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September 18, 1959

Dear Friend:

Iam concerned, as you are, over the apparent

gap between Russian and American missile develop-

ment. I don't believe we have suffered from thumb-

twiddling; but it seems pretty clear that our efforts

have not been as substantial and as sustained over a

long period of time as they might have been. The

Russian achievement demonstrates again that we are

in a long-time, full-scale struggle with a powerful

and aggressive competitor, and that nothing less than

our utmost efforts will do in that struggle.

With kind regards, Iam

Sincerely,

Lyndon B. Johnson \

Mr. J. R. Thomas

3540 Cork Place

Fort Worth, Texas

LBJ/HM/ss
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Festival
Declares Go

Lacks ‘Unified E
By GEORGE M. CONNER

} * ss Courler-Times Staff Writer

| U.S. Senator Lyndon B. Johnson

| “intelligent, unified effort”
| siles program and pledged he would lead

1

' committee investigation on this subject.
akingThe Senate majority leader, spe

| Guests’
| Beara Texas Rose Festival,

the Senate Armed Services Pre-

paredness Subcommittee would at- tl "
tempt to find out: i a

‘It was

said) selves.”

1. Could we have matched the pje who are not our f
riends.”

The satellite, he declared, “may

ave the way for new and horrible
Soviet achievement?

} 2. Would it have been worth-

| while to match the Soviet achieve- weapons
ts

ment? ; | tiers for o

| 3. Does the Soviet’ satellite indi-'
lcate that this country has slipped | nation mu

today in

is Jacking in the nation’s mis-

juncheon of Tyler's 20th!;, can't find outanything them-

Very little is known about the

However, he cautioned t

Tyler Courier -Times

October 18, 1957

1 Promises

“T am not trying to scare you

today because I am not very scared

myself," he said. “I don’t believe

you are either. There have been

no signs of panic that I have de-

tected among the great mass of
our people.”

Today's spe

ffort

Tyler said an

aker told his audi-

ence the development of the Rus-|

sian satellite “is a situation which|
requires a careful study by Con-|

IR.

a four-pronged sub- | gress.”
Official reports, he said, are tori-|

i htacoast flicting.

at the Distinguished “The official sources are long}
on warm optimism; short on cold;|
facts,” he declared. 

|

The Senator said there is no

clear-cut evidence that the nation
has slipped behind in its defense

program, although it may have

suffered a loss in prestige or 4

possible political setback,
“But we still possess crus

power,” he said.

The “real issue” of the Russian
satellite, he declared,‘is the fact
that this nation can no longer 

con

tellite, Johnson said. ,

put into the air by peo-

It might open new fron- 
hing

ur people.” -

hat the

st not delude itself into

| behind in the development of its! ievi it i i 5
| etarcest Pp eee ili it is unimportant sider Russia to be a mounting pours

; : behind us in scientific researc

| up? If so, what do we do to catch; “We have got to get rid of the and indstrial ‘ability.
| : a | rose colored glasses,” the Senator “We can no longer rely upon the

Senator Johnson is chairman of | declared. “We have got to admit comfortable feeling that 
the com-

| the subcommittee. frankly and without evasion that munists: can produce technical
“There may be good and logical, the Soviets have beaten us at our’ miracles only by stealing our se-

answers. to. all four questions,”

| Senator Johnson said.. “We may

| discover thatthe alarms are false;
{that there is -no great’ cause for

concern. But ‘we may also find

;}out that our whole defense struc-

lture needs a thorough overhaul
from top to bottom.”

| Speaking at Tyler’s Carlto

|tel, the veteran Senate leader

struck out at inter-agency battles
of the armed services and decried
what he said may be too much
secrecy involving the nation’s mili-
tary projects of outer space, 

‘

“The satellite is made possible ,
only by the development of rock-

ets. and’ guided missiles,”. the

speaker said. “But the missile pro-

gram has been divided into three

parts—the Army, thes Navy and
the Air Force. Yes

“It has been the subject of con-

stant bickering among. the serv-

ices. It has ‘meant inter-agency

battles fought: with’ all’ the fierce

intensity—although pot’ the blood-
shed—of war itself. '."'

“But certainly the armed serv-

ices were engaged in a race with

each other to contro) the guided

missile, And we cannot afford

many more races like-thal.”

The nation’s military projects of
outerspace, he said have been

shrouded in more secrecy than the

hydrogen bomb and guarded hints,

on outer space projects of the na-|

tion go back to 1948, the Senator|
 jeuaie

said, :

“Perhaps there been too'AT FESTI
much secrecy,” he

vances in

n Ho-

has

own game—daring, scientific ad- crets from us,

In spite of th

this js not the time for alibis any|

more than it is for panic.

declared. “Mili- Jeft, of Tyler;
, ‘

” he said.

act that the Sovietsthe atomic age.” 1 “THe mere f

is, Johnson sai

not alter the world

VAL LUNCHEON—George Pirtle,
U.S. Senator Lyndon John- speaker. Reaga

d,;can put a satellite into. the sky—
even one which goes beep—does

balance of

Carlton Hotel. Sen. Johnson was the principal

Missiles Inquiry In
But it does mean that theypower.

alter the bal-are in a position to

ance of power.

“The satellite now circling over

our heads may be little more than

a scientific toy. But a nation that

can produce such a toy can pro
-

duce anything else that is con-

ceivable,” he declared.

“We must assume that the So-

viet Union can produce any bomb,
any rocket, any weapon that we

can produce. It is only a question

of time and even that may not be |
much of a question.” 

|

The Senator said the “usual an-|

swer” to such a situation is to

spend more money, make greater |
sacrifices and exert more effort. |

“That may be the path to which |
we will have to come,” he de-|

clared. “But first, we should take

a long careful look. We have spent
plenty of money; made great sacri-

fices and exerted heavy effort. The |
satellite circling our éarth is still)
stamped ‘Made in Moscow’.”
Concluding his talk, the Senator

declared:
“We will have to find ways and

means of bringing some unity into

our weapons development pro-

gram, We cannot permit this glar-

ing gap to continue.

“There is no doubt. in the mind

of any informed man of the ability

of this country to defend itself.
There is no reason why we can-

not outstrip any potential enemy.

“The only ingredient that is

lacking is intelligent, unified ef-

fort. That ingredient must be

supplied as quickly as possible.”

ey

n was master of ceremonies.

tary security must always be safe-

guarded. Byt, there is such a thing

as keeping 4 project so secret that

the people who have to work on}

d Ronald Reagan confer at
ests Luncheon of the

at noon today in the

son, center, an

the Distinguished Gu

Texos Rose Festival

In his talk Sen. Johnson scored the US.

missiles program. (See story, page |, section

1). (Courier-Times Staff Photo)
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t MIT, Radar Device

19, 1957

&

ed Satellites"
A large, high-powered radar flectivity.

for ballistic missile defense,

which sweeps the sky from atop

Millstone Hill in Westford, has

been completed by Massachu-

setts Institute of Technology

*and has been used to track the

Russian satellitesat remote dis-

tances. 
.

Announcement was made

coln Laboratory in Lexingto

and Dr.

chancellor and acting president

of MLT., in an address ta the

M.LT. Club of New York, last

night.
The radar detections of the

satellites have been assisted by,

and have ‘confirmed the ac-

curacy of predicted positions

calculated from-radio observa-

tions by Lincoln scientists and
engineers.

Dr. Stratton, who spoke in

place of Dr. James R. Killian,
president of M.I.T. on leave to

serve as special assistant for
science and technology to Presi-
dent Eisenhower, said “to the
best of my knowledge” it is the
first satellite-tracking radar de-

vicein the United States.
The antenna system consists

of a bowl-shaped reflector, 84

feet in diameter, mounted on a

concrete and steel tower 90

feet high. The rotating struc-

| ture alone weighs 90 ton. The

‘antenna rotates horizontally

360 degrees and vertically 90

degrees, giving it a full sweep

of the sky. |

Positioning of the radar was

done with such accuracy that

tower caused by uneven héat-
ing of the sun could not he

tolerated and it was painted
whiteto secure maximum re-

The radar was designed for

se as a research too, “pri-

mrarily for the study of prob-

lems in ballistic missile de-
fense.” tor

Recalls Russian Claim |

. Dr. Stratton said he knew of the
Russian claim that it could track
Sputniks J and II by radar after
their radids went dead, bat he
added, “In dor’t’ know if that is

' ne although they are competent

Julius A. Strattori,” a cageThe radar is also expected to be

uséd to track the United States
satellite when it is launched.

Coupled with the radar, Dr. |

Stratton explained, is an_ elec-:

tronic brain (a‘transistoriZed com- |

puter) which supplies data on

trajectories at a rate of thousands

of. characters. per ‘second. A tra-

-jectory is the curved path fol-
lowed by an object in space—

_ such. as a sateblite or missile pass-

-ing from its point of discharge to

target.

_ The Lincoln Laboratory of M.LT.
which built the radar is engaged
in electronic résearch on problems

of air defense:”It issupported by

the Army, Navy and Air Force.
.Since Oct, §, the day following

the launching: of Sputnik I, Lin-

coln scientists have observed by
radio the passings of. Russian sat-

ellites overthe northeastern United
States. Starting on the first night,

}

‘with a -ginglé radio receiving}
| equipment, the. Lincoly effort ex-
panded rapidly to nichide observa-|

‘tions froth four sepatate locations.|
| Tape recordings of Sputnik signals|
have been wee oth the 20 and|
40 megacycles frequencies. — -
The Millstone sradar: first ob-

served Sputnik!Ib Nov. 7 at 5:12
am. . From _-observations
measurement of range, height, el-
evation, bearing and doppler fre- |
quency were jade. The height of

the satellite was 152 miles..
The facility will support co-'

‘operation between .the US. Air|
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THE EVENING STAR -WASHINGTON

NOVEMBER 26, 1957

DR. TELLER’S SHARP PHRASES.
KEEP LISTENERS ON ALERT:

Dr. Edward “Peller, lead-off witness in the Senate
Preparedness Subcommittee inquiiry into the missiles |

race, proved himself today to be not only a ‘knowledge- j

able witness but also a sharp one at turning a phrase.

Though highly technical in content and somewhat

affected by a heavy Hungarian accent, Dr. Taller’s testi-

mony kept listeners in the Senate caucus room alert for

the bon mots which came out frequently. Here are

examples:

On the scientists in Russia—‘“Their scientists are

honored and to some extent even understood.”

On life on other planets—‘“We might not recognize

life because it might not look like life.”

On prestige for science majors—‘‘We have to get to

the point where science students will be admired as much

as fgotball players.”

*On emulation as a training aid—‘We are descended

from monkeys and imitation is one of our strongest
impulses.”

On the isolation of intellectuals—“‘The highbrows

have gone off into a corner and started to talk among

themselves in polysyllables. Very often they don’t under-

stand each other.”

On the growth of basic knowledge—“‘A few hundred

years ago it was only for geniuses to know the earth was

round.”

On controlling the weather—“If-we do find aw
control the weather, we will have eliminated Oa eerie,ss
topic of conversation.” = eh bie

At this point Senator Johnson, ‘Democratof’ texal
x9 added a quip of his own: “The way the weather’s been

“acting lately in Texas, some people think the Russians

already control, call»

COPY LBJU L!BRARY



NEW YORK HERALD TRIBUNE

NOVEMBER 27, 1957

The Father of the H-Bomb Speaks

Why I Want to Go to the Moon
By Edward Teller

Frém Dr. Teller’s testimony

before the Senate Prepared»

ness subcommitiee.

HALL I tell you why I

want to go to the moon?

Well, I have already told

you in a way. I don’t really

know. ITamjustcurious. ...

TY am certain that people

will go to the moon and will

get to the planets. There is

no question about that in my

mind.

For one thing, I would be

extremely anxious to put up

an observatory~on the moon.

We are looking out of our

atmosphere in just a few

wave lengths, first of all in

the visible region and since

the war in the region of some
fit2

eeeradar frequencies.

Now, when we’ go to’the.

moon,:a possibility of looking

at the universe will not be

just for a few’ wave lengths

in the visible and a few in

the radar region. It will be

over the whole spectrym, and

it is an increaséIn, informe-..

tion very much greater than

the increase ...in fullness

of the picture ... you get

when you go from black and

white to colored pictures.

I would like to look. I want

to go to the moon because

I can use it as a platform to

look even farther. Then, of

course, I will certainly, even

though I know that the moon

is a very inhospitable sort

of place, I will look for any

kinds of traces of life. They

may show up in some strange

and unexplainable shemsbaa}
combination.

I will certainly look for

something like that when we

get to Mars. Tt, is. qui € pos-.
sible that when’ wé get there’ “¥
first we won't even recognize).

“ life because it will

strange. that it’ will look like
- no life.

Nevertheless, by and by we

might learn things, and by

that we might learn some-

thing about ourselves, which

is certainly extremely inter-

be: so:°

So I would like to say that

in the field of the explora-

tion of the moon ‘and of the

exploration of the planets

there are a great ‘number of

most interesting, and most

inspiring things, and practi-

cal things will come a little

bit later... and I am sure it

will have also a great military

advantage.

But don’t ask me, please,
what it is. My imagination is

not good enough for that; to

go so far ahead and to plan,

I cannot do...

fell you in black

‘long as you Mcuen
But -the fact is that if you

make such a very ‘big step
like going to the moon, it will

jhaye both . amusing and

amazing’ and practical and
military consequences.

That is how it always was

jn the world.
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TH: DALLAS MORNING NEWS

NOVEMBER 25, 1957

Ike Aide Under Fire
For ‘Secrecy’ Talk —
WASHINGTON, Nov. 24 P—A

congressional foe of government;

been an unauthorizkd disclosure: of
properly classified information,

secrecy today mildly scolded pres-!his only proper course of action
idential» assistant Robert Cutler;

and denounced the ‘‘evils of se-
crecy”? in meetings of the Com-

merce Departmerit’s Business Ad-

visory Council. ©

Rep. Moss (D-Calif), chairman

of the House Gevernment Infor-

mation subcommittee, made: pub-

lic differing versions of what Cut-

ler told the council on Oct. 26—

Cutler's account and’ that of some

is to make his charges openly and:

‘take the steps. provided by law.”

Moss said the questions valeed
by Cutler’s speech: “jiustrate the
evils of secrecy imposed on meet-
ings of the Business Advisory.

Council.” The couneil, with a,

membership made up largely of

the heads of large. corporations,

confers periodically with the sec-

retary of commercein closed ses~
who heard him.

The controversy resulted’. from)
an off-the-record speech delivered.

by Cutler, who is President: Ei-|

senhower’s representative : the

National Security Council af: Hot

Springs, Va. Cutler’s audie

was made up of 200 of the coun-

cil's businessmen - members and

their guests.

In his speech Cutler denounced
what he called a breach of, secu-

rity by a trade ‘journal. He did

not name the magazing, but it was

readily identifiable as Aviation

Week, a McGraw-Hill publication.

In his’ statement” today, “Moss

said memberts of the council have

informed the subcommittee that

Cutler charged the magazine with

“rendering .a great disservice , to| .

the nation” and ‘‘‘suggested that
businessmen ‘take the journal’s al-

leged disservice into consideration
when . they place. their advertis-

ing.’
Moss” reledsed' simultaneously

Cutler’s explanatory letter to the}.

subcommittees’ Cutler reported

that. he did tin his speech that

‘some ofmy listeners were prob-
‘ably , advertisers” inthe maga-

zine, but he added: “I did’ not

‘state that any advertiser should

boycott the magazine.” .

' The article. which aroused; Cut-

ler's wrath was a widely reprint-
ed story disclosing that this coun-

try was tracking Soviet missile

tests through a radar stafion in

Turkey. Aviation Week said Rus-

isia knew°otethe station and. only
the ewe was dept in,
‘ignorance

| In his sifijement today “Mosd
‘said he passing judgment
‘on the pl 6 disclosures, but
veo hte potent
lotficial alleges that

sion. pees 4

“This secrecy ‘Ys', defended,”
‘Moss said, ‘‘on grounds that the
government can obtain candid ad-

vice from businessmen only at off-,

the-record meetings. - |

“When secrecy is extended to
dinner meetings at which govern-

iment officials are enabled to make:

remarks for which they are not:

publicly accountable, the argu-

ment for secrecy becomes un

tenable.”

Immediately following ‘Cutler’s
Hot Springs talk, reports citcu-

lated that he had described the:
radar station story as ene of the;

worst security violations in years, |
and had-used the word “treasot,
The Moss committee’ inv

gated by obtaining statemesits
from council members And.

Cutler ‘to furnish his’ recollec
of what he said.
Cutler's rely to the commit

tee said in part:
“To illustrate ditficuliies‘ tactng

a free:“nation in the continuing
struggle’s with international’ come!
munism,“} mentioned a story re-
cently d ina weekly trade
journal,7i6t: identified by me by
name (but: in which I stated that
some of‘my’ listners ‘were prob-
ably advertisers). -....
“This story, raiepntea to’ give

details abott’an’overseas installa-
tion and its contribution to free}

world defense.

“I remember saying that the)
publication.of.this . story..was in}
category of. things prejudi

(four nation gnd its peopleo Wr'the
free world ainigele for survival.
I explicitly stated that the publi-

cation of the story was not tréa

on. I did not state. that any ad-

vertiser should boycott the maga:

has'zine,”
wet ee COPY LBU L!|IBRARY


