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_ |Need of Warning System
Stressed by Flying Saucers

By JOSEPH AND STEWART ALSOP

Washington—The flying saucers
have served at least to pound one
lesson home. That is that the United
States has developed no effective
warning system against surprise at-
tack in this age of the new and ter-
rible weapons,

For if such a system had been In
existence, the military authorities
could instantly have ended specula-
tion. They could have given those

assurances which an effective warn-
ing system would instantly provide:
“Wo know all that passes through the
American air. You saw sunlight on
the wings of high-flying aircraft—or
you saw nothing—or you saw a me-
teor in the night sky.’ :
No such assurances were forth-

coming. We do not have an affec-

tive warning system. We are not
prepared for the worst.

Adequate defensive prepara-

tion for an all-too-possible worst

will mean, in the opinions of

those charged with planning for

national security In this area of

the atom bomb and the guided

missile, two things.

First, it will mean a radar um-

brella extending over the whole

Continental United States, to

give instant warning of any ob-

ject which passed through the

alr over America. The inciden-

tal benefits of such an umbrella

will be considerable; for exam-

ple, it will undoubtedly serve

to decrease air accidents, But Its
real purpose will be to flash in

a moment to all defense head-

quarters news of the direotion

and weight of any enemy at-

tack.

Such a system will be expen-

sive. But the second prerequi-

site of an effective warning sys-
tem will be more so. For ad-

vance warning bases, pushed ont

beyond the borders of the coun-

try, will also be necessary, to
provide those extra minutes or
seconds for the launching of the

American defensive counter-at-

tack. To meet this dire necessi-
ty, very Hittle has béen done.

The chain of joint American-Cana-

projected along the Arctic frontier is
atill.in the dream stage.. One such
base, at Churchill, on Hudson's Bay,
does exist, for preliminary testing
purposes, But its value even as a
test base is doubtful.

|’ For this base is the northern ter-
minus of a Canadian rallroad, where-
as the Arctic bases, on the other
hand, must of necessity be utterly
isolated’ by endless miles of Arctic

They muat be so planned that

@-uble to supportylife-in syb-zero
alatiqn’tor long periods at a time,
nd ad.that’ these men can be sup-

Titled not only with the means of life,
ut with the necessary equipment,

ndwhere eeded,
Morgover, auch bases, each in itself

j ‘Must be spaced at
A} AOrogs the Arctic
‘Outer limit of radar

dian warning stations and air bases:

range 1s 100 miles, and any wep might
render the whole system Valueless.
Present estimates indicate that such
an advance warning will require an
Initial Investment of at least a billion
and a quarter dollars.

Yet unless the nightmare of sur-

rise attack conjure up by the fly-
ie saucer scare is to become hard
reality, or unless a really secure
world settlement is unexpectedly
achleved, the money must be spent.
The reason Is simple. Very long-

range supersonic aircraft and guided

missiles have yet to be built, elther

by ourselves, by the Russiana, or by
anyone else. Yet such weapons are

universally acknowledged to be pos-
sible, and therefore, unless there is

a world settlement, certain ‘to be
built within a few years,

Moreover, Intelligence reports

Andicate olearly that the Soviets

are making an all-out attack, not

only on the atomic problem, but
on the whole vast mysterlous
area of the guided miasile, In
this total effort, the Sovieta are

belng aided by no less than 7,000
hireling German scientists.

Indeed, under Soviet supervi-
sion, the German acientlsts con-
tinued to manufacture the V-2's,
the first successful supersonic
missiles, In the eastern zone of

Germany for some time after the
war. One achievement of: this

continued | experimentation was
the A-9 rocket, designed first at

Peenemunde during the furor in
Sweden some months ago.
The chief characteristic of the A-9

rocket is that it is equipped, not with
fins, like the V-2, but with ‘wings.
Thus, whereas the V-2 descended
almost straight down, at enormous
speed, the A-9’s wings ease it into a
long glide when it reaches the denser
atmosphere near the earth.
Thus the range is extended by

more than 300 miles. Moreover,
slowed by its wings, it becomes
fleetingly visible at the correct angel
of vision.

The rockets were timed to disinte-
grate in the air before contact, but
‘small parts of the weapon were dis-
covered on the Swedish ground.
And it is éstablished beyond doubt
that this achievement of the German-
Soviet collaboration was responsible
for the Swedish mystery.

The A-9 Is one measure of Sov-
fet success In their all-out effort.
Yet not only has lack of funds
prevented even the first steps to-
ward an adequate American de-
fonsive warning system from be-
ing taken, but the Amerioan
gulded missiles program, which
would provide the necessary
counter-attack, Is also Himping,
Plans for a great supersonic wind

tunnel, the real essential for the pro-
gram, are still on the drawing board.
And the tunnel, if it is ever to be
built, will cost upwards of two bil-
lion dollars, this when the Congress
is intent on tax cuts and economy.
Yet surely it is increasingly clear
that in the warld of today there are
things worse than heavy taxes.
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Thinks Farley

Reveletions

Are Justified
By PAUL MALLON.

Washington — A _ columnist has

dusted off Jim Farley for his

memoirs in a fast way. The cal-

umnist speaks of the original Roose-

velt manager with round, even

words of justice and objectivity,

but, in the end completely removes

the Farley character.

He says Lincoln's son held the
Liberator's secrots for 62 years. But

first, son EXliott wrote a book about

| Roosevelt, and now comes Mr. Far-

| ley with a book which “goes even
further’ in relating Intimate” coy-

versations after only two years.

“This is very sad,” says the col-

umnist. "1 gravely fear the contrast

Jin reticence does not reflect any
{too well on the atate of political

morality in.our time.”

With Iiterary deftness, the

columnist divests Farley of the

character by which everyone

knew him—‘“genidl, able, shrewd

politician”—and presents him as

a oharacter out of the awful

Republican Ohloago Tribune be-

cause a Tribune reporter ghost-

ed the memoirs.

Thies is all mixed up.

Farley is not Roosevelt's son.

Elliott is. But Elliott's book is

old and not now under disous-

sion, Elliott's was glibly insult-

ing to many officials § Iiike

Churchill, was not written by

anyone olaiming an official po-

sition to permit him to write of-

floially, and concerned every-

thing.

Farley is telling what he—he

himself mostly—dld and sald in

his own business and official job

as political manager, and what

-

CENZIE
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and unhappy one The mere|

at « Communist government |
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necessarily mean that {t|
s for the population as @ whole

ans that the opponents of the|

ment are. for the time being,|
afraid to protest or are unable |

ster a useful opposition. |
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yard for military security |
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However when wel
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nd the Western democracies
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defense of freedom, Among
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others did and said to him, Elliott

wrote his to-make money; Far-

ley to clear his name. Elliott's

was an expose without real

knowledge or authority; Jim's

an official memoir of a fob.

Further, neither are dealing with

official state secrets of a pres-

ident from hia personal . papers.

Roosevelt's private papers are atill

in his secret fll¢é, and not even a

congressional committee could get

into them, 40

Comparison; With ‘Lincoln's fam-
ily papers ia i}logically besmirching,

Lincoln officlala) wrote fully about

him promptl ‘iibrary basements

are full of INjokglal and Hay (Lin-
coln'# own--isécretaries), Grant's
memoirs, and! many. others,
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Basis of World Nightmare

Reflected by Flying Discs
By JOSEPH and STEWART ALSOP.

Washington—The great flying diac
scare is a curious commentary on

our times,

Even until 10 yeara ago, the an-

clent nightmares—dragons, sea ser-

pents and their relatives — served
very well. But now Instead of cozy

old-fashioned Loch Ness monsters,

the minds of men are haunted by

the man-made horrors of the age of
absolute weapons.

The trouble is that the man-made
horrors are quite real, quite immi-

nent possibilities. And so the scare

of the flying discs ralses a perfect-

ly serious question. If there ip to

be no pene. what warning shal! we
have that our enemies are prepar-

3 HL

ost people assume that this ques-

tion takes the rather simple form:

“How shall we know when the So-
viets have an atomic bomb?”

Oddly enough, there ls 2 way

of learning of the explosion of

an atomic bomb, even In the dis-

tant (netnesses of Siberia. It has

already been tested, with our

own bombs at Alamogordo and

Hiroshima, Nagasaki and Bikini.

As everyone knows, the ex-

Plosion of an atomic bomb re-

releases a gigantic cloud of ra-

dio-sotive particles, which mush-

rooms upward into the strato-

sphere. Here in the calmer up-

per alr, the radio-active cloud

remains for some time, until tt

fe generally dissipated or pre-

olpitated.

Bofore precipitation can oo-

our, however, the cloud aotually

ciroles the earth, like the dust

clouds from the voloanio explo-

sion of Krakaton. And {t can

thus provide the clew to the ex-

Plosion of an atomio bomb any-

whore on the earth's surface.

The presence of the radio-ao-

tive cloud tn the upper alr is re-

vealed by the newly famillar

Geiger counter, which measures

radlo-activity. ‘

The heavy hand of the security
officers has silenced the government

scientists who no doubt traced the
course of the Alamogordo, Hlrosht-

ma, Nagasakl’ and Bikini bomb

clouds. But there are also amateur

physicista who have thelr own Gel-

ger counters to keep check on the

strength of the cosmic radtation

from Inter-galactic space, Just os far-

mers used to maintain measured

rain gauges in thelr backyards for

the enlightment of the weather bu-
reau, Thelr work has proved the

effectiveness of this odd technique,

For example, on July 16, 1945,

shortly after the Alamogordo explo-
sion, Lieutenant Commander A. R.

Coven, U. S. N. R,, noticed an In-

crease jn the normal rate of his

Gelger counter at Annapolis, Md.
The increase continued until July

18, about sixty hours after [-Min-
Ute al Alamogordo, when it had al-

okt doubled, The next day It re-

Aurhed to normal,

dian in July, 1046, a couple of

G. Herzog noticed a sharp rise th
the rate of the largo Gelger counter

on the second floor of his house in

Houston, Tex. By the following day,

the count had almoat doubled, to re-

turn to normal by evening of the
next day.

Both these occurrences have bee

reported in letters to “The Physica

Review,” together with one or two

others of the same sort, and nega-
tive results from amateurs In other

areas over which the clouds did not
pass.

Expert, although unofficial, opin-
lon gives these remarkable facts a

simple meaning. A really adequate
net of watching stations, designed to

detect the presence of a radio-ac-

tlve cloud In any latitude, will an-

nounce the explosion of an alomic
bomb anywhere on earth. As usual,

since the net must be extensive, its
maintenance Is likely to be expen-

sive.

But this is by no means the

end of the story. Nothing, in the

first place, will prevent a polen-

(lal enemy from accumulating

gront stores of fissionable ma-
terial and great numbers of

bombs before putting his bomb

doaign to the final teat of detena-
tlon—and It is only the explosion -
which makes the cloud. f

Thus the detection of an un-
explained radio-active cloud in

the upper alr, if and when it
comes, is entirely likely to be a
sign that the worst is immed-
fately at hand. Indeed, in this age

of ligntning attack, the worst

might already have begnn to

ooour, for the maximum apeed of
the clouds on thelr earth-enoir-

oling Journey seems to be ~a trif-
Ing 60 miles per hour,

Againat the slight reassurance

in short, must be balanced new
reasons for disquiet. Diplomatic

reports from Europe describe the

extraordinary frankness of So-

viet diplomats seeking te dis-

suade nations on the fence from

joining the Paris conference on

Svoretary Marshall's plan for

Kuropean reconstruction, They

have warned, In effect, that in

10 years the Soviet Union will

have all the weapons of total de-

sruction now possessed by this

country, and that, when this hap-

py time arrives, non-co-operators

muat expect to suffer.

ed by other facts. The Soviet re-

crulling drive for German and other
European piaelciats and engineers

has been without parallel, and Soviet

orders now overload the Swiss,

Swedish and other European fac-

1orles which can produce the coms

plex apparatus needed for such
plants as Hanford and Oak Ridge.

Here, In the evidence of an arma-

total destruction, Ja the raw mater-

fal of a world nightmare, which Is

Lmerely reflected In the scare of the
4 flying discs, What Is being done ta

exercise or minimize the nightmare

Gayajatter the first Bikini explosion, | is still another vital question,

Making Most of Marriage
of By DOROTHY DIX.

A restaurant In a small Connecti-)expected too much of marriage, too
out town bears this Intriguing legend] much of life, too much of each
on {ts front:

“If your wlfe cannot cook, eat
other.
So we have the philandering hua

Nor Is this testimony unsupports|

bd]

ment race to produce weapons of*

O
C
)

M

sett

app:

dau

Dun
Dur
ding

Ken

gree

ers

ber

Dur

men

Bur

sas

Gan

Nav

&t

Er

Moi

Moi

gag

sell

we

Chi

Jon
ce)

Rut
G.

and

bric

and


