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By Frank Edwards

Commentotor Edwards is today's guest colum-
nut for Drew Pearson, who i on vecation.

N .'. “ r p D

' scigntists - are -conductthy closely
of a radically - ney type of
If it meets their expectations,
i¢ might revolutionize the Industry.

The mew DBritish experimenial job uses a
very small engine (o operate a tiny hydraullo
pump. delivers the pewer teo the
sctivating a transmission filled
with wercury. ,

The British are so jealous of the car that
they test it indoors in the daytime, take it

dark. It ig light, fast, and has surprisingly
few movln& parts. The Britiah hope it- will

new markets in areas wlere price and
dependablility are of pararaount importance.

A RECENT DISCOVERY: in the war against
cancer in Brazil has upset a theory and re-
placed it with a question mark. .

In South America, teams of biologists are
probing deep into the jungle, studying the

living habits of isolated communities where- "

cancer is unheard of. By American standards,
these people are underfed. They often lack
even rudimentary ‘'medical care. They have

poor sanitation slandards. But they do not

bhave cancer. Why?

_ The biologists are checking the water sup-

, the food, the air and the soil in hope

t somewhere in that combination they
may find the facter which enables these peo-
Pe to avoid the cancer scourge. Research
under those circumstances is grueling, heart
breaking work, but it gees-on 24 hours a day.

cerfree commu.nities 1n remote South Ameri:
can areas deflates .the theory that cancer

guht % caused by exposure lo cosmic rays
om outer space. ese people in [Ré DOr-
ders_of the jungle get the same dosage of
rosmic rays as the city dweller receives. But
certain groups of the jungle dwellers do not
heve cancer. Why? Thus far, nobody knows,
but patient researchers u'e_“tryirgg to find out.

.~ ONE' OF THE BEST-KEPT secrets of the
aviation world 18 the flight-testing of a ram
jet plane in California for the past three
months. Ram jets are the so-called flying
stovepipes. With no moving parts. they are
nothing more than a tube with a fire inside,
fed by -fuel pumped in at high pressure.

* The ram Jet cannot operafe nntil a com-

avewovercome that by equipping the test

planes with conventional jet engines which
get she plane into the ait and moving at the
required speed. Then ‘the pilot turns on the
mighty ram jets, cuts off the ordinary jels,
and goes streaking away,at;.lpee'd: in excess
of 1600 miles per hour. -
Test speeds of today become the schedul
speeds of tomorrow. As vou fly over the Mo-
Jave Desert in today's passeriger plane at 300
miles an hour. you can sometimes faintly dis-
_cern the ‘wagon tracks of the 49'ers who did
well 10 make 300 miles in a monih. And .the
300 miles-per hour of todays passenger hiners
will soon be outmoded by planes that are
flying secretly today. -~ . - J

_ ALL CHANGE 1S NOT necessarily progress,
‘Wowever. For example, in the New |{e¥rides
Islands, hydrpgen peroxide is 6n - the hest-
“#eliér list—not for (s medicinal value but for

‘Minnesota's prosperity.

€ancer Clues Hu;ntéd in Jungles

its ability to change the color of the natjves’
hair from its. normal bjack to a brilllant
orange. As the change {3 far {from pérmanent,
the natives are upom‘uu-loo much of' their
there. L% ay -

tHEPe

STV ¢
suthorties

20 percemt-of It are’ womsen whe
want to become blond—or whe nre aiready
blond and want (e stay that way. Editerials’
In Japanése papers demouncing the fad have
had the result that sech editerials usmally
have when wemen's fashions are comcerned.

A businessman brought in. a_lhree-pound
wad of gummy black paper which he claimed
was money, damaged by water. The banker
sent it in to the Treasury Department. It
was determined eventually that it really was
damaged money, more than $40,000 worth,

*and, the Treasury replaced it.

The Treasury also examined the owner’s
income tax retarns for the past few years.
As a result, Uncle Sam is going te ask fer.
the entire amount it replaced for him—plus
interest. Seems that the gentleman forget te
mention be had it when he made out his tax
returns a few years age. ; R,

Although the cost of llving ls still hovering
around the all-time hjgh, there is a bright -
spot: The price of dinosaur ‘bones is down
slightly. A

THE HIGH:GRADE ironore deposits of
Minnesota's Mesabi Range are seriously de-
pleted. Still plentiful, however, are the vast
deposits of low-grade iron. ore called taconite.
It is extremely hard to ‘work. Ordinary ex-
plosives can't do much with it at all. But
thanks to a bit of byngling by Hitler's air
force, Minnesota's taconite ore may soom -be
flowing to market. . . 4

Hitler's fliers tried bombing some Spanish
cities with a mixture of liquid oxygea and

some startling resulfs, dbut because of the un-
predictable nature of the explesive they also
lest a lot of hombers which exploded in mid-
oxygen bomb -discontinued, at-énce. -

Specialists who studied - the -disastrous ef-
forts of the Nazis eventually discovered the
reason for the premature explosions. They
worked out-a mixture, that handles as safely
as dynamite, but’ which -packs a wallop far
beyond the power of canventional explosives.

In a recent.test in-the Minnesota taconite
deposits, test holes were loaded with the
liquid oxygen mixture.and with conventional
explosives. When the uproar subsided, it was
discovered -the liquid oxygen explosive had .
blasted out 12,000 toms of the taconite—
’a_t‘)‘out Lhreevlimc: more than'its competitor
L o dl.hUllXpll-‘hL'dT -

Adolf's folly may have paved the” way for

THE MAN IN THE MOON has a scratch
on his cheek, ind astronomers are baffled by
it First. noted by amateur astronomer Frank
Manning of New Orleans, the new marking
has been photographed by several ohsera-
tories and confirmed by others,

Frank Malstead, in charge of the Darling
Observatory at Duluth, located the straight-
black line which crosses the crater Picco-
lomini and showed it to more than 80 victors
wWho were participating in the observatory's
guest night. .

Halstead estimates that {he line in the cra-
ter is about 15 miles long and perfectly
Straight. He has no. explanation to offer,
’n:e;e_lx“u&s_ he s ?".h;l from his years of
study of the moon that tHe marki
there before this year. TR

HERALD Sundey, September 5, 1954
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A sample of some articles in recent issues:

Frank Edwards,
Lunar Anomalies, and an Astronomer

Frank Edwards, news commentator and famous radio announcer (launching his radio career in 1923) .
authored the book entitled Flying Saucers - Serious Business (Bantam Books, 1966). It is interesting to ‘e

rgad comments and descriptions of UFO events from earlier works because they give the reader a '
QIfferent perspective on the UFO topic. Today, much of the interest and mystique surrounding craft that maneuver
in a way that far exceeds our present capabilities has somewhat diminished. In the 1950s and 60s, the interest was
at an all time high. People wanted to know what was in our skies that even our fastest jet planes couldn’t catch up
to: what were the mysterious lights that were reported making astonishing turns and traveling at unheard of speeds,
and what of our own scientists ... were they at all concerned about the UFOs that were plaguing our nation and the
rest of the world? Frank Edwards seems to think that science was interested, but many were afraid to delve too
deeply into this area of silliness which could swiftly end a promising career.

Our own Moon has long been an object of mystery. Myths surrounding this lifeless orb are numerous, yet some
extremely fascinating. Richard C. Hoagland is a modern day researcher who has placed himself in jeopardy with
his fantastic claims of domes and various other structures being present on the lunar surface. But, Hoagland was
surely not the first. Frank Edwards in his above mentioned book speaks to a scientist who also saw something
anomalous on the Moon years before Hoagland entered the scene.

Frank Edwards speaks of a Frank Halstead, who was an apprentice to the founder of the Darling Observatory in
Duluth, Minnesota. After ten years of study under Professor Darling, Frank Halstead became the curator at the
Observatory. He served in this capacity for fifteen years. Frank Edwards had the privilege of interviewing Frank
Halstead in 1959, an interview he recorded with consent.

The following is an excerpt from that interview as found in Frank Edwards book Flying Saucers - Serious Business.

"| [Frank Edwards] suggested that | would like to question him [Frank Halstead] about the moon, since | knew that
he had specialized in that subject. Halstead agreed and | inquired whether he had ever seen anything unusual on

the moon.

r Halstead: Yes | have. It happened on the night of July 6, 1954. My assistant at Darling Observatory, Mr. Raymond
Matsuhara, and myself and sixteen visitors all observed a straight black line on the floor of the crater Piccolomini.
We did not see it move, of course. It was just a straight line in that crater where no black line had been seen

before. We watched it for several hours. Bad weather prevented our viewing the thing for several nights and when

we did get another good look at it the line was no longer visible.

Edwards: Did anyone else see the same thing?

Halstead: Yes, Frank Manning, well known amateur astronomer in New Orleans (using a fifteen-inch reflector
telescope) reported the same phenomenon in the same crater that night. Nearby Tulane Observatory was alerted
Land confirmed Manning’s experience. | know that we saw it also from our Observatory. | believe that Mr. Manning

also saw it.
Edwards: Have you ever seen the phenomenon known as the moon bridge?
Halstead: No. | have searched for it many times but | have never seen it.

Edwards: A little while ago you stated that you believe that intelligent beings exist elsewhere in the universe,
possibly or probably, developed far beyond our intelligence levels in some instances?

Halstead: That is correct.

Edwards: In that case they would already have solved the problems of crossing space, would they not?
Halstead: | believe that is a reasonable assumption.

Edwards: Such space travelers would conceivably have visited Earth, then?

Halstead: This is pure speculation, or almost pure speculation.., but | think that we should assume that we have had
space visitors. The folk tales of many ancient races refer to strange visitors from the skies, and there is ofttimes a
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/ ‘lot of truth in these legends - as we have come to realize. | feel that we havg had visitors .from space - just as | feel
that in the universe we are not alone. Through the years | have discussed this prospect with many of my fellow
astronomers and almost without exception their convictions were similar to my own.

Edwards: In your opinion, Mr. Halstead, could the Unidentified Flying Objects of our time be space ships?
Halstead: Frankly, sir, they could hardly be anything else !
Edwards: Why do you say that?

Halstead: For a number of reasons. The technology of mankind at its present stage of development is not now
capable of producing anything comparable to the performance of the UFO. Again, | have found that many of my
fellow astronomers share this opinion of the controversial UFO. Some of these gentlemen have expressed the
belief that the UFO are spacecraft based on some distant solar system.

Mr. Edwards, | have watched the skies all my life. | have excellent eyesight, thank heaven! and | am quite familiar
with such things as flights of wild geese, balloons, temperature inversions, and clouds. | do not suffer from
hallucinations. | cannot imagine how the public can be misled by the ridiculous "explanations” offered to them from
official sources relative to the real nature of these objects reported by credible and competent witnesses!

OUTTAKE: | cannot imagine how the public can be misled by the ridiculous "explanations" offered to them from
official sources relative to the real nature of these objects reported by credible and competent witnesses!

Edwards: Mr. Halstead, do you personally know any professional astronomers who have seen UFO?
Halstead: In addition to myself?
Edwards: Oh - then you have seen one?

Halstead: My wife and | saw two - to be precise. We saw them clearly in full daylight. Ann and | were on a Union
Pacific passenger train, crossing the desert - the Mojave [located in southern California - RC]. It was the
Challenger, a fast train.

Edwards: Do you recall when this happened, sir?

Halstead: Oh, yes! It was the first day of November, 1955. We were on our way to California - we were about a
hundred miles west of Las Vegas when it happened. My wife, Ann, was sitting next to the window and she called
my attention to an object which she saw - something moving just above the mountain range. Our train was running
parallel to this range of mountains and this thing was moving in the same direction as the train, just above the
mountains. At first | thought the thing was a blimp - you know, one of those cigar-shaped dirigibles. That was what |
thought it was at first. But as | watched it | realized that it could not be a blimp - they are only about two hundred
feet long - and this thing was gigantic. It was about eight hundred feet long. | could estimate that because it was so
close to the mountain ridges where trees and clumps of trees were visible for comparison.

While Ann and | watched this cigar-shaped thing - for four or five minutes as it paced the train - we noticed that
another object had joined it. This second object appeared very suddenly, in back of the first one ... behind it, that
is.

Edwards: Did you get a good look at this second thing?

Halstead: Yes, we did. It was a disc-shaped thing. In fact, both objects were very shiny, we noticed. But this second
one was definitely disc-shaped. If my estimate of size on the first object was approximately correct, then this disc
would have been about one hundred feet in diameter - flat on the bottom with a low dome on the top side.

Edwards: What happened after the second object appeared?

Halstead: My wife and | watched the pair of them for two - possibly three - minutes Th

b were m
speed of the train and they seemed very close to the top of the ridge - not more than ﬁ% hundreg‘;lene% :tbgegui: tre
should say. Then they began to rise, slowly at first, and a few seconds later, much faster. In a matter f :
fifteen or twenty, they had risen so high that we could no long \ of seconds,

er see them from our train window.
Edwards: Have you ever known other astronomers, sir, who have had similar experiences?

Halstead: Yes.
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»  Edwards: How did they describe their experiences?

Halstead: | prefer not to try to tell their stories. But | distinctly recall what | saw and | prefer to limit myself to
describing my own personal experiences." p

Spies admit it: there are no aliens out there

Paul Harris
Sunday November 4, 2001
The Observer observer.co.uk

Britain's spies have given up looking for aliens after more than half a century of fruitless monitoring of thousands of
UFO reports.

Ever since the early 1950s reports of sightings of unidentified flying objects by members of the public and military
personnel have been logged by the Ministry of Defense and passed on to its intelligence branch.

But the Directorate of Intelligence, Scientific and Technical, has now abandoned the quest for ET.
The directorate specialists in scientific espionage and analysis of advanced technologies but
documents seen by The Observer show it asked last year that it be sent no further reports of UFO
sightings. "These records, whether from members of the public or service sources, have not proved
valuable,’ the department concluded.

The decision ends five decades of army intelligence experts investigating UFO sightings from all
over Britain, including many from Royal Air Force pilots. 'They are essentially saying they have
wasted their time for 50 years and they want nothing more to do with it,’ said Dave Clark of the
National Centre for Folklore Studies at Sheffield University and a leading UFO researcher.

Britain's official search for UFOs began in the late 1940s and peaked with a top-secret government
study into the 'flying saucer' phenomenon, commissioned in 1951. That study, details of which were
published for the first time in The Observer two weeks ago, concluded that no UFO sightings were genuine but
attempted to hush up the reports to avoid creating panic at the height of the Cold War.

Clark believes the Government is finally willing to admit that studying UFO sightings is pointiess. He said modern
radar systems have become sophisticated enough to explain the vast majority of sightings as being aircraft or

atmospheric conditions. 'They have looked at the subject and they have simply decided there is nothing in it,' he
said.

However, the Ministry of Defense will maintain its small internal UFO desk, which logs and reports all sightings
reported to it by members of the public. ‘They are not shutting down entirely, but their intelligence experts don't
want to know any more. The operation is now just a PR stunt to keep the public happy,' said Clark.

UFO enthusiasts are not likely to be satisfied at the lack of interest shown in the possibility that aliens might be
visiting Earth. Gra_ham_ Birdsall, editor of UFO Magazine, said: 'l find this decision extraominaar:/.a l; people are
seeing unusual things in the skies of Britain, | am sure the intelligence officials will still want to know about it."

There has been media speculation that the UFO phenomenon is on the wane. But Birdsall said UFOs were still

\
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»

Jerome Clark, in his work titled Unexplained, remarks, "SHC has little support today even among maverick
scientists. If it is a real phenomenon, a convincingly documented case of it has yet to be recorded." (5)

My only observation on this is that we still have documented cases of humans burnt to ashes with objects nearby
virtually undamaged.

Science can't explain them all. p

Footnotes:

Mysteries of the Unexplained, Reader's Digest, 1982;

(1) pp 81-82;

(2&3)p87;

(4) p 83-84.

Unexplained! Jerome Clark, 1999,

(5) p 589

Unexplained Mysteries of the 20th Century, Janet and Colin Bord, 1989, pp 63-78

Internet sources:

Anomalies www.sonic.net/~anomaly/

Garth Haslam, the writer/author of the site, is a graduate student at San Francisco State University presently
working towards a degree in Anthropology. Trained in folklore and religious studies, he has over twenty years of
experience in the field of researching anomalies, mysteries, and curiosities.

Paranormal A to Z -- http://www.paranormalatoz.com

Alternative Science - http://www.alternativescience.com

BBC News — http://news.bbc.co.uk
California Tech University -- http://www.klab.caltech.edu/
Urban Legends — http://www.urbanlegends.com

The Skeptics Dictionary -- http://www.dcn.davis.ca.us/~btcarrol/skeptic/shc  p
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=" MYSTERY VISIT
£ PAD PENTAGON
BY LINDY CROUP

> with Top Brass -

BY LLOYD NORMAN
(Chlenge Tyibane Prose Bevvies |
 Washington, Aug. 17 — A
mysterious visit to the Penta.

I:,': gon by Brig. Gen. Charles A}
Lindbergh, Lt. Gen. Albert-C.
17, || Wedemeyer, Lt. ‘Gen. Elwood

: R. Quesada, and top atomic
scientists today stirred reports
that they were considering the

# ||future of atomic powered
bombers, ocean hopping atomic
rockets, or other newfangled
weapons,

The Lindbergh group was
described by Pentagon and
in || congressional sources as a spe-

. || clal panel of advisers to Chair-|
man Cole [R., N. Y.] of the

<Ny

®

re!

sor

es Wedemayer [left], Lisdbergh [cen-

> 4] ter), and Quesasda.

]olnt‘ house-senate atomlic en-

ergy committee. A spokesman
sald the panel is dealing with
*“technical and classified (se-
cretT matters which cannot be
discussed publicly.”

Experts In Group

Those with Lindbergh were
Wedemeyer, retired army
| strategist and planner who is
now a vice president of the
Avco Manufacturing company;
Quesada, retired air force tac-
tical air commander and head
of an stomic bomb testing task
force, and Gordon Dean, for-
mer chairman of the atomi¢
energy commisslon.

| De Hotf{man of the AEC's Los
Alamos, N. M., laboratory; Dr.
| Herbert York of the AEC's
‘Livermore, Cal., laboratqry; Dr.
Willlam Havens, atomic physi-
cist at Columbia university,
and Dr. Bernard Brodie, mill-
tary analyst formerly with Har-
vard university and now with
Rand corporation of California.
The panel of experts con-
ferred with Pentagon atomic
weapons officlals headed by
Maj. Gen. Herbert B. Loper.
Possible Toples of Talks
The composition of the panel
indicated It may have taken up
the following problems:

1. The possibilities of devel-
oping and- using atomic en-
gines in military aircraft, es
pecially long range bombers.
2. Application of atomic
power to an intercontinental
missile that could reach any
point on the globe or leap be-
yond the earth into outer

improvement and
tives could be provided o as-

Others were Dr. Frederick|,

THE WASHINGTON POST end TIMES HERALD \Wed, 9/22/54

aciual physical destruction
looms larger and larger, until
it begins to dwarf or engull
all other national problems.
Only a little while ago, the
“threat” of - devastating “atomic™
atiack scemed to most people

“later. Now the threat is so
real and visible—at least to
" thosc officials with access to
hidden  facts—that it begins

to ~cem that something really
serivus may belatedly be done
ahout il

Twa  distinguished special
commissions—the last in a

Jlong ~cries—have 7 been  ap-
ponied 1o study dnce again
the central and .dominating
problem.  One of these com-
missions  was appointed by
‘ the National Security Coun-
il 1t 1s composed of high
Government  officials and of
aulside experts, among whom

the most mportant is Dr.
James Kilhan of the Massa-
chuscity  lastitute  of  ‘lech-

The second commission was
appotnted by Rep. W. Sterling
Cole. chairman of the Joint
Cammittee on Atomic Energy.

It consists of four distin.
gpuisted cinzens and four of
the vounger scienuists.  The
charrman s Lacut. Gen. Al
Vbr_gt C - Wedemeyer.  The

other nonscienfific members
arc lLicut. Gen. Elwood R.
Ques~da, Gordon Decan. for-
mer chairman of the Atomic
Encray Commission, and
Charles Lindbergh, the great
aviator.
I'e svientitic members are
Herbert Yorn. director of the
¥ L.inervinoge  Laboratories  in

Calitornia; Frederic de Hoff-
mann. a hbrilliant  younger
' physicist from Los Alamos;

F-I"aﬂel‘ OfFﬂ!:t e o o By .Josephk and Stewart A],op‘

Central Problem ¢;7~'»D¢fensel

The (amiliar problem which
conlronts both thesc commis
sions is in its essence simple
enough. Two years ago, the
Lincoln Project report pro-
posed “a serious” effort™ to
create a continental defense

effort was to consist essential-
ly of two parts.

The first part was an early

warning linc or lines, to pro.
vide several hours warning of
impending attack by the So-
viet “long range air army.” The
sccond part was the means
to respond to the attack. An
effective response would re-
quire a chain of fighter and
missile bases, rcaching up into
Northern Canada, so that any
..‘acking force would have
to run a murdcrous gantlet
of defensive fire.
. The warning system is rela-
tively cheap, and there is no
longer any real argument
about it. The MidCanada
warning line is already going
forward. and the construction
of the Far North line, on the
continental fringes, has been
approved atleast in principle.
Bul an effective response will
be anything but cheap. The
needed chain of fully equipped
fighter and missile bases would
soon add from 2.5 billion dol-
lars to 5 billion dollars to the
yearly budget.

Throughout the whole, long,
wasting argumecnt about -air
atomic defensc. this has been
the real sticking point. The
proponents of balancii.g the

t-whatever cost-to-na-
tional security instantly at-
tacked the Lincoln Report as
dream stuff by long-hairs.
‘They were joined by the big
bomber generals and their
spokesmen, who fcared—with-
out any visible justification
whatever — that a serious air
defense would bite into tie
Strategic Air Command’s bud-
get.

In the face of suck power-
ful oppositicn to an effective
air defense, the Administra.

" MeanwTile. of ¢ourse, alinosr

o TN\ ' 9 )
AS TIME PASSES, the Williah ‘Havens, 'a neutron’ tion adopted a tactic of buy- |
problem of ihe defense of the specialist from Columbia; and ing time by appointing com- |
e American. .cantinent — agalost-Bernasd-Brodie~of-Yale.. - co—mitleese The- Lincols v .

i, Atom Experts Talk|

is the distant ‘ancestor of the
present commissions, but they !

_have all sorts of intcrmediate |

anceslors, including the Kelly, !
Bull and Sprague inquiries,

“and ‘mamy ess (orfal studiesT|

Zach sludy produced essen- |

more clfeclive defcnse against
air atomic altack is both pos-
sible and essential. The faet
that the original Lincoln study |
sel an B0 percent “kill rate” as '
a targel was supposed lo be .
eyidence of unrealistic “Magi-
not Line thinking." As a resull
of the more recent studics,
the target of attacking bomb-
ers destroyed has been upped
to 80 percent — enough Lo in-
sure against rcally crippling
attacks, even wilh hydrogen
bambs.*

With this background, the
fwo new commissions are get-
ting on with their work 1in a |
wholly mew atmosphere. Siz-
nificantly, Dr. Killian, who s
playing the major role n the '
study for the NSC, alvo con-
tributed importantly tp the
Lincoln Project report

As for the Wedemeyer
group. at least (wo mem-
bers—Wedemeyver himsell and
Charles l.indbergh—have deep |
budget-halancing instincts. But
the group has been working
hard. and rcceeiving an inten- |
sive cducation in air-alomic !
realities in the process. And
there i1s alrcady some reason
to expect a strong and unani-
mous report proposing a much
accelerated air-atomic defense |
effort.

4
{wo years have been largely ;'
lost. And now a new argu- |
ment 1s being heard—that the ©
Soviets will soon have hallistie
missiles. against which there |
is no known defense. Tins
may be so. Bul at least it s
wonrth bearing in mind that !
the people who are now say-
ing it 1s too late are the very
same people who were respon- |
sible for the delay. i
!
!
i

1Convright 1054 New Yarg
Herala Tribune. Inc»

sure supremacy in
research.
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BOOK REVIEWS
The Journal Of Space Flight regularly reviews books of direct or re-
lated intcercst to the field, with the object of suggesting new sources
of data and research aspects to workers in the ficld. ZEditcd by Wayne
Proell and L.B. Ketchum.

ABOARD A FLYING SaUCER Truman Bethurum
Reviewed by Wayne Proell

For nearly ten years, ilncreasing numbers of reports have described
odd flying objects, commonly called "flying saucers". About five years
ago, a series of detailed descriptions by apparently reliable techni-
cal obscrvers appeared. These forced serious consideration of the
rhenomena and led to official investigations by the military of sever-
8l countrics, including the United States. Little by little, false re=
ports, erroneous sightings, hallucinations, and such were weeded out
until even of'ficial committees concluded that the saucers were either
e mejor hoax or existed, and in the latter case, pure logic could
hardly 2void the predicsion that such craft were foreign-manned space-
eraft. Common sense does not always agree with logic, and most obser-
vers ccncluded their discussions with the opinion that it could not be.

In the precsent book, we come face to face with a direect challenge,
Thc book is essentially a well documented description by one Truman
Bethurum of some eleven visits and trips aboard a flying saucer, in
vhich he conversed and was studied by interplanetary visitors. If
this be so, space research enters a new era, in which we try to dupli-
cate what wc know others have done. If it is not, then this is a marv-
elous and diabolical hoax. In other books, we expect to analyzc more
or less accurate data, and examine more or less logical intcllestual
gtudies, rendering our own opinion after being led by the author. Hers,
the prime taesk is to decide: true or false, For this reason the book
is an involved puzzle. Since everyone likes a mystery, here is a
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thance for the elever to search out the answer in a very important
uzzle.

' Lost the reander quiokly conclude thot he cen tell thie 1s & hoax
by the title, let us &ook at the pros of the case. (The cons are ob=
vious - all presumption tonds to the conclusion that suporior beings
in spocc ship@ would logically have contancted our scientiots directly).
First,the book is written by u men without apprecleble technical edu-
iotion, so thot much of the content 1is whot would be expectcd when an
utroained obscrver visits a new enviromment,., Second, the author pre-
sents rother thorough supporting documentation, 1involving it 1is true,
occusiontl improbudbilities. Third, the reviewer has hed the pleasurse
of listcning to @ lengthy lecture by Mr. Bethurum, and listcning to e
rethcr thorough eross examinotion by the sudicnce. Mr. Bethurum not
only egave o two hour leeturc gratis to the Chicago Rocket Soclety, but
submittcd to this questioning and answered offhand and pointcd quest=-
{ons immedioteclyv,. It was his foeling that Mr. Bethurum pcrsonally be=-
{eved thet every part of his story was true, and thet Bothurum could
supply ot lcast twice as much coherent, integrated detuil es given 1n
h{s book. Fourth, meny inconsistencies in the book would have been el-
imincted by anyone perpetrating a well-polished hoax,

Wwhot then is the content of this book? It is a chronological des-
eription of Bethurum's expericences in the summer of 1952, when he ac-
eddcntly contccted o landed flying sasucer in Nevada, and was teken
sboord to meet the captuin, a womun ncmed Rhanes. The erew of 32 male
pembers poarticipated relatively little in the meetings, Captain Rhenes
{nterrogeting Bethurum and in turn supplying him wéth cryptic inform-
gtion. A total of ecleven visits were made, in the course of which eve-
rything but useful technical informetion appeared. The flying saucer
wos 300 fcet in dicmeter by 18 feet thick at the center, made of thick
pctol like stuinless steel, and propelled by field foeces. The saucer
comes from Clarion, & soler planet. Mars is lightly inhabited.

Rcaders will find the book rather difficult reading. The bulk of
the book is poorly assorted informution, chlcfly valuable for document-
gtion purposcs. The purported conversations with the Clarionites are
on ¢ strongly personalized level, as either the Clarionitcs deliberate-
ly cvoided technicel subjects, or they felt human intelligence was
ruther low,

Rcgrettobly for an interesting life (or perhaps fortunately) the
revicwer fcels thut most impartiol and unbiased observers will con-
eludc thot the information in this book simply daes not jibe with what
logic would expecct from purportcd Clarionitcs.

Thc book is printcd on inexpensive poper, end is bound in e cheap
binding. Type i8s rceaduble.

RECOMWENDATIONS:: Purchcse of this book is recommended for most space
reseurchers, If nothing else, it would serve to amuse and sharpen the
wits of the rcodoer, Whother hoox or true report, it desorves a place
in o spuee flight or science fiction colleotion - a8 an example of a
elever hoox, or a first documont on contact with sauocers}

Aboerd A Flying Soucer by Truman Bethurum
$2.00 162 peges Avoiloble from bookstores or: DeVoros and O,
Publishers, 516 West Ninth 8St, Los Angeles
16, Celifornic.
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PILOT IS KILLED
IN JET CRASH

AT OHARE BASE

An air force pilot was killed
last night when a rocket armed
F-88 D-Sabre jet he was flying
crashed as he was approaching

sion.”

The plane disintegrated and
some parts of it burned in a
field about 1,000 feet east of
Mannheim rd., approximately
one mile southeast of the land-
ing strip. However, none of
the 24 rockets exploded after
the crash.

Capt. Monty. Palignani,
O’Hare base information offi-
cer, sajd ‘the pilot was one of
two dispatched on the mission.
The objective of the mission
was not e The pilot
received clearance to land the
jet without mentioning that
his plane was in trouble, and
crashed-a moment later. The
second jet landed safely a few
‘| minutes later.

.| The name of the dead pilot
.| was not disclosed pending noti-
fication of his next of kin.

a landing strip at O'Hare air-. |’
port, near Park Ridge, on his |
return from an “alert mis-|

Mon. 11/29/54, p. 5

U. S. JET PILOT
OF DES PLAINES

KILLED IN CRASH

The air force pilot Kkilled
when his F-86-D Sabre jet
crashed at
proaching
{ O’'Hare field
Saturday
night was
identified
yesterday
as 1Ist Lt
Burton A.
Smith, 25, of
6905 Scott st.,
D e s Plaines. FEEE
HiS w 1 d ow, Smith
Barbara, and his parents, Mr.
and Mrs. O. T. Scott of Wash-
ington, D. C., survive.

The air force said Smith was
returning from an alert mis-
sion of an hour and 15 min-
utes’ flying. Another pilot was
sent on the same mission.
Smith was said to have
crashed moments after re-
questing and receiving clear.
ance to land. He had not men-
tioned any trouble. The sec-
ond jet landed safely a few
minutes later.

Smith’s plane disintegrated.
Some parts of it burned in a
field 1,000 feet east of Mann-
heim rd., and a mile south-
east of the landing strip.
However, none of the plane’s
24 rockets exploded.
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Presidént Discounts |

-L‘Sauc#’ From Space

By ANFHONY LEVIERO
Special ‘u “he New York Times

WASHI)NGTON. Dec. 15~
President | Eisenhower said to-
dny an Air Force official had
assured 4111 that flying saucers
were not Invading the earth
from outqr space.

That left the inference that if
flying salicers were real they
were terr'strial. But nobody at
his news;conference asked the
President| where they did come
from, '

All the( news on the subject
from the|Air Force today was
reassuring, however. In fact if
the Air Horce were not tactful
it might gcoff at the whole busi-
ness publicly. Some of its spokese
men just ffed in private.

Air Fogce officials imply that

for a nuimber of reasons they
cannot precate saucers tod
freely (though they wish they
could), rst somebody, some

Oontinved|on Page 36, Coturma §
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|great deal of mail on the subject.

|Force to state categorically that

T |menace to the United States.”

PRESIDENT BRINGS
SAUCERS 0 BARTH

Continued From Page 1

day, is apt to come along with
a2 jet airplane resembling a
saucer and then the flying saucer
advocates will say “we told you
80." ’
The Air Force also receives a

Some of the writers are well-
meaning persons and get indig-
nant if officials suggest doubt
that they actually saw an object
in the sky. Then a lot of mail is
considered in the ‘crackpot”
class and the Air Force does not
want to get any more of this
than it has to. ‘

And finally, there is a com-
paratively small group—but the
most troublesome—the writers on
the subject. Some of them have
been making a good thing of the
flying saucer interest and a few
have been challenging the Air

flying saucers do not exist.

The Air Force maintains a
serious and continuing study of
flying saucers because of g very
definite gbligation to identify and
analyze things that happen in
the air that may have in them

This study is called the “Uniden-
tified Flying Object Program."

“Flying saucers” have been in-
triguing some Europeans, and the
Air Force has received a photo-
|graph of some Sicilians gazing
at two disks in the air over
Taormina, Sicily. The Air Force
did not comment directly on ‘this
photograph but noted that still
pictures in general were “worth-
less as evidence."

A spokesman sald today that
10 per cent of the sightings could
not be evaluated because of in-
sufficient data, The other 80 per
cent, he said, could be explained
on one scientific basis or another.

Recently, when it reported 254
sightings in the fist nine months
of this vear, the Air Force had
placed at 20 per cent the number;
[that could not be evaluated.

If somebody reporls a sighting
and wishes to help, he 15 sent a
form to fill oul. It requests data
on date, Lime, size, shape, coni-

L S B

position, speed, "altitude, direc-
tion of travel, maneuver pattern,
icolor, sound, length of time ob-l\;
‘served. sky conditions, visibihty, 1
‘ground direction of wind, name;i;
age, and mailing address of the!y
jobserver, and any other remarks
the observer wishes to make.

In the last year the Air Force
‘has xent out about 1,500 of these
|questinnnaires and lhe results
have done no more thap confirm
ithe mituation—-that 80 per cent
:0f Lhe mghtings can be explained
‘a8 nol saucers and the other 10}«
per cent lack the data for proper
evaluation,

Two years agn ncientists of the
Civil Arronantics Adnunistration
:Lurnm in a report of research de-
‘mohshing flying anurers, an (ar
an they were toncerned, am opti-
cul (Numions canned by “lempera-

- = = -~ e~ -

Fresiacny nunser ana ne W’
mind finally,

Flylng Saucers—He dls\(ou;ttm on advi

: ' ce from th t
Informed sources in the Air Force, the theory that these oebjgc‘:-
came! from the planets or extra-terrestrial sources. ‘But he of-
fered no opinion on their-source.
Iran—The visit of the Shah and his Empress to Waahing-
ton was a welcome one, symbolizing again the great recovery
::a:' ':}): Itn;,n ddunng lhxe last sixteen months after a period
1 't had seemed Iran was on its wa i -
other Soviet satellite. . R Tesiing

Safe Driving—Bccause this was Safe Drivin
] X g Day. the one
on which the President had hoped American motorists could

achieVe & 24-hour period without accidents, he was
S < =4 i hoping for

NOL resay yet (0 make up mis

tar—Mr. Pres-

» I 1 can chahge

,rather dra Lieally,

Nging saucer p nd not

long ago thire was| a book

the Aif Forces, hud%d that it
Was,/ak far as he knew, it was
compldtely inaccurate to believe
that they came from any out-
side or planet or other place.

.. MR. BRANDT—Mr. President,
have you worked out the me.
chanics of consultation with the

Dem
pybljshed In this coun ry that .‘ep?oc,rauc Kok P hd
pyrported to sh w | that our Al A.—As a tter of fact, he
t thougbt |that me of || didn‘t!know ‘Whether it would
thse flying oljjecte least |[ just cbnform to any pattern.
ht come 14 ba of extra He Bad made this one state-

ment yesterday, and it prab-

ably had 'been published: He

eally do subpéct ething | had irdvited them at any time

that kind or if not. what |g || that they saw fit. responsible

orm of th 1hlnx”‘ officials op the Hill, that they

_Well, with) i 8aw anyth|ng in this whole field

bk rdgard 1o theen 'Covered yesterday, that they
reports othif 1 : §

io) him b .;; .“’;:r v‘:rd believéd wWould need his atten-

or In wrifjtep fo Arnd
st sy, fwhen he wehl
far enough. (the t tinde

ad heard thid talkl to hirh,
an whom )qlllru.‘qd from

PAGE24

tion, to bring it up.

But ‘beydnd that, he was ask-
Ing—he was preparing a draft
now, asking—each of the Cabij-

net officers that dealt with these |

subjects to take any time that
they were proposing a new plan,
beforé it was crystallized, before
it wab presented to Congress,
themgelves to confer with se-
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MAYBE FROM MARS, MAYBE NOT

The President of the United States,
conferring. as it 1s quaintly put, with
the press, is expected 1o know every-
thing and to answer any question il
the interests of the country perimt
Mr. Eisenhowey was therefore asked
on Wednesday if he had reason 1o be-
lieve that flying saucers weore coming
into our atmosphcre fimm outer space.
Unfortunately. in spite of (he fact
that he was duly clected to be the
Chief Executive and question answer-
er of the United Slates by a sizable
majority, Mr. Eisenhower was unable
to put out anything but negative in-
formation on this subject. Nothing
had come to him, hc said, about it
either verbally or in written form—
except, he added, that once some time
ago a trustworthy man from the Air
Forces had said that as far as he
knew it was to quote the indirect dis-
course of the press conference report,
“completely inaccurate to believe that
they came from any outside planet
i~ | or other place.”

[3 We are thus left in the dark. We

i |don't know any more about flyingfl
i- | saucers than we did before. Some en-j!
thusiastic supportcis of Adlai E. Ste-§f
e | venson may cling to the belief that}l
r. [ he would have known all about flying§!
* | saucers if he had been elected Presi-{l
dent. He may know, anyway, but hejl
doesn’'t tell. Nobody tells. People go i
on seeing them, sometimes in Ore;sonf
and sometimes in Taormina, Sicily.f!
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| Rllas may, bid' peeing m
b:eym tell. An mnquiry e
@5t yedr inta 3.000 reports of flyjng
ucers 'placedt somé ét! the Hlamefon
light reNectibop, weather Hal-
gong and the planet enus. The ye-
did nol Buggest that the flyjng
ré. came from Venus, we must
en to add but chily’ that Venuse
fused some unusual light -effects
ang the horizon. l )
Boma of us would |hate to see {he
ystery cleared up I::e way or the
het. Maybe there are flying sbu-
8. maybe wot. Mdybe thcy came
rom Mars, cArrying crepvs of funny
ftle: men, and maybe nat. But they
take one's mind olf the cold 'war,
leu——\mhapp) \houpil!»—thc; :omc
fom Russia.

e e i
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AIR FORCE REMAINS CALM
WHILE THE SAUCERS' FLY

tic

Might Some Da

WASHINGTON, Dec. 18 —
| President Eisenhower hit a popu-
{lar delusion right in the solar
|plexus this week when he sald!
nylng saucers do not come from|

..outcr spacc.

Diligent inquiry at Air Force,
Headquarters the source of the
,|President's knowledge, leads to
Lhe conclusion that the talk

,iabout flying saucers is one of

® 7w P -
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"HCNEST, THEY'RE JUST RUMORS .. .

|those delusions that from time to
time sweep the popular mind,

,/especially in times of stress.

For a number of reasons, how-
ever, neither the Air Force nor
other Government agencies will
officially take the position that
flying saucers do not exist.

The Air Force is not making
flying saucers itself nor does it
believe any other nation pos-
sesses them. But it does not want
to discourage people from re-
porting objects” they see in'the
sky. As one spokesman put ft,
you. never can tell when one of
these reports might turn out to
be the sighting of a Russian air-
plane or guided missile. Then, of
course, somebody is likely to de-
velop a jet aircraft that will be
disk-shaped.

One thing, though, the Air
Force would like to clear up.
That iz the idea in the minds of
a lot of people that its mission
i8' to determine whether life
exists on Mars or other planets;

‘Unidentified Objects’

In the matter of “unidentified
objects,” as the Air Force clas-
sifies flying saucers, the respon-
sibility of the Air Force is solely
to determine if anything moving
around in the upper air is a men-
ace to.the United States. So
far no flying saucer report has
produced . evidence of such a
menace.

Sightings of -alleged flying
m‘ have Europeans in a tiz-
now. ' In’ this country 1,700
mﬁm were Feported to the Alr
Force in 1952, but the number

Wpdtot?ﬁnlm and 254 in
nmwunhth-dmyw
from sober
upuuol ﬂméb]bctlt.h‘t

rove to be something else be-
des saucers—mostly ivufhcr

balloons—to fantastically weltd!

It Doesn’t Want to Discourage People Who

By ANTHONY LEVIERO
Special to The New York Thmes. 1
stories, some of them obviously

y Spot a Missile

from troubled minds.

t!
| One person recently reported to =

the Air Force that President Ei-
(senhower had been making secret
[trips to the deserts of New Mex-
ico and Arizona to confer with
|emissaries from Mars who had
’lrnved of course, in flying
saucers.

Then there was a young woman
who wrote from the Netherlands
that the flying saucers came from
Heaven. She said that if the Air
Force would bring her here, her
brother would materialize in a
golden saucer and explain the
phenomena,

Balloons Are Culprits

Upon analysis of th~ reports,
the Air Force has found that 20
to 30 per cent of them were veri-
fieq as balloons. Balloons as
large as 100 feet in circumference
are sent up oy the Navy and oth-
er Government units for scientific
purpose. Most sightings are re-
ported at dusk, a time when a
balloon may be at an altitude of
20,000 to 30,000 feet and glow-
ingly visible, for the sun's rays
are still reflected there at dusk.

Some of the sightings have
proved to be natural astronomi-
cal phenorhena. The Air Force
from time to time has placed as-
tronomers under confidential con-
tract to analyze some sightings.

The Alr Force is somewhat sad
over the dozens of flying saucer
clubs in various parts of the coun-
try that have no faith in the Air
Force. A mpokesman sald these
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clubs had the attitude that the
Air Force was holding out on
them aad so they are seeking the
truth of the flying saucer phe-
nomena themselves. The Air
Force man pointed out that if
flying saucers were real it would
be more than happy to make
spotting them a part of its
Ground Observer Corps program’
and thus get the cooperation ol
all citizsens.

The result of all their research
is the conclusion that 8 to
per ceént of the sightings
month lack sufficient data
clear evaluation, but the’

reflections and birds.™




