

nation, with an intermediate stop at 8th Air

Force headquarters in Ft. Worth, Texas.

Upon arrival] at Ft. Worth, Gen. Roger M. Ra-
mey took charge of the wreckage, ordered

Marcel! and others who had been on the plane

not to talk to reporters, and issued astatement

in direct opposition to the Roswell press re-

lease, stating that everything had been a re-
grettable misunderstanding and that what had
been recovered was really nothing more than
the remains ofa wrecked weather balloon with
an attached tinfoil radar target. Meanwhile,
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the real wreckage was on its way to Wright
Field under armed guard, Marcel was on his
way back to Roswell, and rancher Brazel had
been picked up and taken out of circulation (he
was held incommunicado for nearly a week)
while the ranch site was picked clean of every
shred of debris and other evidence.

A news leak out of Albuquerque via press wire
to the effect that all this was going on was
plugged by interrupting the transmission and
then warning the radio station in question, and
one other, not to broadcast the item. Forced to
deal with the problem ofthe premature Roswell
press release, however, Ramey cleverly shifted
media attention to himselfat Ft. Worth. It was
this piece of adroit maneuveringthat succeeded

in convincing press and radio reporters that all

of the excitement was over a misidentified

weather balloon. Fortunately, the newsmen

bought the ruse without a great deal of ques-

tioning and all wassecure by the next morning.

Did a UFO crash to earth near Roswell, as

alleged, inthe summer of 1947? Has the wreck-

age and possibly the remains of recovered alien

bodies been concealed by our government be-

neath a heavy blanket of secrecy ever since?
Incredible asit may seem, the evidence strongly
suggests that such an event did in fact occur.

Investigation into the Roswell saucer crash
began in Morris, Minnesota on a forty-degree
below zero evening in January, 1977 following a
discussion (over pizza) between Bill Moore and
Stan Friedman. Pieces of what appeared to be
the same story emerged during that exchange
of information and we decided to try to investi-
gate further. The result was a series of inter-
views with nearly 100 different individuals who
were able to provide pieces ofinformation about
the incident, more than thirty of whom had
experiencedsome first-hand involvement with
it. Considering these numbers alone, the
Roswell crash ranks as one of the most exten-
sively investigated UFO incidents on record—
a feat made even more remarkable by the fact
that the event had occurred more than thirty
years before any investigation was undertaken.

In the latter part of 1980, Bill Moore succeeded
in publishing, with co-author Charles Berlitz,
what now must be considered a very prelimi-
nary account of this case in a book entitled The
Roswell Incident (NY: Grosset & Dunlap). The



-< currently available as a Berkley paper-pook snd should be read by ani aie a
pack. ¢ interest in the affair. The bulk of theeri cht presented in that volume was done by
send Stanton, but it was Berlitz who com-

Bil ed most ofthe actual text of the manuscript
por for that reason was listed as the book's

principal auLOr
ning tothe Roswellincident itself, itseems
at this point to offer a general Summary
evidence accumulated to date, and to

Fen elaborate upon it piece by piece as this
nper progresses. This will enable readers to

Povelop a sense of perspective with respect to
tne many parameters of this case without be-
coming immediately overwhelmed by a host of
<mall details. At the same time, the depth and
preadth of the on-going investigation can be

readily perceived and appreciated.

etulr

Motul
of the

An account of the appearance of a UFO over
Roswell at about 9:50 PM on the evening of July
ond can be found in the Roswell Daily Record

for July 8, 1947. The object, which was seen
travellingtowards the northwest,was described
as ‘a big, glowing object... (shaped like) two
inverted saucers faced mouth-to-mouth.” Mr.
Paul Wilmot of Roswell confirmed the accu-
racy of this description to Bill Moore during an
interview in 1981. Paul’s parents, Mr. and Mrs.
Dan Wilmot (both deceased)had been the prin-
cipal witnesses to the incident, and Paul was
able to vividly recall their discussion of it fol-
lowing the event. Prior to his death several

years ago, he was interviewed concerning his

recollections on aRoswell television station.

Weatherreportsin contemporary issues ofboth

the Albuquerque Tribune and Journal confirm

that there were thunder and lightning storms

that night in the area to the northwest of

Roswell. In addition, both William (Bill) Brazel,
son of rancher W.W. “Mac’ Brazel, and former

intelligence officer Lt. Col. (then Maj.) Jesse
Marcel have independently recalled “Mac”
Brazel’s having commented after the crash
about having heard an unusual explosion of
some kind “which was different from ordinary
thunder” during the storm which passed over

his ranch house on the night in question. Sev-

eral ranchers living in the area have told Bill

Moore that such storms are not uncommon at

that time of the year, and that frequently there

is more thunder and lightning associated with
them than there is rain.

The events surrounding the recovery and na-

ture of the wreckage found by Mac Brazel are
corroborated by more than twenty different
people, virtually all of whom were interviewed

independently of one another and many of
alle have subsequently told their stories to
he public media. These include Lt. Col. Jesse

v2rcel (d.’86); his son Jesse Marcel, MD (who
Bill asi lire at the time); Mac Brazel’s children
ink, aul and Bessie (Schreiber),his daughter-

aw Shirley (Bill’s wife— they were married

in 1947), his sister Lorrene Ferguson (d.'83) and
his uncle Hollis Wilson; Mr. Walt Whitmore Jr.,
who was about twenty at the time and is the son
of Walt Sr. who owned Roswell radio station
KGFL; Mr. Frank Joyce, former newsman an
announcer for KGFL; Mr. Louis “Bill” Rickett,
former Counter-Intelligence Corps a ent at
the Roswell Army Air Base; Mr. Art Mc uiddy,
former editor of the old Roswell Dispatch; and
Brazel neighbors Mr. Floyd Proctor (d. 87) and
his wife Loretta; Mr. and Mrs. Lyman Strick-
land; Archie and Geraldine Perkins;and Ernest
Dishman. Eight of these who actually handled
bits of wreckage have independently provided
corroborative descriptions of what they had
seen and touched. Based on these statements,
we know that the bulk of the wreckage con-
sisted ofa large quantity of metallic-like foil
of an extremely thin and durable nature, re-
sembling dull aluminum or lead foil in color.
Numerous descriptions of this material have

been provided to us and they are remarkably
consistent:

-"(It) could not be bent or broken...or even

dented (permanently)by asixteen pound sledge
hammer. Almost weightless. ...like a metal
with plastic properties.” (Lt. Col. Marcel)

-’Foil-like... very thin, metallic-like but not
metal, and very tough.” (Dr. Marcel)

-"It was asort of aluminum-like foil. Some of
(these) pieces had asort oftape stuck to them...

(but) even though the stuff looked like tape it

could not be peeled off or removed at all. It (the
foil) was very light in weight but there sure was

a lot of it.” (Bessie Brazel Schreiber— about 12

years oldatthe time)

-"(It was) very much like lead foil in appear-

ance but could not be torn or cut at all. ...ex-
tremely light in weight.” (Walt Whitmore Jr.)

-”...something on the order of tinfoil except

that (it) wouldn't tear.... You could wrinkle it
and lay it back down and it immediately re-

sumed its original shape. ...quite pliable, but
you couldn’t crease or bend it like ordinary
metal. Almost like a plastic, but definitely

metallic in nature. Dad once said that the

Army (Alr Force) had once told him it was not

anything made by us.” (William Brazel)

-"...very strong and very light. You could bend
it but couldn't crease it. As farasI know, noone
ae figured out what it was made of.” (Bill
ickett

Both Floyd and Loretta Proctor provided
similar descriptions.

In addition to the metallic wreckage, there was
a variety of other types of debris, the most
interesting of which, by far, was alarge quantity
of what appeared to be beams or small rods
covered with unusual symbols which may have
been writing. Once again, the descriptions
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provided by those who saw it are surprisingly
similar:

"(There were) small beams about 3/8" or 1/2"
square with some sort of hieroglyphics onthem
that nobody could decipher. They looked some-

thing like balsa wood, and were about the same

weight, except that they were not wood at all.
They were very hard, although flexible, and
would not burn... or even smoke. ...(the sym-

bols on them) were pink and purple.” (Lt. Col.
Marcel)

-"Imprinted alongthe edge ofsome ofthe beam

remnants there were hieroglyphic-type char-

acters... pink and purple.. except I don’t think

there were any animal figures present as there

are intrue hieroglyphics.” (Dr. Marcel)

-"Some ofthese pieces had something like num-
bers and lettering on them, but there were no
words we were able to make out. (When these)
were held up to the light they showed what

looked like pastel flowers or designs.... The

figures were written out like you would write

numbers in columns... but they didn’t look like

the numbers we use at all. What gave me the

idea they were numbers... was the way they

were all ranged out incolumns.” (Bessie Brazel

Schreiber)

-"...some small beams that appeared to be ei-

ther wood or wood-like. Some of the material

had a sort of writing on it which looked like

numbers which had eitherbeen added or multi-

plied U.e.incolumns).” (Walt WhitmoreJr.)

-"..some wooden-like particles... like balsa

wood in weight, but a bit darker in color and

much harder.... It was pliable, but wouldn’t

break. (it) weighed nothing, but you couldn't
scratch it with your fingernail. All] had wasa
fewsplinters. ...Dad did say one time that there
were what he called ‘figures’ on some of the

pieces he found. He often referred to the petro-
givphs the ancient Indians drew on the rocks

around here as ‘figures’ too, and I think that’s
what he meant to compare them with.” (Bill

Brazel)

It is important to note here that the “few splin-

ters” Bill Brazel refers to were pieces he picked

up from the crash site following a rainstorm

severa] weeks or perhaps a few months after
the military people had left the area. One

evening still later, Bill was sitting in a local
tavern when he made the mistake of mention-

ing that he had picked up a few pieces of the
wreckage himself, and was keeping them ina
Cigar bux at home. The next day, as Bill recalls
it, an Air Force officer named Armstrong
showed up at the ranch and ‘strongly SUg-
gested’ that it would be Bill's patriotic duty to
turn over the pieces he had found to his govern-

ment. After Bil) had done so, Armstrong re-
quested that Bill conduct him and several en-

listed men to the spot where these pieces of
wreckage had been found. Armstrong then
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spent the next few hours directing the enlisted
men to pace the entire area with arms linked in
an effort to determine if there were any more
pieces that had been overlooked. Upon finding
none, he provided Bill with a phone number
and instructed him to call if any more pieces
should turn up in the future. Bill said that he
would do so, but never needed to because no
more pieces were ever found.

Accordingto Lt. Col. Marcel, the largest pieces
he saw were perhaps three or four feet across.
He tried to piece some of these together, likea
jig-saw puzzle, in order to get some idea of the
size of the object before it broke up, but was
unable to do so. His best estimate, based upon

the amount of wreckage present and his efforts

to piece some of it together, was that “One of

the fellows... managed to get about ten square

feet (of fragments) together, but it wasn’t enough

to get any idea of the general shape of the

object itself. Whatever it was, it was big.” Ina

later conversation, Jesse identified “big” as
“maybe twenty-five or thirty feet in diameter;

maybe more. There was a lot of material out

there.’

In the official press release of July 8, 1947,
however, is a statement that Mac Brazel had
“stored the disc until such time as he was able

to contact (the authorities).” When asked about

this, Bill Brazel said that he recalls someone

having told him that his father had dragged a

large section of the wreckage, a piece perhaps

ten or twelve feet across, under acattle shelter

with his pick-up truck. Bill said, however, that
he had not personally seen this and that it was

not his father who had mentioned this to him
even though he was unable to recall just who
the source ofthe information had been. Neigh-

bor Floyd Proctor told a similar story, and said
he got it from Mac Brazel himself when Mac
came over to his place totell him about the find.
And finally, Frank Joyce says that he recalls

Brazel having told him, in his first story (about

which more later) that he had dragged a large
chunk of the object into a shelter of some sort;
but in his second story, told after Brazel had
agreed to cooperate with the military, “every-

thing had been changed so it sounded like
there wasn't anything to it at all. His whole

story was different. That was the story they put
into the papers— about the thing being all

sticks and tinfoil, and only about the size ofa
cabinet, or a safe, or something. They even
tried to change the dates as I recall it.” (More
on Frank Joyce's story later.) Also significant
here is that teletype operator Lydia Sleppy who
had attempted to put the story on the press
wire out of Albuquerque only to have the trans-
mission stopped in mid sentence, recalls re-
porter Johnny McBoyle having described the
object to her (over the phone from Roswell) as
looking “like a big crumpled dishpan* and tell-
ing her that “some rancher (had) hauled it
under a cattle shelter with his tractor.” (More
on this lateras well.)



The story doesn’t end here, however 1
tent investigation has uncovered a emiionti
corroborative testimony relating to the events
surrounding the official Army Air Forces press
release from Roswell and the subsequent, and
highly ie ieee efforts by Gen. Roger M. Ra-
mey at kt. WO o putalidonth TM.

the cat got outofthe bag. e affair before

with respect to the initial press releas
base Public Information Officer, 1st Lt Wwaikee
Haut, has confirmed that he was the one who

actually wrote the release and had it distrib-
uted tothe Roswell media. Haut, who wrotethe
press statement at the personal command of
base commander Col. William Blanchard, says
he asked the colonel for permission to viewthe

wreckage, and was told “You don’t need to see
it; just do as you are told!” Blanchard's former

wife, Emily Simms, told Friedman that her hus-
band knew that the wreckage he had sent to Ft.
Worth had nothing to do with a weather bal-

loon. “At first he thought it might be Russian
because ofthe strange symbols on it,” she said.
“Later on, he realized it wasn’t Russian either.
He knewit wasn’t anything made by us.”

Brig. Gen. Woodrow P. Swancutt (USAF,retd.),
longtime personal friend of Blanchard’s also
recalled the incident “because there was so

much notariety about it.” “It was supposed to
have been one ofthe first UFOs in hand (!),” he

said in an interview with Moore. “At first Blan-

chard thought he had something. There was

considerable communication between him and
Ramey and it took some time before Ramey

identified it as a radar sonde (balloon).” Swan-

cutt said he did not know anything about where

the material was sent or who had made state-

ments as to the result, but he indicated that
Blanchard seemed “quite content” to accept
whatever explanation was given So long as the

matter was out of his hands.

Brig. Gen, Thomas J. DuBose (USAF, Retd.),
former adjutant to Gen. Ramey’s staff at Ft.
Worth and a full colonel at the time, also re-

called the incident vividly. According to his
account, Ramey had received “orders from on

high” to ship the wreckage directly to Wright
Field in Ohio by special plane, and that Ramey

had taken complete personal charge of the
matter at the Ft. Worth end. “Everyone else,
said DuBose, “just followed orders.” As for the

weather balloon story, it was a complete fabri-
cation designed to get the reporters “off (Ra-
mey’s) back in a hurry (and) put out the fire at
thesame time.”

In a 1984 interview with Friedman, DuBose
recalled that Ramey’s “orders from on high

had come from Gen. Clements McMullen(d. 56)
at the Pentagon who, in essence had instructed

Ramey not to get involved with the public on
this matter under any circumstances. He char-
acterized McMullen as a crusty old general of
the “old school” who felt the public should be
told “as little as possible about anything. He

also thought he had heard somewhere that
Blanchard had “personally interviewed the
rancher (Mac Brazel) about the device . but
admitted this was not something he knew to be
so first-hand.

The man in charge of weather forcasting and
plotting for the Ft. Worth tower at the time was

Warrent Officer Irving Newton. In an interview

with Moore, Newton recalled having received
orders from Gen. Ramey to come to his office at
headquarters where he was presented with
and asked to identify the shredded pieces ofa
Rawin radar target— a flimsy device made of
aluminum foil which can be attached to weather
balloons and lofted to high altitudes where
radar tracking can provide excellent dataabout
wind velocities. On the floor of the general Ss
office a large quantity of similar-appearing de-
bris had been spread out on brown paper. When
asked whether the men at Roswell should have
been able to identify such material on theirown

without havingto bringit to Ft. Worth by special
plane, Newton replied that they “certainly
should have.”

Newton was able to recall the details of hi
s

experience quite clearly because, he said, he
was the only person in the tower that evening

when an urgent call came through from ‘some

bird colonel in General Ramey’s office” (un-
doubtedly DuBose) who ordered him to drop
what he was doing and report to the general
immediately. When he protested that to do so
would mean that he would have to leave the
tower completely unattended, he recalls being
told to “get your ass over here at once, andifyou
have to commandeer acar in the process, then
doit!” When he arrived, he was met by the same

colonel who had been on the phone only mo-
ments earlier. The man told him he was to go

into the general’s office where he would be
handed pieces of a Rawin radar target. “There
will be press reporters present,” he was told.
“You will identify what you are given as pieces

from a weather device, and you are not to ask
any questions nor volunteer any answers un-

less you are directed to do so by the general.
You are to return to duty as soon as the general
releases you. Isthat clear?’

“(What I saw) was a regular Rawin sonde de-
vice,” he said. “They (meaning the Roswell
people) must have seen hundreds of them.” He
went on to describe such a device as being

made of very flimsy material— so flimsy that
“you would have to be careful not to tearit.”

Lt. Col Marcel also recalled that there were a
lot of press people present at Ft. Worth when he
arrived, and said he had been strictly cau-
tioned not to say anything to them except what
Gen. Ramey told him to say. “The general told

me not to say anything— he would handle it.
Those reporiers. they kept asking me ques-
tions, but I wasn’t allowed to talk. Icouldn t say
anything! It was general Ramey who put up the
cover story about the balloon just to get the
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press off his back. The press was told it was a

balloon and that the flight to Wright was
cancelled; butallthat really happened was that
I was removed from the flight and someone

else took it to Wright.”

Robert R. Porter, who was engineer on the

flight with Marcel from Roswell to Ft. Worth,
told Moore that he knew the material in the

cargo hold was parts of a flying saucer. “We

were warned,” he said, “not to ask any more

questions about it.” He also recalled armed
guards being posted around the plane upon

their arrivalin Texas.

Curiously enough, Robert Porter isthe brother

of Mrs. Loretta Proctor, who, with her husband
Floyd, were Mac Brazel's closest neighbors.

Loretta, who handled some of the pieces of

wreckage that Mac had brought over to show

Floyd shortly after the crash, recalls her feeling

ofsurprise when her brother told her of his own

involvement with the matter “shortly after it

happened.” Loretta still lives on the original

Proctor place and was interviewed about her
experiences as recently as the fall of 1988 by
Moore and others for aspecial program on the
Roswell case made for Japanese television.

Marcel's statement that the wreckage was in-

| Robert R. Porter, told Moore that
he knew the material in the cargo

hold was parts of a flying saucer.

"We were warned," he said, "not to

ask any more questions about it."

deed flown to Wright Field in spite of what the
press was told is further confirmed by acopy of

an FBI teletype communication sent between

Dallas and Cincinnati with copy to headquar-

ters in Washington, D.C. The memorandum,

transmitted at 6:17 PM (Central time) voices
clear concern over the news media's attempts
“to break the story of (the) location of the disc

today.” The description of the disc as given in

this memo is considerably distorted however

in that information supplied to the FBI came

through Maj. E.M. Kirton of Army Air Forces

Intelligence in Ft. Worth, who supplied it on

direct orders from Gen. Ramey. Kirton in-

formed the FBI that “the disc is hexagonal in
shape and was suspended from a balloon by a

cable, which balloon was approximately twenty

feet in diameter.” It resembles, he said, “a high
altitude weather balloon with a radar reflec-
tor,” but allowed, presumably under question-

ing, that “telephonic conversation between (Ft.
Worth) and Wright Field had not borne out this

belief. Disc and balloon being transported to
Wright Field by special plane for examination,”
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he advised. Ramey, it seems, had i ;
of revealing specific details of what had non
recovered to the FBI, but rather only wanted to
enlist the Bureau’s support as assistance in
killing the flying disc storyinthe event it got out
of hand. Ultimately the press bought the
weather balloon ruse without much question
thus eliminating the need to inform the FBI of
any furtherdevelopments.

Cusiously,when the FBI agent who transmitted
the message was contacted by Moore, he abso-
lutely refused to allow an interview eventhough
he had never been informed of what the subject
of the interview would be. “I’ve been living a
happy life here in retirement,” he said. “There
have been no strange men in dark suits on my
doorstep, no mysterious fires in my garage,
and no phone calls from Washington. I rather
enjoy it that way and I intend to keep it that
way. I am not interested in speaking with you
either now or in the future....", When Moore
asked him if he could merely confirm or deny
facts surroundingacertain document, or would
care to comment about it if shown to him (he
had not seen the teletype, nor had Moore even
made him aware of what document was being

spoken of), he replied, “I have already told you

that Ido not intend to comment on that. That's

allthere is toit!”

Moving back to Roswell, Mr. Walt Whitmore Jr.

recalls his father, Whitmore Sr. (d.’52), ownerof

radio station KGFL, having received urgent

personal telephone calls from both the secre-
tary of the Federal Communications Commis-
sion (a Mr. Sloie) and U.S. Senator Chaves of
New Mexico ordering him to cease broadcast-

ing details of the crash. According to Whit-

more Jr., who was home from college for the

summer at the time, both callers made it clear

to his father that the station’s license to broad-

cast would be in jeopardy if they continued to

air the story. “No one I talked to seemed to

know exactly what (this thing) was,” he said,
“but Iheard the flying saucerexplanationtalked

about quite abit.”

Jud Roberts, manager of the other Roswell

radio station KSWS, told Moore that he also

had trouble trying to report the story. When he

sent areporter out totry to learn more about it,

the man returned later saying only that he had

“met with a military roadblock outside of town

and was turned back.” (The reporter in ques-
tion here is most likely Mr. Johnny McBoyle, of

whom more later.) Roberts said that since his

efforts to obtain additional information had

come up empty handed, he decided to limit his
station’s coverage ofthe event to the text ofthe

official press statement. When Ramey’s weather
balloon announcement came out, KSWS had
already gone off the air for the evening, and by

the next morning the matter was a dead issue

as far as he was concerned.

The Washington Post, which had assigned one

of their staff reporters (John G. Norris) to cover



the story, commented that “At fir.
military authorities) gave the bare: detethe finding of the object, then they clamped
down a security lid on any further informationonthe grounds that it was high level stuff.” Thenext day brought the statement that “officersat the Roswell, N.M. air base received a blister.
ing rebuke from Army A.-F. Headquarters in
Washington, the United Press reported, for
announcing that a ‘flying disc’ had been found
on a New Mexico ranch.” This account, how-
ever, is strongly contested by Walter Haut. for-
mer Roswell Public Information Officer ‘who
denies that there was ever any rebuke deliv-
ered, blisteringor otherwise.

Numerous newspapers have hinted that there
may have been more to the Roswell story than
was being told. On July 9, for example, the
Albuquerque Journal, in an otherwise nega-
tive article, commented that their reporter
had tried to obtain further information from
Chaves County Sheriff George Wilcox (now
deceased), but “the sheriff declined to elabo-
rate. ‘I’m working with those fellows at the
base’, he said....". Equally, the Roswell Daily
Record, whose people were certainly nearerto
the facts of the case than most, complained in
an editorial published the same day that “The
Army isn’t telling its secrets yet, from all ap-
pearances....

The fact that Mac Brazel himself was picked up
by the military and held incommunicado for
nearly a week (from July 8th until about the
I5th, well after the weather balloon explana-
tion had been accepted by the press and the
story had blown over) is extremely well estab-
lished and is based on testimony from no less
than thirteen people, all of whom had first-
hand knowledge ofthe fact. All that is known of

Mac during this time period is that he was

made available for two interviews with the

public media, one press on July 8th in Roswell,

and one radio on July 9th from El] Paso, Texas.

On both occasions he was accompanied by

military authorities and said only what he had

been coached to say. Brazel came away from
this experience extremely upset and angry at
the treatment he had received, and felt to his
dying day that he had been misused for trying
to do “his patriotic duty.” Mac died in 1965 and
is buried in the cemetary at Tularosa, New
Mexico. Virtually everyone who knew him is

certain that he took most of what he knew

about this incident with him to his grave.

Followingthe publication of The Roswell Inci-
dent in 1980, a number of news media types

began looking at the story with an eye towards
doing a possible follow-up as the center piece

for their own look into the UFO phenomenon.
One of these was television station KOB in
Albuquerque, New Mexico, which was inter-
ested in the story largely because of the local

color involved. Early in 1982, KOB assigned
reporter Lee Williams to conduct an independ-

ent in-depth investigation of the case and to

come up with sufficient material to fill an SO

single segment of aseven-part special on UFOs
over New Mexico which was to air during the
last week of May. Williams, an excellent and
tireless worker who was at first highly skepti-

cal, spent considerable time in the field pursu-

ing individuals and reviewing old news files
and records. None of us was aware of his work
until it was nearly completed. Around the last

week of April, Williams telephoned Moore to

ask if he would come to Albuquerque at KOB's

expense to do an interview for the segment.
During the course of the conversation, Wil-

liams told Moore that he was now completely

convinced that the story was true and that one

of the things which had convinced him was his

discovery ofa principal witness to the events at

Roswell that Moore did not seem to be aware of.
According to Williams, this new witness was

able to confirm many of the very unusual de-

tails of this story from first-hand experience.

When Moore asked Williams ifa meeting could
be arranged with this new source, Williams

immediately offered to act as go-between.

As it turned out, Williams had recalled during

his reading of Th Ww j in prepa-

ration for the TV special, that one of the long-

time announcers for KOB radio, Mr. Frank
Joyce, had been at Roswell earlier in his ca-

reer. Upon inquiring of Mr. Joyce whether he

knew anything about the supposed crash ofa
UFO near Roswell in the late 1940s, Williams
was surprised to learn that Joyce had been an

announcer for station KGFL in Roswell at the
time and had been personally involved in the
story.

Frank Joyce had been employed at KGFL by
Walt Whitmore Sr. who died in 1952. Before

securing an interview with Joyce, Moore went

to visit Whitmore’s son, Walt Jr., who still lives
in Roswelland whom Moore had already talked

to on acouple of earlier occasions. Walt Jr. had
been about twenty years old at the time of the

Roswell crash and remembered Joyce wellsince

the two of them had played football together

while in high school. Walt did not seem to be

very much aware of Joyce’s involvement with

the story (“He certainly was there at the time,
but I can’t recall that we ever discussed the
matter. He probably would have talked more
with dad <Whitmore Sr.> about it than he would
have with me.”), but did not hesitate to give
Joyce his unqualified endorsement as being an
honest and highly reliable individual.

Further endorsement came from Walter Haut,
former Public Information Officer at Roswell
field, who confirmed that Joyce had indeed
been at KGFL at the time and could easily have
been the first to receive a copy of the official
press release on the crashed UFO which Haut
had written and distributed on the morning of
July 8, 1947.

Virtually certain that Frank Joyce was nocrack-
pot, Moore secured an interview with him on

FOCUS 1990 13



the afternoonof May 3, 1982inthe restaurant of

the Grand Western Motor Inn in Albuquerque.

Hisstory, ashe told it, is as follows:

JOYCE: “(Walter Haut), the base PIO (Public Informa-

tion Officer) came in that day and said ‘Look, I'm giving

you this news release first.’ | assumed that he was

coming to me first because he had passed his last

release to someone else first. (NOTE: In keeping

with Joyce’s recollection of this event, Walter

Haut confirmed by phone on May 7, 1982 that he

had indeed made it a practice to rotate the

order in which he passed out his press re-

leases.) Anyway, | took a look at the (paper) but really

didn't pay much attention to it because | was probably

busy with something else. About a half-hour or so
later, when | took time to read it... it Said basically that

the U.S. Air Force had recovered a so-called flying

saucer, which | later heard was somewhat barrell-

shaped and metallic, and it went on to say that the

object was being loaded on a plane to be flown to

another location for examination. That ‘other location’

of course was Wright Air Force Base, which was a

center for Air Force experimental projects at that time.

“Anyway, | can tell you that release does not exist

except in my mind, because after the fact, and I'm

getting ahead of myself here, they, whoever ‘they’ are,

got in and took that release from the station where it

was in my desk, and it disappeared. | went in and

called up Western Union and | asked them to repeat it

back tome. They said they had no record of any such

transmission. Several years later, | was still curious

about this and had occasion to ask the fellow who

headed the bureau in Santa Fe if he still had a copy in

his files and could | see it? He said they, once again

hey’ came in and cleared out that entire file. This

fellow in Santa Fe, his name was John or something. |

can't recall any more. Anyway, I've told you more than

I've ever told anyone else about what that release said.

I've heard many stories since that (have) made me

think back to all this, and some of them seem to tie

together, but ljustdon't know.

“You have to remember also that constantly under all

of this |was aware that | didn't want to give away any of

the U.S. secrets, if this was a U.S. secret. Butlcanalso
fell you right now before we go any further, that no one

ever told me ‘This is a U.S. secret, do not talk about this

or you will imperil the defense of yourcountry.’

“Yessir, later when they all started talking about weather

balloons, | heard weather balloons coming out my...

well anyway, itwas all very derisive. Butl'mway ahead

of mysell here.

“Anyway, when | read (the release) | got on the phone

and | called the PIO (Haut) and | said ‘Listen, | know

how things go on inthe military and I'm telling you don't

Say this. You can't say this. The military will not allow

you lo say this because it is a statement of fact. “The

U.S. Air Force,” which is a pretty big outtit, “says it
has...", you see?’ And | says ‘If! vere ye. ! would not
do this.. Younever heard that before, did you?"

MOORE: “No, !] never have.”

JOYCE: “O.K.', | says, ‘Don't do It....' But he says,
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‘Ahh, it's O.K.; you can go ahead and runit.' At least
basically that's the way it went. The words may not
have been exactly those, but then we're talking thirty-
five years ago. Anyway, it's close....

“Now in those days, ah... basically was raisedina very
frugal economy through the Depression... so | was
always thinking about cost. Nowadays you would have
cameras out there and everything, and have this all
down on film; but! thought about it awhile before | says
to myself, ‘Now this looks to me like a big story. Am |
going to send this overnight, or right away?’ Of course,
overnight was cheaper. But | made the big decision.
‘I'm going to send it right now,'! thought. You don't get
a Story like that except once in a lifetime. So! sent it
‘right now’, and we paid the higher rates. The only way
to get a story out of Roswell in those days, other than
mail or phone— and you know what the phones were
like then— was by Western Union wire. | took that
press release over to the Western Union office and|
believe | had them send it out word for word. Then |
folded it up, took it back to the station, and put it in my

desk. Whatever was reprinted later had to come off of

that wire. But none of the wires | later saw had copied

the complete text as | had it. Somehow it had gotten a

bit confused. Anyway, the meat of it was that ‘the Air

Force says ithas’, and that just stopped everything....”

Available information strongly suggests that

the original Haut/Joyce press release contained

at least five paragraphs. Although diligent ef-

fortstoturn up acopy ofthe complete text have

been fruitless, three of those paragraphs were
printed, allegedly verbatum, in the July 9, 1947

edition of the San Francisco Chronicle. Those
three paragraphs were quoted by the Chron-

icleas follows:

“The many rumors regarding the flying disc became a reality

yesterday when the intelligence office of the 509th Bomb

Group of the Eighth Air Force, Roswell Army Air Field, was

fortunate enough to gain possession of a disc through the co-

operation of one of the local ranchers and the Sheriff's office

of Chaves county.

“The flying object landed on a ranch near Roswell sometime

last week. Not having phone facilities, the rancher stored the
disc until such time as he was able to contact the Sheriff's

office, who in turn notified Major Jesse A. Marcel, of the 509th

Bomb Group Intelligence Office.

Action was immediately taken and the disc was picked up at
the rancher's home. It was inspected at the Roswell Army Air
Field and subsequently loaned by Major Marcel to higher

headquarters. ")

“After that happened,” Frank Joyce continued, “! got

a long distance call from a far away place that |

presume was Washington, D.C. This was from aman

who identified himself as Col. Johnson, as | recall...

This guy was—livid is the word. And! was the object of

his anger. Did | put out that release?, he wanted to

know. Of course | answered ‘Yes, | did.’ ‘Did you say

this?’ ‘Yes, | did.’ Well, | don't remember his exact

words, but | immediately got the impression that things

were going to go vey hard with me. So finally,

basically, !got through to him that | was a civilian. That
didn't make a bitof difference. Then, well, | really didnt
want to involve my friend the PIO too much at the time,
but | finally had to admit.... | said, ‘Listen, I'll tell you.



yes, |put this story out, but it's froman official Airelease.’ Then the guy really hit the top. Wherein
originate!?’, he wanted to know. So when I told him
where itoriginalea, {ne phone went dead an

“Now the next call! get, probably twenty-five mj

later, is the PIO. And he said, ‘Frank, eles Waeerionk f
shouldn't have put out that story.’ And he said, ‘I won't
be around for us to have a beer this afternoon. | am
being shipped out immediate! . And! said, I'm sorr

to hear that, but that s why Icalled you and explainedto
you that you shouldnt have said that.’ And | probably
told him | should have held onto the story, and who

knows what direction the conversation took after that
Anyway, he says, ‘You won't be seeing me again ‘and
| began to think that maybe this was some big military
secret like the Manhattan (atomic bomb) project that
was only a few years before. And that was the general
text. | cannot recall ever seeing the man again at the

station after that, and I've never seen him since. Now
it's just recently that someone told me, just within this
past week, that well, yes, he (Haut) was going to get
shipped out, but someone saved his neck and he
didn't. That might be, but | don't know anything about

“Some TV outtit in the last year or so was (doing) a

story on this and they had some military officer who
was saying thus and so about it. (NOTE: the show
was “That’s Incredible”, and the officer was Lt.
Col. Marcel.) Well, inmy experience with this story, |
never heard of that guy. It seems to me he was the
base intelligence officer, or security officer, or what-
ever. But! never heard of him. He was never men-
tioned one time in anything | recall about any of this.

None of what he had to say tied in with any of my own

experiences with this thing. Of course, he may well

have been involved with this from another angle. What

did | know about it except that a lot of these goings-on

seemed to flow around me. Now you can Say, well
maybe it was flowing around somebody else too. It

could be. | don't know. All! can tell you is that guy's

path and mine nevercrossed.

“What | do know is this guy the rancher had called me

on the phone from somewhere in town and discussed
with me what there was out there. Now| never heard
anything about any balsa parts or weather balloon

parts; although as I've told you, later on that's all | did
hear. But from that rancher! never heard anything that
had to do with a lot of things that came into this story

later... But the rancher definitely told me his story on

the phone before anyone else except maybe the
military had heard it. Walter Whitmore Jr. later told me

that his father had Jater hid this rancher out at his home

for a few hours or so because the man was terrified.

Now | didn't know about this at the time because

Whitmore Sr. had never told me about it, but | can

definitely confirm to you that this fellow was indeed
terrified. | can also confirm that either while he was

hiding out, but more likely after ‘they’ caught up with
him, he came to the station. | can't tell you whetherit

was the next morning or perhaps three or four days

after the incident, but he came into the station and |
was sitting there in our little, dark, dingy announcers

booth which was strictly homemade and, you know,

homemade control board and everything, and | can

see the whole thing now.... He came in and he told me

a {olally different story than he had told me earlier on

the phone; and at the end of it | said, ‘Just a minute.’ |
said, ‘You know who you're talking to, right? And he
said, ‘Yes.’ And | said, ‘And you know that this story

that you've told me now in no way matches the story
you told me over the phone.’ And he said, after a
pause... and listen, that guy was one of those old west-

ern, dirt in the pores of the skin type guyS you used to
see on the ranch and | saw in town a lot when | was a

kid. He was definitely not a rocket and science buff off

on some Buck Rogers kick... and he came into that
control room and he told me a different story. Well, |
remember basically the two stories he told me, and |
told him, ‘You remember what you said, and now

you're telling me another story?’ And he thought about
that awhile... he was considerably older than me, more

mature... and finally he said, ‘Look, son. You keep this

to yourself. They told me to come here and tell you this
story or it wouldgo awfully hardon me.’ Solonce again

thought we must be dealing with some kind of military

secret here. You know, they're really hard after tt. And
at the same time, I’m an American citizen, and al-
though I have a certain belief in the need for freedom of
the press and all that sort of thing, |know about military

secrets and the need to keep them too. Still, | prought
they are really going to a lot of trouble to stop this. But!
really couldn't understand why. If they thought it was

some danger from outer space, why should they be
reluctant to tell the people? Well, |don't know; but Ican

tellyou that it really happened...

“But! got ahead of myself a bit here. The next thing that
happened after | had talked to the rancher on the
phone but before he had come into the station to

change his story, was that a very strange man came

into town; but | didn't see him until | got in the car with
Mr. Whitmore (Sr.) to go with him to the ranch. And I'll
tell you this; he had sort of a long face with a very high
forehead and a very sharp chin. | had no way of
estimating his age except maybe to say that you could
look at him and say that he was active and vigorous

enough to be thirty, but was he sixty? Anyway, Mr.
Whitmore said he was going out to this ranch. | cant

remember what day this was except that it was after |

had talked to this rancher on the phone. Probably the

next morning, although it could have been two days

later. | can't recall for sure. Mr. Whitmore drove a

Hudson and had quite a reputation for speed in those

days. So we got in this car... and | sat in the right hand

rear seat... and this man who was wearing, well, it was

like a uniform but it wasn’t any military uniform that |

was familiar with although it tended to approach some

of the army's fabric that | had seen, but | can't tell you

for sure. Anyway, the color was something approach-

ing anoff-gold color. |can't quite describe it. It was like
a uniform, but it wasn’t a uniform. | didn't see any
insignia or anything. We drove out to this ranch with

Whitmore going as fast as possible all the way, and
nobody said anything. Finally, somewhere along the
way out there, | tried to say something, but this man
never said anything. And when, after awhile, Mr.
Whitmore said something, the only thing this man said
was ‘yeahh’ which | took to mean ‘yes’, although the
tone was almost disdainful. And that's all he said. He
never addressed me or anything until we got there.

“When we got to this ranch, we pulled up and got out of
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the car. Then this man says to me, ‘You go in that
room.’ He was referring to an unpainted wooden
outbuilding standing alongside the road virtually in the

middle of nowhere. Now | had never been there
before, and | said, ‘Well...'; or at least / startedto Say,
‘Well, aren't we going to go and see where this thing

happened?’, but he cut me off. ‘You go over there into

that room (meaning the shed) and you Stay there, 'he
said. And like a zombie, | went right in there and
stood— just stood. | can remember the room. It was

_ "Maybe | should have remained

silent. I've experienced more than

my share of public exposure(via

radio and TV) as it is over the

years. | don't need any more

problems to complicate my life."

empty, except for some tools hanging on nails along

one wall. |don'tknow; maybe it was a room where they

sheared sheep or something.” (NOTE: In June, 1982,

following this interview with Frank Joyce, Bill Moore

asked Shirley <Mrs. Bill> Brazel whether such a shed
had existedon the ranch in 1947. It turns out that there

was indeed such an outbuilding. She referred to it as a

“well house”, anunpainted one room shed with nothing

inside except for a few tools hanging on nails. In any

case, Frank went inside this shed. His description

continues.) “I just went right in there and stayed there,

just standing, for | don't know how long. And after a
long time, Mr. Whitmore came back to the door and

said, ‘Come on, it’s time to go now.’ And! came out, but

this other guy wasn't there. So | said, ‘Where's the
other guy?,, but Mr. Whitmore didn't really answer me.

Anyway, we got into his car and drove back to Roswell.

| never did see that other fellow again, but I've always

wondered. If he had to drive there with us, why didn't

he come back? Who brought him back? ...If | knew, it

might relieve my mind a great deal about this man’s

influence over me. Where did he go? And why was | so

willing to go and stand in that room when | had
presumably gone out there to get a story? That's just
not something anyone would normally do. But! did it,
and | can't tell you why. This guy had some sort of
influence over me that! had no controlover.

“Now, I'm going to add one other thing to that. / later

said to Mr. Whitmore on his deathbed— | had gone to

see him while he was dying of cancer some years

later— | went to see him at his home and| said, ‘Mr.

Whitmore, you remember that time we went out to that
ranch and all that stuff about the flying saucer and the

weather balloon and so on?’ And he said, ‘Yes.’ And!

said to him, ‘Mr. Whitmore, what do you really think that
was?’ And he said, ‘I just think that it was something

that the military wanted to cover up.’ And that’s all he
would say. | couldn't get him to say any more about it
and! never saw himagain before he died.”

MOORE: “Did Mac Brazel, the rancher, ever

mention bodies to you onthe phone?”

JOYCE: “ican'tgo into that. |don'twantto say.”
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MOORE: “Well, can youtellme anything a

what he said?” y ything about

JOYCE: “I think I've said alll want to say on that. | sort

of made my mind up long ago that! would only go so far

with thatpartofthe story. That rancher apparently died

with whathe knew. But!'ll tell you this much. Whatever

that thing was, the rancher saw it all, and it didn't

originate on this planet. What! heard later about the

Air Force having bodies of little men from space in

storage was totally consistent with what | heard at the
time. You can make of that what you will. = Mr.

Whitmore apparently took most of what he knew with

him to his grave too; and whatever our government

knows, it's keeping to itself.

“All have to say will merely bolster what someone else

has said. | didn't see anything. | didn't see any flying

saucer. | didn't see anything else which | heard about.

| know nothing except what people said to me and

where | was. Do you follow me? That's all! can tell you

and | hope it will tie in with the work you have already

done on this story.”

And so ends his story. Frank Joyce's integrity

and reliability seem to be beyond question. He

has been continuously employed at KOB, Al-

buquerque for more than forty years— a job
obtained for him by Walt Whitmore Sr. when he

left KGFL in the late 1940s. His approach to the

telling of his story is hesitant and almost ana-

lytical. Frank’s final statement as he ended his

interview perhaps sumsit up best:

“Maybe | should have remained silent. I've experi-

enced more than my share of public exposure <via
radio and TV> as it is over the years. |don'tneed any
more problems to complicate my life.”

Frank Joyce’s story, as bizarre as it may be,
represents only the tip of a much larger and
equally unusual iceberg. Taken alone, it could
easily be dismissed as fantasy. But when exam-

ined in the context of similar stories told by
others who were personally involved with the
UFO crash at Roswell, it becomes extremely
interestingindeed.

One of those “others” is former Lt. Col. Sheri-
dan W. Cavitt, the man who accompanied Jesse

Marcel to the Brazel ranch crash site on July 6-
7, 1947. Jess had mentioned this man to both
Moore and Friedman as early as 1979, but since

he had not seen or heard from him in many

years and was only able to recall that everyone

who knew him had called him by his nickname

“Cav”, he could not be located in time to in-

clude anything about him in the Roswell Inci-
dent book. Indeed, all Jess had been able to

remember was that “Cav” had originally come

from somewhere near La Mesa, Texas, and that
he had had something to do with home con-

struction. On the strength of that, Moore had
expended considerable time and resources in
an effort to turn up some lead on the man—

even to the extent of locating a Cavitt family
estate in Wheelock, Texas—but to no avail.
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In September, 1982 Moore visited the home of
Lt. Col Cavitt and interviewed him about the
Roswell crash. Mr. and Mrs. Cavitt were both
friendly and cordial; but when it came down to
business, Col. Cavitt proved extremely reluc-
tant to discuss or even comment upon the
matter. After first claiming that he had no
memory of the incident at all and that he had
never heard of a Jesse Marcel, Cavitt finally
admitted that he did indeed have “some recol-
lection” ofhisinvolvementinthe affair and that
he and Jesse had not only been close friends at
Roswell but had “probably played consider-

able golftogether.”

This admission notwithstanding, Cavitt per-

sisted in his refusal to comment further, claim-

ing that he was “probably” still bound by his
security oath and that the matter was “proba-

bly still classified... or at least it certainly was at

the time.” He allowed that he had spent a total

of22 years in the military, of which 17 involved

high level intelligence work. Clearly he knew
howto keepasecret.

It was only after considerable discussion, most
of which involved going around in circles, that,

much to Moore's surprise, Cavitt got up, went

over to a nearby bookshelf, and produced a

copy of The Roswell Incident which he said he

pa read “with considerable interest.” He then
te the book down in front of Moore, looked
nothivone. eve. and said, “Mr. Moore, I have
othingto add to your book except that I do not

agree with Jesse's description of the activities
at night. I do not believe in flying saucers.
Oudobelieve me,don’'t you?”

Moore began toreplythat there was no particu-
ar reason not to, when Cavitt cut him off in

mid-sentence. “Well perhaps you shouldn't,’
hesaid. Don't believe everythingIsay!” Where-
upon he got up and left the room to obtain a
fresh pack of cigarettes leaving Moore to sit
there with his mouth open.

During his brief absence, Mrs. Cavitt, who had
been seated on the opposite side of the coffee
table during almost the entire conversation,
leaned over the table and quietly confided, “He
won ttell you anything. They’vetold him not to,
and he won't. That's why they chose him for

Many of the assignments he had... because he
knows how to keep quiet. And I can’t help you
either because he doesn’t tell me anything.

Whereupon Col. Cavitt came back into the room
and she shut up and resumed her posture as if
nothing had beensaid.

Only two other things of value were to develop
from the visit. The first was Cavitt’s admission,
after considerable prodding, that he had “proba-
bly” taken charge of things while Jess Marcel

was in Ft. Worth. “If there was ever a final

report (on this matter) then I suppose I was the

one who wrote it,” he said, strongly emphasiz-

ing the “if’?. When Moore countered with the
question that if there had been such a report

written, where would it have been sent from

Roswell, Col. Cavitt replied, “Headquarters in

D.C., most likely... but remember, I never said

that there ever was any such report, did I?” At

which point he changed the subject by asking
Moore to autograph his copy of The Roswell
Incident.

The second useful thingto come from the meet-
ing was an address, provided on a small slip of
paper by Mrs. Cavitt just as Moore was about to
leave. At one point during the visit, she had
asked her husband quietly about the advisabil-
ity of “providing Mr. Moore with a possible
lead’, but he had dismissed the idea with little
comment. When she brought the matter up
again just before the end of the meeting, Col.
Cavitt reluctantly consented to her giving up
the information. Moore left with the impres-
sion that the man had a very great sense of
loyalty to his country and an extremely subtle
sense of humor. It was easy to see why Jess
Marcel had spoken so highly ofhim.

On the scrap of paper was a name and an
address. The name was Louis B. “Bill” Rickett.
It didn’t take long to discover that Mr. Rickett
had been Cavitt’s right-hand man while at
Roswell. Moore personally visited with Mr.
Rickett inJune, 1983, and Friedman conducted
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a follow-up interview in February, 1984. Both
were impressed by Rickett’s excellent memory

and his sincerity.

On July 7, 1947, the day that Marcel and Cavitt
returned from the Brazel ranch site, Bill Rick-
ett was in Tucumcari, New Mexico, working on
another case. He returned to Roswell at about
11:00 the next morning and was informed by
Cavitt as to what had occurred. Cavitt, Rickett,
and one other individual whose name Rickett
was unable torecall, thenreturned tothe Brazel
ranch site to further inspect the area and to
collect Mac Brazel and enlist his cooperation in
recovering more of the wreckage. The four of
them, with Brazel driving his own pick-uptruck,
then returned to town where they soon discov-
ered that Walter Haut’s press release had made
headlines and “all hell had broken loose.”
Brazel, who accordingto his son Bill had proba-
bly intended to spend the night at the home ofa
friend, Creighton Richards, onthe understand-
ing that he would meet Cavitt at the base the
next morning, was quickly rounded up inorder
to be made “available” for a press interview
designed to cooloffthe story.

The sequence ofevents here is extremely inter-
esting, especially in light of the fact that it is
consistent with what both Frank Joyce and
Walt Whitmore Jr. have already said. It seems
that when Mac Brazel came to town on the
morning of July 6th to report that something
unusual had crashed on his ranch, the first
place he went wasto the office of Chaves County
sheriff George Wilcox. Wilcox, thinking that
the object might have been some sort of mili-
tary device, immediately called the Roswell
Air Base and was put through to Jess Marcel
who, at the time (about 11:30 AM), was in the
middle of lunch. Marcel indicated that he
would check to see if there were any reports of
anything having crashed, and would come over
to the sheriff's office to interview Brazel just as
soon as he had finished eating— a process that
would take at least half-an-hour since the air
base was located some distance south of the
town of Roswell itself. After having talked to

Marcel, Sheriff Wilcox informed Brazel that he

should wait until Major Marcel arrived.

Atsome point in between Wilcox’ conversation

with Marcel and Marcel’s arrival at the sheriffs

office, either Frank Joyce called Wilcox or vice

versa on an entirely different matter, most

probably having to do with providing Joyce
with whatever newsworthy items there might
have been on the police blotter for the previous
twelve hours. It was during the course ofthat
conversation that Wilcox mentioned Brazel’s

presence in the office, and suggested that Frank,
as anewsman, might be interested in talkingto
him since he seemed to have an interesting
story to tell. This is when Brazel told Frank
Joyce his first story. Joyce didn’t know what to
make of Brazel’s story, and did nothing with it
until two days later when he received Haut's
press release. Indeed, it may have been Frank's
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prior knowledge of the affair that led him to
advise Haut not to put out that release.

In any case, when Brazel came back to town
with Cavitt and Rickett in the late afternoon of
July 8th, he had followed them in his own truck
and had apparently intended to stay overnight
at the home of his friend ,Creighton Richards,
with the understanding that he would meet
Cavitt at the base the next morning. At that
point, none ofthem knew anything about Haut’s
press release andthe commotionit had caused.
Somehow, in the process of going to Mr.
Richards’ place, Brazel wasintercepted by Walt
Whitmore Sr., who convinced him to go to his
homefirst for the purpose of recording Brazel’s
story on Whitmore’s wire recorder (a prede-
cessor to the tape recorder) for later use on his
radio station. While Brazel was there, Cavitt
had returned to the air base where he quickly
learned of Haut’s press release and the subse-
quent instructions from both Ramey and the

pentagon to kill the story at all costs. At that

point, the order went out to have Brazel picked
up before he could add any additional prob-
lems to an already complicated situation.

When it was discovered that he was at Whit-

more’s place recording his story, Whitmore Sr.

was brought in as well. Suddenly it became

necessary to enlist the cooperation ofboth men

in the cover-up that was to follow. Once “the

fix” wasin and acoverstory had been appropri-

ately concocted, Brazel, Whitmore Sr., Cavitt,
and possibly one other of Cavitt’s men, went

over to the offices of the Roswell Daily Record,

where Brazel recounted the story Cavitt had
rehearsed with him to areporter. It was front
page news the next day, along with Gen. Ra-

mey’s weather balloon explanation. The only
other person remaining to be dealt with, aside
from sheriff Wilcox who readily agreed to assist
(remember his “I’m working with the boys at
the base” statement to the Albuquerque Jour-
nal) was Frank Joyce— hence Brazel’s second
story to Joyce sometime the next day. Mean-
while, Cavitt had made arrangements for Brazel
to “stay” at the base for several days while the
crash site was being cleared of wreckage and
until the story had blown over in the press. It
was during this time, probably on July 9th after
having visited Frank Joyce, that Brazel gave
one additional interview (using the same cover
story) foran El Paso radio station. This conven-
iently continued the cover-up, made Brazel
feel useful, and got him out of town all at the
sametime.

Additional information obtained from inter-
views with Mr. Rickett sheds considerable light
on the military’s role in the events that fol-
lowed. According to Rickett, a planeload of
“important brass came down from Kirtland
under hush-hush conditions to deal with this
thing. Some additional pieces of wreckage
were loaded onto this aircraft, andthe next day
it headed out. When I inquired as to where it
was going, I was told only that it was ‘headed



east’; there was no indication asto where.”

Rickett’s memory of a second ajcently confirmed during an akerviaw BarWeod
Moore and former Roswell assistant opera-
tions officer Lt. Robert J. Shirkey in March
1989. Shirkey clearly recalled having arranged
for “wrapped and crated” wreckage to be loadedpace ots second reir see a B-25, “several days

psa week after irst
han Bona te Gear © the first plane, a B-29,

bered that it was at about this 5Dr. Lincoln LaPaz arrived from “Albuguenane
He was unable to recall whether LaPaz was on
the plane with the brass or arrived separately
but in any event it was Rickett who was as-
signed to accompany LaPaztothecrash site.

It was LaPaz’ job to try to find out what the
speed and trajectory of this thing was. LaPaz
was a world renowned expert on trajectories of
objects in the sky, especially meteors, and I
—

"The Air Force explanation that it

_ was a balloon was totally untrue. It

_ was not aballoon. | did not know for

sure exactly what its purpose was."

was told to give him allthe helpI could. I was to
supply transportation, money, equipment—
whateverwas needed.

“At one point, LaPaz interviewed the farmer

(i.e. Brazel). lremembersomething coming up

during their conversation about this fellow

thinking that some of his animals had acted

strangely after this thing happened. Dr. LaPaz

seemed very interested in this for some rea-

son.

“LaPaz wanted to fly over the (crash) area, and
this was arranged. He found one other spot
where he felt this thing had touched down and

then taken off again. The sand at this spot had

been turned into a glass-like substance, appar-

ently from having been exposed to agreat deal
of heat. We collected a box-full of samples of
this material. As I recall, there were some

metal samples here too, of that same sort of
thin foil stuff. LaPaz sent this box off some-
where for study. I don’t know or recall where,

but I never saw it again. This place (site) was
some miles from the other one.

‘LaPaz was very good at talking to people,
especially some of the local ranch hands who ¢g
didn’t speak much English, LaPaz spoke spa es

ish. I remember he found a couple of pe:
who had seen two... I don’t know what to
them... ‘UFOs’, | suppose..., anyway, t
seen two of these things fly over

low altitude on a date, in the evening, that he
had determined had been a day or so after the
other one had blown up. These people said
somethingabout animals being affected too....

“Before he went back to Albuquerque, he told
me he was certain that this thing had gotten

into trouble; that it had touched down for re-

pairs, taken off again, and then exploded. He
also felt certain there were more than one of
these devices, and that the others had been

looking for it— at least that’s what he said, He
was positive the thing had malfunctioned. He

also told me he was going to ‘take a conserva-

tive approach’ in his report and leave the con-

clusions to others....

“The Air Force explanation that it was aballoon
was totally untrue. It was not aballoon. Inever

did know forsure exactly what its purpose was,

butit wasn’t ours. Iremember speculating with

LaPaz that it might have been some higher

civilization checking in on us. LaPaz wasn’t
against the idea, but said he was going to leave

speculations out of his report.

“I also recall that when Jesse came back (from

Ft. Worth), he came in and asked Cavitt for a

look at his report. Cav told him he wasn’t
cleared to see it and couldn't look at it. Jess got

upset at this and reminded Cavitt that he out-

ranked him. Cavtold him that his orders were

from Washington and that Jess could take it up

with the Pentagon. Marcel, who was a very

diplomatic sort, dropped the matter and, as far
as I know, never brought it up again. We were

all friends, and Jess wasn’t the sort who would
let business get in the way of things. I don't
think Jess ever did know the wholestory ofthat
thing. Forthat matter, Ineverdideither....”

In support of Dr. LaPaz’ alleged involvement
with the Roswell crash is a paragraph which

appears in a formerly SECRET 1947 Air Force
report uncovered by researcher Loren Gross of
Fremont, California in 1983. According to the .

text ofthis document:

“On October 30th (1947) a Lt. Young of the New

Mexico Mag of the Civil Air Patrol relayed an alarm
over the CAP communications network to Kirtland AFB

Albuquerque, about an: ‘...airplane falling in flames.”

...Major Chalres L. Phillips, AF, CAP liaison officerat
Kirtland, and Captain John Featherstone and Lt/ Allen

Bolles, CAP communications office Op d
analyzing the flaming object a.
an aircraft so hey contacte:
Mexico Meteo
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Considering what we now know about the

Roswell UFO crash, it seems reasonable to

assume that the official July 8th press release,
as authorized by Col. Blanchard and written by
Walter Haut, was a serious error in judgement
which was to cause considerable problems once

“orders from on-high” were issued to get con-
trol of the story and put a lid onit. At this point
the task became one of keeping any additional
information from reaching the public while at
the same time organizing a damage control
operation designed to squelch what had al-
ready gotten out. This was done through the
use of disinformation and intimidation tech-
niques, the effectiveness of which has already
been documented with respect to Mac Brazel
and Walt Whitmore Sr., whose “cooperation”
ultimately resultedin Mac Brazel telling acare-
fully concocted second story tothe press. This,
in company with Gen. Ramey’s “weather bal-
loon canard issued from Eighth Air Force Head-
quarters in Ft. Worth, provided a combination
which was extremely successful in convincing

20 FOCUS, 1990

that had to be dealt with befo other loose endsbe considered completely underes io"
One thing that seems im. . Ortmind before going any further isi” eer in
eon Fgrey’s weather balloon” statement?!

u rom his officein Ft. wwere di media orth where theredifferent news medi
porters, none of whom had any wabtlgrent re-
anything beyond what Ramey told them pans

cel and his people had been Ordered nott Mar-

to the press, weather officer Irving Newt O talk

been brought in and dutifully identife ea
weather device, and just incase the stor di instick the FBI was waiting in the y didn't

wings
Fortunately for the forces of silence. it stu
even though Ramey’s extreme nervousness
about the situation was obvious. “
fling disc,” he announced to press amine
a statement broadcast live over a local rarliastation in Ft. Worth, was really nothing more
than the remains of adowned weather balloon,
“There is no such gadget known to the Army...at least not at this level,” he said. “This whole
affair has been most unfortunate, but in light of
the excitement stirred up lately about these so-
called flying discs, it isnot surprising. Now let's
allgo home and callit an evening.”

In essence, Roswell was a small town in 1947,
and New Mexico was a very out-of-the-way
place. The only news outlets serving the area at
that time were two radio stations and two news-
papers. Each ofthese had tobe considered and
dealt with by anyone attempting to effectively
kill a news story. Had the crash occurred
today, the process would be considerably more
difficult ifnot downright impossible; but in 1947,
things weren’t quite so complicated. Killing a
story was certainly possible if you could get on

top ofit fast enough. The trick was only tocatch
hold ofall the loose ends before the wind could

blow them far enough away so as to place them

beyond grasp. Undoubtedly there were head-

aches in high places until the word finally came

that everything had been nailed down without

significant damage. For a while, it must have

been touch-and-go!

The stories of Frank Joyce and Walt Whitmore

Jr. explain very clearly how radio station KGFL
was dealt with. KGFL’s only connection with
the outside world was via Western Union tele-

graph wire. We have already examined how
Frank put the story on that wire and how his

copy of the original Roswell press release ais”
appeared from his desk. Later, when e

checked Western Union’s central files in Santa
Fe, he found that their copy was gone too. ae

any case, it was Joyce’s story that made s
lines around the world until it was finally aoe Ss

by Ramey’s phoney balloon story out of Fl.
Worth and the Brazel-Whitmore-Cavitt pr
interview at Roswell later that same evening g

is also important to remember that, acco



to Whitmore Jr., KGFL’
story was taken offthe
to the station from bot
Washington and the
Chaves.

S initial coverage of the
air followingphone calls
h F.C.C, headquarters in
office of U.S. Senator

In addition someone, possibly Whiafter his cooperation” had Seen adie a
possibly Cavitt himselfor one of his men. had
placed the key information from Mac Brazel's
second story on the Western Union wire to be
sent out in follow-up to Frank Joyce's initial
transmission. Curiously enough, a record of
this transmission remained in the file anda
copy ofit was subsequently recovered by Frank
who carefully preserved it fornearly forty years
before makingit available to BjItreadsas follows: © BITMoorein 1986.
“EDITORS:PLEASE SUBSTITUTE FOR -GRAPH AND REMAINDER OF FRRESTM oTHPARA
“HOWEVER, OFFICIALS AT THE ROSWELL ARMY
AIR BASE WERE NOTIFIED IMMEDIATELY BY THE
SHERIFF'S OFFICE. MAJOR JESSE A. MARCEL—
SASH ne Orrieen AT THE ROSWELL

— NLISTED MAN TH

WITH THE SHERIFF. EN CHECKED
“SHERIFF WILCOX QUOTED BRIZELL (Sic.) AS
SAYING THAT ‘IT MORE OR LESS SEEMED LIKE
TINFOIL.” WILCOX SAID THAT BRIZELL RELATED
THAT THE DISC WAS BROKEN SOMEWHAT— AP-
PARENTLY FROMTHE FALL. THE SHERIFF SAID
THAT BRIZELL DESCRIBED THE OBJECT ABOUT
AS LARGE AS A SAFE IN THE SHERIFF’S OFFICE.
HE ADDED THAT THE SAFE WAS ABOUT THREE
AND ONE-HALF BY FOUR FEET.

“BRIZELL DID NOT BRING THE OBJECT TO THE

SHERIFF’S OFFICE, BUT MERELY DROVE THE 75

MILES FROM THE RANCH TO ROSWELL TO RE-

PORT HIS FINDING. SHERIFF WILCOX SAID THAT

MAJOR MARCEL LEFT SHORTLY AFTER RECEIV-

ING THE REPORT FOR THE AREA WHERE THE
DISC WAS FOUND.

“MEANWHILE, A REPORT FROM CARRIZOZO,

NEW MEXICO, SAID THAT A DISC WAS FOUND 35

MILES SOUTHEAST OF CORONA. THE REPORT—

WHICH WAS NOT SUBSTANTIATED— MERELY

SAID THAT IT WAS ‘A RUBBER SUBSTANCE AND

TINFOIL ENCASED.’ HOWEVER, IT WAS PRE-

SUMEDTO BE THE SAME AS THE ONE REPORTED

TOROSWELL.

“REPORTS FROM THE ROSWELL BASE SAID

THAT MAJOR MARCEL WAS AT EIGHTH ARMY

HEADQUARTERS IN FORT WORTH, TEXAS, BUT

THAT ‘HE MIGHT BE ON HIS WAY BACK TO

ROSWELL BY PLANE NOW.’ HOWEVER, OFFI-

CIALS AT THE ROSWELL BASE SAY THEY KNOW
NOTHING ABOUT THE DISC OR ITS DESCRIP-

TION, OR WHERE THE ‘HIGHER HEADQUARTERS’
WHERE IT WAS REPORTEDLY TAKEN ARE LO-
CATED.

V342P7/8..

MORE DISC (ROSWELL)

“SHERIFF'S OFFICERS IN ROSWELL SAID THAT
BRIZELL TOLD THEM HE SAW IT LYING ON THE
RANCH, AND THAT HE PICKED IT UP_AND IN-
TENDED TO KEEP IT. THEY SAID THAT HE DID
NOT GIVE A COMPLETE DESCRIPTION OF THE

OBJECT, OTHER THAN TO SAY IT APPEARED

SOMEWHAT LIKE TINFOIL AND WAS LARGE—
ABOUT THE SIZE OF THE SAFEIN THE SHERIFF'S
OFFICE.

“SHERIFF'S OFFICERS SAID THAT BRIZELL TOLD

THEM HE PLANNED TO KEEP THE OBJECT, BUT
THEN HEARD REPORTS OF FLYING DISCS AND
DECIDED TO DRIVE IN TO ROSWELL AND RE-

PORT HIS FINDINGTO THE SHERIFF’S OFFICE.”

(*) NOTE: “FRRE8” was the transmission loca-

tor code for Frank Joyce's initial story as carried

earlier that dayonthe samewire.

This version of the crash story is virtually iden-

tical with the one provided to the Roswell Rec-

ord by Mac Brazel (with Whitmore Sr. and
Cavitt) that same evening. The Record pub-

lished it the next day as a front page item

(“Harrassed Rancher Who Located ‘Saucer

Sorry He Told About It”) and versions of it were
carried by a number of other newspapers as

well (see, for example, the July 9th edition of
the Carlsbad, NM, Current-Argus). An exami-

nation of the press account provides two addi-
tional details of significance which are not in

the wire story reproduced above. The first is
that Mac Brazel is credited with having found
the wreckage on June 14th rather than the

correct date of July 3d. (This, of course, sup-

ports Frank Joyce’s July, 1982 statement to Bill

Moore that “they had even tried to change the

dates...” in Mac Brazel’s second story.) The

second is Brazel’s statement at the end of his
press interview to the effect that, in spite of
what he had just said, it was still no weather

balloon. He was familiar with weather balloons
from past experiences, he said, and “I am sure

what I found was no weather observation bal-

loon.... But if I find anything else besides a

bomb, they are going to have a hard time get-

ting me to say anything about it.” Obviously
“patriotic duty” had not completely overcome

Mac’sstrongindependent spirit.

As for the Daily Record, the Brazel interview
combined with Gen. Ramey’s “weather bal-

loon” press release from Ft. Worthseem to have

been more than sufficient to dampen their in-

terest inthe story. Their parting shot was rele-
gated to a complaint voiced on the July 9th

editorial page to the effect that “The Army isn’t
telling its secrets yet, from all appearances

when this was written. Maybe it’s a fluke, and
maybe it isn’t. Anyone’s guess is pretty good at
the moment. Maybe the thing is still a hoax, as
has been the belief of most folks from the start.
pul SOMETHING has been found.” (Emphasis

eirs.

The fact that Mac Brazel was picked up by the
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horities and cooperated fully with
attested to by no less than eigh t

e,allofwhom were in a eats

J it first hand. These include -

ta a el Paul Brazel, Bessie (Brazel)
Schrieber. Walt Whitmore Jr., Bill Rickett and
Frank Joyce. All credible people.

military aut
them has been

different peopl

sng along to the other media outlets in

cre time, the old Roswell Dispatch was
never really in the picture at all as far as the
cover-up was concerned. As amorning paper,

its Julv &th edition was already onthe streets by

the time of Haut’s press release. Although

editor Art McQuiddy confirmed ina July, 1979

interview with Moore that he had been ex-

tremely interested in the story and that from
about 2:00 to 7:00 (on July 8th) the phone rang

off the hook so that it was almost impossible to

get a paper out”, he said that as far as his paper

was concerned the story was a dead issue by

the next day. “I was extremely pissed that the

radio station had gotten the story first and

broke it on the air,” he said. “But in my own

mind,] amconvinced that whatever it was they

found was unique enough to Cause consider-

able interest in the Air Force. I remember

Walter Haut telling me that whatever pieces of

space vehicle they had found had been put ona

plane to Ft. Worth. From there, it disappeared

into the maw ofthe military. They weren't too

happy with Walter about that press release, but

] don't think they muzzled him too much.”

McQuiddy, after living in the Midwest for a

time, hasrecently moved back to Roswell where

he isenjoying hisretirement.

Apparentlythe biggest headache for the forces

of silence and cover-up was created by radio

station KSWS, whose personnel nearly suc-

ceeded in breaking the story. KSWS'’ outlet to

the world was via telephone to their parent

station KOAT in Albuquerque, which had a

direct ABC press teletype connection to Los

Angeles. The story of howthey were ultimately

silenced is fascinating. Itcenters around three

people: Lydia Sleppy (d.'84?), who had been

office manager and teletype operator for radio

Station KOAT in Albuquerque; Merle Tucker,
who owned both KOAT and KSWSas part ofhis

fio Grande Broadcasting Corporation; and
Johnny McBoyle, who was news reporter and
part owner of the Roswell affiliate. It is impor-

lant Lo note here that Chapter 2 of the original

Roswell Incidentbook contains ahighly drama-
tized and somewhat inaccurate version of this
Story which was based upon research done by
Moore and Friedman, but actually written by
Charles Berlitz. The version which appears
here 1s both more complete and more accurate
than that in the former book, and should there-
fore be regarded as the final authority on the
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matter. Lydia Sleppy was interv ieman in January of 1979, and by Moons ceed
of '79 and April of '82. Stan talked arch

to JohMcBoyle in January of ’79: and Bi iedMerle Tucker in March, of "79, May ee witsagainin February of '85, rm ee and

Accordingto Mrs. Sleppy,she was sj
desk at KOAT at about 4:00 in the anon nerwhen the phone rang. Although the date ie
Even am book as July 7th,
this was arrived at strictly through extrapol '

tion. All Lydia could remember was that tte
sometime in the summer of 1947, during atime
when her boss, Merle Tucker, was Out of town
on business which had something todo withthe
securing of a broadcast license for a new Sta-
tion in his Rio Grande network. Consequently
the date here could have been July 7th, but was
more likely July 8th only hours after the Haut/
Joyce press release and just before the time
that Mac Brazel was picked up my military
authorities at the home of Whitmore Sr. In any
event, the voice on the other end of the line was
that of Johnny McBoyle, and it was not a par-

ticularly good connection:

“| was not sure where he was calling from. | didn't ask,
but there was a lot of noise on the line and Johnny was

excited. ‘Lydia,’ he said, ‘there’s been one of those
flying saucer things crash down here north of Roswell.’

/ think the first thing | asked him was if he had been

drinking. He said no, he hadn't; and he thought maybe

we should put the story on the wire. He said he had

seenit. He hadbeenina restaurant when amancame

in and said he had the thing (stored) in a cattle shelter.

He (Johnny) had gone out and seen it, and as soon as

he got to aphone he called in because he knew we had

a wire. Itwas pretty well mashed up. | think the term he

probably dictated to me was that he said it looked like a

big crumpled dishpan....

“Anyway, | had one of those chairs with wheels on it

and | rolled it over to the teletype and sat there with the

phone on my shoulder and began to type what he was

dictating. | don't know how much| got in, but it wasn't

much because the wire cut off just after | had gotten

started. Now it wasn't unusual for the system to go off

for a while because there was a lot of military traffic out

of New Mexico at that time and they would jam up the

wires, but this was the first time | was ever cut off in mid-

transmission. | recall being annoyed about it and! said

something to Johnny who seemed upset too. There

was a lot of noise on the phone line, and | thought he

might have been talking to someone else at his end but

Ican'tsay for sure. Itwas along time ago.

“What | can say for certain is that the next thing that
happened was the teletype began to type back at me.

Now it had never done that before and frankly | didn't

even know it could do that— not in the middle ofa
transmission anyway. So! looked to see what it was



doing and then | really got a Jolt because it was tellinme not to send that story out! ...1can't recall the pa
words. It was something like: ‘Attention Albuquerque
Cease Transmission. Repeat. Cease Transmission.
National Security Item. Stand By.’ That may not be
exactly right, but it’s close. | know it r

, but 
’ 

ope

‘cease transmission 'part twice. peated the

“So | said to Johnny, ‘Whatdo!do now?’ And then /got
another jolt because he said ‘Nothing; just forget about
it. You never heard it. Look,’ he said, ‘you're not
supposed to know. Don't talk about it to anyone.’ And
the line went dead. He had hung up.

‘Wath | dian t do anything; but when Mr. Tucker came

He(Johnny) had gone out and seen
It....and it was pretty well mashed

_up. | think he probably dictated to

me that he said it looked like a big

crumpled dishpan.

back in, which was maybe the nextday, | told him about
it and he was very concerned because he thought

maybe the station would lose its license over such a

thing. | tried talking to Johnny McBoyle when he was in

our office later, but all he would say was that a plane

had taken the wreckage from Roswell and flown it

somewhere, and that there were armed guards around

the plane before it took off. Later, he wouldn't talk atall,

except to Say that it was a military matter. ‘Don't ask,

you re not supposed to know, 'he told me.

Merle Tucker’s memory of the affair was virtu-

ally the same as Lydia’s, even though the two

hadn't beenintouch with one-another formany

years. According to Tucker, he had indeed

been out of town at the time of the teletype

incident, and he was both surprised and angry

when he found out about it upon his return.

“lwas very angry that it had gotten out, and! remember

saying to my staff that radio stations can lose their

licenses over things like this. My first thought was to try

to protect the reputation of my station by finding some-

one who could say something about it first hand, but!

wasn't able to do so.”

Tucker said that when he tried to discuss the

matter with Johnny McBoyle, he learned only

that McBoyle had actually succeeded in get-

ting to the crash site before phoning Sleppy,

but “the Army picked him up and told him to

forgetit.” Whether McBoyle attempted to break

security by phoning Albuquerque and got

caught at it, or whether he got picked upimme-

diately afterwards remains uncertain. When

Friedman attempted to interview him about it.

McBoyle refused to discussit.

Jud Roberts, who was manager of KSWS in

Roswell at the time, seemed unaware of

McBoyle’s involvementin the affair when inter-

viewed by Moore in 1981. Roberts recalled only

that he had sent a reporter out to try to learn

more about the crash, but when the man came

back later, all he would say was that he had

been turned back by amilitary roadblock. This

man was probably Johnny McBoyle, but it could

also have been George Walsh, who was another

of KSWS' employees during the summer of

1947. Walsh, however, is the less likely candi-

date since, according to both Lydia Sleppy and

Merle Tucker, it was Walsh who telephoned the

Albuquerque Associated Press (A.P.) Bureau

and got them involved with the story. This

resulted in the A.P. rushing two of their men,

Jason Kellahin and R.A. Adair, to Roswell with

special equipment designed to enable them to

transmit wire photos back to Albuquerque via

telephone, from whence they could be relayed

to the rest of the world. Unfortunately the two

men arrived at the office of the Daily Recordon

the evening of July 8th, just in time to witness

Mac Brazel tell the last part of his second story

to reporters. Somewhat disappointed that the

whole affair had apparently blown over, they

set up their equipment anyhow and transmit-

ted the first wire photo eversent out ofRoswell—

a picture of Mac Brazel himself. It was one of

only a few photos ever taken of the man, and is

reproduced in the Roswell Incident book. The

picture took seven minutes to transmit. Today

the same task is routinely accomplished in a

matterof seconds.

Kellahin and Adair, although they didn’t know

it, were the final links in the cover-up. It was

their account of Brazel’s second story which,

when transmitted to the world along with

Brazel’s picture on the A.P. hook-up they had

so hastily installed in Roswell, served to give

the military’s cover story wide enough play to

assure that it would run in virtually every ma-

jornewspaper in the country. With the author-

ity and credibility of the A.P. behind it, there

was no reason to expect that it wouldn't be

believed. Gen. Ramey’s statement from Ft.

Worth, which hit the wires at about the same

time, wasjusticingonthe cake.

Once the fix wasin,itstayed. Today, goingon 45
years later, the whole truth has yet tobe told.

OW Dee
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EDITORIAL:

NEVADA NONSENSE

All that high strangeness stuff out 
ot ek

has gotten a little stranger. e
s ie

Lazar— the guy who recently clatire Sea

had access to the government 
S secret ast

secrets about alien-related po
ns an ee -

middle of the Nevada Test Site: —
recently pled guilty in Las Vegas

 to a =

bargained felony count of panderi
ng ¢ a S

legalese for “pimping”) in connection wi
t 7

illegal cat house (that's slang for “brothel”

which he and one Toni Bulloch, a known prosti-
tute (that’s formal for “whore”) who was 

his

alleged partner (no pun intended), were oper-

ating out of two apartments on Tamarus Street

in that famed city of (red?) neon lights. The

charge carries a possible sentence of one to six

years anda maximum fine of $5,000.

According to police, the two apartments used

forthe operation were connected by a passage-

way which had been cut through the wall ofthe

building. Clients would allegedly enter through

one apartment and exit via the other. In addi-

tion, the Lazar-Bulloch operation is said to

have employed sophisticated surveillance

cameras and hidden microphones to videotape

customers “at play”, and to have maintained

lists of clients’ license plate numbers— both

practices which some have suggested are typi-

cal ofcertain blackmail operations.

If Lazar ever had a security clearance at Los

Alamos, as has been alleged, then it must have

been a strange one indeed, for according to a

police statement tothe Las Vegas Review Jour-

nal, Lazar had known connections to prostitu-

tion in New Mexico as well through something

known as the Honeysuckle Ranch Lotion &

Massage Parlor. Authorities characterizedthe

operation as nothing more than a front for

prostitution in the Los Alamos area. (Lazar,

however, claims the “ranch” in New Mexico

was nothing more than an out-of-state check-

ing account for a legal Nevada brothel.) If so,

the checking account was reportedly “busted”

when an irate wife caught wind of her hus-

band's partaking ofmembership “benefits” and

contacted the local authorities. One reliable

source tells me that anumber of reputable Los

Alamos scientists were in the bed... ah...bag

when the raidcame.

As if all this isn’t enough, a civil suit was re-

cently filed against Lazar by Nippon Television

(Japan) which further erodes his credibility

and reputation. Lazar reportedly accepted a

sum “in excess of $5,000 plus expenses” in ex-
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ee

change for an exclusive contract w
to go to Japan and tell his story.
minute, Lazar cancelled the trip cl

he had been threatened, and the

pocketed both the cash and the

walked away from the deal.

ith Nippo

At the lact
aiming that
n allegedly
tickets and

Fair-Witness has gone to considerab
effort and expense to take a look at th

Lazarthing. While we are prepared to conced
the strong possibility that something alie
UFO-related is going on in mid-Nevada we cn
find no reason to directly connect Lazar with
any of it.Nordo wesee any particular reasonto
suspect that there is deliberate government
deception involved here, either witting or un-
witting. Rather, it is our considered opinion at
this time that Lazar is nothing more than a
clever opportunist who carefully observed John

Lear's publicity-oriented antics during early

1989, and cooked up a story of his own based

upon Lear's claims and similar rumors which
were making the rounds of the UFO commu-

nity and the public at that time. Even his story
about the importance of “element 115” in the

alien’s propulsion technology is questionable

when considered in light of the fact that a short

piece about such “transuranic” elements ap-

peared in Scientific American shortly before

he begantelling it.

le time,

1S whole

Is there precedent for all of this? Remember

Silas M. Newton, the respectible man-about-

Hollywood who claimed intimate knowledge of

crashed UFOs and venusians which he said

came directly to him from an important and

well-credentialed government “magnetic sci-

entist” who had personally worked on the proj-

ect? Frank Scully bought the story and turned

it into a book (Behind the Flying Saucers, NY:

Holt, 1950). Federal authorities, however, didn't,

and their investigation resulted in the convic-

tion of both Newton and his phoney govern-

ment scientist friend, Leo GeBauer, on confi-

dence charges in Denver two years later.

Lazar continues to tell his stories however and,
the above scandal notwithstanding, lots of
people continue to be interested. Meanwhile,
with events of high strangeness continuing to
occur in mid-Nevada, Fair-Witness continues

to collect data. Our opinions are not cast in

cement. If something happens to cause us to
reassess them, you’ llread about it here.
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A FOCUS COMMENTARY ON RECENT DEVELOPMENTS

INGULF BREEZE
SKELETON IN THE ATTIC?

By Zan Overall

Hold onto your hats! You've he
Walters and all the S0ings-on in
Florida? Well, recentlyam
resembling those in Ed W
covered in the attic of FE
there. The new owner, a toxilocal smog control board, found ist Sea
styrofoam model buried under insulation in
the attic.

ard about Ed
Gulf Breeze,

odelofaUFO closely
alters’ book was dis-
d’s old house down

The story broke with headlines inedition ofthe Pensacola News Journal ne
10,1990. Several months ago areporter, Criag
Meyers, had been assigned to investigate and
report on Ed Walters, allegedly because the
newspaper wanted to have something of sub-
stance to offer its readers in connection with
the upcoming MUFON International UFO Sym-
posium to be held in Pensacola July 6-8. The
announced feature speakers for that confer-
ence are Ed and Frances Walters.

Meyers, a skeptic, has been pursuing numer-
ous leads in the case. He was also responsible
for publishing the research I have done on the
controversial “ghost-demon’” photo, an early
party photograph which some believe indi-
cates Ed has more knowledge of trick photog-

raphythanhe has admitted to.

Meyers interviewed the present owners of the

house. They are new to the area and were not

particularly familiar with the Walters affair.

One of the questions Meyers had prepared to

ask was, “Have you come across any models of

UFOs?” J imagine he did not ask it with a very

great expectation of getting a “yes,” but he told

methecouple looked at each other and brought

out the model which they had discovered in

March of this year. It was brought to light

purely by accident after the occupant (who

does not wish his name published) decided to

install a water line for the ice-maker in his

fridge. The man and his wife have both signed

sworn statements about their part in all this.

Because of Meyers’ critical articles about him

in the past, Ed will not allow himself to be

interviewed by the man; so the editor of the

paper invited Ed to his office. Without warning,
the editor pulled out the model and asked Ed if

he had ever seen it. Ed denied knowledge and

accused his critics of planting it. He wisely did

not name names, but the obvious reference

was to Dr. Willy Smith, Robert Boyd, arch de-

bunker Philip Klass, and myself. The News

Journal contacted all of us and asked for state-
ments. We all denied any involvement. The

paper then asked if we would sign sworn state-

ments and agree to lie detector tests. lagreed,

although I don’t believe such tests are really

relaible. The fact that Ed Walters passed sucha

test in regards to his alleged sightings reduces

myfaithinthemto zero.

On the subject of sworn statements, in a con-

versation with Ed’s publisher, I learned that

Morrow published Ed’s book, as non-fiction,

without the protection, for both the publisher

and the public, of a sworn affadavit from the

authors.

All ofthis is reminiscent ofthe Billy Meier hoax

in Switzerland. Meier, like Ed, claims to have

photographed many UFOs during the course of

hisclaimed contacts with advanced beings from

the Pleiades. When skeptics discovered mod-

els of some of these “UFOs” in Meier’s barn,
however, Meier took asomewhat different tack

in defending himself than Ed. He admitted
making the models, but said he did so only to

assist himselfin studying the genuine UFOs he
had photographed. By denying knowledge of

the model, Ed has cut himself off from such a

defense. In any case, it would be hard to con-

vince anyone of innocent intent, considering

that the model found in Ed’s former home had

obviously been hidden. Ed will have a hard

time selling his claim that he was set-up by his

critics since it seems unreasonable that anyone

planting a model would put it in a place where
it was unlikely to be found. Hiding a model
under insulation in an attic would hardly seem
productive in such a situation considering that
it might have remained there undiscovered for
many years.

The story about the discovery of the model
contains a statement from Mr. Ken Forten-
berry, managing editor of the News Journal.
He explains that the paper is not taking an anti-
UFO stand, it is just putting the facts about Ed
on the record and leaving it up to the reader to
decide. “Don’t dare call me a debunker,” he
states, and perhaps with good reason. One of
the most famous pilot-UFO close-encounter
events of the 1950s was the Nash-Fortenberry
case of 1952. As achild, Ken suffered consider-
able ridicule because of the publicity his father
received about the experience. (Small planet,
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isn’t it?)

unbelievably, allthe UFO people

expec ee acked Ed so fervently are buying his
story and rallying to his side in this crisis. The
“When Prophecy Fails” syndrome appears to

be kicking in. With all the commotion, the

upcoming MUFON International UFO Sympo-

sium to be heldin PensacolathisJuly should be
fascinatingentertainment.

IN DEFENSE OF ETHICS, STAN-

DARDS AND ED WALTERS

By William L. Moore

I have never been a supporter of Ed Walters

and his Gulf Breeze UFO photos; nor have I

been one of his critics. Rather, it has been my

pleasure to sit quietly on the fence and watch

this fascinating dramaas it continues to unfold.
While I have leaned perhaps a bit in Ed’s favor,

due forthe most part to the photographic work

done by Dr. Bruce Maccabee, I have been very

careful to include as part of my answer to all

inquiries, the phrase which best describes my

feeling about the case— “The jury is still out.”

None of the above events has done anything to
change my mind. I am still “on the fence” and

enjoying the view as much as ever. This is the
first piece I have ever written about GulfBreeze;
and indeed I wouldn't have written this one if I

didn’t see the need to provide some sense of
skeptical balance tothe confusion.

From my lofty perch in the middle ofthe road, I

see a few things about all of these allegedly

disquieting revelations whichI find profoundly

disturbing:

First ofall, if Ed Walters is going to be accused
of perpetratinga hoax, it must be onthe basis of
evidence and not circumstance. So far, all I
have seen is circumstance. Consider: Ed built

himself a new home well over a year ago and
put the old one up for sale. It stood vacant for

more than six months before the new owners
took up residence. During the time it was on
the market, it was frequently left open during
the daytime so that prospective buyers could
have an opportunity to view it. Literally any-
one, including News Journal reporter Craig
Meyers, could have entered it during that time
and had free run of the place. Planting asmall
model under attic insulation would be a piece
ofcake.

Secondly. when the facts of the matter are all
brought to bear, it turns out that the model was

art) under the insulation at
v ad ; (a collapsable

stair accessed by pulling a rope hanging from
the ceiling ofthe garage). Its “partially hidden”
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Status was such that it would h jaquite easily noticed by anyone going up ween
stairs to access the “attic”, which a allemore of a crawl space under the roof. Thieindeed, is exactly how it was di
present owners. Scovered by the

Finally, what I find most Curioubehavior of Mr. Meyers, the reporter te. ne
man had both motive and Opportunity, the ic
no doubt. Not only had the wnat.
several anti-Ed articles in the Past, b
had admittedly assigned Meyers “severalmonths ago” to bird-dog Ed for the Purpose ofdeveloping “something of substance” to offer
their readers in connection with the upcomi
MUFON event. To assume that “somethi aS Ing ofsubstance” would be a positive piece in light of
the News Journal's negative stance in the past
would seem to be stretching a point. Further-
more, the strategy of going to the present own-
ers of Ed’s old house deliberately to ask them if
any models had been found (which, by Meyers’
own admission was part of his agenda) literally
reeks of contrivance! The incompetent and
inexcusable behavior of Meyers and his editor
after the model was turned over to them. how-
ever, iseven more suspicious. Hadit been me, I
would have immediately and without touching
the model, put it in a plastic bag, a paper bag,a
pillow case, or whatever and taken it at once to
a competent forensic lab for fingerprinting—
the one irrefutable way of either tying Ed to the
model or exonerating him completely. Not
only do Meyers and his editor not do this, but
they immediately take the model to Ed himself,
confront him with it, and hand it to him— thus
assuring that his prints willbe onit!

run

ut they

What I am suggesting here is that there is as
much circumstantial evidence in favor of the
argument that the News Journal wanted ascoop
and arranged to get one, as there is against Ed
as a hoaxer. Remember that because of the
fingerprint snafu, the only thing which ties Ed

tothe modelatallis the circumstantial fact that

he once lived in the house where it was found.

That sure as hell is not the sort of stuff which

would hold up in court, and that’s precisely the

reason I intend to remain on that fence where

I've been allalongonthis case.

SLIPPING OFF THE FENCE: ALAST

MINUTE UPDATE

By William L. Moore (June 20th)

What you just read above, I wrote last week

(June 11th). New developments in the Ed case

since that time have been truly devastating—

indeed, so much so that it now appears that the

hard evidence needed to expose Ed Walters as

a fraud and his Gulf Breeze photographs as
clever forgeries may be close at hand.



Last Friday (June 15th), Tommy Smith, a 22
year-old ex-resident, confessed to Gulf Breeze
mayor Ed Gray, chief of police Jerry Brown,
and two newspaper reporters that he had been
an early accomplice of Ed in producing bogus
photographs of UFOs. He even produced a few
never-before-seen photographs. of Ed-type
UFOs to prove it. According to Smith, he and
another young man named Hank Boland (who
is now attending film school in Chicago) as-
sisted Ed Walters in producing double expo-
sure photographs ofaUFO model taped to the
end of a long, black-painted pole and illumi-
nated with a flashlight. Smith stated that at
first he thought the whole thing was “just an-
other of Ed’s pranks”, but when he realized
things were getting serious he went to his fa-
ther, a well-known Gulf Breeze area lawyer
and ex-member of the city council, to seek
advice. His father, he said, advised him to “get

out of it” and have nothing more to do with Ed.
When contacted by the authorities and report-

ers, Smith's father confirmed his son’s story.

Both later appeared at a press conference held

on Tuesday, June 19th, and retold their story.

According to Smith, it was the discovery ofa

styrofoam, paper and plastic model under in-

sulation in the attic of Ed’s former Gulf Breeze

residence which prompted him to come for-

ward with what he knew. He said that he had

been present when two of the most important

pieces of “evidence” in Ed’s portfolio were fab-

ricated— the famed videotape of a UFO over

Ed's back yard, and the impressive still photo

of a UFO hovering above a road. Ed took

considerable time experimenting with various

techniques before he obtained satisfactory re-

sults, Smith alleged. In all cases, however, the

basic technique was to create a photo of an
illuminated model against a black backdrop,

and then double expose the frame with an

appropriate outdoor shot. The videotape was

created by taping aroughly 8" model tothe end

ofa hollow black conduit tube, and then taping

a flashlight to the other end. The model was

then illuminated by shining the flashlight

through the tube. An accomplice (presumably

Smith) then held the tube aloft and carried it

along a pre-planned “trajectory” while a sec-

ond person held the video camera.

Smith also alleged that Ed’s wife Frances and

his son Danny were participants in the hoax

and were aware of other non-photographic

evidence created by Ed to bolster his claims—

such as the circle of dead grass behind Ed's

house which was supposed to be a UFO landing

site but which, accordingtoSmith, was actually

created by an overturned trampoline.

Hank Boland, interviewed in person in Chi-
capo following a hasty trip there by Gray and

Brown, atfirst refused to either “confirm or

deny” the story. Later, when contacted by a

reporter for the Pensacola - , Bo-
landclaimed that the photos in Smith’s posses-

sion are of areal UFO and that Smith had seen

it and taken the pictures himself. He main-

tained that Smith's confession was either moti-

vated by“religious reasons’or that he had been

“pressured” into it, possibly by debunkers. Ed
Walters, taking asimilar stance in self-defense,
dismissed Smith's allegations as “ludicrous ,

denied creating any fake photographs, and re-

interated his belief that the affair is a deliber-

ate attempt to discredit him and the MUFON

organization which has, up to now, been one of

his strongest supporters. Accordingto reports,
however, the : was able to con-

firm that Boland had spoken to Ed by phone

after meeting with Gray and Brown, and before
making his statementto the paper.

According to Dr. Bruce Maccabee, he has ex-

perimented with the method Smith claims was

used to fabricate the photos, and “it doesnt

wash.” While it is indeed possible to produce

photos of “UFOs” by using this technique, Mac-

cabee admits, no one has yet been able to re-

produce the quality which is consistently pres-

ent in the photos which Ed has claimed are of

real UFOs. Furthermore, there is the question

of sightings of similar objects by literally hun-

dreds of other Gulf Breeze residents— sight-

ings which debunkers claim were staged by

attaching flares or illuminated models to black

hot air balloons but which Maccabee asserts

are inconsistent with such trickery.

Both Maccabee and MUFON immediately at-

tempted to call Smith’s motivation into ques-

tion, using Boland’s characterization of him as

some sort of religious zealot, to bolster their

deteriorating position. Also, dark allegations

of some sort of debunker or government-in-

spired conspiracy against both Ed and MUFON

have predictably begun to circulate, although

nothing is offered in support of them but specu-

lation.

Am I still “on the fence” about this case? Yes, I

am— but only because I see a need to let this

thing play out. Admittedly the mounting evi-

dence looks bad for those believers who put
their reputations and sometimes that of their
organizations on the line to support Ed Wal-

ters. Even so, with the air still full of flying
allegations and counter-allegations (if not
UFOs), I'm prepared to wait until the dust settles.
After all, who knows what revelations may come

to light over the next few weeks as the case for
the defense makes itselfheard..
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ANNOUNCING!
MJ-12 DOCUMENTS:

AN ANALYTICAL REPORT

By William L. Moore & Jamie H. Shandera

A complete comprehensive, in-depth, definitive exam
ination of the

pects of the controversial MJ-12 documents (
type-

pings, signatures, etc.), plus addi-

e-published information on eight

Well over 100 pages of material,

Included are sections

non-content as

faces, Stylistics, caveats, sta
m

tional new, detailed, never-befor:

other sets of related documents

plus extensive appendix and bibliography

on

* The Elisworth AFB document of 1977

* The so-called Aquarius telex

* The OSI memo on Stanton Friedman

* The Kirtland AFB documents

* The Hilltop Document

* The so-called Carter Briefing documents

* The ClIAmemoranda

* The Poland letter

* The Eisenhower Briefing document

* The Tumanmemorandum

* The Cutler-Twining memo

‘And much more! This exhaustive and long-awaited report ad-

idresses a wide variety of questions and objections which have been

raised about these documents, and presents the evidence in aclear

and impartial manner. Its the resultof more than six years of pains-

taking research and investigation

Copies are in limited supply and can only be obtained in one of the

‘following ways

(A) Send cash, check or money order in the amount of $25.00/ copy

plus an additional $3.00/copy postage & handling. (No discounts)

OR

(B) Become a new subscriber to FOCUS any time between April 1,

1990 and October1, 1990 and receive one free copy for each year of

your subscription. ($20.00/yr. Minimum: one year)

OR

(C) Renew an existing subscription for a minimum of one year

‘between April 1, 1990 and October, 1990 and receive one free

'copy for each year of your renewal. (If you have already rnewed

|

{

‘within this time frame, you qualify!)

OR

'(D) Give a gift subscription (minimum one year) to a friendor relative

|\between April 1, 1990 and October1, 1990 and receive one free

|
|

|

copy (either for yourself of for the recipient of the subscription:

please designate) for each year subscribed for.

The above offer does pot apply to “Exchange” or other non-paid

subscribers (Exchange editors: A limited number of review copies

will be available. Please apply early if interested.)

Fair-Witness Project
4219 W. Olive Ave., #247
Burbank,CA 91505

FOCUS is a quarterly newsletter published
by the Fair-Witness Project, Inc., anon-profit
organization founded in 1984 and incorpo-
rated in the State of Delaware. Publisher is
the Fair- Witness Project, Inc. Co-editors
are William L. Moore and Jimmy Ward. .

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR are welcome

and will be run if appropriate. Please ad-
dress letters to the Project c/o the address
on the front cover. Letters must be signed
and must bear a return address. Anony-

mous letters will not be considered.

UNSOLICITED ARTICLES are welcome and

will be considered for publication, but can-

not be returned unless accompanied by suf-

ficient postage.

FOCUS subscribers are reminded that they

are entitled to a 20% discount on the pur-

chase of books and publications from W.L.

Moore Publications. To receive a listing of

available items, please write.

FOCUS subscriptions are $20.00/ year for

domestic and $25.00 for foreign. Newslet-

ters are mailed bulk rate to U.S. subscrib-

ers, and surface rate to foreign. Foreign Air

Mailservice is available at extracost. Please

contact us for details.

EDITORS who receive FOCUS on an ex-

change basis are hereby granted permis-

sion to quote from articles appearing herein

provided that quotations do not exceed 200

words per article, and providing that due

credit is given both the writer (if listed) and

the Project. For permission to use larger

quotations or to reprint entire articles,

please contact us in writing.

DONATIONS to the Project are welcome

and are tax-deductable.

ADVERTISING in future publications is

available and welcome. For information as

to size, rate, etc., contact us for details.

THANK YOU FOR READING FOCUS
<A
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