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SUMMARY.

Reports of unidentified aerial objects (popularly te

saucers" or "fying discs") have been aS the U.S.
since mid-1947 from many and diverse sources. Although

¢ that the lained reports of ified

‘a threat to the security of the U.S., the Air Force determinedt
reports of unidentified aerial objects shouldbe investigated and
to determine if "flying saucers" represented tec! evelo
not known to this country.

In order to discover any pertinent trend or pattern{
data, and to evaluate or explain any trend or pattern found,
gnethods of reducing these data from reports of unidentified¢
toa form ble to. PP? ed. In
original data upon which this study was ba: spr
interpretations of apparently unexplainable

reliable measurements of physical attributes. This
presented a major limitation to the drawing of significant
id not invalidate the application of scientific methods of study.”

‘The reports received by the U.S. Air Force on an sane
objects were reduced to IBM punched-card abstracts of the databy 1
‘of logically developed forms and standardized ‘evaluation pro
Evaluation of sighting reports, a crucial step in the preparat
for statistical treatment, consisted of an appr: of t
sub: ‘categorization of the object or described in
A detasied description of this phase of the study stressesthe careful
attempt to maintain complete objectivity and consistency.

‘Analysis of the refined and evaluated data derived from the
reports of sightings consisted of (1) a systematic attemptto ferret0
distinguishing chai in the data of any of their se
(2) a concentrated study of any trend oF patter found, and (3) an at
to determine the probability that any of the UNKNOWNS s

tons of technological developments not known to this country.

‘The first step in the analysis of the data revealed |
certain apparent similarities between cases of objects d aly
soo those pot identified. Statistical methods of testing when
Yow probability that these apparent similarit

ies were sg

Attempt to determine the probability that any of the UN
Gbscrwations of technological developments n

ot known,
tated a thoroug! of
originally identit

small.
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‘fied; this led to the conclusion that
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study group with a complete

established as of the end of
statistics contained in all chai

hy resultedin this rep¢
55) started i

set of files, the inform
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