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with several other witnesses observed the strange markings.

At Professor Thompson’s suggestion, Manning asked the

United Press to notify Harvard Observatory. But bad atmos-

pheric conditions at Harvard prevented a clear view of the

moon.

Unknown to Manning and Professor Thompson, the UP

at New Orleans had put the story on its wires.

“Maybe it was just a coincidence,” Manning told me

months later, “but the next day or so a Navy captain and

a couple of Intelligence officers showed up. They asked me

who else saw the ‘road’ and a lot of other questions. They

were all dead serious.

“Finally I asked what was back of all this. Up to then I

hadn’t called the line a ‘road’—that was the UP story. So I

asked the Navy captain why they were upset, if they thought

maybe someone was on the moon, But they wouldn't tell me

anything.”

The UFO censors had good reason to be upset, for Man-

ning’s discovery could lead to exposure of the secret moon

studies, So far, though several big observatories, including

Palomar, were making secret observations for the govern-

ment, nothing had become public. But many so-called ama-

teur astronomers were highly experienced, and the dramatic—

moon-bridge announcement by Dr. H. P. Wilkins had caused

hundreds of telescopes to be focused on the lunar sphere.

Early in March Dr. Wilkins had reported another surpris-

ing discovery on the moon, close to the mysterious bridge. ~

The new discovery, he announced, was the existence

of the bridge. Ca

“That they should exist side by side is z
added.
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could go without flatly saying these were engineered struc-

tures.

Shortly after this, in his new book entitled Our Moon, Dr.

Wilkins revealed his belief that a vast system of caves existed

inside the moon. This huge network, he said, probably ex-

tended 30 miles below the surface.

Dr. Wilkins’ assertion could not fail to suggest one startling

conclusion: that an intelligent race might exist, unseen, in-

side the moon.

When I reached home I found a puzzling report on the

Utah crater incident.

When operations began on May 3, Dr. La Paz had told re-

porters they would excavate until they found what had

caused the crater. “If it’s a meteorite,” he added, “it must

have been a whopper.”

Three days later operations were ‘abruptly ended. The fol-
lowing statement was issued:

“In the region from Clarkston to Paradise, numerous per-

“Sons saw or heard the explosive phenomenon at midnight on

-May 1. The testimony thus obtained, and material evidence

-recovered as a result of subsurface investigations, has dis-

= closed that the crater was not produced by a conventional

meteorite fall. For these reasons operations have been dis-

ontinued.” ‘

But no hint was given as to what had caused the crater.

Nor would Dr. La Ea ae vhat type
a2

2 Tt Tia evi-



144 ¢ The Flying Saucer Conspiracy “Ground All Planes!” = * = 145 Hil

and La Paz would not have been rushed to the scene to

search for the answer. It would have been easier, simpler, to

call it a meteorite and fill in the hole.

As quickly as possible, I checked several Washington con-

tacts who would talk to me off the record. None had heard

what caused the Utah crater. But they did fill me in on other

recent developments... .

On May 4 three policemen at Canfield, Ohio, had sighted

a saucer glowing orange-red as it raced out of sight. The fol- ‘

lowing night another group of saucers had been seen over

Cincinnati. On May 6 at Heppner, Oregon, a V-formation

was seen racing silently across the noonday sky. According to

Albert Lovegren, one of the witnesses, the machines were

round and slightly “domed” on top. They were flying be-

tween 1200 and 1500 mph, with a typical oscillating motion.

~ ington Airport police disclosed the incidents, the Air Force 
iy

- confirmed them.

All these reports were climaxed by one that occurred on at
the 14th of May. About mid-afternoon a 16-saucer formation

was encountered near Dallas, Texas, by four Marine jet

pilots. Flying at 15,000 feet, Major Charles Scarborough first

spotted the formation as it raced in above his fighter. Amazed

—he had been a complete skeptic—Scarborough hastily

radioed the other pilots. An instant later Captain R. L. Jorg-

enson, flying at 42,000 feet, sighted the discs below. Calling

orders to the other pilots, Major Scarborough climbed swiftly

~ toward the saucers. A second later, diving steeply, Jorgenson

/ and Major E. C. White tried to box the discs between Scar-

borough and his wingman, Captain Charles Stanton. But

with a sudden burst of speed the 16 discs raced from under

the diving jets. Still flying in formation, the strange machines
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They seemed to be at least 125 feet in diameter. 
:

That very night two flying saucers reconnoitered Washing- vanished. es |
ton, causing a hasty Air Defense alert. Shortly after midnight Though the official report was secret, the UFO censors |
two UFO's suddenly appeared on the radarscope at Washing: _knew the story might leak out if ham operators had heard ie

the excited pilots’ radio “‘chatter.” If the story broke, it could |
ton Airport Control Center. Speeding in from the northeast, ”

the strange machines made a sharp turn, crossing almost :
above the Pentagon, and then disappeared toward the south. —

Forty minutes later, at 1:27 a.m., and again at 2:08 A.M., th

saucers reappeared. Each time the mystery ships vanished be-
fore Air Defense fighters could approach them. Seen from

the Washington Airport tower, and by Airport police, the ”

UFO’s showed clearly as large, round objects glowing with

peculiar bright light. i

Next day Navy radar near Washington picked up a huge ©

object maneuvering 90,000 feet—about 17 miles—above the=

capital. Before it disappeared it was tracked down to a -

mile level—still too high to be seen from the ground. M
time word of the airport night sightings had _ |

to the Post and Times-Herald. At first bo

Bolling Air Force wis denied thesightings. |

be hard to explain away. Ridiculing the Marine pilots would

e dangerous, as General Manly had proved.

- But what could they say? No one would believe four Ma-

rine pilots had had simultaneous hallucinations. To call the

saucer formation a “flock of geese” would be equally ridicu-

ous.

. The Dallas sighting was still being kept from the public

<when the following story appeared on the UP wires:

-©.“‘Amarillo, Tex., May 15—(UP)—Gen. Nathan F. Twining,

» Air Force’s Chief of Staff, said today that the . r Force

mim
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“We just don’t know about that 10 per cent,’ he said. ‘If whe
they are from Mars and there is a people and a world that ip:

a ef -

far ahead of us, I don’t thinkwe have even to worry about it.’ _ ee

“So far,’he said, ‘no facts have been uncovered ‘to show. “he
that there is anything to flying saucers. But,’ he said, ° “some ofy

~ very reliable” persons have reported flying objects that can’t

be identified.’ |
“We arecertainly working on the problem andare not

discounting all these reports,’ he‘said.

“Twining spoke last night at an Armed Forces Day dinner

at Amarillo Air Force Base.”

For months many of the public had had the impression *

that the UFO investigation was only a small-scale project a
carried on by two or three low-ranking investigators. Now it °°.

was plain that Project Bluebook was mainly a receiving unit y
for UFO reports, with a large force of scientific consultants, :%*

engineers, and Intelligence officers working behind the ,

scenes. . “ies

On Monday I was scheduled to fly to New York for a talk Fe

at Larchmont that evening. Before leaving I called Captain 4

White and asked about Twining’s statement. 3 ees

“We can’t comment,” said White, “because we don’t know :,

what the general said.” | —

“But it’s on all the press wires—” ;

“They sometimes get things wrong,” White broke in. “It.

wasn’t a prepared official statement. He probably was just 2s:

talking off the cuff.” 
- Set

On a hunch I c Brennard.
.

3)

My ta ght was g

Larchmont. Because of the religious aspects of the saucer *""’.
4

worlds. However, several of the audience later asked me‘. cf
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about the published claims of contacts with space men. By

this time there were several of these incredible stories in

print, none with a shred of acceptable evidence. In my o oin-

and I told this to | ;

ater I discussed this with John Du Barry, a personal

friend whom I met after the talk. Du Barry, a former True

editor, had helped me with my first UFO investigation.

e- .. “I don’t say there haven’t been contacts,” I explained.

-s“The Air Force may have secret records of communications

©: or even landings—but I’d have to see proof to believe it.”

"Du Barry nodded. “So would I. As to these stories, I think

a they're mostly cheap fakes. Some of them have already been

~ exposed.”

~ -°“Tt’s an easy formula. Anybody can claim he has met a

“space man at some secluded spot, or even ridden in a space

ship. If he picks a time when nobody can prove where he

_ was, no one can call him a liar.” |

.- “What troubles me,” said Du Barry, “is the number of

“* people who accept such faked stories. I’ve talked with a num-

_ber of them—intelligent people, some of them successful in

business—and they really believe it. At least I can see they

, want to—”

. “That’s just it, John, they want to believe it. I talked to

»,the doctors and staff of Waterbury Hospital at their annual

: banquet in February. And a psychiatrist there gave me his
o
a
?

re explanation. He said all these ‘contact’ books describe kindly

» Space people, beings like ourselves, who come from wonder-

ful worlds where there are no wars, no struggles for exist-

~ ence. They have all the answers—the keys to a perfect life.
‘Yi. No diseases, no hard work, just an ideal existence, lasting

: 5°" for hundreds of years.”

problem, I had been a little uneasy. But no one in the audi-¥45+-*s-

ence seemed concerned at the thought of other inhabited“ a
“T get it,” said Du Barry. “What these books are offering is

“* an escape from all the troubles here—the H-bomb threat,

%» financial problems, sickness, and so on. I can see how people
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would seize on it and hope the UFO race will save them. But ~

it’s a cruel hoax.”

“Of course, it could

worse than a cruel hoax

it would be .
happen that way. But

be dangerous ia bz
if they turned out to

creatures.” 

2

Flying back to ext day, I remembered °F" °°”
my conversation wit 

ie

But I still clung to the 1

Washington the n

h Redell. He might prove to be ri
ght.

dea Arthur Clark had expresse
d: <

ould be wise and tolerant being
s

l| Breaks in the Blackout
f

that advanced space ra
ces W

who long ago had abandoned all conflict. Pe
rhaps it was <

idealistic. After all, what did we really know about the mys- 33. Zt 
.

ai Thus far the secrecy policy had paid off. Apparent]
lling the truth, e

lled the flying saucers? 
~ Rabe: 7

Mere: Cae convinced that the Air Force w
as te

ne Pe os . seems .

< and most of the other wire services seldom ran flying-
saucer

terious creatures who co
ntro

_ & stories. j

* But on May 31 the spell was broken. When a glowing disc
was sighted by the control-tower operators, commercial
"pilots, police, and residents of cities from

 Spokane to Port-

‘ Jand, Associated Press put the story on its
 wires. Officers at

* McChord Air Force Base finally confirmed the r
eport.

“Nextmorning anotherwire story-broke as th
e crew of a

v7 - 5 ui
da saucer north of Boston. The

Tyans-World airliner sighte oaching the city when the

Airport in Boston, Cap-“ParissNew York plane was 
appr

UFO raced overhead. Calling Logan

tain Charles J. Kratovil reported that-a-large
. bright disc-

“isis like object had just_passed. above-his ship. Moments later —
\ eight men in the Logan Airport tower also sighted the object.

*... If this story were to be killed, it had to b
e done quickly.

But Captain Kratovil would be hard to silence—his radio call
to the tower had not been an official C

IRVIS report.

ito, When Kratovil landed at Idlewild Airport, he was handed
cyan Air Force statement. What he had seen, Kratovil was told,

“was actually a weather balloon from Grenie
r Air Force Base i

in New Hampshire. At the same time this convenient
 €x- &

is planation was released to the pre
ss. 149 t
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couleurs. “I£ we could one day conclude there was activity

displayed by reasoning minds on Mars, what a prodigious. ..:,

upheaval it would cause in human thought!” = |

We have not demonstrated, he added, that life could not
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after all, are not so different from our own. 
sot

After quoting Dr. Vaucouleurs, the Australian Post com- ' *.
:

mented: a

“This is not only a learned probe for academic informa- “*."

tion. It is also a hunt for possible enemies from space.” rare fa

This nation-wide publicity on Mars had raised serious

questions when a humorous ‘‘space man”’ story gav
e the Air <a!

Force a break. 
i ’

According to the author, he had seen a saucer land a
t aii
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adapt itself to the conditions of atmosphere on Mars, which, ’;:..: ”

153

~ But the effect was quickly offset by Frank Edwards’ latest

Breaks in the Blackout °

broadcast, which reached millions of people.

For a long time the silence group had taken Frank’s broad-

‘casts in silence, hoping to avoid an open fight. But his expose

that night was the final straw. His next step might be to tell

the public of the moon and satellite discoveries. If possible,

TM Frank Edwards had to be silenced.
' Two days later I saw Frank in Washington. He had a wor-

a * yied look.

“T’ye been asked to come to the Pentagon for a private

talk. I was approached through Charlie Corddry, the UP man

at the Pentagon. He said an Air Force general would give me

_ the inside story on the saucers.”

“You mean for broadcast?” I exclaimed.

“No, it’s to be off the record. That’s what bothers me.”

ai ‘ i remote spot in New Mexico. As he cautiously walked to- | 5 NO, | oe ie. Luat
ths iq ward it, a voice came out of nowhere. 4. Don t do it,” I advised him. ‘Insist on having a witness

Ae a “Don’t touch the hull, pal, it’s still hot.” — re and a signed statement that everything is on the record.

ay f Guided by the unseen voice, the author said, he had gone. ay Evank nodded a sober agr cement
t ie i aboard and been whisked to New York and back at 8000 ‘» “Confound it, Tm not tryingto needle the Air Force just

HE f miles an hour. During this time the operation of the sauce for laughs. This is a serious business. And I think the public

Sate was explained to him by the unseen space man—who saidh z hould know. Unless me Air Force can show me I’m wrong,
HE was talking by remote control from a mother ship outsid m going to keep on. By
i aur aimospliere, | 13 As I drove home I wondered if the Air Force had ever ik

a Reading this fantastic story, I thought of all the hidden omplained to Frank’s sponsors, the American Federation of &
ir 4 official UFO reports—serious ac counts by veteran Air Force “Labor. No other commentator ona nation-wide network had *

iy : Navy, and Marine Corps pilots who had met these mysterious,» J tried ed the secrecy policy. Most of them, accepung S

t ships. For months now every effort had been made to hide. the Air Force statements at face value, either ignored the Y
hen the storie = Saucers Or joked about the sightings. a

these serious reports or to ridicule the pilot
s w t

broke. But here on the front page of a nati
onal newspape

was this far more incredible tale, its author treated mud ;

less rudely than some veteran airmen w

countering saucers. 
Ks

When this story appeared, the Air Force refused to com,

ment. Apparently they hoped it would be taken as 
a typic

- saucer tale, and thus help to nullify the serious r
eports.
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ho had reported en=j 28 cpc -WitD ¢
+ sgaeeaafe~oa “Did you find out who the general was?”

fee". “No, Whoever he is, though, I have a hunch he was trying

voto gag me.”

"ae LOY several days I had been trying to get together with

iy fh tpyrts oy eae

«That evening Frank called me. 
oy

“That Air Force ‘talk’ is dead. No on-the-record discussion e,

"with a witness.”

= oN
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sity where the work had begun several years
pea)154 . The Flying Saucer Conspiracy 

oa

Redell. We finally met on June 7, two days before I was due <4. i Hopkins Univer

to fly to Buffalo for my last lecture of the season. At th
e3; sec before.

“1. “T don’t know exactly how it works,’
Madrillon Restaurant we found a comer table, and I told a a

ey Com know that it amplifies even a faint light that ordinary
’ Redell told me. “‘But

So
 T
M
M
 
na

r 
a
s

a
e
d

a { Redell about Frank Edwards and the silence group. . I do E

ee “If you were in their shoes,” he said, “you'd try to stop =~ cameras would miss. The image shows up two or three thou- i
Ae him, too, the way things = popping.” aie eae. sand times brighter than on the ordinary telescopic camera f
yf “You mean the increase 1n sightings?” “yg plate.” { ‘ji
“it “No, I meant the latest discoveries about Mars. I think ssige= © “Couldn't they use that on the satellites orbiting the 4
7 there may be proof it’s inhabited.” speeds earth?”

ad I stared at him. “What kind of proof?” - Redell looked at me oddly. if
ia) “Slipher has already sent one report from Africa.” Redell + «The satellite—the other has either changed its orbit or is ee
tt looked over at me solemnly. “The canals are artificial.” 123+, . outside of our tracking range. At least they've lost sight of if
Ha A couple passing by looked at Redell curiously. I waited © it—” ay

i : until they were out of earshot. _ : ” .. “Could it be down lower, closer to the earth?” P ;
tt : “How did they find out they were artificial?” =F... Redell hesitated. “I don’t know. I simply heard that they'd : :

4 af ia “Some of Slipher’s pictures, and others taken at Lowell z ~ lost it. Their tracking gear isn’t fully developed, so it could f
ae 4 Observatory, prove the canals follow great-circle courses—you bea mistake. That’s why this new elec tronic camera can’t be i

bit | know, the shortest distance between two points on a globe. If +-#-* used on the satellites just now. It would have to be connected i
fh a they were rivers they'd meander all around the way ours do with special apparatus that would track the satellite at the r|
ie ay . on earth. No natural waterway could follow great circle/ " same spee d it was moving.” ?

yy i courses like that. Also, the artificial network connects up ; ” . Before we separated, Re dell showed me a Scripps-Howard

f ike with a lot of those dark areas which Percival Lowell called “Be. story which had appeared that day. “Interest in flying saucers ‘

ae i| oases.” _ —— “@ Be has reached the ho-hum stage,” Captain White was quoted as ¢
f “Then this proves it!” I said. “Mars is inhabited. 

ings saying.

{hae “Not so fast,” said Redell. “Whoever built them may have «fe “Look at the last part,” said Redell. i
vy died long ago. The whole race may have gone. The canals = I read the final paragraph: :

may be filling automatically as the polar caps melt.” cep “Radar operators at National Airport, who startled the “4
t oA “But there’s even a better chance that Mars is inhabited. te e nation in 1952 with reports o

f strange objects seen on their :

it ‘a No wonder the silence group is worried.” 3 3 Ss screens, saw several again recently. Buta check revealed what 9
iW} + oe “IT think the Mars Committee has learned a lot more,” sife~ they saw was a plane practicing landings at nearby Andre

ws 3
cE a) Redell added. “Lowell Observatory is using a new electronic “'{% Field.” 1

He _ camera. In some| ways it’s far better than the 200-inch at 3; “That's ridiculous,” I said. “None of those CAA radar con- ‘
{it 4 Palomar.” / fe trollers could be fooled like that.”
: i i i This camera, Redell told me, had been developed at Johns -f¥ . “Well, you know what it means. They've tracked saucers i

Phy ra 
4:

2 vie
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tling admission, the trick answers given the Collier’s writer,

and then repeated Colonel Milani’s demand for an end to sgt. ' J
secrecy. ok.

For the second time in two days the harried Air Force *
PIO’s were caught off guard. Colonel Milani’s attack had

been bad enough. But O’Mara’s ill-timed slip could be ruin-

ous. There was only one thing for the Air Force to do: brand#
SS,

it as false.

Newsmen were told that Frank’s report had no founda
tion, that O’Mara had made no such statement. To date, the

Air Force angrily repeated, 1954 sightings had averaged iless
than 18 a month.

Undoubtedly, Intelligence by now was burning the wires

to Dayton, ordering all ATIC officers, including O’ Mara, to
keep mum about the prodigious increase in UFO sightings.

Apparently under Colonel O’Mara’s instructions, an offi-

cial answer was released by Captain Charles Hardin of Proj
ect Bluebook:

“Colonel O’Mara’s words were misinterpreted, _ Hardin
told the editors of a flying-saucer publication. “What he
meant to say was that if all the sightings were reported to a

Air Force, they would total about 700 a week.”

O’Mara’s attempt to get himself off the hook proved to be
another blunder, for it actually confirmed an amazing lea,
in flying-saucer sightings.

wsmines

hae om a Ground Observer Corps post came into the

Bal timore Air Filter Center. A huge glowing object, flying

t high speed, had been sighted between Washington and
theAtlantic coast. Swiftly, the Filter Center came to life as
other reports pouredin. In a few moments another call came
in—this from a GOC post in Delaware. The unknown had

now stopped. It was hovering a few miles northwest of the
capital.

Now, with reports from 100 miles around, it was clear

= this could be no aircraft flight. Hastily the Filter Center
2 ‘Supervisor buzzedan Air Defense Command radar station

is zayfew miles from Washington. There Ground Control hadped.

already caught the unknown on its scope. One look, and
2 knew this was noeee

aR ae but
ESEna supersonic test plane could reach that tremendous height.

hake oeAnd there were only a few of these in existence—tiny craft
meee&“capable of but a few minutes’ flight. Besides this, only a
. Peaie ~ helicopter-type of aircraft could hover.
hee ‘Quickly a scramble order went over the Air Defense wire.

| et 6 “Though no jet could possibly reach that altitude, there were
fees Be. standing orders to pursue all UFO's.
‘ sa fetal
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:

Meanwhile, teletype reports of the sighting were clattering 
a

into the offices of the Air Defense Command, ATIC, and the 
4 ee

Director of Intelligence at the Pentagon. 
Es

At the Filter Center another report came in, this one from “=p
.

C
e
 

a
l
a
t
e

y
e

+ tn oe . @ a. - r pe

The tension caused by this report had just begun to sub
ge visitoet

side when,on the night of June 14, the strange vis

returned. Again reports flooded the BaltimoreAir Filter

aaa te accounts of the huge object, glowing orang
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Sas hovering over Washington and Baltimore. Again t
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Le ime the giant saucer remained for two hours, flying betwegn
ja! al e two cities, while the jets.circled helplessly far below.
cat Bi =_ ee —_- sro
Ce: J | Though there were Nike rocket bases from which dead!

it ; El abrense missiles could have been launched, not evena NIKC : 4 |
S{Rr bg could have reached the hovering giant. a
2 TB egies fo ol
Fmihe. 4
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a Wilmington post. The supervisor stared at the UFO marker.;4 "more,

on the big plotting board. The saucer was almost 80 miles 42.

j vith from Wilmington. To be visible that far, it would have oa

2k 4 be gigantic. _ re -

gif it For nearly an hour the mysterious craft floated silently in =»:

iaet the sky between Washington and Baltimore. At is Bt ie
fit altitude it was in position to spy on both cities and all t oie Fe

£ a i nearby airfields. Finally, climbing steeply, it disappeared into, :
he HAG 5 f th hting, **3 metre y Dozens of volunteer GOC spotters knew of this sig ae ;

aes as well as the Filter Center plotters. Next day the UF y a

I mdi censors held their breath. But no one talked, and the black: is .
> a “4 } jat : 5 - —_— a LB

ee Wa be ut held. - oe os

4 ae rom all the reports Intelligence officers knew the saucer 4
iE A was huge enough to be a mother ship. It could be the one
ay eae ail .
ier if which the B-29 crew had sighted over the Gulf of Mexic

‘i it 4 or even the missing satellite. ious. WAV
th "| @o, : To some that silent watch in the night was om — st

FR yy : a

|) il had the saucer hovered near Washington? Cou the u
Z = . ee

ge i nown creaturesbe preparing to land? @
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As before, the huge craft ended its surveillance abruptly,

disappearing from radarscopes before its speed could be

measured.

This time the story leaked both in Washington and Balti-

ut the news did not reach the papers for almost a

‘month. Even then the official admission was sO vague and

brief that few people realized the truth.— a :

The day after the second sighting I learned of these two

- reports. It was not the first time that a mother ship had hov-

ered over a large American city. Ten times, from August 19,

-°1949, to March 10, 1950, an enormous disc-shaped craft had

been sighted over Cincinnati. Each time it had been picked

*“up by an antiaircraft searchlight. On three occasions the

~ ‘large ship was seen to launch smaller objects; in one case two

‘groups of five saucers were picked up by the beam.*

As I thought about these sightings, I wondered—and not

for the first time—if I could be wrong in probing this mystery.

_ “And yet in 1952 Air Force Intelligence had fully cooperated

- with me. Since then more than one Air Force officer had

urged me to tell the whole story.

- In spite of this I felt a growing uneasiness. Could the

“silence group be right after all? Had they found something

_, too frightening to tell the public? Which was better; to close

our eyes to possible danger, or to face it and perhaps find

Le a solution?

** Colonel Frank Milani had demanded an end to secrecy.

‘And I knew that Val Peterson, Director of all Civil Defense,

- Must have backed him up. A few months before, commenting

“on the H-bomb danger in Collier’s, Peterson had said that

only an informed public could hope to meet this threat. The

“Dangerous or not, the saucers operations were increasing

‘é »Tapidly,

“From the log of Sergeant Donald R. Berger. For detailed report see Volume
- 1, No. 5, CRIFO.
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water, Michigan. At Coldwater, police said a saucer had
**
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* Another saucer was seen at Salt Lake City, its speed esti-
mated at 1000 miles an hour.

164 °¢ The Flying Saucer Conspiracy

By now, saucers had been sighted by the public in many -
states. 3 =

In the Scranton-Wilkes-Barre area, thousands of people *: : A few hours later another disc appeared over Hackensack,

had watched Air Force jets try to box in a flying saucer. be » .New Jersey, and hovered there for ten minutes. On theFor several minutes the disc-shaped machine circled swiftly a)i following day sheriffs in Pierce and Skagit counties, Washing-
overhead as the interceptors tried vainly to reach it. Thea, ay tai ton, reported that a glowing sphere had maneuvered over

changing course, it streaked off into the night. * the area.

During the next few days newspapers reported sightings . Just as our Air Force thought to brand saucers as illusions
in Knoxville, Tennessee; Warren, Pennsylvania; and Cold- fe * the Royal Australian Air. Force urged citizens to report all

[UFO's quickly for careful evaluation. Unknown to most

passed low over the town. When questioned by Intelligence- 4 -... Americans, sightings had also mounted in Australia, New
officers from Selfridge Field, policemen claimed the object}aeZealand, and New Guinea.
was 20 times brighter than the landing lights on most planes. ;.ne © vo'The RAAF request came one week after a syndicated news

Next day another story broke at Bend, California. Landing’ = ay article in the United States had denied foreign sightings
after a flight from Missoula, Montana, pilot Dudley Bolger sag.e<« “No other country, = the article said, “is bothered, wich

reported seeing two saucers over Oregon. Flying parallel “*a _ these celestial dishes.”

to his plane, they passed at terrific speed, vanishing in less"a: ae
than five seconds. The machines’ bright glow could not have224°" 'g

come from the sun, for heavy clouds covered the sky. eo is
At Seattle a formation of six discs was spotted by firemen

But the UFO’s were gone before jets could be alerted. a
At Point Mugu Naval Base in California, an unknown.

machine had been seen circling high above the Santa Bar.
bara Islands’ missile installations. ‘There was one unusual, @
detail in the sighting. Every ten seconds the UFO gave of
a dazzling orange-white light, which could be seen from,;

Point Mugu to Los Angeles and even from ships at sea, ste co reports. Officially the silence group dared not comment
That night Air Defense, the Coast Guard, and Civil Defenses ae Privately they branded the st ory a rumor. °

remained on the alert, but the saucer did not return. a es

In local papers sightings made headlines at Newburyport, “¥:5 et
Massachusetts; Beloit, Wisconsin; Harriman, ‘Tennessee; and, :Feo
Coshocton, Ohio. At Point Huron, Michigan, the Times.° “3They called themsmall moons - back in March,”Herald ran a banner headline: “Strange Light Observedin E ee ‘answered. Satine = ay
Sky,” and with it a photograph of a round object seen just *"“J don’t mean the satellite search. Thisis a statement from
before dawn. | pga i Dr. Frank Edmondson, Director of Goethe Linke Observa-
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“If these are from other governments, please keep them at

home, We already have enough trouble.”

234 ° The Flying Saucer Conspiracy

ball of fire, trailing sparks, had smashed through the steels
signboard as if it were tissue paper. Then, angling upward, x

it streaked on, barely missing a passing automobile. Seer i Then from Caracas came a wire service story reporting a
Barbieri secured a section of the signboard and attempted “*%"" . mass sighting by most of the population. Like other reports,

to get an analysis of the strange yellow deposits around the -.'4°, this showed there was an increase in foreign sightings.
edge of the hole. Balkedin his attempt, he turned the prob-: os ie
lem over to Mrs. Lorenzen and APRO. An analysis was then’ st ee

made by the Anderson Laboratories at Milwaukee and the : a Bes

Chicago Spectrographic Service Laboratory. Both confirmed: :

that the gold-colored metal found in pits around the hole“. fs
was definitely copper. Pete

“It is my opinion,” Mrs. Lorenzen wrote in sending ME wi,

the analyses, ‘that the object was a missile of some type,”

which had gone out of control and come too close to the’i

ground.” sie

Along with the analyses, Mrs. Lorenzen had sent mea:

section of the signboard metal and two photographs of the.

hole made in the billboard. The heavy-gauge steel had been,’

torn. The edges were twisted back, curled, in proof of the;.

terrific impact from the unknown object. Had it struck any-*

where but the billboard, the results might have been dis-;

astrous. aea

The analyses proved that the object could not have beenji¢;

a meteor. It was a disquieting thought that it mightghave Bee

been a missile from outer space. oe

That same day a puzzling report on Mars was released by

the Carnegie Institution in Washington. For almost six

_months, the Institution revealed, it had known of a mysteri-

ous marking on Mars showing as the letter W.

Seen in motion pictures, taken in blue light, the gigantic

W was found to measure 1100 miles from tip to tip. Round

knobs at its apexes proved to be more than 300 miles in

diameter. These huge knobs, said the Carnegie Institution,

were extremely bright, almost as brilliant as Mars’ white

polar caps.

This enormous W was explained as “‘presumably a cloud

formation in the upper atmosphere of the planet,” which

rotated at the same speed as Mars.

I was looking up the reports of strange Martian clouds

-. when Frank Edwards phoned me.

- “Have you seen that Mars W story?” he inquired.

“Yes, I was just starting to check on it.”

“How the devil could any cloud form a shape like that—

let alone hold it for days?” Frank demanded.

_ “Tt’s no ordinary cloud, that’s plain. In fact I don’t believe

~~ that any kind of cloud could hold its shape and rotate at the

appeared in papers all over the United States. In New York, -. same speed as the planet. I was just checking a statement by
the Herald Tribune ran it on the front page, accompanied?" c ~~ Walter H. Haas, Director of the Association of Lunar and
by a story describing the careful United Press investigation ss: i Planetary Observers. He had an article on Mars in the June,
which had proved this photograph was not a fake. Une keok_ 54, issue of Sky and Telescope. Here’s what he says about
pectedly, the Air Force admitted it was investigating this im-; et - Martian clouds:
portant foreign sighting. PNG ee be “Tt is difficult to distinguish between true cloud projec-

In another foreign story the following day the BOVEIMMEN i ohhie tions and apparent projections caused by the irradiauon of
of Iran reported a rush of saucer reports and added: — ales on WeJ bright areas Close to the edge of the disc.’ "

On December 1 a flying-saucer photograph taken in Sicily:

“
,
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| Frank was silent for a moment. prise. He treated the subject solemnly and made no attempt

“I get it,” he said. “You think this W may have been laid al= fe to explain what the saucers might be.
out on the ground with some kind of material that would Assoonas I heard this was on the press wires, I phoned

a Captain White.
“On May 15,” I said, “General Twining implied that the

' ’ saucersmay be coming from Mars. Does the President's state-
» mentmean that General Twining and the Air Force now
‘_ deny this ppossibility?”

' “Not at all,” answered White. “President Eisenhower was—

speaking.entirelyfor himself. Whathe saidis not to be con-

.Strued as an official Air Force statement. The situation is

~Baeas it was before.” oe

°° “Let’s clear that up,” I suggested. ‘“Three or four times—

- once in a statement given to See magazine—the Air Force has

_ said it is quite possible we could be visited by beings from

“other worlds. Also, the Air Force has said that they never

7 _— thisb possibility.

aa hat’s true,” agreed White, “but our official stand ts this:
“We still have no authentic physical evidence‘that we rebeing

wisited by space ships.”
_ “Meaning you don’t have anyy captured or crashed saucers,

or bodies of spacecreatures?” Be
: . “Richt,”‘ said White. He added that the UFOinv estigation
was continuing just as General Twining had reported on

: May 15.

i _ Knowing»theseriousness of the problem, I could under-

nd President Eisenhower's public statement. Many times
a high government officials, from the President on down,had

~»»qbeenforced to evade questionsns bearing on the national inter-
[ est, as in the H-bomb situation. Moreover, the President's
ae~ fguriously worded answer was not a flat denial of the inter-

e this| subject, a man whom he trusted fromthe Air Forces; as Janetary explanation. If he had wished to kill off the space-
ad saidthat it was, as far as he knew, inaccurate to believe Sealsae~ ship answer once and for all,it would have beenan easy mat

[=WEer to have said:
“AS Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces I have been

236 °¢ The Flying Saucer Conspiracy

radiate light?” J “a8
“Well, at least it’s possible. Maybe there is some natural *

answer, but it’s curious that the W never showed up before. es j
It could be an artificial construction. It could even be some «#¥

kind of signal, though I suppose most people would think |

that was silly.” .

“Sure. But it’s not any sillier than the idea of a rigidly
shaped cloud, 1100 miles long, rotating around Mars.” _

At 1:40 a.m. the day after the W announcement the town
of East Lansing, Michigan, was shaken by a mysterious sky

blast. The detonation woke most of the town and broughi

hundreds running out-of-doors. At first it was rumored that

a sonic boom from a jet had caused the explosive effect. But
Selfridge Air Force Base denied that this was the answer.

According to Major Maxwell Gruman, no jets were in central
Michigan at that hour. He added that pilots had strict orders’
not to break the sound barrier. %

A few days later at a press conference President Eisen, S

hower was asked about the flying saucers. @

“Recent news reports, ” said Garnett D. Horner of-the
Washington Star, “indicate that some European governments
are seriously investigating the flying-saucer problem.”

Then he asked the President if the Air Force believed
some of these flying objects were of extraterrestrial origin. »7 2

President Eisenhower's answer, paraphrased under pr

‘conference rules, was as follows:The last timehe had talked

se
t

that the objects were coming from another planet. «RD

Apparently the question had taken the President by Sure +7

i,



violent push, knocking him 15 feet. Onscted him to make a sharp turn. When he com- |
ls and ran to a nearby traffic

pilot, they dire

| plied, one blip was identified

objects, continuing ahead at h:

confirmed as “unidentified flying objects.”

As a result of this and other sightings, a special radar watch »

was established. All Australian Air Force and N
avy pilots

were ordered to be on the alert for flying saucers. 
‘ott

When this Navy report was released, it was annou
nced.

the ‘“‘first authenticated information” t

creature gave him a

seeing this, Ponce took to his hee

inspector's office.

* Gonzales, drawing a knife, lu

was approaching him with exten

%. glanced offing dwarts shoulder,

. surface. “

-. By this time two or three more of the stran

appeared. One of them, Gonzales reported, focused
 a blind-

“ing light on him for a moment. Then they all j
umped into

the sphere, which rose swiftly out of sight.

7 i | 238 + The Flying Saucer Conspiracy ek :

ce 5 i given all the evidence. On this basis I hereby announce that.s:53b ; . o_o ?
aa the flying saucers absolutely are not interplanetary ma- he, APRO made a personal investigation, reporting his findings

cad] chines” “= “$= to the director.

me | | | ser! soon after this press conference, President Eisen- another reais story ee r s d hod tf I took, tt to be just
nue ~hower asked the Air Force for a full briefing on all the latest that th ee ae a thene-as sulle prog }
Say UFO developments. This was admitted by Air Force serait at the stories are true. But even if they are groundless, they i
ei 6 i Wie SOMA secre: ~ have played a large part in building up f f th

eae tary Harold Talbott i a — g up fear of the sauces f
ald geciber tried t - sh talk as the Press Club. Afterward in South American countries. ‘i
se letter from a: oe " . ; admission byquotinga crackpot'*" The first encounter is supposed to have been at Petare, a fh
oni: "y a antl a. aimed to.have.come from. Venus. ~ suburb of Caracas.At 2:00 a.M, on November 28, two Vene- fh
ast if m ut ¢ e peated policy was now wearing thin, as additional i - quelans, Gusta ne = ae i

Bay -_—a sightings became public.— “a their truck to Caracas markets to purchase food stuffs for is
* Bil The very day after the President's remarks the Australian’ delivery.

Z Fain Navy released a top-secret UFO report they had withheld Suddenly, they said, they were startled to see a luminous .

ahi since September. Duspe routine flight a Royal Australian’ "sphere about ten feet in diameter blocking a side street. It
Ay f Navy pilot had enco ntered two glowing objects while flying appeared to be suspended about six feet above the ground. ;
Pr. BL at 15,000 fetthe two saucers flashed past his ‘‘Sea Fury”. _ As the two men climbed out of their truck they reported a :
; ef —a prop r-driven fighter—he astily radioed Nowra Naval. dwarfish figure came toward them. According to Gonzales,

; Air Station. When the stz ion radar-control officers checked when he seized the creature he found its body was oddly un- Ff

their scopes, three ‘moving objects were visible. Calling the _ yielding and covered with stiff hair.
v To his amazement, “the-Vernezvelanstery an, the little 4
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*.. When Gonzales and Ponce told trafhe inspec
tors this-fan-

“tastic story, the police—not unreasonably—as
sumed they were

en either drunk or out of their minds. But an exa
mination by

hey were sane and sober, though in a highly

a
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Meantime a series of far more disturbing stories had, F

7 startled South America. Though none of these stories
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gwous state. In addition, Gonzales’ torn clothing and

scratched arms indicated some kind of struggle.

This was the first actual report of hostility, though there
had been other recent “creature” tales from abroad.

According to one Italian report, a flying disc had landed
on a sports field one night in early November. By the bright
glow the disc cast over the ground, villagers could see three
or four small creatures wearing transparent helmets. Several
of the Italians said they could see one creature’s face, which
looked to them like a “little elephant.” When the villagers
charged the saucer, the strange creatures quickly entered the
machine and took off.

Since there had already been one publicized saucer hoax
in Italy, I put this down as another wild account. But by
mid-November other “space-creature” stories were beginning

report that people in scores of villages had been frightened
by the “sky dragons.” ‘
Though Venezuelan police and most of the public dis-

On December 1 a Catholic priest, Father Jésus Hernandez
Chapellin, reported sighting a luminous disc over Coro,

take-off point at Maracaibo.

given to the Venezuelan public:
rr

to spread in Paraguay and Brazil. And from Ethiopia came a_

counted the Petare incident, new sightings, followed by more %
creature reports, caused this bizarre story to be re-examined. ~

Falcon State. A few hours after this, another glowing*UFO %
was seen hovering just above the ground at Borburata, Vene- 3 1.
zuela. Next day a third saucer shot directly across the path Bick:
of a plane piloted by Saul Paez Paredes. So close was the 6
UFO that its violent passage threw the plane almost out of Fe
control. Badly frightened, Paredes hurriedly returned to his ies

On December 9, two young Venezuelan peasants, Lorenzo = is+4
Flores and Jésus Gomez, were hunting in an area near the @és4*

©

Si
ole

.

as

“Angel’s Hair” + 24]

Trans-Andean Highway, between Chico and Corro de las
Torros. Suddenly they spied a bright light, which they
thought at first came from a car on the nearby road. As they
approached, they saw a round object “like two washbowls

placed on top of each other.” Hovering a few feet from the
ground, the machine appeared to be about nine feet in diam-

eter. Ihe brilliant glow came from the underside.

“Then we saw four little men coming out of it,” Flores

said later. “They were about three feet tall. When they real-

ized we were there, they got Gomez and tried to drag him

toward the object.”

During the struggle Gomez dropped his machete. Flores,

swinging his unloaded shotgun, struck at one dwarf with the

butt. As though it had hit solid rock, the shotgun broke in

two.

At this moment the lights of a car came in sight from the

highway. The dwarfs quickly released Gomez and all four of
the creatures raced toward the saucer.

Without waiting to see what happened, the two youngsters
fled. Scratched and bruised, their shirts torn to shreds, they
hurried into Carora and told police their story.
A few minutes later a truck driver also came in to report

sighting a glowing disc-shaped object. From his report it ap-
peared the UFO had risen from the spot where the dwarfs
had been seen.

When an armed police squad hurried to the scene, they
found signs of a struggle. Nearby lay the machete and the
broken shotgun.

When the story quickly spread, causing near-panic in
awa: Carora, the two boys were jailed. Then a commission of doc-

en the “hairy dwarfs” story broke into print again with =
an even more sensational report. Here is the story that was me

tors and psychiatrists was sent from Caracas to examine them.

- Afterward, during prolonged questioning by the police,
re 1. Flores and Gomez were said to have retracted part of the
iyeqa. Story. But later, when reporters requestioned them, they in-

sisted they had told the truth.
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When an APRO representative queried one of the psychia-

trists, the doctor told him the commission had found Gomez

| and Flores perfectly sane and healthy. On further investiga-

tion he learned of a point that carried weight with many

| Venezuelans. To peasants, he was told, a shotgun is a treas-

| ured object.

“No peasant in his right senses would ever think of delib-

erately breaking his shotgun to fake a saucer sighting—

especially two boys who would gain nothing by it.” -

if If the boys had been crazy, the APRO representative ~ ¥

wrote, they would have been promptly interned in a mental i

hospital or asylum. If they had been lying, they would have ,

i been jailed for months or fined for creating public disorder.
But instead they were soon released by the police.

Other reports quickly increased the hysteria. On Decem-|»:

ber 10 a Caracas physician and his father reported seeing two -

dwarfish creatures running toward a glowing UFO in the |

vicinity of La Floresta. Two other bizarre reports added fuel

to the flames. a

At Barquisimeto a Venezuelan professor told police that:

a gleaming disc had chased his car on the highway to Guan-
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ee ay aro. As he was approaching Guanaro, the professor said, a.
ior: erie round white object swept down over the road. Panic-stricken,,

fe he took out his gun and fired at the object as it &rcled* ot
around his car. ee =.

: Then, pushing the accelerator to the floor, he raced toward «<4.

the town. When he returned with the sheriff and a police-""*

man, the disc was flying southward, leaving a bluish trail.

Another hairy-dwarf attack story was made public on=

December 16. As reported to police, this latest encounter.

occurred in the Exposition Park at San Carlos, Venezuela. 2% os
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Nearby, they said, a hairy dwarf was running toward a flat,

shiny craft which hovered close to the ground. One of the

men, Luis Mejia, hurled a stone at the saucer as it rose

swiftly into the air.

When Paz was taken to a hospital, doctors found several

long, deep scratches in his right side and back, as if he had

been savagely clawed. Next day when he recovered from a

severe state of shock, Paz told police he had been set upon

too quickly to see the strange creature closely. But his com-

rades, under intensive grilling by the police, stubbornly

stuck to their story.

Though they still seemed incredible, these “creature”

stories gained credence with additional Venezuelans when,

on December 19, another report came in:

At Valencia an 18-year-old jockey, José Parra, told police

‘he had seen six small hairy creatures near a saucer which

floated silently near the ground. According to Parra, one of

- the creatures transfixed him with a bright violet-colored

light. Then the dwarfs ran to the mysterious craft, which

‘ _ quickly rose into the sky.
After detectives from Valencia examined the spot, they

ee ; reported finding tracks which they were unable to identify.

Before the Venezuelan dwarf reports there had been very

~ little similarity between any of the “creature” stories. Most

of them were such obvious fakes they were not even worth

‘considering. Some of the Venezuelan reports also had a sus-

~ picious sound. Yet APRO’s on-the-scene investigator was con-

-* vinced that the story told by Gomez and Flores, at least, was

true.

The existence of these hairy dwarfs was hard for me to

ae accept, even though the Ituri pygmies of Africa come close

to fitting their description. This pygmy race, existing in East

. > Africa’s Ituri forest, was almost unknown until it was studied

- by the Reverend Dr. Martin Guisinde, professor of anthro-

. pology at the Catholic University of America. Father
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Guisinde, who for years has studied small-sized beings in

many parts of the world, found that the Ituri pygmies had

clay-yellow bodies covered with thick, dark brown hair.

Small creatures—less than five feet high and weighing less

than 90 pounds—these pygmies maneuver through the forest

as expertly as monkeys, swinging from branch to branch.

Since the towering jungle trees completely hide the sky

at all times, the Ituri pygmies live out their lives in a dimly ...

lighted world. So accustomed are they to this semi-darkness «+ &

that they actually fear the sunlight. Even if they dared ven- ‘

ture outside the forest, their strange eyes, conditioned to ~

darkness, would be almost blinded by the sun’s glare.

As I examined the curious evidence, something inside me -

fought against acceptance of the hairy-dwarf idea. My feeling _.

was, I realized, a subconscious longing—the same thing which :
John Du Barry and I had discussed that night at Larchmont. |:

I knew now that I hoped the UFO race would not be unlike s8

our own. 
-

In the light of evolution, however, the chances seemed .

to be against such a similarity. These odds, I remembered, -

had been summed up in McLean’s magazine by a Canadianj

zoologist, Professor Norman J. Berrill, of McGill University. Be :

Answering the question, “Are We Alone in the Universe?” -sy.

Professor Berrill had agreed with Dr. Harlow Shapley that 4
a huge number of planets must be inhabited. ef

‘“Well-placed planets,” said Professor Berrill, “will evolve * =" 7
life, and life sooner or later evolves mind.” aes 0

But each life-bearing planet, he had said, must be unique. Pe Ge
t

Some would be larger, some smaller, than the earth. ThereTM 74°

would be different atmospheres and many varying factors. ig

“Human beings with our shape and size are to be found A‘

only upon this earth .. . never on any other planet, from 7". |

here to Eternity. Almost certainly there will be beings of =

kinds unaccountable that possess intelligence and power, ¥ = 7
deep emotion, beauty in essence, and wisdom grown perhapy 4-

gh olie ;
4
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far beyond our own. In all that really matters we are almost

certainly not alone.”

Never on another planet, from here to Eternity .. .

If Berrill were right, it meant an end to all hope of

someday meeting beings like ourselves. But even the greatest

of scientists sometimes were wrong.

And even if the hairy-dwarf stories were true, I realized

it still need not drop the curtain upon our dreams. There

might be more than one race involved in the long world-

wide surveillance by the flying saucers.

The various South American reports, many of them ac-

companied by front-page newspaper stories, did make one

point clear. In Venezuela and Brazil, at least, officials were

not ridiculing the actual saucer reports. On the contrary, the

Brazilian Air Force in a public statement had requested the

aid of all nations in solving the UFO problem. Following

this, Brazilian Air Force officers had been briefed on saucers

by Colonel Jao Adil Oliveiera. Factual observations and

| photographs of saucers, said Colonel Oliveiera, proved that

this problem merited serious attention and study.

But even though there was no blackout in South America,

few of their sightings were published in this country.

When I saw Bob Stirling at the end of 54, I told him

about the Venezuelan reports.

“Why hasn’t the UP carried those stories?” I asked him.

Stirling shook his head.

“They weren’t stopped by the UP. I haven't seen a word

about any ‘dwarf’ stories from Venezuela.”

“They’re not censored in Venezuela—I can show you the

front-page stories. Would it be possible for the silence group

| to block them down there?”
“I don’t know,” replied Stirling. Then he paused. “But

“this hairy-dwarf business—I've got something to tell you. I

got it from a Navy man I've known personally for years.”
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He gave me the name in confidence, a source I couldn't

question.

“You may think it’s silly,” Stirling went on, “‘but this man

swears that a Navy pilot got a close look at a saucer one

night, so close he could see a strange creature inside it.”

I stared at him for a second.

“All right, I told you it might sound silly,” said Stirling.

“It’s not exactly that.” Then I told him about the Pearl “}

Harbor ‘“‘creature” report. i

“Don, it sounds as if it might be true. Do you know what 2
the thing looked like?” :

“No,” I said. “Only that it evidently scared the pilot.”

“Do you think this hairy-dwarf business could be the ‘i

answer?” asked Stirling. Fed
“I suppose it could be, Bob,” I said slowly, “but I hope

to heaven those stories turn out to be hoaxes.”

|7 Oberth and the G-Field

After talking with Bob Stirling I remembered my

plan to draw up a master chart for a final analysis of all

the UFO riddles. But before I could start, there was a series

of new developments that changed the picture.

As the 1955 New Year began, foreign reports continued

to hold the spotlight. On January 1 a five-saucer formation

was sighted at Lima, Peru. For five minutes, seen by many

“witnesses, the discs hovered over the city, giving off an in-

tense silvery light.

The next day two Venezuelan airline crews encountered

a luminous disc while en route to Maracaibo. During the

‘next week similar reports came from a dozen other countries.

Then, toward mid-January, the Directorate of Air Force

Intelligence was badly jolted by a collision report from

California. At approximately 5:30 p.m., on January 14, a

. large fiery object was seen dropping from the sky near

~ Idyllwild. Immediately afterward, a radio flash from a B-47

_<jet bomber electrified Intelligence officers at March Field.

~ “An unknown object just hit our wing!” the bomber cap-

~~ tain reported.

‘Fortunately the damaged wing did not crumple, and the

4°° ° “pilot carefully nursed the plane down to an emergency land-

ya ing. For several hours Intelligence officers and Air Force

“... special investigators searched the area in a hunt for the
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