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Althougt reported domestlc incidentz are widely scattered throughowt the U.B., frequency of
slghting and pumber of observers per oighting assumes a definable pettern., There i a large con-
ceniratlon of sightings alcog the Eastern Seaboard; another large concentration throughout the
Western Coust sates, and a few sightings In the Middle West. Distribution of incldents by con-
figuration of object and descrijption of maneuverabllity is approximately equal in each of these
areas and thix ls balleved to further substantiate the possibliity that one type of object might have
beer observed in different aspects of flight,

I sightings are induced by rumcr, it seems umusual that more incldents have not been reported
frem the areas with high concentraticn of population. Faporis from such areas would alsc have
greater faclilty in channeling either to newspaper or cofficlal reporting agenciss. Far the moet part,
6lghllngs have been made in fairly open country where there are few resrictions to visibility, which
may indicate that obstructed visicn has reduced slightings ln bulll-up areas.

It therefore seeoms tha! soms type of flying cbject bas been obsarved, the demtticatior of
its origic requires the competion «f other analyses.

S. PCSSIELE CRIGIN OF UINUSUAL FLYING CBJECTS. Provided, upon the compistion of analyses,
t L Indicaled thal some or &l o lLe reporied fiyiy objects over the UXS. are of forsign arigln,
the cbjects could from a logical viewpolnt, be considered Soviet. 1t is evident from the parform-
ance characteristics atiributed to the unidentified objects at this time that I they are forelgn, they
lnvolve etficiencles of performance which have not been reallzed in any operational airborne device
in tols country. It would, therefore, be a mistake tc analyze the technical aspects of the situation
within the limits of our own knowledge o practical deveiopmems. It i more desirable to consider
then the outer limits of possible Soviet developments and objectives ln attempting to formulate some
ldea o the tactice which might be involved.

First of all, the scientific cbjectives of the US.S.R. have been statec many times and indicated
it many forms. The most clearcut statement of this objective is probably the cne comalned in the
preamble to the Fourth Five-year Plan (1648-1950) which sates that the cbjective of Boviet sclence
is to overtake and surpess the aclentific and technlical developments <f the capitalist maticns. It
apparently would be an lmpossible task for the Soviet Unlon to accomplish such an cbjective by pro-
ceeding step-by-step along the same lines of development already achieved in-the capitalist nations.
This would mean that it would be pecessary to rapldly proceed through each phase of asrcmautical
development that bas already been accomplished in this country, and this 1y would never have
any prospects of accelerating Soviet development beyond any polmt reached by the US, The obwicus
answer to accomplish thelr objective of not only overtaking, but surpassing the capitalist coumries
would be a aclentific ahortcut. This possibility is not 80 remote when examined oo the basls of
our knowledge of the current situstion in the US.S.R. Provided Soviet emphasis was given to the
most promising and advanced ideas acquired from Germany Jn 1945 and the work alded by German
sclentists, the possibllity of catching up and possibly surpassing other nations in technical develop-
ments Hecomes more realistic. It becomes even more realistic If the Soviets have shown a leandency
10 concentrate on certain developments which have still not received a maximum of priority 4o our
OWD programs.

It is Jmown that the USS.R. has since 1945 enlisted the services of Dr. Guenther Bock, &
German who headed all development of low aspect ratlo {flying wing) type alrcraft ln Germaay.
Dr. Bock is believed to be the 1op German sclentist in charge at TSAGI and TSIAM which are
“‘Air Materisl Command” type organizations in the US.S.R. Further, i is belleved that Dr. Bock
bas made avallable all German plans for flying wing type alrcraft tc the Soviets, Among the de-
aigns consldered by the Germans and possibly explolited by the US.S.R., are jet-propslied, Oyiog
wing type aircraft whose configuration would be similar to descriptions of certain -objects rsporied
flying over the US. The estimated speeds of such alrcraft are within range of the lower limits
of speed attributed to flying objects over the U.S., It is not impossible that emphasis on .gurpassing
foreign developmanis bas lod to umisual progress in fusls and propulsion by the USER. In con-
becticn with possible advancementsa in the field of fuels and propulsion, it should be observed that




