meteorological phenomena like small tornadoes, were collected into a
category called OTHER, A separate gory for the unc natural
phenomena associated with light reflections or refractions, such as mirages,
sun dogs, inversion-layer images, and distortions caused by airborne ice,
was eatablished with the title of LIGHT PHENOMENON. Categories for
INSUFFICIENT INFORMATION, PSYCHOLOGICAL MANIFESTATIONS, and
UNKNOWN were provided [or the sightings that could not be fitted into the
preceding identifications. An explanation of their use follows:

INSUFFICIENT INFORMATION = This identification category
was assigned to a report when, upon final con-
sideration, there was some essential item of
information missing, or there was enough
doubt about what data were available to disallow
identification as a common object or some
natural phenomenon. It is emphasized that this
category of identification was not used as a
convenient way to dispose of what might be
called “poor unknowns", but as a category for
teports that, perhaps, could have been one of
several known objects or natural phenomena,

No reports identified as INSUFFICIENT INFORMA-
TION contain authenticated facts or impressions
concerning the sighting that would prevent its

being identified as a known object or phenomenon;

PSYCHOLOGICAL MANIFESTATIONS — This identification
Category was assigned to a report when,
although it was well established that the ob-
server had seen something, it was also
obvious that the description of the sighting
had been overdrawn, Religious fanaticiam, a
desire for publicity, or an over-active imagi=
nation were the most common mental aber=
Fations causing this type of report;

UNKNOWN — This designation in the identification code was
assigned to those reports of sightings wherein
the description of the object and its mancuvers
could not be fitted to the pattern of any known
object or phenomenon.

For the purposes of this stud 3¥, iwo groups of identifications were
recognized, the KNOWNS (including all identification categories except the
UNKNOWNS) and the UNKNOWNS,

All possible identifications provided in the code system, except
INSUFFICIENT INFORMAT ION and KNOWN, could be assigned accord-
Ing 10 two degrees of certainty, designated "Certain” and "Doubtful®,
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the validity of the evaluation, By "rule-of-thun
bility of the identification being correct was bette
Dok fs T, e a4 h'

It is emphasized again that, as was true
tion, preliminary and final identification was

of consultants prwldte mkgmnd lnhrm
of the cascs rep !
and discassed with varicus members of the
final identification.

< in the 1i
Seatificati was

general fund of knowledge required to identify
unidentified aerial object, an attempt was made
such as flight plans of aircraft, records of ball
ditions, and an astronomical almanac \l'hh the

The procedure followed in making final
planation because of the importance uanmﬂ
for statistical As was

During an identification conference,
studied, from the original data, by one per
decision, it was checked against the preliminai
identifications were the same, the re
considered finished, If the two imuiknhu
was considercd later by everyonc participal
group decision could be made.

what the preliminary identification hd be
ision was not made within a rulmbi time,
d to certain
opinions, If, after this, disagr
sighting was identified as UNKNOW




