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APPENDIX IX

toe) AFB, Nov York - 2A Senvary 2952

approxina’ ton 21 January 1952, a U.S, Navy pilot flying

peste erected ebjest southeast of Mitchel AFD, The
cate ‘on & heading at approximately 45°, When first noticed, the object
vasrey ‘at an angle of about 45° from the aircraft. The renae aeis
aircraft vas about three runvays lengths fros the end of, and lined up with,

Runvay #0 (300°). The object appeared to bo halfvay betwen the aircraft

‘and the ond of the runvay. The pilot's first impression was that the object

vas @ parachute ani he thinks he noticed wedge or pie-shaped segregations on

the top, however, he realized that the object vas going cross-vind and that it

could not be a drifting paractute. He judged the angular size to be the sane as
the angle subtended by a house on the ground and by watching tho object cover
the equivalent of a city block, He judged the speed to bo 300 knots. He judged

the altitude to be 200-X0 feet. It appeared to be on a course of about 225°,

‘The pilot started a left.turn (see overlay) in an attenpt to identify
the object, He states that he kept the airspeed of the TBM at about 160
knots and kept a nearly constent altitude of 6000 ft, all during the turn,
Bo optinated that he ves pulling fron two to three G's in the turn, At one
point near position #3 of the aircraft (see overlay) he had to increase his
angle of bank to nearly 90° to keep the object from @isappearing under the
wing of the aircraft,

The pilot's version of the attenpted interception is shown on the
Anclosed overlay. He stated that the paths shown are not exact due to thefect that ho was concentrating on the object end not his position, althoughhe occasionally looked at the fielé to got reference points,

The object stayed below the TEM duri
Sight. Mhon the atroreft wv

Host of the tine it was in i
position 4, the object appeared a

‘ted 500 knots, and when it. 4
zontel line of vision, it i

sition #5. The

3 ng
wt an angle of abot 20° above tbe pil
peared, When the object disappeared, 

i
Sploct did not dinintsh in apparent size except possibly mor the ord oe tae dchases it fest ctaapposred, ‘ot was very positive in his statenent i. of Vitche. AFB he cons test 

i

ned by 1 avd
the apparent path of object and reading the (sate oe eR ON

The object appeared to be done-s!
geotion of @ parachute canopy, t

haped, or eintler to the vertical eross-
undersurface ve

repr. The top vas light colored, "Like nylon‘, anddark, It bed a length to depth ratio of abost 113.
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wile the object was in level flight 4x appeared to oncillate with |
period. 

7

‘The total tine elapsed vas estinated to be about two and oneminutes, a

TT, STATUSOF DNVESTIGATION,

other personnel having nouledgeof facts pertaining :
pilot's description of the incident vas the sano es ves stated in hi
Feport. His added details have been incorporated into Section I of
Appendix, ‘

At 095 1ST on 21 January 1952, tho weather section of Michel AFB
launched a Ravinsonio balloon fron i

tore night have recalled seoing an aircraft return circling theirFotira.. They statedy howevery tat n| tol ayy lesclenentta x
area, it vas not unconnon to oick up aireraft returns and they:
any attentionto then,

Tho tover operators on duty at

gated. Thoy had not seen the TEX or the balloon.

the first contactwith the IBM was a% 0955 EST at vhich

sighting an object cast of the

towor to describe the incident

m1,

At 0954 the balloon

position marked 4,000 ft.
‘appeared lov, at an angle
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