z UNCLASSIFIED

APPENDIX II
Hitchel AFB, Neu Yorx - 21 January 1952
I,  DESCRIPTION OF INCIVENT

approxina £57 on 21 January 1952, a U,S, Navy pilot flying

a m‘::rm ol:l.:gdoznwun:dog:&ﬂcd object southeast of Mitchel AFB, The
on & heading at approximatoly 45°, When first noticed, the object

;: at an angle of about 45° from the aircraft, The location of the

vas about three rumvays lengths from tho end of, and lined up with,

#0 (300°). The object appeared to to halfway between the alrcraft

ond of the runway, The pilot's first impression wes that the object

parachute and he thinks he noticed wedge or ple-shaped segregations on

however, he realized that the object was going cross-wind and that it

oot be a drifting parschute. He jJ tho angular size to bo tho same as

angle subtended by a house on the ground and by watching the object cover

equivalent of a city block, He fudged the spoed to bo 300 kmots, BHe §

tude to bo 200-300 feet, It appeared to be on a course of about 2259,
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pllot started a loft.turn (seo overlay) in an attenpt to identify
. He states that he kept the alrspeed of the TBM at about 160
kept & nearly constant altitude of 000 ft, all during the turn.
ted that he wes pulling from two to three G's in the turn. At one
position #3 of the alroraft (sec overlay) he had to increase his
bank to nearly 0% to keop the object from disappearing under the
of the airoraft,
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The pilot's version of the attempted intercoption is shown on the
inclosed overlay, Ee stated that the paths shown are not exact due to the
fact that he was concentrating on the object and not his position, although
he occasionally looked at the airficld to got reference points,

The object stayed telow the TRV during most of the time it wi 5

By ing most of th as in 7

#ight, When the aireraft was somewhere near position 4, the object appeared :
%o start a rapid clinb, accelerating o an estimated 500 knots, and when it 2
vas at an angle of about 10° above the pilot : |

&

's horizontal 1ine of vision, it i

:&bupturld. When the object disappoared, tho TEM was near position 55.’ The ‘4
,1.: gicjxt :i.r.in:sh 5:; spparent size except possibly near the end of the 1H

, 4% 14 i

mmt L ks :gp‘;t; " The pllot was very positive in his statement |ii

Hitch AF :
the tho object disappesred uo‘:le:'ﬁb? hod by Saary Chjest, The course o :

Lshed 1inir 1 :
Spparent path of object and reading the wby;p:::He Mo comet
The object =
i o: in;r:zg:u: to o d?..b—:.*.&pod, or siniler to the vortical ¢ross-
tion [ vninirncs e.?’””i The ta;‘; Va3 light colored, "like nylon', and
% It Bad a longth to dopth ratio of sbout 113,

T52-5836

“hile tho objoct was in lovel flizht Lt appeared to
period, o

po baving iaovlodge T
pilot's description of the incident vas the sane ms
report, His sdded detalls have beea incorporated into
Appendix, SATAA

At 0950 ST on 21 January 1952, the weather section
launched a Rawinsondo balloon from the position showa on

the balloon is shown on the inclosed overlaey.

Those balloons are Tracked by redar. It was hoped !
tors might have recalled seoing an aireraft return sircling -
return, They stated, howover, that due to the hoavy air |
aroa, it was not uncowmn to nick up aireralt ol
any attention to them,

sighting an object cast of the

towor to deseribe the incident in :
condensed version of that given in Part ST
that the object "appeared to b3 a parschute canopy wi
underneath®. The 0955 contact was made scon after
establishing tho time,

11X, DISCUSSION OF INGIDLHT

An accurate tine of the ;
position of tho ballcon at this tine,
is nore accurate than = ;
sighting was proba th
than the 0950 vhich vas

At 0954 the
position marked 4,000
appoared low, at an

&
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